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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 116-L-10
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

V/orcester
1. Town

Address i+1 Eli™ Street

Nane Joseoh Davi s House

V/orcester Piedevelopment
Present use

2. Photo <3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Authority - offices

Present owner Worcester Redevelopmeni

3. Description: Authority

Date 188ij.
date placque and "Waite
Source Papers”

Roll
Style sningle style
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Peabody h Stearns of Boston
in relation to nearest cross streets and )
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric shinarle

none

Outbuildings (describe)b | d pitched ro<
Other features wambrel and pitehed o

with dormers, bay windowa, overhang,
decorative shinglework, panelled

chimneys

Altered porch Date mid-20th
enclosed century

Moved no Date

Assessors' Book 3* P« 33
UTM-- 5. Lotsize: Lot #3 27,837 sq. ft.

One acre or less _X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 80’

Approximate distance of building from street
10’
V/.'-.<.M ; Setiman
6. Recorded by B« Pfeiffer

Organization V/orc. Heritage Pres. Soc

Date February 1978

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known)  Joseph Estabrook Davis

/(\)ri'gi'nal’ use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Worcester Natural History Society (after 19530;

offices (present)
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education -Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce ZZZZ  Industry X Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Desi gned by the promnent Boston firn of Peabody and Stearns, the Joseph
Davis House i s one of V/orcester's best exanples of Shingle St*le archi-
tecture. The house has anirregular plan with major elevations facing
south andwest. The south facade has a porch (partially enclosed) at its
first storey, above which at the west endis a bay w ndow surnmounted by

a steeply ﬁitched, overhanging gable; the east endof the south facade
contains the dornmered slopes of a two-storey ganbrel roof. The west

el evation is asyrametrical, containing several gables anda central bay

w ndow, onewall of which contains a decorative panel bearing the building's
construction date. Other features of the house include a tall oriel (east
el evation) which lights stair landing, interior and exterior chimeys,

and avariety of decorative shingling. Although a newroad passes Irane-
diately east of the house (where a neighboring house once stood), the
Davis House remains inlargely original condition, having undergone the
partial enclosure of itsporch andthe remval of the porch railing.

The Davis House , which was illustrated in The Engineering and Building
Record in 1888, was also the subject of extensive interior photographs,
showi ng the house's ori?inal furnishings (photos nowin the collection of
the Viorcester Histo.rica.l Society), An additional fine detail of the
-property isitslow wall of granite (laid in abroken course) with a
rounded coping of brown sandstone,

(cont.)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City atlases and directories
Al bert V/iaite Papers

The Engineering andBuilding Record, \(/Iolll. XVIl, 5/ 35/ 1888, p. 322
ustration
Journal of the Society of Architectural Hi rians, vol. XXXI'l, no. 2,

str
sto
A 1&7’3, PP« |114.-131 (Peabudy and



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Canmunity: Fom No:

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL C(>MSSION V/orcester 116-L-10
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name ~# : « w
' Joseph Davxs Hous<
Indicate each item on inventory form vihidi is being continued below.

Joseph Davis, theson of Isaac Davis (seeSurvey i-‘om7fll6-L-13) "ves,
born inV/iorcester i n1838 and*he |860s vras married t oMy Valdo Lincoln,
granddaughter of Governor Levi Lincoln. During thel87C5 and |880sthe
couple lived at 53 Vest Street (see LincolnEstate - El mPark Area - Forra
116-L) until thepresent house was built on theside lavm of Lincoln's
mansi on, Davis lived at |4l Elra Street until 1890 when he sold t he house
to V/iillian Rice and noved t o Boston. Rice, vrho became president of the
V/ ashburn ¢ Moen Manufacturing Conpany i n1891, was involved inwire nmanu-
facturing from theage of 18 (1852) v;hen he worked as a clerk for Ichabod
V/ashburn :; Co. Around 1889 Hice establishedthe wire manufacturing firm
of Vlilliam E, Rice Conpany i nConnecticut, |ater noving t heconpany t o
Hol yoke, Massachusetts. | n 1865 Rice's firmraerged v;ith | , V/ashburn L
Men Co, | n1867 Rice traveled in England where he purchased new rod-
rolling equlpraent which was installed i ntheV ashburn £ Mben North WV orks
in 1868- 1669 and soon becanme an i mportant factor i ntheconpany's success.
During thelate 1860s Rice also served as treasurer and general manager
of t heQuinsiganond V/ire VIorks, which was nerged into Washburn & Moen
in 1868. | N 1877 Rice founded the X/ orcester V/iire Conpany at South
Wor cester. | Nn1899 Rice, who was then president of the Washbui*n ¢ Moen
Manufacturing Corapany and of the V/iorcester V/ire Gompany, was i nstrument al
in promoting mergers which led totheformation of the American Steel
and V/ire Gonoany, |ater the United States Steel Company. After 1899
Viilliam Rice*retired froffi active business. El mStreet remainedi n

the Rice famly until 1953 when Al bert V. Rice (son of Wlliara Rice) gave
the property tothe V/iorcester Natural History Society,

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



