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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL_ APPEARANCE
-

The gw’;ggd'_one _half story Watkins National Bank building
has a combination hip and gable roof with three dormers on each
side, a small dormer on the back, and a large one in the front.
The sécond ”story is penetrated with many evenly spaced 1 windows
with 3 single continuous stone sill to strengthen the horizontal
movement, The TiFfst story is plain with its arched windows making
no significant impression. A strong horizontal line is produced
by a wide band of contrasting rough-cut stone which pulls the eye
around the building to the dominant feature, the massive semi-cire
cular stone archway entrance, The half floor below the stone™
line is pla:i.n with uninteresting windows and no ornamentation.

' The building measures 75_feet by 117 feet and has foundations
which measure 12 feet across at the lowest point and taper up to
the required basement wall thickness, The exterior plan is
symmetrical about the longitudinal axis except for the archway,
This single exception again tends to emphas:Lze the importance

of the entrance.
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4. The 014 Lawrence City Hall (Watkins National Bank) is now owned by

the Douglas County Historical Society, Lawrence, Kansas. The building
is in the process of being restored and will be developed as a

community museum. It will also house the Kansas All Sports Hall of
Fame.
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The Watkins National Bank buildﬁ:m;{ was erected in 1587 for
a Lawrence financier, Jabez B, Watkins, Watkins moved to law-
rence in 1873 and established himself as a lawyer and loan sgent,
He successfully solicited funds in the east to lend to farmers
in Kansas and surrounding states, His company was incorporated
in 1883 as the J, B, Watkins Land Mortgage Company with branch
offices in Londmﬁk City, Dallas, and Lake Charles, La,
This company was one of the largest of its kind.

The second floor of the Watkins Building served as the home
office of the mortgage company, and in 1888 the Watkins National
Bank was established on the ground floor, Watkins also owned a
local newspaper, the Lawrence Record, and controlled the Law-
rence Camning Company, said to be the largest vegetable cannery
west of Baltimore, Md., .

'The economic depression of the early 1890's brought disaster

_ to many mortgage companies, and Watkins' firm went_into receiver-

" ship in 189}, The building continued to serve the Watkins bank
until~it was left vacant by a bank merger in 1929. Mrs, J, B,
Watkins then donated the building t6 the city oi‘ Lawrence, which
used it as the C::.ty Hall until 1970,

Presently c¢ity officials snd citizens interested in the
building's preservation are searching for a way in which the
building may continue to serve the community.

The Watkins National Bank building is a classic example
of the Romanesqui)nfluence on Kansas buildings,
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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