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Ditto Farm is located on the Ditto Farms Regional Park property along the
north side of Landis R oad, about half a mile west of White Hall Road in Washington
County, Maryland, The house is situated near a small spring-fed stream and faces
south.

The dwelling is a five-bay, two story brick structure with a two-bay, one-story 
brick ell extending to the north or rear of the main section. The walls are set on 
low limestone foundations at the front elevation, which become considerably higher 
at the rear of the house and the ell.

Bricks of the front elevation are laid in Flemish bond while other walls display a type 
of common bonding unusual for Was-ington County, consisting of three courses of stret­ 
chers between header rows. A water table capped with quarter round molded brick extends 
along the facade. Flat brick arches present over the openings diminish in height from 
1 1/2 bricks at the first story to 1/2 brick at the attic level.

Windows appears to be spaced symmetrically in the facade. The six over six light double 
hung sashes are held within narrow frames, which appear to be replacements of wider, 
more massive frames. Few windows spaced at random are present in the rear elevation.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the facade. The unusual nine panel 
doer is topped by a four light transom and is flanked by paneled jambs. The doorway 
is, however, quite simple in its appearance. In the rear elevation of the main section 
is a door which retains its original wide wooden frame with pegged joining.

A three-bay, one story entrance porch with a hipped roof shelters the central bays of 
the facade. It is supported by round doric style pillars.

The roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal and is finished at the gables with a 
tapered barge board which narrows to the roof peak. The eaves boxing is finished with 
a band of simple molding. Brick chimneys with corbeled caps are located inside each 
gable end and inside the end of the ell. -The chimney in the ell was heightened at a 
later time. The house is in fair condition and appears structurally sound.

East of the house is a large stone end bank barn set parallel to Landis Road. This 
undated structure appears typical of stone barns built during the first half of the 
nineteenth century. It is in fair to good condition.

A 19th century springhouse exists on the property of no historic interest.
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Ditto Knolls is one of two historic farm complexes in the 311.17 acre Ditto Farm 
Regional Park which will, in addition to recreational activities, interpret farming 
in Western Maryland. Ditto Knolls and the Henry McCauley Farm (see separate 
National Register nomination) will be restored as a part of the park. Ditto Knolls 
is important for its architecture and its contribution to Washington County history.

Architecturally Ditto Knolls is a significant example of the construction patteraa of 
Washington County and western Maryland where stone and brick were important building 
materials. This property is an unusually early example of the County f s brick arch­ 
itecture. Several features of this house - water table, Flemish bond brickwork on 
the facade used in combination with a common bond of three courses of stretchers 
between header rows, taped barge board, and wide pegged door frame - are associated 
with 18th and very early 19th century structures in Washington County, Built with 
five bays and and a center main entrance, it is representative of a major type of 
building in western Maryland and the Cumberland Valley derived from the Georgian style 
Brick houses built, as this one was, prior to 1820 are rare in the County.

The large stone end bank barn is a well preserved example of regional agricultural 
construction.

The property was owned through most of its history by the McCauley family, prominent 
farmers in the County. The McCauley family at the same time owned the McCauley Farm 
the second historic complex in the park.

In 1847 Samuel McCauley bought what is now Ditto Knolls from Catherine McCra 
who had inherited the farm from Michael Fernsler. Fernsler acquired the property in 
two transactions from Wendel Gilbert (also spelled Sibert) in 1791 and 1794. Either 
Fernsler or Gilbert is the probabl- builder of Ditto Knolls.

The lands making up this farm to include parts of the original property Meshek's 
Garden, Resurvey On Old Fox Deceived and Cobbler's Hall.
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DESCRIPTION, continued

The Landis Road house, a two-story, five-bay brick structure with a 
central entrance hall would appear to date from the late 18th or early 
19th century. Although its exact building date has not been determined, 
this house would appear to be an unusually early example of Washington 
County's brick architecture. Brick houses built prior to 1820 are rare 
in Washington County and Western Maryland. Several features of this house 
are associated with late 18th and early 19th century brick construction 
in this county. Among these is the presence of a water table topped with 
quarter round molded brick, the use of Flemish bond at the facade wall in 
combination with common bond at the side and rear elevations which employs 
only three courses of stretchers (instead of the customary five) between 
header rows, the tapered barge board, and the use of a wide wooden door 
frame with pegged joining as well as evidence of the existence of window 
frames of this type prior to mid-19th century alterations.

Paula S. Dickey, in response to a request from the National Register for 
a short paragraph outlining the basis for dating the Landis Road house. 

6/76

Washington County has not begun the planning process for the park to 
surround the two Ditto Farms properties, so no procedure for this has been 
formulated. For further information, contact Alan R. Musselman, Planning 
Director, or Joseph Widmyer, Director of Parks and Recreation, Washington 
County.
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