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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP 

• Distr ict Building ] • Public 

• Site • Structure |K1 Pnvote 

• Object Q Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

STATUS 

( 3 Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 
in progresr 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

[X] Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESEJNT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 Agricultural 

r X Commercial 

I I Educational 

Entertainment 

1 I Government 

I 1 Industrial 

• Mil itary 

Museum 

• Pork 

I 1 Private Residence 

I I Religious 

[ I Scientific 

1 1 Transportation 
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7, DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

1X1 A l t e r e d • Una l te red 

fChec f t One) 

n Moved 3 O r i g i na l Site 

E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Academy Building (1876) occupies an important corner block and fronts 
on three streets: So. Main, So. Frontage, and Second Streets. I t is four 
stories high, of red pressed brick, with plain and carved sandstone trim, 
and polished granite and encaustic t i l e detail. The style is High Victror-
ian (or Ruskinian) Gothic, and the three facades, though composed different­
ly are unified through an abundant use of chromatic Gothic detail, me 
So Main St. and So. Frontage St. facades are basically tripartite with 
large, shallow projecting, pedimented bays and flanking wings._ Tne larger 
portion of the Second St. facade serves as a theater wall and is simpler 
than the rest of the building; i t is f l a t , with decoration confined to a 
row of colossal pointed-arch windows with panel-brick insets and is capped 
with a wide panelled and corbelled brick entablature. 

The principal facades, on So. Main and So. Frontage Sts., have modern glass 
shop fronts on the street level, but retain their original fenestration of 
single, paired, and triple-grouped windows in the upper three stories. 
Decoration is colorfully and exuberantly applied. Windows are capped with 
pointed arches in the second story, segmental arches in the third story, and 
scalloped lintels in the fourth story. Sandstone courses divide the facades 
horizontally and connect windows at both s i l l and cornice levels. On the 
fourth floor and in the central bays, paired stone columns with stylized 
Gothic pinnacles and framing roundels with finely carved grotesques, add 
to the Academy's decorative livdiness. Further sandstone ornamentation 
occurs on the So. Frontage St. facade, in the carved and tiled panels above 
the entrance, and in the canted corner bays projecting at either end A 
sandstone bracketed cornice, interrupted by pediments adorned with Gothic 
cwkets and finials, and framing a hipped roof with t a l l , gabled chimneys 
completes the decorative treatment and picturesque massing of the building. 

The Academy Building contains retail store space on the f i r s t floor, ofp^e 
space in the upper stories, and a theater. The principa entrance on 
So Frontage St. is s t i l l in use and contains Gothic-style plasterwork, 
the original main stairway, and handsome mirrored elevators enhanced by 
brass dadoes. , . .. 

The theater interior is large, consisting of an horseshoe-shaped orchestra 
divided at its midsection by a continuous, curving brass rai . Columns 
placed at various points along the rail support the f^^st balcony. Above 
this rise an additional two balconies and the whole ensemble culminates 
in an expansive saucer dome decorated with period frescoes and a pendant 
crystal chandelier. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ I P r e - C o l u m b i a n | CU 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • I 7 f h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

E 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1876 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

131 P r e h i s t o r i c 

Q H i s t o r i c . 

[ 7 ] A g r i c u l t u r e 

1 ^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I n d u s t r y 

' -\ 1 I n v e n t i o n 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

|X ] M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l o s o p h y 

U J S c i e n c e 

[ 3 ] S c u l p t u r e 

Q S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

p f ] T h e a t e r 

[ 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Academy Building is an outstanding example of Ruskini^m Gothic 
architecture, the most important building of this style in Fall River, 
and, in terms of its quality, scale, and condition, one of the finest 
in New England. I t was completed in 1876 for Simeon Borden from designs 
of the Boston architects, Hartwell and Swazey. Constructed at the 
height of Fall River's commercial and cultural growth, i t is unique in 
providing space and facilities for these two major forces in the city's 
development. With shop-fronts and three floors of office space i t 
offered the most desirable business location and was the finest commer­
cial block in the city when completed. Today the office and retail 
portions of the block remain as the commercial heart of Fall River. 
The chief theater and opera house (the Academy of Music, from which the 
building took its name) was located in the building and for over half 
a century i t was the cultural center of the city, with the theater play­
ing host to many famous performers in its day. 

Except for the much altered store fronts, the facades and exterior 
decoration of the building are in excellent condition. Inside, most 

also in good condition. 
Ij^use, and is original through-
There have been no major 
size and age of the Academy, 

original woodwork and plasterwork survives 
The theater is now in operation as a movie 
out except for the seating of the parquet, 
renovations at any time, and a theater the 
s t i l l retaining its original stage machinery, drops, and sets, as well 
as its original crystal chandelier and ornate plastered and painted 
audience hall is a rare survival. I t could be fully restored and 
opened again for live entertainments, a possibility suggested by the 
fact that i t is the only surviving downtown theater suitable for live 
productions. 

—=ê ^ 
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N A M E A N D T l T L E 

Alexander A. Cassie, Consultant for Elizabeth R. Amadon. State Survey Dir. 
OR G ANI Z A Tl ON 

Massachusetts Historical Commission April 17. 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
| i2 . STATE LIAISON OFF ICER CERTlF tCA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordint; to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

>Iational • State [ g Local | ^ 

(617^ 727-8470 

Mac;^achu?;etts 02108 0?F, 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Name . 

J O l p f ^ . X . DAVOREN, Secretary of the 
Cort«iĵ .wealth, Chairman of the Mass. 
Title 

H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l 
Coirmiission 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
B o s t o n , Massachuse t t s 

Gent lemen: 

The Academy B u i l d i n g , which we have proposed be included i n the 
Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places, i s a t the present time i n ­
cluded i n the F a l l River Downtown Urban Renewal Area. The pl a n , 
which was completed November, 1971, c a l l s f o r the de m o l i t i o n of 
the Academy B u i l d i n g and the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f new commercial and 
o f f i c e space on the same s i t e . 

Without the i n p u t o f the Urban Renewal Plan, t h i s b u i l d i n g would 
not be threatened. I t has f o r many years functioned as v i a b l e 
o f f i c e space. The theater has remained open, and vacancies i n 
the commercial area have been minimal. Only i n the face of demo­
l i t i o n has the b u i l d i n g been u n d e r u t i l i z e d . 

Furthermore, we f e e l t h a t the b u i l d i n g can be s u c c e s s f u l l y i n t e ­
grated i n t o the Plan. A thorough renovation would provide o f f i c e 
and commercial space e q u i v a l e n t of t h a t proposed i n the Plan, and 
would not m a t e r i a l l y e f f e c t the s i t e planning. R e g i s t r a t i o n of the 
b u i l d i n g would provide the needed impetus to include i t i n the 
Urban Renewal Plan, and would s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t to developers and 
the Community a t large to work f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n of t h i s valuable 
landmark. 

Yours t r u l y , yours t r u l y , 

W i 1 l i am Unde rw 

WUJ/smo 



RICHARD C, BRIGHAM AIA 

JOSEPH L. ELDREDGE AIA 

SYLVAN LIMON AIA 

CHRISTOPHER HUSSEY AIA 

15 HARCOURT STREET 

BOSTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 02116 

TELEPHONE (617) 266-2707 

ARCHITECTS 

Mr. Robert B. R e t t i g 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
40 Beacon Stre e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Mr. R e t t i g : 

I am w r i t i n g because I f e e l a grave urgency concerning the 
f a t e of a very unique s t r u c t u r e i n F a l l River, The Academy 
B u i l d i n g . 

At one time F a l l River had a 
V i c t o r i a n b u i l d i n g s as can be 
"Gazetteer". Today v i r t u a l l y 
remaining example has s i g n i f i 
i t s own r i g h t . I t represents 
F a l l River began i t s c u l t u r a l 
s t i l l o f f e r s commercial value 
use) as w e l l as a f i n e music 
misused. 

r i c h assortment of robust 
seen i n the accompanying 
a l l have been l o s t . This one 

cant a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t a t u r e i n 
also a period of h i s t o r y when 
and i n d u s t r i a l r i s e . Today i t 
t o the C i t y ( r e t a i l and o f f i c e 

h a l l / t h e a t r e p r e s e n t l y being 

I am c e r t a i n t h i s h i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y important 
b u i l d i n g has a wealth of c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o make t o i t s community, 
There i s much i n t e r e s t now being generated f o r i t s s u r v i v a l 
and r e j u v e n a t i o n . The A p p l i c a t i o n f o r National Register 
Submission which you now have and w i l l be processing i s a 
f i r s t step i n i t s new l i f e . I urge t h a t i t be given rush 
p r i o r i t y both here i n Boston and i n Washington. 

Sincerely yours. 

Richard C. Brigham 

10 May 1973 





6^ S^efyfela/jyy 

')»mm»n' 40 Beacon S t r e e t 

ai/oM. ^ i a i i . 02/OS 

(617) 727-8470 

June 11, 1973 

Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

A t t e n t i o n : Mr. J e r r y Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear J e r r y : 

Enclosed i s the N a t i o n a l Register nomination f o r : 

B r i s t o l County, F a l l River, Academy B u i l d i n g 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r siibmission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F.X. Davoren, Chairman o f the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated State Preservation 
O f f i c e r . 

The enclosed l e t t e r s from p r i v a t e F a l l River c i t i z e n s i n d i c a t e the popular 
concern over the immediate f a t e o f t h i s submission. Though the Academy 
i s scheduled t o be demolished under the present F a l l River Urban Renewal 
Plan, a l o c a l group has been formed w i t h the purpose of preserving i t , 
and i t i s f e l t t h a t i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register would be a f i r s t 
and important step i n m o b i l i z i n g popular i n t e r e s t and demonstrating t o the 
Renewal A u t h o r i t y the importance of r e t a i n i n g t h i s b u i l d i n g . Since i t may 
be only a matter of a few months before d e m o l i t i o n s t a r t s , we would 
urge t h a t you expedite the Academy submission. 

With Thanks, 

S i n c e r e l y , 

/ 
Robert B. R e t t i g 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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ID4-880 NOV 3 0 1976 

Mr. Horraan Thibtirdt 0r/5+-* 
196 Irving Street 
Fall River, Massachusetts 02723 

Dear Mr. Thlburdt: 

Thank you for your letter concerning tlva Acadeaay Birf1«<l«ĵ , River. 
Massachusetts, listed in the Hatlonal Register of Historic Places. 

The Academy Building v/as listed i n the Ilational Register July 2, 1973* 
We are enclosiog a copy of the nomination forra for yotir infortaation. 
We are also enclosing a leaflet which describes the Jlational Register 
program aiid explains the c r i t e r i a for nondnations. I f you feel other' 
properties i n your conjEnmity x«>uld aerit National Heglster l i s t i n g , we 
sugs»est you send any infortaation, written or photographic, to your 
State Historic Preservation Officer. For Massachtisetts this o f f i c i a l 
is Mrs. Elizabeth R. Aiaadon, Executive Director, Massachusetts 
Historical Coiasaission, 294 yashington Street, Boatoti, Massachusetts 02108. 

We appreciate your interest i n historic preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles .̂ Eo~rlngton (Sgd.) 
fo r 

m i l l M J . Mm-tagh 
Keeper of the National Register 

Enclosures 

cc: Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon 
Massachusetts SHPO w/c 

bcc: Regional Director, North 
Atlantic Region w/c 

001 Reading File 
[Ŝ O w/c 

FNP:BURNS:sle:11-24-76 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880 



Oilĵ  Jail Stuĵ r l̂ feturiral n̂rt̂ tg 
451 ROCK STREET 

FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS 02720 

July 6, 1978 

B. Andrew Corsini, Editor 
MARQULE 
P.O. Box 101 
Notre Daiie, Ind.. 46556 

Dear Mr, Corsini: 

On February 5, 1978 you wrote to Mr. F, Glenn Pontes 
i n answer to his l e t t e r sent to the Theatre H i s t o r i c a l Society 
& which had been forwarded.to you. 

His l e t t e r was regarding the Academy of Music, located i n 
the Academy Building also known in F a l l River as the Borden Block. 
You suggested that he write to Mr. Ctalg Morrison which I am to 
do t h i s evening. 

Since Mr. Pontes wrote the Academy of Music i s threatened. 
The Borden Block i s to be restored, but the theatre has to go. 
The building i t s e l f i s on the National Register; t h i s does not 
protect the theatre within? 

The Acaderay of Music was opened i n 1876, and on i t s stage 
have appeared the World's Greatest, including Edwin Booth, 
Josef*i Jefferson, L i l l i a n Russell. 

Any help you can give us i n saving t h i s theatre w i l l be 
greatly appreciated. 

Very sincerely yours 

Florence C. Brighlf Curator 



/ 

The 
Theatre Historical Society 

and 

m a r q u e e : official Quarterly lournal 

MEMBERSHIP SECT'Y PRESIDENT EDITOR. MARQUEE 
Frederick Beall Steven Levin 6. Andrew Corsini 

P O eo«J4l4 230 Hyde Street P.O. Box 101 
AI»med*,Ca 94S01 San Francisco, C». 94102 Notre Dame, Ind. 44S54 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT 

STAFF MEMBER: 

REPORT: \la (yihd^&i] Jo A, A^JL [iM 

1 UM\) OC 



TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT 

it 

ADDRESS: 

STAFF MEMBER 

REPORT: 

fx PHONE: (,/̂  -/.7>| ^ f/^/ 

DIVISION: 

^ ^ 



TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

TO/FROM: 

ADDRESS: 
C 

PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: M DIVISION; 

1? (UiAtJlil 
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Dr. Poppeliers: , . , , 

This l e t t e r j u s t came from the Theatre H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

I have shown i t to Sarah Bridges of the National Register, who w i l l 
take i t i n hand as per paragraph 1, and see what, i f anything, they 
should he doing. 

•' • . f - J . 

A copy of t h i s note w i l l he attached for the information of the 
National Register. 

I should mention that I phoned B. Andrew to say what we had done, and 
that the NR had t o l d me to say they would look in t o i t . However 
both Sarah and I were puzzled hy Brigham's l e t t e r — i t ' s not clear 
where th^"^hea^??^s . Brother Andrew thinks i t may be att,ached to 
the Borde^Duirgiirig, or have a separate entrance w i t h i n i t , so that 
may be whyy the^ are concerned. A possible c a l l from the NR to 
F a l l River c o u l a \ ^ l a r i f y t h i s , 

LPWheeler 
T/12/T8 

cc: Sarah Bridges, NR 



'JUL 1 7 1978 
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fte. Florence C. Erighara, Curator 
Fall l i v e r Historical Society 
451 Sock Street 
Fall River, Maa«ichu»ett» 

l>ear Hs. Brighaea: 

!fe are w r i t i n g &B a folloiw-up t o t im Hatloaal Register s t a f f ' s telephone 
cotsversatioB w i t h you on Jwly 12 coiscsrntag the kcadmcf Buildlag t a F a i l 
Myrmt, As y&a kssow, a co|>y of your l e t t e r to B. Andrew Coralni of t i ie 
TlNMitr« H i s t o r i c a l Society ytm refer red t o the f la t ional Register by t im 
Rls tor le Aaerlcaa Euildings Survey (FABS). Lucy Mieeler of HABS i s 
c a r * ^ t l y eaagaged i n a iproject to d o c t ^ n t h i s t o r i c iamxlcm. theater*. 

Becaase the Atadesy i a l l d l a g . I n l i^ lcb tlie Acadesry of HnBic i s l o c a t « ^ , 
i s l i s t e d i a tbe Satlossal l e g l s t e r o f His to r ic Places, any Federal 
agency conducting or funding a pro jec t affect ios ; the bu i ld ing mist a f f o r d 
th& M v i s o r y Coi tmi l OR His to r i c Pr^servatioa as opport imlty to cavea t 
on thm pro jec t , lie conaultad Mr. Joseph Orfaat of the Hassacbasatts 
State felstoric f r ese rva t ios o f f i c e , ^ i d hm c m i f t r a M your b e l i e f that 
th« I>epart»«at of Bousiiag and Urban I>evelopswaat (HUU) would 1>« providiag 
fondiag fo r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the Academy Bui ld ing . Hr . Orfant 
doas aot koos', hmmuT^ whether the i^lans f o r s«c!i r e h a b i l i t a t i o n have 
besB f i n a l i s e d . H« advised us that three d i f f e r e n t proposals Imve be©rv 
submittett, at least one of which would provide .for the preservation of 
the tUeater w i t h i n the b « H d i n g . 

% also i«>tif l«d Hs. Sliaroja Corsway of the Advisory COUIKJH oa H i s to r i c 
Preservation aisottt the proposed r e b a b i l l t a t l o a p r o j e c t . EUB i s obligated 
to c o i s o l t both' tbe State F l s t o r l c Preservation O f f i c e r and tlte Council 
bafore pTOceediag wi th any ac t ion a f fac t i f f lg tbe b a i l d i n g ' 

I f yo« would l i k e addi t iona l ia fonaat ion, we recofflnaiid that yo?t consttlt 
e l thar Mr. O r f a » t , r^feissacbtssetts H i s t o r i c a l CoBsaissioii* 294 Fashlngtoa 
Straat, Boston, Hassschasetts 12108 (617-727-8470) or Vis, Coasmy, 



Advisory Council on Historic Freiscrvatlon, 1522 K Street liW., Suitf 430 
Washiagton, O.C. 20005 (202-254-3967). 

Wa appreciate yottr concern on bebalf of historic preservation. 

Sincerely, 
-: . -- -ton { S g i ' \ 

Charl: .-.-'•-•-

•JO* 
yilllaja J . Murtagh 
Keeper of the Hatlonal Register 

cc: Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Cosraission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Mr. Robert C. Embry, J r . 
Assistant Secretary for Comraunity Planning 

and Development Room 7100 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Washington, D. C. 20410 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street NW., Suite 430 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

bcc: Mr. Maurice H. Lundy 
Regional Director 
Northeast Region 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Federal Building, Room 990 
915 Second Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98174 
IAS (A) 
HABS 
NR 
Director's Reading F i l e 

FHR: C Gr i f f i t h r b a c 523-0431 7-14-78 
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