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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hancock House is typical of many that were built in Salem County 
during the eighteenth century. It was built in 1728 and enlarged in 
173^ by William and Sarah Hancock.

The Jiouse was built on a large parcel of land that extended on both 
sides of Lower Alloway Creek adjacent to a bridge that had been built 
in 1708. Tidal water and salt marsh extended to the bridge. The 
bridge was within 100 yards of the house and lead to Salem six miles 
away.

The building is brick on a stone foundation with the gable oriented i i 
and east west direction. The brick is a Flemish bond pattern with 
glazed headers. The western__end..is.laid up in a zig-zag pattern from 
ground level to the attic floor line. Above this point there are the 
initials H.W.S. and the date 173^. These are made with glazed bricks.

The windows are of the sash type, 16 over 16 and are placed symetric- 
ally across the front and rear of the 173ii section. The windows and 
door are placed proportionally across the front and side of the house. 
Small windows, four lights, each were placed in the rear of the closets 
along the gable ends.

m

There are two rooms on each floor of the 173ii sections and three 
rooms and loft in the 1728 section. All the rooms have fireplaces. 
Dormers on each of the sections are different but original. The 
fireplaceSj molding, floors and paneling are original.

The only significant difference in the physical appearance of the 
building is the encroachment of a highway and twentieth century 
structures. There are still 2^ acres of land arcund the property.
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The Hancock House is significant for a massacre during the American 
Revolution and for its architecture. The - attack was in reprisal for the 
fact that the citizens of Hancock's Bridge sent 300 head of cattle to 
Washington's army at Valley Forge, Pa., during the bitter winter of 
1777-1778.

During the Revolution Thirty men were stationed in the house in 
order to guard the bridge and to aid foraging parties through the area. 
On March V"2I7~1778 Major*Simcoe with approximately 300 British soldiers, 
mercenaries and fellow travelers, attacked the house, killing the sentries, 
They then charged the house forcing the men to the attic where they were 
bayonetted to death.

Architecturally the brickwork is typical of many early houses in the 
Salem area. Blue-glazed headers and stretchers were used to create 
patterns in the brick which often included geometric designs and the initials 
o f the owners. Only a few of these houses remain. The Hancock House is 
the only one that is state-owned.
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Charles I. Wilson, Jr. Archeologist
ORGANIZATION Enviro nment al 

Historic Sites Section, Department of Protection July 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1U20, John Fitch Plaza
CITY OR TOWN:

Trenton New Jersey 08625

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National JTj State Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic tffesetvatton

Date

ATTEST:

Title Commissioner » Dtpartnent of 
Environaental Protection

Date September 11, 1970______ Date
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