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ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

JUL 2 193
1 NAME
C OMMON: . .
Acadeny Bui | di ng
AND/OR HISTORIC: ) i .
Acadeny of Misic Building and Borden B ock
|2. LOCATtON
STREET AND NUMBER: )
" South Min Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Fall River Tenth
STATE CopE  COUNTY: CopE
Massachusetts 02b Bristol 005
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
« District Building ] ¢ Public Public Acquisition: (3 Occupied Yes:
« Site e Structure |K1 Pnvote In Process | 1 Unoccupied . Restricted
. Object Q Both [ | Being Considered | 1 Preservation work [X] Unrestricted

in progresr * No

PRESEJNT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural 1 | Government « Pork 1 1 Transportation
0f rX Commercial I 1 Industrial I 1 Private Residence «  Other (Specify) \ L-l'~/
I | Educational «  Military I | Religious
Entertainment Museum [ I Scientific

FA~-OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S N AME:

Mr. John Braz et al NATIONAL
STREET AND NUMBER: . . KLGISILW
U 207 Acadeny Bui | di ng
Cl TY OR TOWN: 5/\
Fall River Massachusetts
5 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REG.ISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:.
Bristol QGounty Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER: .
44] North Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Fall River Massachuset t s 025

6. REPRESENTAJION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITUE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Gormonweal th

DATE OF SURVEY: . Federal A State *  County [+ Local

to
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Boston Massachusetts 025



7, DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

Excellent Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins Unexposed
CONDITION

(Check One) fChecft One)
IX1 Altered . Unaltered n Moved 3 Original Site

ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Acadeny Building (1876) occupies an inportant corner block and fronts
on three streets: So. Main, So. Frontage, and Second Streets. |t isfour
stories high, of red pressed brick, with plain and carved sandstone trim

and polished granite and encaustic tile detail. The style is Hgh Victror-
ian (or Ruskinian) Gothic, and the three facades, though conposed different-
ly are unified through an abundant use of chromatic Cothic detail, ne

S Min St. and So. Fontage St. facades arebasically tripartite with

| arge, shallow projecting, pedinented bays and flanking wngs._ Tne |arger
portion of the Second St. facade serves as a theater wall and 1 s sinpler
than the rest of the building; it isflat, with decoration confined toa
row of col ossal Poi nted-arch wndows with panel-brick insets and i s capped
with awde panelled and corbelled brick entablature.

The principal facades, on So. Min and So. Frontage Sts., have nodern gl ass
shop fronts on the street level, but retain their original fenestration of
single, paired, and triple-grouped w ndows in the upper three stories.
Decoration is colorfully and exuberantly applied. ndows are capped with
pointed arches in the second story, segnental arches inthe third story, and

scal loped lintels inthe fourth stor{). Sandst one courses divide the facades
horizontal |y and connect w ndows at both sill and cornice levels. On the

fourth floor and in the central bays, paired stone colums with stylized
Gothic pinnacles and framng roundels with finely carved grotesques, add
to the Acadeny's decorative |ivdiness. Further sandstone ornamentation
occurs on the So. Frontage St. facade, inthe carved and tiled panels above

the entrance, and in the canted corner ba%s prgj_ecting at either end A
sandstone bracketed cornice, interrupted by pedinents adorned with Gothic

cwkets andfinials, andframng a hi(fped roof with tall, gabled chinneys
conpl etes the decorative treatnent and picturesque massing of the building.

The Acadeny Building contains retail store space onthe first floor, ofp”e
space inthe upper stories, and a theater. The principa entrance on
S Frontage St. isstill inuseandcontains Gothic-style plasterwork,

the original nmain stairway, and handsone mrrored el evators enhanced by
brass dadoes.

The theater interior islarge, consisting of an horseshoe-shaped orchestra
divided at its mdsection by a continuous, curving brass rai . Glums
placed at various points along the rail support the f*"st bal cony. Above
this rise an additional two balconies and the whol e ensenbl e cul mnates

in an expansive saucer done decorated with period frescoes and a pendant
crystal chandelier.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

\ | Pre-Columbian | CU 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century

15th Century . I17fh Century E 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1876

AREAS OF  SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal I 1 Education . Politicol I | Urban Planning

131 Prehistoric I | Engineering Other (Specify)

Religion/Phi.

Histori .
Q istoric I | Industry losophy

7 Agriculture . i
(71 9 A\ 1 Invention UJ Science

i Architecture 11

Art

Landscape [3] Sculpture

Architecture Q Social/Human-

Commerce I | Literature .
itarian

I I Communications i
Military pf] Theater

I 1 Conservation .
IX] Music [ 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Acadeny Building i san outstanding exanpl e of Ruskini”m Gothic
architecture, thenost inportant building of this style i nFall River,
and, interns of itsquality, scale, and condition, one of the finest

in Nw England. [t was conpleted i n 1876 for Sneon Borden from desi gns
of theBoston architects, Hartwell and Saazey. Constructed at the
height of Fall Rver's commercial and cultural growth, i tisunique in
providing space and facilities for these twomajor forces inthecity's
devel opnent. Wth shop-fronts and three floors of office space it
offered thenost desirable business |ocation and was the finest conmer-
cial block inthecity when conpleted. Today theoffice and retail
portions of theblock remain as the commercial heart of Fall R ver.

The chief theater and opera house éthe Acadeny of Misic, from which the
building took itsnane) was located i nthebuilding and for over half
acentury it was thecultural center of thecity, with thetheater play-
ing host tonany fanous performers inits day.

Except for thenuch altered store fronts, thefacades and exterior
decoration of thebuilding arei nexcellent condition. Inside, nost
original woodwork and plasterwork survives also i ngoodcondition.

The theater i snowinoperation as a novielj*use, and i soriginal through-
out except for theseating of the parquet, There have been no major
renovations at any time, and a theater thesize and age of the Acadeny,
still retaining its original stage machinery, drops, and sets, as well
as itsoriginal crystal chandelier and ornate plastered and painted
audience hall isarare survival. |tcould befully restoredand
opened again for live entertainments, a possibility suggested by the
fact that i tistheonly surviving downtown theater surtablefor [ive
producti ons.
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MAJQOR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL REFERENCES
Earl & Bamford, "Views of Fall River andvicinity" Fall River, 1888.

Fall River Historical Society, M scellaneous Correspondence and Theater
Prograns for t he Acadeny.

Phillips, Arthur Sherman, The Phillips History of Fall River, 3 Vol.,

Fall River, 1944, Vol | , p.83; Vol Il, pp. 116, 161,162; Vol I, pp. 39,
49, 89, 138.

Information supplied by Wlliam Underwood, 38 Rock St., Fall River,"Ra.
02720
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NAME AND TI TLE n
Alexander A. Cassie, Consultant for Elizabeth R. Amadon. State Survey Dir.
OR GANI ZATI ON .
Massachusetts Historical Commission April 17. 1973
STREET AND NUMBER: 0
40 Beacon Street (617~ 727-8470
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston Mac; achu?;etts 02108 07F,
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordint; to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Office of Archeology and Hifloric Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
>lational ¢ State [g Local |~
Date
Name . ATTEST:
JOIpfr. X. DAVCREN, Secretary ofthe
Qrt«ijr.weal th, Chairman of t he Mass.
Title
Historical Commi ssion Keeper ol Th4 National  Register
Date June 12, 1973 Date

GPO 931-894
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T. J. MOORE, JR. A.l.A ARCHITECT 38 ROCK STREET
FALL RIVER

MASSACHUSETTS
0 2 7 2 2
TEL. 617 679-0 126

April 6, 1973

M assachusetts Historical
Coirmiission

40 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts

Gentlemen:

The Acadeny Building, which we have proposed be included i n the
National Register of Historic Places, i sat thepresent timein-
cluded i ntheFall River Downtown Urban Renewal Area. The plan,
whi ch was compl eted Novenber, 1971, calls for thedemolition of

the Acadeny Building and t heconstruction of new commercial and

office space on thesane site.

W thout theinput of theUban Renewal Plan, this building would

not be threatened. | t has for many years functioned as viable
office space. The theater has remained open, andvacanciesi n
the commercial area have been minimal. Only i ntheface of deno-

lition has thebuilding been underutilized.

Furthermore, we feel that thebuilding can be successfully inte-
grated into thePlan. A thorough renovation would provide office
and commercial space equivalent of that proposed i nt hePlan, and
would not materially effect thesite planning. Registration of the
building would provide t heneeded inmpetus toinclude i ti n the
Urban Renewal Plan, and would stimulate interest todevelopers and
the Community at large towork for therestoration of this valuable
| andmar k.

yours frdly,

W 11 i am Underw
WA/ sno



RICHARD C, BRIGHAM AIA

JOSEPH L. ELDREDGE AlIA
SYLVAN LIMON AlIA
CHRISTOPHER HUSSEY AlA

15 HARCOURT STREET
BOSTON

MASSACHUSETTS 02116
TELEPHONE (617) 266-2707

ARCHITECTS

M. Robert B Rettig

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
40 Beacon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear M. Rettig:

| amwriting because | feel a grave urgency concerning the
fate of a very unique structure i nFall River, The Acadeny
Building.

At one time Fall River had a rich assortment of robust
Victorian buildings as can be seen i nthe acconpanying
"Gazetteer". Today virtually all have been lost. This one
remai ning exanple has significant architectural stature i n
its owm right. |t represents also a period of history when
Fall River began i tscultural and industrial rise. Todayi t
still offers commercial value to theCity (retail and office
use) as well as a fine music hall/theatre presently being

m sused.

| amcertain this historicallyand architecturally important
building has a wealth of contributions tonake toitscommunity,
There i smuch interest now being generated for its survival

and rejuvenation. The Application for National Register
Subm ssion which you now have and will be processing i sa
first step i nitsnew life,. | urge that i tbe given rush

priority both here i nBoston and i nWashington.

Sincerely yours.

Richard C Brigham
10 May 1973
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June 11, 1973

40 Beacon Street

of Historic

Jerry Rogers

6" Sefyfelaljyy

ai/oM.
(617)

Naii. 02/0S

727-8470

Pl aces

CERTI FI ED MAI L

National Register
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
18th and C Streets, NW
Washi ngton, DC 20240
Attention: M.

Dear Jerry:

Encl osed

Bristol County,

This has been declared eligible

Historical Comm ssion,

the Secretary of the Conmonweal th,

Massachusetts Historical
Of ficer.

The encl osed

concern over the

Fall

the State Revi ew Board,

lettersfromprivate Fall

i mmedi ate fate of this
is scheduled t obe demolished

i s the National Register nom nation for:

River, Acadeny Building

for siibmssion by the Massachusetts
and has been signed by
John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the

Conmmi ssion anddesignated State Preservation

River citizens
submi ssion.
Fall

indicate the popul ar
Though the Acadeny
River Urban Renewal

under the present

Plan, a local group hasbeen formed with the purpose of preserving it,
and i tis felt that inclusion in the National Register would be a first
and important step inmobilizing popular interest anddemonstrating t othe
Renewal Authority the importance of retaining this building. Since i t may
be only a matter of a few months before demolitionstarts, we would
urge that youexpedite the Acadeny submi ssion.
W th Thanks,
Sincerely,

/
Robert B. Rettig

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssi on
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Jusn&miy Btxlldiag Pall River
Bristol Caanty
Also Notified
nﬂ' State Historic Preservation OffioMr
E'Sr?,' nggrrg V'\\//I EFGSO [ Hon. John T, X, Davoren
Bon, ffergaret M. Heckler Secretary of the Cogaomredth
Mr, Floyd H, Hyde H.D Chairmn, t-fassachusettB lilstorleal
OoMBlsaion

Director, Northeast Region Mo Beseom St eet

BogOUy MMI  fUMBES 02108
jPHR  MMott:jal 7/6/73
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1D4-880 NOV 3 0 196

Mr. Haraan Thibtirdt Or/5+-*
196 Irving Street
Fall River, Massachusetts 02723

Dear M. Thl burdt:

Thank you for your letter concerning tlva Acadeaay Brfled ", River.
Massachusetts, listed i ntheHatlonal Register of Historic Places.

The Acadeny Buildingvias |isted inthe Ilational Register July 2, 1973*

VW ar eenclosiog a copy of the nomnation forra for yotir infortaation.

& arealso enclosing a leaflet which describes the Jlational Register
programaiid explains the criteriafor nondnations. | f youfeel other'
properties i nyour conjEnmty x«<ud aerit National Heglster listing, we
sugs»est you send any infortaation, witten or photographic, to your

State Historic Preservation Officer. For Massachtisetts this official

is Ms. Elizabeth R Aaadon, Executive Director, Massachusetts

Historical Coiasaission, 294 yashington Street, Boatoti, Massachusetts 02108.

V& appreciate your interest inhistoric preservation.
Sincerely yours,

Charles ~. Eo~rlngton (Sgd.)

for
millM J. MmHagh
Keeper of the National Register

Encl osur es

cc: Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon
Massachusetts SHOwWcC

bce: Regional Director, North
Atlantic Region wc
001 Reading File
[S'O wc
FN\P. BLR\S sl e: 11-24- 76 BAS C FI LE RETAI NED | N880



o Jaill Su™ WMeaurird ~nirt™
451 ROCK STREET
FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS 02720

July 6 1978

B Andrew Corsini, Editor

MARQLLE
PO Box 101
Notre Daiie, Ind.. 46556

Dear M, Corsini:

O February 5 1978 you wrote to M. F denn Pontes
in answer to his letter sent to the Theatre Historical Society
& which had been forwarded.to vyou.

His letter was regarding the Acadeny of Music, located in

the Acadeny Building also known in Fall River as the Borden Bl ock.

You suggested that he write to M. Ctalg Morrison which | am to
do this evening.

Since M. Pontes wrote the Acadeny of Misic is threatened.
The Borden Block is to be restored, but the theatre has to go.
The building itself is on the National Register; this does not
protect the theatre within?

The Acaderay of Music was opened in 1876, and on its stage
have appeared the World's Greatest, including Edw n Booth,
Josef*i Jefferson, Lillian Russell.

Ay help you can give us in saving this theatre will be
greatly appreciated.

Very sincerely yours

Florence C. Brighlf Curator

©




The
Theatre Historical  Society

and
marquee: official Quarterly lournal

MEMBERSHIP SECT'Y PRESIDENT EDITOR. MARQUEE
Frederick Beall Steven Levin 6. Andrew Corsini
P O eo«J4l4 230 Hyde Street P.O. Box 101
Al»med*,Ca 94S01 San Francisco, C». 94102 Notre Dame, Ind. 44S54
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or

Dr. Poppeliers: , .,
This letter just came fromthe Theatre Historical Society.

| have shown i tt o Sarah Bridges of the National Register, who will
take i tin hand as per paragraph 1, and see what, i f anything, they
shoul d he doing.

. .o f-J.
A copy of this note will he attached for theinformation of the
National Register.

| should mention that | phoned B. Andrewt o say what we had done, and
that theNR hadtold me t o say they would look into it. However

both Sarah and | were puzzled hy Brighams letter—it's not clear
where th”"""hea”??”s . Brother Andrew thinks i t may be att,achedt o
the Borde®Duirgiirig, or have a separate entrance within it, so that
nmay be whyy the” are concerned. A possible call fromthe NRto

Fall River coula\*larify this,

LPWheel er
T/12/ T8

cc: Sarah Bridges, NR
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fte. Fl orence C FErighara, Curator
Fall liver Historical Society
451 Sock Street

Fal | River, Mua« chu»ett»

I>ear Hs. Brighaea

Ife are writing &B a folloiw-up to tim Hatloaal Register staff's telephone
cotsversatioB with you on Jwly 12 coiscsrntag the kcadmcf Buildlag ta Fail
Myrmt, As y&aksow, a coP>y of your letter to B. Andrew Coralni of tiie
TINMitr« Historical Society ytm referred to the flational Register by tim
Rlstorle Aaerlcaa Euildings Survey (FABS). Lucy Mieeler of HABS is
car*"tly esegaged in a iproject to doct™nt historic iamxlcm. theater*.

Becaase the Atadesy ialldlag. Inli*lcb tlie Acadesry of HnBic is locat«”,
is listed ia tbe Satlossal leglster of Historic Places, any Federal
agency conducting or funding a project affectios; the building mist afford
th& Mvisory Coitmil ORHistoric Pr*servatioa as opportimlty to caveat
on thm project, lie conaultad Mr. Joseph Orfaat of the Hassacbasatts
State felstoric freservatios office, ~id hm cmiftraM your belief that

th« I>epart»«at of Bousiiag and Urban I>eveopswvaat (HUU) would I providiag
fondiag for the rehabilitation of the Academy Building. Hr. Orfant

doas aot koos, hmmuT” whether the i“lans for s«c!i rehabilitation have
besB finalised. H«advised us that three different proposals Imve be©rv
submittett, at least one of which would provide .for the preservation of
the tUeater within the b«Hding.

% also i«>tifled Hs. Sliaroja Casvay of the Advisory COUIKIJH oa Historic
Preservation aisottt the proposed rebabilltatloa project. BJBis obligated
to coisolt both' tbe State Flstorlc Preservation Officer and tlte Council
bafore pTOceediag with any action affactifflg tbe bailding'

If yo« would like additional iafonaation, we recofflnaiid that yox consttlt
elthar Mr. Orfa»t, r*feissacbtssetts Historical CoBsaissioii* 294 Fashlngtoa
Straat, Boston, Hassschasetts 12108 (617-727-8470) or Vis, Coasmy,



Advi sory Council on Historic Freiscrvatlon, 1522 K Street [iW, Suitf 430
Washi agton, Q C 20005 (202-254-3967).

Ve appreciate yottr concern on bebalf of historic preservation.

Sincerely,
Charl : L., ton {Sgin

«JO
yilllaja J. Mirtagh
Keeper of the Hatlonal Register

cc: Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Cosraission
294 \Washi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

M. Robert C. Enbry, Jr.
Assistant Secretary for Comaunity Pl anning
and Devel opnent Room7100

Department of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent
Washi ngton, D C. 20410

Advi sory Council on Historic Preservation
1522 K Street NA, Suite 430
Washi ngton, D C 20005

bcc: M. Maurice H Lundy
Regi onal Director
Nort heast Region
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Federal Building, Room990
915 Second Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98174
IAS (A)
HABS

NR

Director's Reading File
FR C¢cGriffithrbac 523-0431 7-14-78

BASIC FILE RETANED | NN R
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