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Situated on a bluff overlooking the St. Croix River near Lakeland, the
Captain John Oliver House is a two story clapboard Greek Revival building. The
principal, or east facade, is three bays wide. Greek Revival features include
regularly spaced windows with dog-eared molding, simple entablature, massive
corner pilasters, smaller pilasters flanking a front door surrounded by
glass sidelights and transom, and pediments at the gable ends. The bottom
leg of the pediment at the gable ends of the house is broken, and horizontal
continuation of the entablature is suggested by the returns above the corner
pilasters. A Gothic window is situated in the center of the east gable end.

Additions to the exterior include a one story front porch on the east
facade and a kitchen wing and lean-to on the west facade. The structural
integrity of the original exterior is not affected by the additions; they
could be dismantled without injury to the house,

The original interior classic plan has been altered over the years to
provide for fewer and more commodious rooms on the first floor, The original
room arrangement on the second floor remains intact, The attic story has
been opened and remodeled to provide for a bedroom., Door and window moldings
and the original walnut newell post and balustrade remain intact throughout,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain John Oliver House, built in 1849, is significant for its
association with the settlement of Lakeland Township, the organization of the
Town of Lakeland and as an example of the Greek Revival style of architecture.

Captain John Oliver and his family were among the first settlers of
Lakeland Township in 1848, 1In that year Captain Oliver pre-empted land and
began the construction of this house., Deeds and historic plat maps show
that Oliver and his sons acquired a large amount of property in Lakeland
Township during the last half of the 19th century.

Captain John Oliver was a British Naval Officer who emigrated to Boston,
Massachusetts in 1820, He served as the Boston Harbor Pilot for twenty two
years prior to settling in Lakeland Township. From 1850 until his death
in 1869 he operated the ferry between Lakeland and Hudson, Wisconsin.

The Oliver family was closely associated with the platting and organiza-
tion of the Town of Lakeland and the organization of the local school system,
George A, and Charles A, Oliver, sons of Captain Oliver, are credited with
setting up the governmental organization of Lakeland. John A, Oliver, Jr,
was responsible for the establishment of the Lakeland school.

Architecturally, the house is significant as one of a dwindling number
of Greek Revival buildings dating to the 1850s in Minnesota, Although
additions have been made to the exterior and alterations to the interior the
original Greek Revival features remain intact,
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