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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The largest and most remarkable of the latte sites in the 

Marianas, the "House of Taga" consists of 12 pillar and capstones 

each measuring 15 feet in length. Presently, only two pillars 

remains standing, the rest have fallen and separated from their 

capstones .

was a complex of some 18 structures of 

which the present structure the largest and most centerally 

located. Seventeen of these structures were destroyed during 

the urban expansion of Tinian Twon prior to the end of World 

War II.

The pillars and capstones are coral limestones apparently 

quarried on Tinian. They are presently considerably weathered 

and pock marked with a thin overburden of moss and grass.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The latte complex on Tinian is according -:to)'rttmmor the home 

off the great Chief Taga who led a unifying campaign which 

resulted in his assuming the monarchy of the entire Marianas 

Chamorro population. Legend goes on to state that he was a 

man of great statue, and hence, the huge size of the "House 

of Taga."

All latte sites have yielded considerable amounts of pottery, 

stone tools, and skeleton remains, but the greatest significance 

of this latte structure lies in its size and in its potential 

link with the leader of the original Chamorro unity.
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Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands December 3, 1974
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Office of the District Administrator
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local Q
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Date December 3, 1974
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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