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Summary Paragraph

The Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library isa large three-story wooden Shingle-Style municipal
building with afieldstone ground floor, carriage porch, flared shingle siding (second story and above), conical
gtair towers, and a steep hipped roof with triangular vent dormers. The eastern end of the building is surmounted
by a square two-story clock tower with conical corner turrets and a large ship weathervane. On the exterior, the
building remains largely unchanged from its original 1893-94 form. The interior of the building retains mog of
its original usssand many of its original features. Even though the large second-gtory hall has had office soace
inserted into its center, other auditorium featuresremain intact, including its stage, balcony, and ceiling
elements. Located on a hilltop in Essex Center, the building frontson a mixed residential and commercid
gtretch of Martin Street and overlooks the valley below, including the meandering Essex River and its st
marshes. The 15 acre parcel isroughly divisibleinto three contributing parts, fulfilling citizen nesds for access
(the semicircular Front Driveway and Walk, dating from 1893-94), recreation (the ca. 1903 Town Hall Baseball
Grounds), and commemoration (Memoria Park, 1946-52). The basebdl diamond occupies ariverbottom flat a
the base of the building's hill; the stegp grass-covered hillside between offersinformal spectator seating for
games The mogt prominent objects are a half-dozen memorids to war veterans dong the northern and eastern
edges of the site, especially those counted as contributing objects: the large 1905 Soldiers Monument, the 1919
Memoria Tree Tablets, the 1943 sone and wooden triptych Essex Honor Roll, and the 1949 Goodhue
Memorial Stone. Owned by the Town of Essex, the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library is
generaly ingood condition, is little atered snce its period of significance (1893-1957), and hes historic
integrity interms of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Location and Setting

The setting of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library istransitional, between the main
commercial district of Essex and a medium dengity lae19%" century residential district. Located on ahilltopin
Essex Center, the building frontson Martin Street and overlooks the valley below, including the meandering
Ess=x River and its salt marshes, as well as itstributary Alewife Brook (See Photograph #1). Laid out in 1859,
Martin Street becamethe main road between Essex Center and Essex Falls to the eedt, amill villageon Alewife
Brook just below Chebacco Lake. Today this stretch of Martin Street is also the eastern end of Massachusetts
State Highway 22, which begins & Rt. 1A in Beverly and passesthrough Wenham and Hamilton to Essex. The
terminus of Martin Street and Hwy. 22 occurs ablock to the eest & Main Street. Along with its extensons along
John Wise Avenue and Eagtern Avenue, Main Street formsthe route of State Highway 133, which snce
Colonia times has been the main road from Gloucester to Ipswich. Main Street crossesthe Essex River by the
Causaway, and isthe center of saverd generations of town commercid activity, from the shipbuilding activities
documented & the nearby Essex Shipbuilding Museum to the tourist-centered restaurants and antique stores
which line both sdes of the highway.

The Ess=x Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library occupies a block-long frontage on Martin Street, roughly
corresponding to the stretch between Winthrop Street and Maple Street (the latter starting directly across from

(continued)
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the westem entry to the Town Hall semicircular drive). Five houses occupy this block on the northern sde of
the street. The oldest (at the corner of Martin & Winthrop), isthe James Lyman House, 21 Martin Street (1820;
MHC #69). Located directly acrossfrom Shepard Memorial Drive, it isa5-bay center-hall house with Greek
Revival stylisticelements. Moretypical is 31 Martin Street, the John Wetmore House (1859; MHC #57), a
"Victorian Eclectic" with aclapboard and shingle gable end, Italianate brackets, and a sunburst on the pediment
over the door. Infact, four of the five houses on the block have some or al shingle siding. The house & 25
Martin isdso front gabled with shingle and clapboard siding. Directly across from the eastern outlet of the
Town Hall front driveway, 27 Martin is a shingled gambrel-roofed cgpewith a prominent 3-5ded front dormer.
Number 35 Martin Street is a shingled cagpewith afront shed dormer.

Two major waterlines occupy the site, including awell-head on a shelf of the hillside, between the Town Hall
and the Town Hall Baseball Grounds. Known as the townwell, it was accessed a one time by apath that led
from Martin Street along the hillside. The second waterline, desgnated adrainage sump on 1938 ste plan, runs
from Martin Street to a point about a hundred yards southeast of the Town Well, between the backstop and the
Goodhue Memorial Stone. Drainage and settlement is an ongoing concern on the lower part of the site; within
the lagt few years a new water treatment facility hes been built on the former Boston & Maine Railroad land to
the southeadt, and anew layer of fill dirt added over the southern half of the outfield in 2006.

The land directly adjacent to the eest and south of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library
remained property of the railroad until 1943, when the B & M sold 35 acres of land, including its depot, train
shed, trainyard, and right-of-way, to the Town of Essex. All buildings, structures, and objects relating to its
railroad usage were razed. Subsequently the town aso acquired the marshland on the other sde of the railroad
land, and eventually incorporated all of it into asingle lot measuring 14.3 acres in extent. The reqt of the lot has
gone through a number of municipal usages, including severd decadeswhen the marshland functioned as the
Essex Town Dump. Today the former lane from Martin Street to the depot, somewhat realigned, is named
Shepard Memoria Drive, and the former depot land to the eest of this street hes avariety of municipal usages
Starting & the northernmost part of this section of the land directly to the east of Shepard Memorial Drive, the
site where the former depot land abuts Martin Street became the Edward C. Story Memorial Building/Essex
Fire Station (1950). Eventually a large rear addition was mede to this building for the Essex Police department.
South and southeast of this building are a number of e ements completed or rebuilt within the last decade,
including a municipal parking lot and anew water trestment plant/public restroom facility. This single-story
building issded infieldstone and hes shingled gables, in deferenceto the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P.
Burnham Library, which isprominent on its hilltop ablock away. A new tot-lot playground has been
established directly to the south of this building, partially aop a 1960s-era complex of tennis courts. A single
tennis court remains, directly adjacent to the former railroad right-of-way. The former dump ste beyond to the
south has been allowed to revert to marshland.

(continued)
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Exterior: Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library

Although decidedly asymmetrical, the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library hes aclear plan
articulated by athree-part organization, its long central mess flanked by the tower on the northern corner and a
cross-gabled block on the southwestern end (See Photograph #2). This exterior form corresponds to the generd
floor plan of the second (and third) floor, atwo-story auditorium goace featuring a large rear bacony a one end
(mostly under the tower) and a high, degp stage on the other end, flanked by a restroom/dressing room stack on
the second and third floors. The three-part structure regppears frequently within each third of the building.
Horizontally, thisthree-part structure is evident on all four sdes, in thefieldstone ground floor, the tall shingled
walls above, and the segp hipped roof with itstriple vents. Furthermore, architect Weston took advantage of
southwest-northeast orientation of the street and hilltop in positioning windows to flood the building'spublic
oaces with natural light, while minimizing glare. The building meesures 45 feet by 84 feet.

The daborate shingled corner tower, seemingly oversized, is sced appropriately to the bulk of the building
(See Photograph #3). Itsheight and Sze isfurther justified by itsfunction. The tower is symbolically
separated from the rest of the building by oversized molding boards, alabel molding (square-arched hood
molding) with corbelled corner stops. The height of the tower is necessary to providethe drop for the weights
for the eight-day clock; these weights occupy a2-foot square shaft in the north sub-tower that runs from the
upper level of the tower all the way down to the basament. Vertically, the tower itself has athree-part
composition, itsbell chamber topped by a clock chamber which, inturn, sports atall open attic. The four broad
faBades of the tower provide mounting gpace for the four enormous clock facesand the louvered sound-
dispersa openings around the bell chamber. The base of the tower rests atop the third-floor balcony of the
auditorium; arow of triple windowsinthe northwest and the northeast faBades of the tower base light the
northern corner of the balcony and provide glare-freeillumination into the entire auditorium gpace. Ina manner
that suggedts afanlight above the triple-window band, architect Frank Weston placed the louver boards for
dispersing sound from the bell chamber directly above the banded windows, set ina large half-circlearch. An
appropriately oversized arch of trim boards with an overscaled keystone further ties the unit together. Thearch
rests upon improbably delicate columns besde the windows. The northern column is missing in both the
northwest and northeast faBades; both columns are stored currently in the balcony of the auditorium. The other
two lower fafades of the tower gppear to be swallowed up in the bulk of the roof; on the southeest Side, only a
diagonally dliced upper portion of the louvered chamber gppears, while even that is below the roofline on the
southwest sde. The Roman-numera clock facesabove, however, gopear unobstructed on al four sdes. The
four lowest rows of shingles on the tower are sraight-edged, while the remainder are tabbed. The bell tower
roof isamodified pyramid or ogee shape, with flared flanks that eyebrow above the clock face. Thefour
cylindrical dde turrets project slightly above their bell tower, and are capped with conical roofs. Thefinal
decorative element atop the tower is an oversized weethervane, with compass directional arms, depicting in
slhouette the SantaMaria and the date "1893."

(continued)
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The long axis of the building parallels Martin Street, and thus the building faces to the northwest. This
northwestern faBade provides the primary accessto the Town Hall through the front door inthe tower end of the
building (and formerly to the library inthe other end). The tower section of thewall isthree bayswide: the
double front doors flanked by side windows, and on the sscond floor afull-height /1 windowflankedby two
shorter windows. An outsized porte cochere (designated "carriage porch” in Weston's architectural drawings,
and referred to as such hereafter) extends the full width of the tower base. Four large piers support the outside
end of the carriage porch, paired together on each end to allow abroad front walk to gpproach the door directly
from the dtreet. The bottom 2/3 of each of these four squared pillarsiswrapped with amortared field stone
foundation to match the ground-floor walls. The upper third of eech pier isacluster of four Tuscan wooden
pillars with smple square individual basssand capitals, eech st of four sharing acommon square plinth atop its
gone column. The roof of the carriage porch is hipped with aridgethat formsthe sill level of the second floor
windows. The interior of the carriage porch hes adramatic boarded coved ceiling which rises toward the sone
wall. The bead boarding and shingles protected by the carriage porch have areddish tint to them. The doorway
to the building has plain inset paneling above and on the sides, and is a 1950 replacement for the origina door.
The sidewalk entrance inthe middle of the carriage porch is further framed by atriangular pediment wall
dormer, the ends of which rest, visually, on the insde pair of pillars. A signboard above the walk reeds"TOWN
HALL." An oldiron fire escgpe leeds from the Front Driveway to a platform atop the carriage porch beneath
the second-floor windows. An early postcard view of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library, after
the erection of the Soldiers Monument, shows that the fire excgpe originally extended to the third floor (inthe
tower) from the second.

Two plagues are important eements of the carriage porch. The bottom of the granite risers has acircular brass
benchmark insat flush with the tread, which reeds"MASSACHUSETTS DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS'
"ELEV. B.M. NO. AG 52" and "PENALTY PROVIDED FOR DISTURBING THIS MARKER." This
benchmark is further recorded on the USGS topographical map. Finally, asmall brass plague cemented to one
of the entry piers reeds" THESE SPRUCE TREES WERE PLANTED BY ESSEX GRANGE #391 ON MAY
11, 1931." This plague presumably refers to the two mature spruceswhich flank the front walk.

The center third of the northwest facade of the building also has athree-part structure, with groups of banded
windows separated by visual pillarsconsisting of field sone on the ground level and shingled pilasters on the
second floor. From ground to roof, eech of these bays between the piers generally conssts of @) a single broad
granite lintel above ahorizontal band of single panes on the basament level, b) three 1/1 double-hung windows
on the ground level, and c) three tall /1 double-hung windowson the second story (the center window wider
than the other two). Only the northernmost bay bresksthis pattern. Due to a structural support pillar it hes no
basament window, and, on the ground floor, instead of agroup of three windows it has single windowson either
sde of the support pillar, expressed on the exterior as adoor-like wooden framewith five recessed pands
dacked vertically. To provide further illumination to the tall second-story auditorium, the architect dso
(continued)
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provided a fixed sseh of small square panesdirectly above the second story windows, extending up to the
roofline: six lightson the Sdes and nine lightsin the center. This pattern is repeeted in all three bays of the
center section, for atotal of 81 panes of glass on the second-floor level alone. The center section aso shows the
pattern of second-floor shingling that repeets around the building: four rows of plain shingles alternating with
four rows of tabbed shingles. The center section has a gutter and copper downspouts.

The cross-gabled southern third of the northwestern facade is dso three bays wide: a protruding conical stair
tower closest to the auditorium with its small, narrow windows st between the floors (atiny square a the
basement level); asmall library entry door in the center with twofloorsof single windows above it inthe gable,
and atwo story window stack on the far end. A gable return on this far end of the gable baances the conical
roof tower (See Photograph #4).

The narrow southwestern facade isthe smplest of the four (See Photograph #5). The basament windows are
draight gone lintels above bands of single square panes. A bank of ninetall window bays, to light the library,
occupies dmost the entire ground floor. The flared shingled wall above the windows projects slightly, amost
like apavilion, to givethe banded windows grester emphadis and unity. The positioning of these windows
closaly mimics those of the second-floor auditorium in the northwestern faSade: 1/1 double-hung windows, the
center window of each triple wider than the other two, with a fixed sseh of small square panesdirectly above,
extending up to the roofline: six lightson the sdes and nine lightsin the center. Once again, this pattern yields a
total of 81 panesof glass inthis bank of windows. The nine bays here are separated by smplevertical gtrips of
shingles, two of the strips slightly wider to group the windows into rows of three. The second story wall,
corresponding to the back of the stage, isblank. A belt course—formed by a small flareinthe wall that makes a
row of shingles project slightly from the wall—wraps this wing from the stairtower on the northwest faBade to
the stairtower on the southeest faade, delineating the second and third stories. Abovethis, a shingled oversized
wall dormer, so windowless, rises above the middle third of the faQade. An early panoramic view of thetown
shows that this dormer originally held windows; they were boarded over in 1949. The ridge of the cross-gable
roofline on thisend of the building is broken by two chimneys placed symmetrically. A long disabled-access
ramp, added ca 2000, begins about halfway acrossthis faBade and wraps the western corner of the building,
providing primary accessto the library through the southeastern library door. A silver aluminum book drop box
dts adjacent to the building near the end of the ramp.

The southeest feQade of the building overlooksthe Ipswich River valley, and is quite similar to the long
northwest faBade, from the basement windows to the three oversized triangular louvered dormer vents in the
geep roofline (See Photograph #6). 1nthe southern end, the biggest change isthe recent addition of the
disabled access ramp, which begins on southwestern sde of the building and terminates a the library door. Care
was taken to integrate the ramp with the rest of the building as much as possible, by shingling the ddes of the
ramp and the pogsthat hold up the little end-gabled entry porch. The projecting faSade of the porch gable
repeatsthe lines of the larger building and even the flare of the shingled siding. The middiethird of the building
(continued)
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aso mirrorsits opposite, with afew variations. In its southern bay, acrumbling concrete service bulkhead with
rusty metal doors provides access into the basement of the building. Inthe northern bay of this middle third, a
single window gppears on the ground floor instead of three, due to the interior support column and storage vault
in the treasurer's office. On the second floor, the fixed pane windows (above the tall 1/1 double-hung windows)
prominent on the northwest falade are absent here, as they were subsequently boarded over. Instead, a shingled
panel extends from the top of the tall double-hung windows to the roofline, in order to cut down on glare in the
auditorium.

The section of the southeast faBade which most differsfrom the northwest faBade is the tower end. Like the
opposite end of the faBade, thisthird projects slightly from the wall as agable-end pavilion. With basament

level windows inthe outside bays, and three evenly spaced |/ windows on the first and second floors, this
dement of the falade is nearly symmetrical, except that the southernmogt of the second-floor windows ishalf as
tall as the others. The shingling here aso replicates the belt course of the southern gable. But the most
prominent dements of the bay are two enormous chimneys, each 6/2 brickswideand VA bricks degp, which
emerge from the flared shingle siding andjoin into asingle chimney flue a the gable level, like an enormous
brick tuning fork. The shoulders of the chimneys, where they join a the gable level, are formed with large
rough-faced stone blocks. A retaining rod expressed on the outside with an iron star provides further anchorage
for the chimney stack.

The northeastern faBade is dominated by the tower, which gits atop the northern two-thirds of the faBade (Sse
Photograph #7). The set-back southern third has abroad slit window at the basement level, arow of three
windows a ground floor, and a single window &t the second-floor level. Thethird-floor level sports an
improbable-looking broad wall dormer with a hipped roof and three banded windows, the center window wider
than the others. Although it almost gppeears like an addition, the dormer isoriginal and integral, and lights the
northern half of the gallery. The base of the tower aso holds the main staircase of the building, its windows
rising from right to left. On the basement level, the sandard basement window with a massve single-block
granite lintel on the right becomes ataller window with a ssgmentd field-stone arch. The mog impressive
dement isawindow that bresks the line between the first and second floors and istopped by adiminutive
bracketed hood in the form of atriangular pediment. Weston's window placement is more playful and symbolic
than literal here, though. For example, only the left upper two of the four stepped windows on the second story
actually light the staircase, and the top of the staircase is lit by the left window of the row of three windowsin
the base of the tower above.

Interior: Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library

The Ess=x Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library building still provides goace for the offices of the Town

of Ess=x and itstown library, as it did when the building opened. The basement is mostly unfinished open

goace, with sdonewallsand a cement floor. The building isdivided into six interior bays, with two support

pillars for each of the five transverse support beams. Currently the building isheated by an oil burner, which
(continued)
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heets boiler water for circulation through the steam radiator system. This hegting plant is located inthe
northwestern corner of the basement, sectioned off from the rest of the basament by a partition wall. Theonly
other room inthe basement isthe walk-in vault that holds the town records, approx. 10x20 feet in Size, along
the southeast wall.

Approximately two-thirds of the ground floor of the building is occupied by the T.O.H.P. Burnham Library.
With the recent addition of the disabled-access ramp, patrons enter through the former back door, inthe
southeastern faBade, into a small vestibule that also gives accessto the stair tower. A mirror-image vestibule
and gtair tower are on the opposite sde of the building, the former front entrance (which is now closed). The
small stair towers, expressed on the outside as conical towers, provide access from the basement and library up
to the stage and the third-floor dressing rooms (See Photograph #8). These open-string rear Saircases ae
generdly narrow and steep with tight turns. The wooden balustrades are supported by ssimple round balusters
(two per tread) and squared newe posts—with chamfered corners, deek curved pyramidal caps, and turned-
knob pendants. Directly adjacent to and just beyond this stair tower vestibule (on both sdes, toward the middie
of the building), are the flues for the basement furnaces.

The western half of the first floor—the first three internal bays—holds the open stack gpacefor the library. This
was the original library gpace, according to penciled notations on Weston's blueprints, and hes aways been
used by the library. Squared columns with simple cove-trim capitals support boxed transverse beams, all
expressed on the indde of the library. The checkout counter and librarian's desk are inthe southwest corner of
the room. The centra two bays of the first floor were originally town government offices arranged aong a
central hallway. The library took over the northern half of these baysearly inits history, their hallway doors
closed (one transom window remains) and the roomsjoined to the library by removing the intervening sde
walls. From 1942 to 1965 this gpace reverted to use as town offices. The former toilet room south of the hallway
has been divided to become both a small restroom and the Essex Room for local history. The door between the
library and the town offices, which inthe blueprints was located between the third and fourth bays, hes been
moved eessward down the hallway to the middle of the fifth bay.

Three town offices occupy the eastern third of the first floor, around the inain staircase. Directly north of the
vedtibule and the front door, a small office has been meade out of what was intended (inthe blueprints) to be an
8x8 foot janitor's gpace. The two best-preserved town offices are a the southern end of the hall, those of the
town clerk (originally the "Selectman's Office" and the Town Treasurer). Located inthe southeast comer, the
Town Clerk's office has its original headboard wainscoting and bookcases. Located inthe next bay, the
treasurer's officeretains the original built-in vault and a large free-standing safe. The lettering on the vault door
aopearsto be original and reads"TOWN OF ESSEX RECORDS MOSLER SAFE CO. BOSTON." The large
freestanding floor safe (which may predate the Town Hall), featuresa landscape painting on its door of alarge
3iTiaged ship with aU.S. flag, and a lighthouse far inthe background. The lettering reeds"MANF'D BY
GEORGE L DAMRON, BOSTON FOR THETOWN OF ESSEX."

(continued)
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The bulk of the eesternmost bay contains the wide main staircase up to the former second-floor auditorium and
its balcony/gallery. This open-string staircase hes dark wooden wainscoting on its exterior stair wall. The
interior balustrade hes three baugters per tread, square with turned spool decorations intheir upper third. Round
newel pogtsrise from sguare bases, with turned knob newe caps. The staircase to the basement, accessible by a
doorway below the stairs, is as wide as the Staircase above it, although its finishesare more rudimentary. The
second floor landing is enclosed, with itsoriginal wainscoting and four-panel gatefold doorway intact (See
Photograph #9). Two door pands are hinged together on either Sde of the central opening; each of thefour
doors hes five large insat panels arranged vertically.

The gatefold doorway originally opened into the second-floor auditorium, between the first and second internal
structural bays, benesth the balcony. The second floor retains most of itsoriginal form and materials, although a
series of offices with sheetrock wallsand drop ceilings hes been built within the space. Just beyond the doors, &
the head of and framing the central hallway, two square center pillars support atransverse beam that reinforces
the balcony (and supports the southern corner of the tower). These pillars and beam gppear on the original
floorplans. They run continuously from the basament to the tower. On either Sde of the landing, inthe outside
thirds of the first bay, according to Weston's plans, were the original cloak rooms and toilet rooms for the men
(south of the staircase) and women (to the north), doors opening off of the staircase. Slightly reconfigured
internally, the women's toilet room and cloak room remain in their original locations, as doesthe men'stoilet
room. The men's cloak room has been opened up to become part of the adjacent hallway, while its remaining
headboard wallsare intact. West of this lobby area are four sheetrock-walled offices, two on either Sde of the
central hallway. Beyond this inserted office space, a the far end of the sheetrock hallway, adoor opens into the
former auditorium, directly infront of the sage. Now usad for storage, the stlage remains largely intact, even
down to the portable moderator's podium and the stage curtains. The coved, round-arched proscenium above is
echoed inthe curving gpron of the stage platform, which is decorated with raised pands. The woodenfl oorsof
the auditorium and stage remain intact, as does a least some of the auditorium wainscoting. Two former
"anterooms,”" assembly/dressing rooms off either Sde of the stage, currently are usad as offices. Each anteroom
has two doors, opening onto either the stage or the Sair tower.

The third floor of the building is not currently used. Two empty anterooms, one on either sde of the Sage and
sacked above the second floor anterooms, are accessed of f the tower staircases. The upper half of the two-story
auditorium islittle changed, itsthree structural bays marked by four pairs of exposed support beams. Above the
cornice line, the ceiling dopes inward for approximately 20 feet, where the principal raftersare tied together by
collar beams Thisroof support structure isfurther strengthened—on each sde—by eight heavy iron support
rods which extend from the gunstocked tops of the wall posts to points near the middleof the collar beam.
These rods are each two-part construction, joined intheir middle with athreaded turnbuckle. The lath-and-
plaster ceiling rests atop these rafters and collars, which are varnished for decorative effect. Paired wooden
bulls-eye medallions decorate the gunstocked posts. Three large round cast-iron screens, surrounded by
varnished wooden collars, provide venting from the roof of the auditorium into the attic above (Sse
Photograph #10). From the center screen hangs a large three-level electric chanddlier; itstop hes Sixteen
(continued)
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spider-like arms, the middle eight, and the bottom asingle light, each fitted with afrilled-edge glass shade The
fixed-pane upper windows (6 or 9 lights each) inthe northern wall of the auditorium allow natura light into the
auditorium gpace above the drop ceiling. Those inthe south remain, but have been covered over on the outside.

The balcony or gallery of the auditorium has aplain plaster ceiling which hangs about ten feet below the ceiling
level of the auditorium. Two single light bulbs, which presumably once had globe shades, light the balcony. A
small dosed vedtibule at the top of the main staircase opens into the balcony through doorways inits ddewalls;
these dde walls are placed diagonally to improve circulation and sight lines inthe balcony. The floor of the
balcony is a series of nine sepped platforms, rising towards the rear. The balcony railing is paneded with
headboard, and the top rail studded with decorative disks which resemble the turned newel post cgps of the
main gaircase. The two internal support pillarsfor the tower are expressed here with alarge decorétive yoke
with dde brackets. They arejoined together between the ceiling and the yoke by a decorative balustrade-like
spindle screen, with square balusters with turned spools. A short narrow staircase—with decorative ba ustrades
and newd pogsthat match the sage stair towers—leads from one of the platforms up to awindow sill on the
northeestern facade, as afire escape. Plagter has fallen from the wall on the inside of the northeestern wall,

exposing the closdy-spaced lath.

A deep ladder-like stair leads from the northem end of the third-floor gair landing up to a counterweighted trap
door into the tower. The bottom floor of the tower isthe bell chamber. The large bell occupies a carriage inthe
center of the tower, which isfloored. Raised Ietters on the metal carriage above the bell spell out "Blake Bell
Co., Boston, MA, Sv2' The bell is struck by an exterior hammer, which isactivated by the clockworksone floor
up. The bell dso has an interna clapper and sde wheel, and may be rung by apull rope that extends down into
the library. Wooden louvers, st in fanlight-shaped frames in three sdes of the tower, direct the sound outward
and down. The southeastern opening isonly partial, obstructed by the sde-gabled roof. Insteed of alouvered
window, the southwestern side of the bell chamber has a doorway that opens into the attic. The attic is a leest
partially floored and includes a small storage chamber. The three triangular louvered vents high up on the
exterior of each dde of the main roof let light and air into this attic.

A second ladder leads from the lower bell chamber to adiding pand inits ceiling, which leads into the top floor
of the tower: the clockworksroom. The clockworks mechanism dominates this partially floored room. Four

long rods lead from the clockworksto each of the four facesof the clock. According to Sally Soucy, the Town
Clerk, the current rods to the hands are replacement rods made and installed by Bruce Fortier. Foot-square
portals with hinged doors have been cut into each of the four clock faces, near the pivot point of the hands, to
allow the clock repairman access for smple repairs. A detachable crank handle allows the clock keeper (usually
the town clerk) to wind the 8-day clock, which winches up the weights intheir corner channd (a shaft dropping
from the northern turret down to the basement). On the western wall, inaframewith a glass cover, isthe

(continued)
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original printed sheet of detailed instructions, entitled "Directions for the Ceare of aTower Clock," by the E.
Howard Watch & Clock Co. of Boston. The interior of the tower and turrets above the clockwork is open,
displaying an intricate pattern of raftering inthe dramatic coved space.

Changes snce the Period of Significance

Very little has changed on the building's exterior since the period of significance. Comparison of the building as
it exists today to the 1893 Front Elevation (drawn by Weston and filed with the floorplans a the Massachusetts
State Archives) shows little variation from plan, except for the replacement of the ground floor exterior main
doors by other doors. Changes are generally minor and possibly reversible. Many of the movable window
sashes especidly on the ground floor, have been covered with aluminum storm windows. Window air
conditioners fill some of the windows. A number of the origina bands of basement windows have been

replaced by boarding, single panes, or vents. The roofs have been covered in agphat shingles. A disabled access
ramp hes been added that leads from the southwestern parking lot to the southeastern door of the library.

The Grounds of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library

The Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library building is surrounded by three overlapping parts, whose
uses have evolved and whose boundaries have changed over time, but which represent three distinct town
priorities: public access, recreation, and commemoration. These parts are each listed as contributing: the Front
Driveway and Walk (classified as a structure), the Town Hall Basebal Grounds, and the Memorial Park (both
sites).

The Front Driveway and Walk (1893, 1904) isasingle structure which provides public accessto the building.
Located to the north of the building, the semi-circular front driveway has been necessary dnce the erection of
the building to provide vehicular access and egressfor the carriage porch. It has no curbs. The two relatively
flat areasto the west and eadt of the building are aso paved but without curbs or lines, and present opportunities
for informal parking. Townspeople tend to park on the west or east end of the building depending on whether
they intend to do busnessinthe Town Hall offices or use the Bumham Library. The current macadam surface
was ingtalled in June 2006, before which the previous blacktop was broken up and completely removed. As part
of the resurfacing, STOP signs on short posts were placed into the blacktop on either sde of the carriage porch
to prevent vehicle access directly under the carriage porch. These stop sgnsreinforcethe aready dualized
accessto the building. The broad Front Walk, placed a aright angle to the building's length, provides the
formal pedestrian accessto the building from Martin Street. The formality of the walk is heightened by a broad
concrete curbing which lines the walk on both sdes. The concrete curbing and macadam sidewak were dso
replaced inkind in June 2006. Because of the carriage porch, the Front Driveway presumably datesto 1893,
while the Front Walk gppearsto dateto 1904, when it was proposed to Town Meeting. Anearly postcard view

(continued)
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of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library, after the erection of the Soldiers Monument, shows
that the semicircular drive originally had a smaller radius, its eestem end connecting to Martin Street farther
west than it doestoday. But the first detailed site map available, dating from 1929, shows the Front Driveway
and Walk realigned to its current configuration inrelation to the street. The parking pads, however, are absant,
in thisview, and anarrow path loops around the southern sde of the building. At present, asmall contemporary
wooden sign, consisting of two square posts with arectangular signboard fitted between them, standsjust north
of the drive near the street. The Signboard reads"T.O.H.P. Burnham Public Library," and the top of the
sgnboard has a broken pediment scallop. For the purposes of this nomination, the Front Driveway and Walk
counts as asingle contributing structure; the contemporary Signboard is a non-contributing object.

Redated to Front Driveway and Walk, itscirculation system and the priority of public access, are The Front
Lampposts. They gopear to date from the 1920s, although no independent confirmation of this date exists
beyond generd stylistic characteristics. Thesetwo cagt iron lampposts are placed on either sde of thesidewalk,
close to the street. They stand about twelve feet high, along metal shaft rising from aslim bollard-like base.
The top condsts of atulip-shaped glass globe with a scalloped (egg & dart) lid supported by ametd stirrup, and
topped with avented finial. Within the glass globe are aglass chimney and a light bulb. For the purpases of this
nomination, the Front Lampposts count as a single contributing object.

The Town Hall Baseball Grounds (ca. 1903), one of two important Stes, is located to the south of the building
and has provided recregtional opportunities for the citizens of Essex for over a century. The Town Hall Basebdll
Grounds may date to the purchase of the land for public use in 1893; the first known reference to its existence
comes from a 1903 article inthe Essex Echo. The Town Hall Basebal Grounds occupies theflat riverbottom
ground directly a the foot of the hill (See Photograph #11). As shown ina 1913 postcard view of agame, the
seegp embankment leading up to the Town Hall provided natura seating for spectators. I1n 1943 the Town of
Ess=x bought the nearby right-of-way and trainyards from the Boston & Maine Railroad, and pivoted the
basebdl|l field slightly to the south and eadt, a bit further away from the hillside. The Town Hall Baseball
Grounds has not been usad for interscholastic competition for severd decades, and therefore hes very few of the
improvements that might be expected a a contemporary public basebal field; this lack actually enhancesits
historic character. 1t does not have night lighting or a public address system, and mainly is used for informal
youth competitions. The landscape objects associated with the field ssam to date after the period of significance,
from the mid 1960s or more recently, athough none of them is new. The Backstop isatri-fold construction of
pipe and chain-link fence. The five Player's Benches are smple 1x8 inch planks aop 4x4 inch posts. One
bench is located directly behind the backstop, and two each near first and third bases. Also behind the backstop
isatwo-level bubbler drinking fountain formed from two pieces of PV C pipe sunk intothe ground, fitted with
piping and drainage lines, and then filled with cement. A ca 1970 electric Scoreboard atop two I-beam posts
teeters a an anglejust eadt of the third basdine. Painted on itsmetal surface are "ESSEX SHIPBUILDERS,"
"GUEST," "INNING," and "HOME." A saries of small red lightsindicates outs, strikes, etc. I1n 2006, the
(continued)
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southern half of the outfield, which had settled, was newly covered with fill dirt. For the purposes of this
nomination, the Town Hall Basebal Grounds counts as a contributing site. The Backstop, Player's Benches,
and Scoreboard count as three non-contributing objects; the bubbler istoo small to count.

The Memorial Park (1946-52) isthe sscond important site, and fills the civic goa of commemoration.
Commemorative activities first began shaping the grounds of the Town Hall in 1905; the Memorial Park
represents an attempt forty years later to realign the digparate memorial dements of the building's grounds into
aformal landscape. The Memorial Park includes all of the original 1ot except for the Town Hall building, its
Front Driveway and Walk, and the Town Hall Basebdl Grounds; basically most of the northern and eastern half
of the site. Memorial Park incorporated a number of important pre-existing commemorative objects, especidly
the Soldiers Monument and the Essex Honor Roll. With itsinitial layout designed and construction supervised
by landscape architect Arthur A. Shurcliff in 1946, Memoria Park regularized and formalized the Town Hall
grounds as a commemorétive space. Originally named Memorial Park, it has been renamed twice, first as
Herbert Goodhue Memorial Park in 1949, and more recently as "Shepard Memorial Park” (according to a sign
attached to the basebal backstop).

Memoria Park initially was planned to includeall the contiguous 35 acreswhich had been purchased from the
railroad by the town, but only two areas were developed as planned. Besides this designated section to the west
of the depot lane, a playground was developed across the lane (now Shepard Memorial Drive). However, the
playground suffered from repeeted vandalism and partial reconstruction during its first decade. Story Memorial
Fire Station was constructed in the northern comer in 1950 and subsequently expanded rearward for offices for
the police department, further obscuring the intent of Shurcliff sdesign. Eventually amunicipal parking lot
replaced the remainder of the playground, which was moved a half block to the south and redesigned as a tot
lot. Because these peripheral aress became part of the property only during the last few years of the period of
significance, and becausethey have lost their historic integrity due to redevelopment, they are not part of this
nomination. The only portion of Memorial Park included in this nomination isthat portion that was part of the
Town Hall lotfrom 1893 to 1943. For the purposes of this nomination. Memorial Park isacontributing site, and
contains a number of objects. They will be described here in chronological order, to indicate the evolving nature
of the commemorative landscape.

The Soldiers' Monument (1905) is a granite public monument approx. 30 ft. high, which is located directly
eed of the Town Hall atop the crest of the riverbank. Formed out of Westerly granite, the monument includes a
full-length life-size sculpture of auniformed Civil War soldier with arifle, placed atop an daborate pedestd
(See Photographs #12 & 13). The depictionisquite similar to the archetypa "Soldier a Parade Ret"
monument designed in 1867 for the Antietam Battlefield cemetery in Maryland, the most common form of Civil
War monument. This scul pture stands atop a substantial square base, arough-cast fortification-like structure
with incised pands and decorations and a projecting top with battlements. The inscriptions on this bese reed,
"TO THE 186 LOYAL SONS OF ESSEX—1861—WHO FOUGHT FOR THE UNION—1865—ERECTED
(continued)
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THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF WRCNO. 114" infront, and "DEDICATED MAY 30, 1905" in back. The
incised pands on the shaft list fourteen major battles of the Civil War: Antietam, Wilderness, Cedar Creek,
Appomattox, Ressaca, Port Hudson, Gettysburg, New Orleans, Mobile, Fort Sumter, Bull Run, Fair Oaks,
Newbern, and Malvern Hill, and depict an anchor, an eegle clutching arrows and laurels, and aband of gars
around the top. The entire monument rests upon a double-level Rockport granite plinth with rock-face sdes. A
view published in 1905, shortly after construction, and two early postcard views of the Essex Town Hall and
T.O.H.P. Burnham Library, show that originally four single cannonballs were placed atop the battlements of the
monument, one on each comer. Furthermore, two smal pyramids of cannonballs occupied the lawn infront of
the monument. For the purposes of this nomination, the Soldiers Monument is a contributing object.

The Memorial Tree Tablets (1919) are located inarow parallel to and about thirty feet south of the curbing of
Martin Street. They are dinner-plate szed brass ovdss atached to stakes, each positioned a the bess of atree
(See Photograph #14). The easternmost one reads, "IN MEMORY OF STEPHEN H. MEUSE CO. C. 147™
INFANTRY 37™ DIV. BORN MAY 22, 1893 DIED OCT. I , 1916 OF WOUNDS RECEIVED IN MEUSE-
ARGONNE CAMPAIGN." The middledisk reedsINMEMORY OF GEORGE F. LENDALL 5™ CO., 152/°
DEPOT BRIGADE BORN AUG. 24, 1886, DIED SEPT. 24, 1918 AT CAMP UPTON, N.Y." Thethird disk is
missing; only the stake remains. It honored the third Essex soldier to die inthe First World War, Lawrence E.
Perkins. One or possibly both of the other disks has been replaced, presumably inkind, & sometime inthe
recent past. The eesternmodt of the three trees isa new sapling; the other two are mature trees and may dateto
1919. For the purposes of this nomination, the Memoria Tree Tablets count as a single contributing object.

The Essex Honor Roll (1943) is awooden signboard triptych mounted atop a cemented fieldstone bass, located
directly north of the Essex Town Hall driveway and west of the Front Walk (See Photograph #15). The beseis
about ten feet long and two feet wide, risingtwo feet high inthe center and three feet high a the ends 1t holds a
wooden signboard into which are fitted three locking display cases, each containing the names of Essex
veterans from various wars, arranged by conflict: Civil War, World War One, World War Two, Korea, and
Vietnam. The large center display board has awooden half-ship mode above the names, symbolic of Essex
shipbuilding and woodworking. It was fabricated & Robinson's Shipyard. The triangular pediment of thesign
has awooden cap with ablock keystone, from which a brass eagle with soreed wings soars. Incised lines add a
subtle decorative dement. The sign is freshly painted, but aress of the sgn have been filled with wood puitty.
For the purposes of this nomination, the Essax Honor Roll is a contributing object. The Honor Roll Flagpole
(1965), located directly behind the Essex Honor Roll, isareplacement for aflagpolewhich, & onetime,
projected from the carriage porch of Town Hall. The Honor Roll Flagpole isa heavy aluminum pipe placed in a
large cement footing pad. Added after the period of significance, the Honor Roll Flagpole is, for the purposes of
this nomination, a non-contributing object.

The Goodhue Memorial Stone (1949) is alarge boulder with a brass plague mounted on its face, located to the
eedt of the Town Hall Baseball Grounds (See Photograph #16). The plaque, attached to the boulder with floret
(continued)
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bolts in the four corners, reads, "IN MEMORY OF HERBERT GOODHUE WHO DIED IN THE SERVICE
OF HISCOUNTRY BORN JULY 15,1914 DIED MAY 13, 1942 IN THE PHILIPINE ISLANDS
DEDICATED MAY 30, 1949." Directly behind the boulder isa short aluminum Flagpole, ca 1990, a
replacement for the original flagpole. Thispart of the Memoria Park isthe primary surviving element initiated
& part of the Arthur A. Shurcliff landscape design (as opposed to pre-existing Soldiers Monument, Memorial
Tree Tablets, and Essex Honor Role, which Shurcliff incorporated into the larger whole). Shurcliff relocated the
Town Hall Basebal Grounds slightly to the eest. Hetied the disparate existing eements of this part of the Ste
together by covering an existing town drainage line with awalkway that leads from the gtreet on an angle
directly to the Herbert Goodhue Memorial Stone and its accompanying flagpole, with the well heed directly
behind the two and screened by them. Continuing on this visual line is home plate, the pitcher's mound, and
second baseof the basebal diamond, all inan axial arrangement. For the purposes of this nomination, the
Goodhue Memorial Stone and Flagpole is consdered a single contributing object.

Two more objects are worth mentioning as part of the overall Memoria Park landscepe, athough both are quite
recent and therefore non-contributing. The Harvey Cook Memorial Stone (1999) is s&t about twenty feet to the
southeest of the Goodhue Memorial Stone. Also a boulder with a brass plague attached to its face, the sone
reeds, "IN MEMORY OF HARVEY L. COOK JR. ™™LT USARMY AIR FORCES WORLD WAR Il JUL 15
1921 FEB 10 1999 DEDICATED AMERICAN & DEVOTED HUSBAND." Harvey Cook was born in Essex
and enligted in the Royal Air Force early in the war, serving with aMr. Shepard. After the war. Cook and
Shepard established a short-lived airport in Essex. Nothing more isknown of Mr. Shepard, or how the street and
park cameto be named for him. For the purposes of this nomination, the Harvey Cook Memorial Stone is
condgdered anon-contributing object. Of similar vintage are the ten Town Hall Benches (1995-2005) scattered
about the grounds. These benches consist of two large cement "h"'s joined by 7 2x4 boards forming the backs
and seats Parons donated money to the Essex Improvement Association, which bought the benches, installed
them, and placed a small nameplate thanking the donor on each bench. For the purposes of this nomination, the
Town Hall Benches are conddered a single non-contributing object.

Condition

Generdly, the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library isingood condition. Work isnesded to repair
0me lesks to the roof, which was last reshingled in 1978. The columnswhich have fallen off the tower facade
should be repaired and replaced. 1n the wet spring of 2006 the basement had significant water infiltration
problems, and the town records stored there were incritical condition. However, the generd level of
maintenance for the building isgood.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known on the Essax Town Hall and T. O. H. P. Burnham Library
property, itis possble that Stes are present. Eleven Native Stes are known in the genera area (within one
mile). Environmental characteristics of the property represent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity
to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient stes. The town hall occupies alevel to moderately
sloping terrace that dopes south to southeast downward to marshlands of the Essex River and one of its
tributaries, Alewife Brook. Another tributary of the Essex River, Sam Low's Creek, formsthe western
boundary of the nominated property. Given the above information, the size of the nominated parce (3.5 acres),
and known patterns of ancient Native American settlement in eestern Ess=x County, a high potential exists for
the recovery of ancient sites on the Essex Town Hall property.

A high potential dso exists for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources on the Essex Town Hall
property. While some local sources identify the nominated property a open and unbuilt until construction of
the town hall in 1893-94, other sources identify the Town Hall lot as the location where Henry O. Wade's
brickyard and brick manufacturing concern once sood. Additional documentary research combined with
archaeological survey and testing may locate structural evidence of buildings and/or outbuildings associated
with clay extraction and brick manufacturing activities. Archaeological evidence of occupational related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) associated with brick making activities may survive. Refuse pits containing
large quantities of "wasters' or bricks discarded for imperfections have been recognized a other brick-making
operations. Archaeological survey and testing may locate evidence of machinery used to manufacture and
transport bricks and occupational-related featuresassociated with the existing town hall and library.
Documentary evidence exists that awell was constructed on the property for use by the town hall.
Archaeological evidence of aprivy or other septic sysem may aso exist. Artifact distributions may exist on the
property consstent with its use as a commemorative property.

(end)
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8. Architect/Builder (cont.)
Ames & Show

Barker & Dodge

Blake Bell Company

E. Howard Watch & Clock Co.
Wright Contracting Company

Summary Statement

The Es=x Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library, located on Martin Street inthe Essex Center
neighborhood, meats National Register Criterion A &t the local level for its importance to the town's
government and education. It has served continuoudy as the seet of town government and public library for
Ess=x, Massachusetts, snce its construction in 1893-94. The building dso meetsNational Register Criterion C
a the locd level for its importance to the town's architecture. Designed by Boston architect Frank W. Weston,
the building is an uncommon application of Shingle-Style architecture to acivic building. The grounds of the
building are dso significant for a 1946 redesign planned and supervised by nationally noted |andscepe architect
Arthur A. Shurcliff. The period of significance extendsfrom 1893 to 1957, the 50-year cutoff, due to continuity
of its use for town purposes. The Essax Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library possessssintegrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The Setting: Town and Neighborhood

Ess=x islocated in northesstern Essex County, Massachusetts, on the northern edge of Cape Ann, along the
Atlantic Ocean coastline 24 miles northeast of Boston. Bordered by Ipswich and the Essex Bay on the north,
Hamilton on the west, Manchester on the south, and Gloucester on the east, Essex is 2.27 square miles (2.09
square miles of which is land). The undulating coastal landscape is primarily glacial, alluvial, and windblown
depodits aop granite and quartzite bedrock, and was initially covered with mixed forests and marsh grass.
Before European settlement, Essex was home to the Pawtucket (Agawam) Indians; however, they were
decimated by epidemics in 1617-19, and no Contact Period activity has been confirmed.' First settled in 1634
by resdents of Ipswich and known as Chebacco, it becamethe second parish of Ipswich in 1748 and aseparae
town in 1819. Early settlers raised grain and livestock (horses, cattle, and shegp) and harvested sdt marsh hay,
but quickly began to specidize in boatmaking and fishing. Early industry conssted of sawmills in the Essex
Falls areato support the boatbuilding, and subsidiary industries such as ropemaking. The villages of Essex and
South Essex, which had grown up aong the main Colonial-era | pswich-Gloucester road on either d9de of the
ferry (and later bridge) across the Ess=x River, werejoined in 1811 by the construction of the Causeway. As

(continued)

" Massechusatts Historical Commission, "MHC Reconnaissance Suvey Report: Essex," 1985, Much of the information in this section
is dravn from this document, supplemented by the U.S. Caaus Bureau webdte; "Town of Essex,” Municipa History of Essex County
in Massachusetts Tercentenary Edition (New York: Lewis Higtorical, 1922); and Robert Crowell, History of the Town of Essex,
Massachusetts, from 1634 to 1868 (Essex: Published by the Town, 1868).
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boat sze increased, the industry shifted downstream to this areg; in 1828 alone, Essex craftsmen produced forty
vessdls, primarily the smaller "Chebacco Boat" widely ussd aong Cgpe Ann. Shipbuilding pesked in 1851-
53—when twelve shipyards built 160 vessdls, most of them large schooners, and including a dozen whalers—
and declined thereafter. Daily stage coach service weas established by 1836, rail service in 1872, and dreet
railway in 1893. Electric lights arrived in 1909 and the telegphone in 1914, athough the majority of the streets
were dtill gravel inthat year. The first vacation cottages went up inthe 1860s, with significant developments a
Centennial Grove (1876), Chebacco Lake and Conomo Point (1890s). Although shoe manufacturing boomed
briefly, the town's population dropped inthe early 20* Century; streetcar service was sugpended in 1920 and
train service in 1942. Bus sarvice began in 1943, and Essex became increasingly dependent on the automobile,
& Route 128 was put through the southeast corner of town inthe late 1940sand s far as Gloucester by 1954.
Boston workers now found Essax within commuting distance of the city. Furthermore, the recrestiona and
tourist trade becamethe new engine of the town's economy, through further development of vacation homes,
clamming, and clam shacks. Although commercial development hes encroached on Main Street and part of
Martin Street, many of the older buildings have found preservation through the antiques trade, with this stretch
becoming known & "America's Antiques Capital."™ Accordingto the US Census Bureau website, the 2000
population for Essax was 3,267.

Ess=x has only four properties listed on the National Regigter, and none is located within a block of the Essex
Town Hall. Three are First Period buildings or districts: the David Burnham House (ca. 1685), the George
Giddings House and Barn (ca. 1690), and the Benaiah Titcomb House (ca. 1700). The Burnham House was
built by direct ancestors of T.O.H.P. Burnham. The fourth Essex NRHP property is Cogswell's Grant, the 1728
summer home of Americana collectors Bertram & NinalLittle, now a museum owned and operated by Historic
New England.

The Town Hall L ot

The lot the town hall occupies may have been open and unbuilt until the erection of the Essex Town Hall and
T.O.H.P. Burnham Library in 1893-94. Until 1859, passage between Essex Center and Essex Fallsjogged north
aong Western Street. The shortcut which became Martin Street was not opened up from Winthrop westward
until 1859. In 1873 the trustees of the estate of Winthrop Low—D.W. Low and T.O.H.P. Burnham (later the
benefactor of the building)—sold this 15 acres of "upland and Sat Marsh land" to John Proctor. According to
the deed, the northwest comer of this parcel of land was "near the bridge on the new road to the falls and by

(continued)

" Regina Cole, "Saek and Ye Shdl Find: It's Open Seeson & New England's Hea Markets and Antiques Fairs” The Improper
Bostoman3l May 2006: 30-32.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library
Essex (Essex), MA
Section number 8 Page 3

Sam Low'sCreek” and extended aong the new road to the land owned by the Eastern Railroad for itsdepot. At
the sametime Proctor bought another 1ot e sawhere in Essex—with a house—from Francis Choate (recorded on
July 5" aswell), 0 this may have been intended as pasture or investment land.* Proctor bought the land in 1873
for $1500 and sold it a aloss to the Town of Essex in 1893, for $1000." The lot may aso have been devel oped;
according to one anecdota account, credited to long-time resident and town historian George Sumner Mclntire.
Mclntire told anewspaper reporter that the lot where "that fantastic Town Hall sandstoday [is] the oot where
Henry O. Wade's famous old brickyard and brick manufacturing concern once stood."”

The western boundary of the lot today isstill defined by Sam Low's Creek, a small waterway that goes under
Martin Street in afieldstoneculvert and drops down to the marsh ditches bel ow through atree-lined channdl.
The other three Sdes of the Site have been shaped by its neighboring railroad tracks. On tracks aong the north
side of Martin Street, the Gloucester, Essex & Beverly Strest Railway Company operated electric trolleysfrom
1895 until 1920. Thetrolley began in Beverly and generally followed today's Route 22 until Main Streetin
Ess=x, where it crossed the causaway and continued all the way to Rockport. The curve a Winthrop Street,
where the old town pump once stood, was often a site for derailments when the water washed sand onto the
tracks” On the other sde of the parcel, inthe valey below Town Hall and directly adjacent to the Town Hall
Basebdl Grounds, the tracks of the Essex Branch of the Boston & Maine Railroad ran. Y ears later, railroad
enthusast Dana Story remembered an April momingin 1923 when he was "sitting on Mr. Alden Burnham's
front Sepsand staring in tense anticipation acrossthe Town Hall grounds, past Sam Lewis coa sheds and into
the yards of the Essax depot. . . awaiting the arrival of the morning train." The lane from Martin Street down
to the depot went through the railroad land to the east of the original Town Hall lot. The railroad was a 6-mile
dde track off the main Boston-Portsmouth NH line, running from the Hamilton and Wenham station to Conomo
Point. Besdes passengers, the trains brought in lumber for the shipyards, grain, and coal, and took away barrels
of clams, blocks of ice from Chebacco Lake, sand for foundries, and boxes of shoes. Begun in 1872, the branch
railroad discontinued its eastem segment in 1927, with the Essax Center depot becoming the final terminus. In
1942, the remainder of the line was aandoned, and the rails pulled up and sold for scrap for the war effort.

(continued)

" Esx County Regidry of Deads Book 834, Page 118, Danid W. Low and Thomas O.H.P. Bumham to John Proctor, recorded July
5, 1873. Theded from Chodte to Proctor wias recorded in the same book on pege 117.

" Ess=x County Regidry of Deads Book 1365, Page 475, George Proctor to the Inhabitants of the Town of Essex, recorded January 2,
1893

" The Obsarver, "Ess=x Town Hall," Gloucester Daily Times ca 1964. Undated articlein the scrgpbook, "Book 4 Town Hall/Library,"
T.O.H.P. Burnham Library. An article written thirty years later identifies "The Obsarver” as Roger Andrews

' Shamen Mears Ess=x Electrics (Essex: Essex Higtorica Sodiety, 1981), 20.

' Dana Adams Story, "A Recollection of the Essex Branch," unidentified periodica Winter 1975-76: 5-14: pg. 5. Copy in Essex
Higtory Room, T.O.H.P. Bumham Library, Essex. See do Story's "Philip T. Adams, 'The Diaries of an Engineman’: The Ess=x
Branch of the ERR. and the B& M. R.R.," typescript, same location. Philip T. Adamswas Dana Adamss Story's grandfather.
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Criteria A: PoliticgGover nment and Education

Establishing the Essex Town Hall and Library

The Ess=x Town Hall and T.O.H.P Burnham Library was built direcfly as aresult of abequest by awedalthy
former Essex resident, Boston booksdller and publisher Thomas Oliver Hazard Perry (T.O.H.P.) Burnham.
Civic government in Essex first acquired its own architectural space in 1820 when the Congregational Church
built a sgparate building, on a separate lot, called The Chapdl. It contained an "audience room" as well astwo
small rooms a the back, which housed the selectmen'’s officeand the Social Library.” In 1842, the
Congregational Church was renovated and The Chapd sold; presumably the officesmoved into the new
basament of the church. In 1868, resident Jonathan Richardson built a new grocery store a half block to the eest
of the current Town Hall site on Martin Street, with a second-story hall he dedicated to town mestings.
Richardson's Hall (sometimes called Village Hall) hosted Town Meeting until 1894, and served as the home of
the Essex Grange and other town functionsuntil the building was replaced by Wedgwood Pharmecy inthe
middle of the 207 century. In 1886, the Town Meeting proposed an article to raise money and build atown hall.
After it was defeated, "a delegation of townspeople went to Boston and gpproached Thomeas Oliver Hazard
Perry Burnham to s if he would be interested in building atown hall for them. .. . Mr. Burnham declined the
invitation." ~ But the ssed had been planted, and five years later Burnham's $40,000 bequest was announced,
making possible the construction of the town's first and only purpose-built town hall.

Similarly, libraries in Essax had no permanent home until the construction of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P
Burnham Library. The Chebacco Socid Library was incorporated in 1802 by 34 parish leeders; it continued for
forty years, amassing 400 volumes. Between 1820 and 1842 it occupied aroom in The Chapd next to the
Congregational Church, but it went dormant when The Chapd was closed. According to town historian Robert
Crowell, "When books became chegper and found their way into families, as a part of the household furniture,
and more especidly, when newspapers and periodicals began to multiply, and to congtitute the principal part of
family reading, the 'Social Library' was more and more neglected, until a length its existence became merely
nominal."™ Another cultural organization, the Essex Lyceum, was founded in 1851. Its members converted the
barn of John S Burnham, on ahill overlooking the intersection of Western Avenue and Main Street, into
Lyceum Hall for entertaining and lectures. In 1856 the Essex Lyceum merged with anewly crested Essex
Library Association, which had been formed by an act of incorporation passed by the legidature of the
Commonwealth and approved by the governor. Itsgod was to sustain alibrary and reading room, making
books available to "the working man."" Within ayear, the library had 74 members and 442 volumes, with 600
volumes by 1867. When the first high school opened in 1891, the public was invited to use its library. Once the
T.O.H.P Burnham Library was opened, the High School library was closed and its books sent to the Burnham
Library. In 1892, shortly after the Burnham bequest was announced, a second bequest for the library camefrom

(continued)

* Ledie Harris, 150 Yearsa Town: A Running Accourt of Life in the Toan of Essex since Incorporation in 1819 (Esex: Esex
Sesquicentennid  Commiittee, 1969), 7.

' LedieHarris, 150 Yeasa Town, 29.

** Robart Crowell, Higtory of the Town of Essex, Massachusetts, from 1634 to 1863 (Essex: Town of Essex, 1868), 255.

" Robet Crowell, Higtory of the Town of Essex, Massachusetts from 1634 to 1868, 330-31.
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Ess=x native John Dennison Russ, M.D., to establish apublic library "for al classesof people” athough the
bequest was not payable until after the desth of Russswife.  Architect Frank Weston's floorplans for the
building show one third of the library marked in pencil, "Russ Library."

Thomas Oliver Hazard Perry Burnham (1814-1891), whose will provided much of the funding for the Essex
Town Hall—and for whom the library was named—was born in Essex, but earned his fortune in Boston as a
booksdller and publisher. T.O.H.P. Burnham was named after both his father Thomas, and after Oliver Hazard
Perry, the U.S. nava officer known for his heroism inthe War of 1812. The Burnham family was well-
established in Essex; Lieutenant Thomas Burnham came to Chebacco Parish from England in 1636; T.O.H.P.'s
father was the seventh generation of descendants who had remained in Essex. T.O.H.P. was the fourth of seven
children of Thomas Marshall Burnham and Abby Low. Thomas ran a used furniture sore in Essex before
journeying to Maine, then finally to Boston, where he began a second-hand shop and bookstore in the late
1820s "Burnham's Antiquarian Bookstore" eventually filled two four-story buildingson Cornhill before the
elder's Burnham's degth in 1850.~ T.O.H.P."Perry" Burnham began peddling apples and candies in the Sreet,
then sold books with his brothers until 1858, when he opened his own shop on Washington Street across from
the Old South Church. In 1883, he moved his bookstore to the basement of the Old South Church, starting a
businesstradition there that continues until today. He "was a congant attendant at book auctions and many
quaint and curious volumes could be found on his dusty shelves."™ When Burnham died, he was awesalthy
man, and his obituaries highlighted equally his busness success philanthropy, and persona eccentricity: "The
owner himself, who brought his Yankee shrewdness direct from the fasthesses of Essex, disguised his millions
both in his dress and address."'* The Boston Globe wrote of Burnham: "Eccentric in all his habits, economical
in his persond expenses almost to excess, in money matters generousto afault inrelieving the poor, tenacious
in abargain, supremey passionate in his eager search after rare and ancient literature, unswervingin
denunciation againg unscrupulous business methods, and wonderfully successful inthe accumulation of wealth,
he will be remembered by every one ... a aunique and striking character in Boston for 60 years."

(continued)

Ledie Harris, 150 Yeasa Town, 37.

Roderick Bumham, The Burnham Family; or Genedlogicd Records of the Descendants of the Four Emigrants of the Name Who
Waere among the Early Settlers in America (Hartford: Cese Lockwood & Brainard, 1869).

# "Burnham, Thomas Oliver Hazard Perry," Cydopediaof American Biogrgphies, John Howard Brown, ed. (Boston: Cydopedia
Pub. Co., 1897. Note: ThisvalumeisNOT  the Appleton Cydopedia Thanks to Britta Karlberg for discovering this cbsoure reference.
S d 30 Duane Hamilton Hurd, History of Essex County, Massachusetts (Philaddphiar Lewis, 1888), 1198. Thanks dsoto Karlberg
for sharing the resuits other reseerch, including adirectory sserch on the Bumham family in 19"-cantury Bogon and T.O.H.P.
Burnham's Dun & Braddreat records, which alow for more precise detesthan the Bumham obituaries.

"Thomas O.H.P. Bumham, Booksdler," Bogon Evening Transcript 14 November 1891, See d<o "Closad his Book of Life," Bagton
Daily Glabe 15 November 1891; "Funerd of T.O.H.P. Bumham," Bogton Transcript 17 November 1891; and "Obituary,” Sdem
Regiger 19 November 1891.

"Old BooksMadeHim Rich," Bogton Daily Globe 22 November 1891.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library
Ess=x (Essex), MA

Section number 8 Page 6

Although overshadowed locally by his career as abooksdler, T.O.H.P. Bumham was important as apublisher;
in fact, inaplay on hisinitials, he was sometimes referred as "The Old Honest Publisher.” Burnham published
over fifty books between 1859 and 1887, including novels, trandations, memoirs, classics, and nonfiction, most
notably women authors such as Lydia Maria Child in 1861, atrandation of the Koran in 1862, theology by
Theodore Parker, and American editions of British authors such as Charles Kingsley and Coventry Petmore.”
Burnham dso published a number of broadsides, including one in 1863 important to the formation of the
historic preservation movement, which advocated—albeit unsuccessfully—saving the John Hancock House
from demolition."”?

The funeral for T.O.H.P. Burnhamtook place a his home a 35 Beacon Street in Boston (the Samud Turrell
Armstrong House, 1833, adjoining the Tudor Apartments). Burnham purchased the Beacon Street house in
1884 with proceeds from selling his former house in the busness district—at legendary prices—to Harvey
Parker, for expandon of the Parker House hotel. As Burnham was rumored to be amillionaire, hiswill was dso
in the news over the next year, contested by severd extended family members who received relatively little of
the estate. Besides $20,000 for building the Essex town hall and library and $20,000 for an endowment for
books to furnish it, Burnham aso gave generoudy to dozens of ingtitutions. old-age homes, hospitals, asylums,
and colleges. The fina figuresfor his estate were over half a million dollars.'”

Building the Essex Town Hall and the T.O.H.P. Burnham Library

By the end of 1892, the Bumham estate had worked its way through the courts and the money wasfinally
available. On November 28 the Town Meeting voted to accept the $40,000 Burnham legacy and build the town
hall and library building. Coincidentally, the Russ legacy was working itsway through the courts, and the town
expected to receive an additional $4,000 or $5,000 for itslibrary. The generosity seemed to overwhelm even the
usually cantankerous town meeting. The Essex Echo noted that "the fact that the town was to receive agift of
$40,000 ssemed to have the effect of a wave of harmony and every motion that was put was passed either
unanimoudly or nearly s0." That wave soon passed, as a bitter rivalry over siting erupted. Early in 1893, the
Town Meeting decided—by a close margin, 206 to 200—to build on the current site, just a block west of

(continued)

" Information on publishing besed on alist compiled through an OCLC sserch by Britta Karlberg.

Loma Condon and Richard C. Nylander, "The Battleto Save the John Hancock Mandon Ignites Boston's Preservation M ovement”
{Historic Nev England Summear 2005: 3-8), 6.

Suffolk County Probete #88661: Thomas O.H.P. Burnham. S d0 "Beguess ad Gifts," Sdem Evening Regiger 23 November
1891; "Burnham's Will to Be Contested,” Bogon Daily Globe5 Dec. 1891; "Nephew Will Contest,” Bogon Daily Glabe 8 Decamber
1891; "Russand Bumham Edates™ Bogon Daily Globe 8 Sgptamber 1892, "Sdeof Burnham Edate” Bogon Daily Globe 23 St
1892

"The Burnham Legecy," Essex Echo 2 Decamber 1892
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Richardson Hall, defeating an aternate proposal mounted by South Essex.”™ Architect Frank Weston was one of
three architects invited to submit plans for the Essex Town Hall building. Inablind competition, the committee
chose his plans over those of two egtablished partnerships, [George] Loring & [Sanford] Phipps, and [Walter]
Window & [George] Wetherdl. Each architectura firm was paid $50 to submit plans, Weston received a total
payment of $ 1200 over 1893 ($750) and 1894 ($450) for plans and supervision. The fina total for constructing,
fitting out, and furnishing the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library building was $26,090.20, most
of which ($19,711) went to Barker & Dodge of Maiden, the building contractors.

Building began in 1893, with a cornerstone laying ceremony set for June and then postponed amonth. A May
23, 1893, letter from architect Weston, filed with the building's plans a the Massachusetts State Archives,
shows that the state building ingpector raised questions about the fireproofing and load capacity of this rather
unigue public building, but that Weston was able to aleviate his concems. The construction crew included both
local townsmen and someworkers from the Salvation Army unit based in South Essex. Frank E. Burnham, the
local masonry subcontractor, invited townspeople to contribute stonesto the ground floor. The stones came
from far and wide, and included "a lgpstone, used by Mrs. Story's grandfather; smooth, well-rounded beech
gonesfrom Choate 1land; a sione from Rockport presented by Washington Tarr; one from Magnolia, given by
D.A. Story; [and] one from the top of Mt. Washington given by D.W. Bartlett, I."" Stones from the nearby
Perkins Hill powder house in Essax may have been used inthe northern sde tower. ™ Lament G. Burnham of
Boston donated the clock for the clock tower.”™ The 2,186 |b. bell, which arrived from Boston in awagon
drawn by four horses, was hoisted into place about September P, 1893." Cypress shingles covered the building
by the end of Sgptembea ™ In early November the clock mechanism, dso weighing over aton, arrived from
Boston. The weather vane of the SantaMaria, atop the building tower, commemorates both the shipbuilding
industry in Essex and the flagship of Christopher Columbus on the 400 anniversary of his voyage to the New
World. ' InJanuary of 1894, while plumbers and carpenters worked inside the building, excavation and stoning
of the building'swell took place on the hillside, through "15 feet [of] brick clay, 5 feet of shdeto boulders and
gravel and plenty of good clear spring water."

(continued)

N Ledie Harris, 150 Yearsa Town, 42,

Town of Essax Annud Reports, 1893-97. The 1897 report hes addailed summeary of the total expenditures for 1893-1895,
including the sources of fumiture and lighting fixtures (pp. 42-47).

Cape Ann Brezze 25 May 1893.

Ledie Harris, 150 Years a Town, 42-43. According to the Essex Echo, adecade later Bumham undertook "the contract for meson
work on the new $500,000 manson of Henry D. Prick, the Pittsburg [sic] sed magnete, to be built a Pride's Crossing, Beverly
Fams" Essex Echo 6 January 1905.

Cape Ann Brezze 5 dune 1893

Cape Ann Braeze 9 dune 1893, Decades later the edtate of hiswidow donated money for books

Gloucester Daily Times3 Sapt. 1893, Cgpe Ann Breeze 8 Stember 1893,

Cape Ann Brezze 26 Sept. 1833

Ledie Harris, 150 Yeasa Town, 43. Like its contemporary, the World's Columbian Expositionin Chicago, Essex absarved the
400" anniversay ayear late
M Gloucegter Daily Times 11 Jn. 1834, Cape Ann Breeze 22 Jan. 1894,
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Despite aweek of snowstorms, dedication of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library took place on
February 15, 1894, commemorating both Vaentine's Day and the 75* anniversary of the founding of Essex as a
town. Inapacked Town Hall auditorium, architect Frank Weston presented the keys of the building to the
chairman of the building committee. Chairman Lament G. Burnham proclaimed, '| receive thesekeys as a
token of the completion of your work in designing and superintending the construction of the building... .

From the time the committee accepted your unsigned drawings in competitionwith those of other architects,
aso unknown to them, until the present moment when the result is before us in stone, iron, and wood, they have
felt that your professional skill was worthy of their confidence." Then the Rev. D.O. Mears, Essx clergyman,
gave along speech, reprinted inthe Essex Echo infull the following day, which suggested, " This architectura
gructure hes its hall for debate and reaction and its other hall for reading and thought. 1t means intellect and
culture, thought and action. Wealth cannot compute its worth[;] rightly used it meansa better citizenship than
has been possible inthe past.”  After more goeeches, vocal and piano solos, and poems, the building
committee passad the key on to the sdlectmen, and the Germania Orchestra closed the aftemoon ceremonies.
The town reassembled inthe hall inthe evening for more music and agrand march~* The sdectmen andtown
officialsmoved inthe following week, ard Edwin Hobbs moved inthe town safes.  Atthe first official Town
Meeting inthe next month, itwas noted that the ample gallery allowed a place for the women of the town to
view the deliberations of the men.  According to the town's Annual Report, Essex spent $258.81 heeting and
lighting the building during its first year, primarily for coal, but aso for lamp oil, chimneys, and matches.

The decade after its construction saw the Essax Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library building become the
center of civic life in Essex. Although no account hes surfaced of its construction, the Town Hall Baseball
Grounds, on the flat below the building, was in use by 1903. Teams from Essex had played basebdl as early es
1873, when Essex's Grant Base Ball Club played the Modocs of Topsfield, and 1874 when they played the
Anderson team of Lynn. The 1880 Essex basebal team was known as the RoseBugs.  The first reference to
the gamesplayed on the "Town Hall Grounds' comesin 1903, when the Riverside club from Essax wes
defeated 36-18 by the Hubbard Bakery basebdl club of Glouceser™ The Front Walk isanother early dte
adaptation. 1n 1904 the Town Meeting proposed "building a suitable walk from the Town Hall entranceto the
track of the electric railroad" on Martin Street.” In 1904, a standing-room audience of 700 packed the hall for a
school fundraiser, a combined program of the town's dementary schools inwhich the sudents sang, acted,
recited, and performed gymnastics drills™ A scragpbook a the T.O.H.P. Burnham Library is filled with

(continued)

N Essex Bcho 16 Febraary 184

Cape Ann Breeze 16 February 1894. See dso Gloucester Daily Times 17 February 1894. Mogt of the articles from the Gloucester
newspgpars ae courtesy of Britta Karlberg, from her ongoing reseerch.
" Cgpe Ann Breeze 20 February 1894

Gloucester Daily Times1 March 1894.

Cape Ann Advertiser (Gloucester) 10 Octaber 1873, 28 November 1874, & 20 Augus 1880. SHedted dlippings of Essex news
complete with an index, are avalable onthe U.S. GenWebProject webdte, maintained by Kurt Wilhelm.

Esse< Edho 12 Ane 1903,

Essex Edho 26 February 1904,

Essex Echo 25 March 1904,
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programs from other eventswhich took place inthe Town Hall over the next half century, including gatherings
for the O.H.P. (Oliver Hazard Perry) Sargent Pogt of the G.A.R. (Grand Army of the Republic) in 1905, the
Classof 1908 production of Mr. Bob (1908), a"concert and entertainment course”’ lyceum sponsored by the
Essex Y.M.C.A. (1909-10), and Lucias Lover by the Daughters of the Covenant (1921)." In 1905, according to
the Essex Annual Report, Essex earned $150 renting the town hall out for eighteen events, including the
Universalist Society, a Republican rally, and severd minstrel shows.

Politics/Government and Education Context: The Development of the Town Hall and Town Library

For Massachusetts and other parts of New England, the history of the town hall is one of dow evolution from its
predecessor, the meeting house, as civic and political government separated from its religious beginnings and
grew in complexity. The first town house in Bogton (1657) began the trend for separate buildingsin larger
settlements for secular pursuits, although smaler settlements meade do. "The earliest civic buildings—
meetinghouses and town houses—served New Englanders as places of worship, government halls, marketing
centers, andjudicial chambers. Beginning inthe 18" century and accelerating through the 19*, civic functions
for New England towns began to split off from these multipurpose buildingsand find homesin an array of
purpose-built structures: courthouses, market halls, town halls, armories, fire stations, and auditoriums."*” Like
their European predecesors, the earliest city halls primarily housed an assembly hall, storage for records, and a
reception room. With the growth of cities, the middle of the 19* century saw a proliferation of city hallsin
larger and mid-sized New England municipalities. As full-time municipal employees became necessary, offices
quickly became an important consideration. After the Civil War, the excesses of the Gilded Age saw the
congtruction of monumental city halls acrossthe nation, oftenwith their attending graft. Architectural
competitions such as that in Essex were sometimes areaction againg these charges of excess, rather than an
artistic contest."

Essex's decision to build atown hall was a late one, compared to other Massachusettstowns. | n Essex, the first
of saverd meeting houseswas built in 1679, followed by the first of severa schools (1702). A wave of new
buildings after the town's 1819 incorporation included a powder house (1820), engine house (1824), and the
first purpose-built poor house (1834). Town Meeting continued in a succession of primarily religious Sructures
until the multi-purpose Richardson Hall was completed in 1868. The Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham
Library building of 1893-94 was the first attempt to build acivic structure primarily for asssmbly and offices.

Y et even before its dedication, one observer complained that the new building would become awhite eephant
which the taxpayers would have to maintain in perpetuity.*”

(continued)
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A number of Massachusattstown halls were donated by philanthropists, but perhgps no building type attracted
more attention from American philanthropists during the late-19* and early-20* centuries than thelibrary.
Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919) funded 1,689 libraries in 1,419 towns and cities acrossthe United States in the
years between 1886 and 1919. Certainly Carnegie was the mogt ambitious of the library builders, but many
other wedlthy men did the same, usualy for their hometowns. In 1876-79, a decade before Carnegie, Charles
Bower Winn financed the building of the Winn Memorial Public Library, in Woburn, the first of four
Massachusetts libraries designed by H.H. Richardson. Massachuseattswas a leeder inthe congtruction of public
libraries. In 1852, Boston wes the first large city to build afree public library, and three decades later its
Renaissance Revival-style replacement (1887-95)—by McKim, Mead, and White—forever linked libraries with
the ideals of Renaissance art and humaniam** By 1894, Massachusetts had 179 public libraries, more than any
other state (44% of the 400 nationwide; New Y ork gate was adistant fourth, with 11). In 1898, 110 of the
public libraries in Massachusetts were the direct result of abequest or donation.*" For example, a the dedication
of the Paul Prait Memorial Library in Cohasset, Amos Tilden remarked: "1 congratulate the town to-day that
this library is not the gift of aCamegie or a Rockefeller, but comes from one who was born in thistown, and
who, with his family, was identified closdly with its life and welfare."" Certainly a similar claim could be made
for T.O.H.P. Burnham and the Burnham family in Essex.

Definition of the library type was a contentious process. Early on, small towns struggled with the basic purpose
of alibrary. Like the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library building, these buildings were often
multi-purpose affairs, combining the functionsof library, lecture hall, historical museum, town offices, and
even art museum. Carnegie received library requeststhat included goace for restaurants, gymnasiums,
Y.M.C.A., and even a Confederate War memorial. Community Sze was dso important; communities under
1,000 personsrarely were ableto afford the maintenance of alibrary building, much lessto raise the fundsto
stock and build one and hire a librarian. At the sametime, librarians began forming associations, publishing
journals, and seeking to be recognized as aprofession. They congtantly waged battles for efficient design, and
goacefor flexibility, against architects and building committees who were sometimes more interested in
building an impressive box for thelibrary.

In the wake of the Boston Public Library and the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Italian
Renaissance Revival and Beaux-Arts derived styles predominated in library design; Shingle Style was certainly
a unique choice. Theodore Jones surveyed athousand Carnegie libraries and found that classicaly derived
styles accounted for 79% of those built.™' Peter Harrison's Redwood Library (1748) in Newport, Rhode Island,

(continued)
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isthe oldest library structure in the United States still dedicated to itsoriginal purpose”*' The entrance to the
Redwood Library, a pedimented portico supported by four columns, perched atop a flight of steps, hes remained
an icon and been used repestedly in the design of town libraries. Weston's design for the Essex library took this
monumental detail and reinterpreted it as the domegtic-scaled carriage porch. Harrison copied hisdesign,
generally, from an English edition of the worksof Andrea Palladio. For many Americans, this Gregk temple
entry was as essentid asymbol of library design as the brand-name logo atop apole outside a ges station is
today. Architectural historian Abigail Van Slyck found the temple front in 68% of 85 Carnegie librariesthat e
sampled."™?

The Soldiers Monument and Subsequent Civic Commemor ative L andscape

"Sculpture inacity hall serves as areminder that the building is a symbol of the community, its government
and its higory."*** One of the most important civic agpects of the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham
Library building isthe commemorative landscgpe of the site, and the largest and oldest of the surviving
dements isthe Soldiers Monument. A campaign for aCivil War memoria had surfaced repeatedly in Essex,
including amotion a the 1893 Town Meeting to place acommemorativetablet in the Town Hall as it was under
congtructionN" A picture of the monument wes published in 1905 in the trade journal Monumental News,
accompanied by anotice: "The soldiers monument recently unveiled a Essex by the G. A. R. of that town wes
erected by Ames & Snow, of Lynn. The first and second besesare of Rockport granite and the rest of the
monument, including the statue, of Westerly. It cost about $2,190."N Ames & Snow apparently crafted
monuments for cemeteries;, no other MACRIS listing exigts for them, athough the 1905 Lynn city directory
lists a Show Monument Company .l ncised on the bese of the monument isthe date of its dedication. May 30,
1905. On the morning of the dedication, Essex observed Memorial Day in"the usud form,... [with]
decorating of the graves of their fallen comrades and exercises for the sailors a the great bridge."" The
afternoon dedication included amilitary band and speeches. J. Horace Burnham, chair of the monument
committee, symbolically presented the monument to the O.H.P. Sargent Women's Relief Corps, in memory of

(continued)
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the soldiers and sailors of Essex who fought inthe Civil War, on the 40* anniversary of the end of the war. His
wife led the Women's Relief Corps (W.R.C.), awomen's auxiliary organization of the G.A.R. (Grand Army of
the Republic, the Union veterans group), who had raised the money necessary to erect the monument through a
harves fair and other fundraisers. She gave a goeach on behalf of the W.R.C., presenting the monument to the
chair of the Board of Sdectmen. The Rev. Charles S Puffer of Sdem gave the main address of the day, and
gooke again inthe evening a the usua exercises in the town hall.

War memorials first ppeared inthe United States after the Civil War. Reportedly the first Civil War monument
in New England, and possibly the country, was raised in Kensington, Connecticut, in 1863* These monuments
were placed in dtes of civic importance. In his exhaudtive survey and analysis of the Civil War monumentsin
Connecticut, David Ransom found that slightly more than athird were erected in cemeteries, a similar number

in town greensor town centers, and the rest in parks. Massachusetts erected more than 350 monuments to its
Civil War soldiers and sail ors throughout the half-century between the Civil War and the First World War,
beginning in 1863/ Immediately after the war, monuments were raised in 1866 (Brighton, Groveland, &
Stockbridge), 1867 (Deerfield & Dorchester), 1868 (Westminster & Williamstown), and continuing inthe

1870s (Boston, Cambridge, Danvers, & Ipswich), 1880s (Salem), 1900s (Essex), and 1910s (Blackstone &
Bourne).

Despite the importance of sailors to sea-faring Essex, the satue copies the archetypa "Soldier a Parade Rest"
monument designed in 1867 for the Antietam Battlefield cemetery in Maryland, the most common form of Civil
War monument. Although the long overcoat depicted was seldom worn inthe South, "the Antietam design was
adopted, and once adopted, widely followed. The infantryman stands with one foot forward, the buitt of the rifie
(rifled musket) between his feet, hands grasping the muzzle, left over right, accoutrements and bayonet
sugpended from hiswaist belt, and the coat's hood falling over the shoulders as a cgpe. He wears facial hair and
the uniform hat known as the kepi. . .. The soldier generdly isof stone, usualy granite, but sometimes bronze.
The pedestd isusually granite.” » The Antietam monument was designed by Charles Conrads and George
Keller of the James G. Batterson firm of Hartford, CT, which began as a cemetery monument firm. Thefirm's
Antietam Soldier was figured inthe catalog of the 1876 Philadel phia Centennial. Batterson's granite quarry in
Westerly, Rhode Island, was one of severd which produced statue-grade granite, usad for both the Antietam
Soldier and the Essex monument. Early Essex town records sometimes refer to it as the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument, but the only nautical reference is the anchor, and the sailor reference was dropped quickly.

(continued)
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A monument such as this has artistic merit, but even greater political and civic significance. Ransom notesthat
critics long have argued whether or not these granite monuments should be considered works of art. Although
they depict roughly the samefigure, "since each was individually cut, there was no economy of mess
production. It is possble to speculatethat [these] monuments were a mass movement, and everyone wanted to
be like everyone ese. While the figuresmay not be great art, they are public outdoor sculpture, often the first.
In & least one community, a century later, the Civil War soldier isstill the only public outdoor scul pture."'

Similarly, Kirk Savage arguesthat debates about art miss the point. Local communities were not passve
consumers of the products of an aggressve monument industry; rather, the proliferation of monument
companies inthe late 19* century and the standardization of the image allowed communitieswith limited
meansto erect durable monuments, and to make stylistic choices. Artistic value was expressed in the decoration
of the base rather than the standardized figure of the soldier itself, which became "a sign of commemorative
authenticity. . . . The very familiarity of the form was its strength, its source of larger—more national—
significance. ... Asthe monument proclaimed the local soldier's alegiance to the nation, so the form declared
the local adherenceto a national trend."™ Savage cites an extreme example of this stylistic choice: resdents in
Lynn, Massachusetts, were 0 unhappy with an early allegorical monument that they added a standing soldier
decades |ater.

The next wave of civic commemoration to reshgpe the Essex Town Hall landscape came in 1919, when Essex
cdebrated both its centennia and the return of soldiers from the [First] World War with the Memorial Tree
Tablets. The two days of festivities included a parade, medds, soloists, a banquet, and addresses, quch as that
of U.S. Representative and Essex native Willfred W. Lufkin* Major Generd Clarence Edwards gpoke inthe
Town Hall of his military experiences, and then presented medds to the families of three Essex soldierswho
died while inthe service. The culmination, on Saturday, August 16, was the dedication of an Essex Honor Roll
and three Memorial Trees, each marked by a bronze tablet, as today. Thisfirst version of the Essex Honor Roll
was located near the trees, and replaced in 1943. Its fate was predicted by one of the gpeskersthat day, the Rev.
William H. Rider, who wrote, " Thiswooden roll of honor may crumble with the mouldering years, but these
and other namesto be added will never ceeseto ring down the centuries."" The festivities concluded with
athlefic contests for the boys, aball game a the Town Hall Baseball Grounds, and an open-air showing on the
Town Hall grounds of aFatty Arbuckle comedy. According to the 1919 Essex Annual Report, the town spent
$102.60 for ninety medds and $141.25 for the Memoria Trees and tablets.

(continued)
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In 1943, according to the Essex annua town report, the Town built the current Essex Honor Roll, replacing the
previous Honor Roll it had erected in 1919 near the Memoria Trees. Asduringthe previous World War,
townspeople had lobbied for away to memorializethe efforts of Essex soldiers and sailors, and hed formed a
representative committee to plan it. They raised money through posters and newspaper notices, erected the
gone base, and contracted for the top. Robinson's Shipyard in Essex built the wooden signboard top, and then
donated it to the town. The committee raised enough money to pay off all remaining bills and decided to
soonsor awelcome home celebration a the end of the war.

The Memorial Park began with the purchase of the Boston & Maine Railroad right-of-way and buildings in
1942-43 for $1213.40, after the Town had unsuccessfully lobbiedto retain the railroad service. Inthe 1945 town
report, the Board of Sdectman recounted their acquisition of the railroad property and the marshland beyond it,
formerly the property of Leonard A. Story. The board formed a committee "for the development of aMemorial
Park to serve the recreational interests of our people." They hoped that the committee's resulting plan, which
included amap of proposed changes, "will justly pay the town's respects and continued appreciation—in a
small way—to those who served us in World Wars 1 and |1. We suggest that the report be acoepted and work
darted on this project.”

In 1946 Ess=x mede its first of aseries of annud expenditures for Memoria Park, including paying $573.83 to
noted landscape architect Arthur A. Shurcliff, according to the town reports. Most of the funds went to Bartlett
Gardens, for plantings and implementation of changesto the Town Hall Basebdl Grounds. The Memorial Park
Committee reported:

At the lag Town Meeting the Committee was instructed to proceed with the Baseball Diamond
[realignment] as the first sage of the New Park Development according to the plan they had submitted.
In the spring they retained Arthur A. Shurcliff as Landscape Architect for a fixed fee of $200 for plans
and specificationsand taking of bids, and $300 for supervision during the progress of thework.... To
expedite the work the Committee employed the Wright Contracting Co. to do the rough grading with a
large bulldozer under the direction of Mr. Shurcliff The cogt of this grading came to $452. Plansand
specifications were prepared calling for additional loam over the entire field except where gravel was
used for the home plate, pitcher's box, bese lines and infield. The loam areawas to be planted with
buckwhest inthe summer which was to be disked inthe fall and grass planted.

The committee provided a detailed financial satement indicating that work began in June of 1946 and was
limited that year to the baseball diamond. Originally the committee planned to replant the field the following
spring, but citizens lobbied for planting grass that fall to enable spring play. The committee consulted experts &
the Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology who predicted "that warm westher would continue into December,”
90 they planted grass seed, which took well. The committee recommended that other work on the large-scde
Memorial Park plan be postponed until roads and sawerswere established. The following spring the left

(continued)

"Report of Memorid Park Committee)” Town of Essex Annud Report 1946.
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outfield, which had settled substantially, was reloamed, bases and other field equipment installed, and the new
field dedicated on June 10, 1947. Dueto funding shortfalls, little was accomplished at Memorial Park in 1948
beyond some preliminary work on the playground, neerby on former depot land, which was completed in 1949.

In 1949, Memoria Park was renamed to honor Herbert T. Goodhue, an Essex soldier killed in World War 1.
The focuswas the installation of the Goodhue Memorial Stone & Flagpole, dedicated on May 30, 1949. The
present "hot-top" walk from the roadway to the Memorial Stone was constructed in 1952. In 1952 and 1953,
particularly a Halloween, vandas destroyed much of the equipment both at the playground and the basebdl

diamond, including the fiagpole. M ost of these eements were later restored, athough subsequent redesigns of
the site, and especidly the intrusion of the fire station, digplaced the playground area. Since the period of
significance, the only major addition to the commemorative landscgpe within the original town hall lot hes been
the ingtallation of the Harvey Cook Memorial Stone in 1999.

Changes to the Town Hall since Construction

The annua town reports give indicationsof the major changesto the Town Hall Building after construction. In
1926, the Town replaced the water tank inthe attic of the Town Hall, which had been leaking, with apressure
tank inthe basement. That same year it dso made unspecified improvements to the Town Hall Basebal
Grounds and to the Tennis Court, which originally occupied the goace where the library parking istoday. In
1930 the town converted some of the gravel walks"in front of the Town Hall grounds’ to "permanent” walks.
A 1934 inspection by the State Department of Public Safety dictated anumber of substantia repairs. replacing
mogt of the plumbing, installing hand railson all gairs (including the basement), and enclosing the furnaces and
cod room in the basement in a fire-proof room. In 1936, in the depths of the Great Depression, the librarian
reported that "sections of the [library] ceiling and walls have been torn down as a safety measure. The
plastering became loosened and was considered unsafe.” The result was "not as attractiveas usud. ... It is
hoped that money will become available to make the necessary repairs.” That sameyear, Essex was ableto
secure support from the Work Progress Administration, and amajor renovation of the Town Hall took place, by
which "many carpenters, painters, masons and laborers were provided with employment over aperiod of many
months." In 1937 the librarian praised the results. The 1938 Hurricane knocked down the Santa Maria
westhervane from atop the tower; it was refurbished and reinstalled. In 1939, alightning strike caused
condderable damage, "especialy to the superdtructure, ripping off shingles and boards, twisting and breaking
timbers, [until] itfound its way through the building, finally leaving by the way of the telephonewires.”

In 1942, during the Second World War, the Reading Room of the Library was partitioned off for the Ration
Board and a"listening post." After the war the gpace was occupied by other town offices. In 1945-46, the town
installed a fireproof vault for town records inthe basement of the Town Hall, to "store such vauable papers,
maps, copies of deeds and records as will be of futureval ue.... We propose this vault as an instrument to
efficient and practical management of town affairs.” An inspection shortly after the war led to a sscond multi-
year maintenance program, including correcting settling in the balcony and resetting some of the interior

(continued)
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support pogs inthe basament in 1948. In 1949, some shingles were replaced, windows caulked, stonework
cement restored, and the pand of windows inthe dormer above the stage (in the northwestern facade) was
boarded over. In response to the lives logt to fire in the Cocoanut Grove disagter, the original front doors were
replaced, with asgt with panic bars, in 1950. That same year, worn parts of the clock were replaced, and plaster
in the ceiling of the meeting hall—possibly loosened by the vibrations of the worn clock—replaced. In 1951, tin
eements in the roofs and the gutters were replaced, new windows installed, and vents placed in the basament
vault to correct some of the moisture problems, problems that have continued to the present.

Since the period of significance, one major change has been mede to the Essax Town Hall and T.O.H.P.
Burnham Memorial Library. By 1963, the need for additional office goace was felt to be acute, and the cods of
an addition to the building foundto be prohibitive for a small town like Essex. In 1965, the sdectmen
implemented a controversial plan: "So it became a public necessity that Essex should do exactly what so many
other towns inthe Commonwealth have done, which isto convert the Town Hall Auditorium into office space,
and hold itstown meetings and similar public gatherings at the new school auditorium.”  When theauditorium
was partitioned for offices, though, the Reading Room was returned to the library, two decades after its loss.
The regiona bookmobile newdetter enthused, "The item borrowed was not a book, but aroom, and it now hes
been returned to itsrightful owner."™ The town supervisors cdebrated the change inthe next year's report with
auitable Cold War rhetoric: "Town libraries, as well as schools, are the arsends of democracy. It isour duty to
keep them & the highest possible levels a all times. . . . Thisunique and lovely building has avery definite
place inthe heritage of the Town of Essex.” Lessimportant changes outlined in the annuad town reports
included the installation of aparking surface over the former tennis court a the western end of the building in
1962, the installation of "permanent” aluminum windows over a number of the other windowsin 1963, and, in
1965, the replacement of the flagpol e atached to the carriage porch with alarger one behind the Essex Honor
Roll. In 1967 the library opened the Essax Room for local history. In 1968 the Town Hall Basebal Grounds
became primarily aLittle League field.

Criterion C: Architecture

The Ess=x Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library isan important example of the use of Shingle Stylein a
civic building. When it was completed, local observerswere not sure what to make of the new building. A
Gloucester correspondent ventured that "the building has the substantial amost squatty appearance of theold
Dutch buildings."" Apart from its size, though, the Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library isquite
consstent with its contemporaries, the Shingle Style cottages being built a that time along Boston's North
Shore and nearby in Maine by prosperous Boston families. Not christened "Shingle Styl€e" until ahalf century

(continued)
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later, by architectural historian Vincent Scully, buildings of this style are now ssen & an important evolution in
American architecture and planning. Scully argued "Pictorial vision . . . was implicit inthe whole shift to
shingles and inthe new sense of goace and light."™ In Scully's 1955 text, he identified Shingle Style as most
important for its influence on the house planning of Frank Lloyd Wright.

Shingle Style grew out of the freedom allowed by balloon frame construction, Queen Anne eclecticism, the
experimentation of Stick Style (and partially areaction to it), and from the tile-facaded walls of English
architect Richard Norman Shaw. The defining characteristic of the style is the use of shingles to cover both roof
and wall surfaces, the shingles flowing down the building and around corners without the use of cornerboards.
Shingle Style in generd—and the Essex Town Hall in particular—is also characterized by asymmetry and
picturesque massing, steep-pitched roofswith intersecting gables and off-center towers, smdl-paned and
banded windows, innovative and flexible interior planning, and sometimes a ground story of field sone. These
wooden, suburban buildings of the last quarter of the 19* century first were expressed in H.H. Richardson
designs such as the Sherman House (1874) in Newport, Rhode I1land, and the Stoughton House (1882) in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Two important early Shingle Style buildings by McKim, Mead, & Whitewere the
Newport Casino (1879-81) and the Isaec Bell House (1881-83), ds0 in Newport. Primarily an innovation by
New England architects and architectural firms, especidly Peabody & Stearns, William Emerson, John Calvin
Stevens, Bmce Price, and Arthur Little, the style quickly—if briefly—spread nationwide, athough it was most
widely acocepted on the coadts. In 1989, Scully revised his view of Shingle Style, acknowledging itto be as
much a part of the Colonial Revival as aprecursor of modernism, but also likening itto Impressionism inits
nativism, itsinitia avant-garde intentions, its visual lushness and roughness, and its continuing wide middle-

class goped ™M

In arecent history of the style, Leland Roth tracesthe origin of the Shingle Style partly to the search by
American architects for an authentic American style as opposed to the 19* century's parade of European
revivals. Roth observed that "the Shingle Style emerged, called into being by the leisured classes, who desired
an architecture that gpoke of easy and carefree pastiimes, an architecture that was not pretentious or boastful,
that connected with an ancestrd pagt but was not held in check by it. For afew bright decades, from 1879-1916,
the Shingle Styleflourished. It was an architecture of fresh spirit and unbridled expansvenessthat sood in
sharp contragt to the buildings of the not-so-assured, particularly those nouvealix riches dazzled by Old World
traditions and hierarchies"~ As Roth points out, Scully's rediscovery and popularization of the style inhis
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Wright. 1955. Rev. ed. (New Haven: Yde Universty Press 1971), 86.

Vincent J Scully, X., Intro., The Architecture of the American Summa: The Howering of the Shingle Style (New Y ork: Rizzali,
1989), 2-3.

Leand M. Rath, Shingle Styles: Innovation and TradUion in American Architecture 1874-1982 (New Y ork: Norfleet PressHarry
Abrams, 1999), 13,
Vincent J Scully, X., Intro. The Architecture of the American Summar: The Howering of the Shingle Style New Y ork: Rizzoli, 1939.
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writings and Y ale lectures influenced an entire generation of architects and criticswho further championed and
employed the style: Robert Venturi, Charles Moore, Charles Gwathmey, Robert Stern, and Paul Goldberger.
This new generation saw it as aprecursor to Modernism and even Post-Modemism. A century after it began.
Shingle Style experienced awiderevival innew construction.

Non-residential usesof Shingle Style were uncommon and civic usssrare. The buildingsthat the Essex Town
Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library most resembles have both been demolished. Lake View Presbyterian
Church, (1887-88) Lakeview (Chicago), by Burnham and Root had the steep roof with diminutive dormers,
corner tower, and paneled sde windows. The Church of &. John the Evangdlist in San Francisco (1890-91), by
Ernest Coxhead, shared the massve square tower with conical turrets. The Essex Building might be most like
the numerous Shingle-Style resort hotels and country clubs, but without their rambling length. Inany analysis,
the Ess=x Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library is arare example of asubstantial civic building in Shingle
Style. The Essex building committee's choice of Weston's Shingle Style design ssamsabold statement.

The architect for the Essex Town Hall was Frank W. Weston (18397-1911) of Dorchester (Boston). Born in
England, Weston immigrated to the U.S. in 1859 and settled in Dorchester™ According to Boston directories,
Weston worked in partnership with George D. Rand from 1870 to 1875, and on his own from 1876 to about
1908/ Weston's obituary argued that his "most important work™ came during this collaboration, when Weston
and Rand designed the Main Hospital Building and a leest two others, inthe High Victorian Gothic style, for
the Worcester Lunatic Hospital (1870-74).™ Weston and Rand also designed two important buildings in the
Back Bay neighborhood of Boston: The Hotel Agassiz (1872) and the James Chadwick House (270
Marlborough Street, 1873)." They aso desgned a least one residence in Brookline, the John D. Runkle House
(ca 1877, MHC# 119). After leaving partnership with Weston, George Rand built a successful career designing
institutional buildingsand campuseswith ayounger generation of architects, especially Bertrand E. Taylor; by
the early years of the 20* century, Kendall, Taylor & Co., the successor firm, was well-known for its hospital,
school, and other designs.

(continued)

His birth year comes from the 1900 Census Saries T623, Roll: 685, Page 275, Suffolk County 20™ Ward. Weston's obituary article
liged him asfive years younger, dthough no birth year wes given. Weston's parents were a<o both born in England. His wife hed
dreedy died by 1900; the only other member of the househdld listed wes "house-hdper” Cath. P. Tynan, 38, an English women of
Irish extraction. The canaus taker ligs Weston's occupation as "archertict” [Sic].

MassCOPAR (Masschusetts Commiittee for the Preservation of Architectural Reocords), Directory of Bodon Architects, 1846-1970
(Cambridge MassSCOPAR, 1984.) Weston gppearsas a0lo prectitioner in the directories 1876-80, 1887-1904, 1906-08, with two
intervening, unexplained absances
™ MACRIS (Massechuseits Cultura Resource Information Sysem) databess, Massachusatts Historical Commisson. http://mhc-
macrisnetindex.htm. Three buildings of the complex are credited to Weston & Rand: Massachusetts Survey #WR258, WR259, ad
WR260 (NRHP 1980; partialy destroyed by fire, 1991). See dso NRHP Multiple Property Documentation Form: Commornwedlth of
Massachusatts Sate Hospitdl and Sate Schodl Sydem, 1993, exp. pp. E37 & E43.

" Bainbridge Bunting, Houses of Bagton's Back Bay: An Architectural History 1840-1917 { London: Bdknap/Harvard UP, 1967), 155
Donlyn Lyndon, The City Obsarved: Bogton: A Guide to the Architecture of the Hub (New Y ork: Vintage, 1982), 129; ad S.emn ad

Miched Southworth, AIA Guide to Baston, 2™ ed. (Old Sy brook, CT: Globe Peguat, 1992), 261.

" MassCOPAR (Massachusatts Commiittee for the Presarvation of Architecturd Records), Directory of Bogon Architects, 1846-1970
(Cambridge MassCOPAR, 1984.) Rand dhanged partners severd times, sometimes practicing done: Ober& Rand (1877-80), Rad &
Taylor (1883-95), Rad & Taylor, Kenddl & Sevens(1896-97), and Rand & Skinner (1900-06).
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Lessisknown about Weston's solo career. Inthe 1880s, while Rand was designing Shingle Style homes in
Cambridge, Weston designed a large Shingle Style home inMillis; Rocklawn (1887; MHC# 68) (NR pending),
a summer home for the daughter of the town's founder, has afieldstone foundation, with clapboard and shingle
siding and half-timbered gables, and a carriage porch. In 1888-89, Weston was designing houses in Jamaica
Plain (Boston) for the Jamaica Plain Land Company and individual homeowners™" Inthe 1890s Wegon
desgned severd multistory officebuildings for the New England Telephone & Tdegraph Company, using
distinctive "yellow Chdseamottled brick,” inLynn (MHC#465) and Worcester (MHC# 787). At his desth,
Weston wes possibly better known as a pioneer inbicycling than as an architect. Weston had traveled to
Philadel phia for the Centennial Exposition in 1876, and returned to Boston with one of the first high-wheeled
bicycles. "Before long he was astonishing Bostonians by histrick riding and his gpeed on the freak machine. In
1878 he was one of the founders of the Boston bicycle club, the first of itskind in this country, and for years he
was one of the chief promoters."~" According to the Boston Daily Globe, the desth of "Pgpd’ Weston cast apall
over the annua dinner of the Boston bicycle club. Weston left instructions that he be cremated, his ashes mixed
with those of his late wife, and that they be sprinkled on the lawn of their "romantic bungalow" that he desgned
for them in Waban (Newton) Massachusetts.

Arthur Asahel Shurcliff (1870-1957) redesigned the grounds of the Essax Town Hall in 1946 to incorporate
the Memoria Park. He was bom in Boston to the Shurtleff family, but changed his nameto Shurcliff in 1930 to
conform to the Old English spelling. In 1894 Shurcliff graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology with adegree in mechanical engineering. But he "decided that his love of outdoor activitiesand the
'planning and construction for scenes of daily life' far outweighed his interest in engineering,” 0 he enrolled a
Harvard under Charles Eliot™ After graduation in 1896, he worked with Frederick Law Olmsted, J., to found
the first four-year university program in landscagpe architecture in America, & Harvard (1900). Shurcliff worked
for eight years inthe Olmsted office in Brookline, before starting his own officein 1905. Hisson Sdney joined
him & apartner in 1933. *OF his many projects, Shurcliff may be best known for the landscgpe architecture of
Colonia Williamsburg, from 1929 to 1940, followed by work on Old Sturbridge Village. Inthe Grester Boston
areq, Shurcliff desgned and/or redesigned many landscapes for the Boston Parks Department, the Metropolitan
Parks Commission, and its successor the Metropolitan District Commission, including the Franklin Park Zoo.
Shurcliff aso wrote many articles on landscape design.”

(continued)

" Architect Index Cards FHne Arts Library, Boston Public Library.

"Frank W. Wegton Deed: Old-Time Cydlist and Ore of the Foundarsof the Bogon Bicycle Club," Bogon Daily Globe 12 Febmary
1911

Blizabeth Hope Gushing, " Shurcliff, Arthur Asshd (ShurtlefO," Pioneers of American Landscgpe Design: An Annotated
Bibliography, Ed. Charles A. Bimbaum and LisaE. Crowder (Washington: Nationa Pak Service, Higtoric Landscape Initiative,
1993), 110-13: 110.

The firm was known as Shurcliff & Shurcliff 1933-57, dthough only Arthur Shurcliff is credited in Essex town records After his
degth, it became Shurcliff & Merrill (1957-70), Shurcliff, Merrill & Footit (1970-76), and Shurcliff & Merrill Landscape Architects
(1976-). S MassCOPAR (Massachusetts Commiittee for the Presarvation of Architectural Records), Directory of Bogon Architects,
1846-1970 (Cambridge: MassCOPAR, 1934), 48.

Shurcliff s pgpers can be found in a leaedt three research collections. The Massachusatts Historical Sodiety hes deven cartons
including his diaries, (unpublished) autobiography, and office records ("Arthur Asshd Shurdliff Pgpars 1865-1957"). Mount Holyoke
Callege hes two boxes documenting the Shurcliff firm'slong record of work there (" Shurcliff, Merrill, Footit Records, 1941-1973").
The Frands Loeb Library & Harvard d<o hes an extensive collection ("Paparsof Arthur A. Shurcliff and Sdney N. Shurcliff).
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Shurcliff s genius was his combining of civic planning and design, cresting parks within existing contexts. His
Paul Revere Mall (1933), for example, insarts agreen goacewithin adensdy built urban neighborhood in
Boston's North End, creating atree-lined passageway connecting two important churches and using brick back
walls as a unifying perimeter™ Shurcliff was responsible for developing the informal quadrangle plan of
Radcliffe College from 1906 into the 1920s. Other notable long-term collegiate planning and design projects
include the campuses of Amherst, Brown, Goddard, Mount Holyoke, and Welled ey He submitted numerous
plans for redesigning the Charles River Basin, from ca. 1905 and later unbuilt plans which envisaged alarge
idand of parks and public buildingstied to Cambridge and Boston by a network of bridges, to his 1928 plan for
the Storrow Memorial Embankment, the large park aong the Charles River which opened in 1936, to the 1951
plan which built Storrow Drive aop his earlier pak’*" Shurcliff speciaized in developing appropriate contexts
for civic goaces The MACRIS database lists 139 Massachusetts properties of which Shurcliff contributed to the
design, from private gardens in Beverly and Marion to aworkers housing complex in Hopedae to the high
school in Weston. According to MACRIS, Shurcliff planned the grounds of & leest two other town halls, in
Weston (1913) and Norwood (1927), as well as the War Memoria in Amherst (1946).

Shurcliff worked on projects large and small, but he had a specid love for Cgpe Ann and Essex's neighboring
town, Ipswich. He worked there over two decades (1910-1925) designing the landscapes of the Crane edate,

Cadtle Hill, now aNational Historic Landmark. Shurcliff kept a summer resdence inlpswich. He desgned a
Colonial Revival village landscape for the John Whipple House in Ipswich, athough only the "Housewife's
Garden" (1957) was completed. In 1951, Shurcliff published abook of prose poems, including a number about
Ipswich, and one that he wrote after avisit to the Essax Shipyards, "My Spirit." M

(continued)

Donlyn Lyndon, The City Obsarved: Bogton: A Guide to the Architecture of the Hub (New Y ork: Vintage, 1982), 79; and Sussn and
Michad Southworth, AIA Guide to Bogion, 2" ed. (Old Saybrook, CT: Globe Pequat, 1992), 49.
" Banbridge Bunting and Margaret Henderson Floyd, Harvard: An Architectural Higtory. (Cambridge: Bdkngp Press of Harvard
Universty Press 1985), 133-34.

Karl Haglund, Inventing the Cherles River (Cambridge MIT Rress 2003), 183-89, 220-25, 253-56.

Blizabeth Hope Gushing, "The Work of '‘Our own hands: The Evolution of Arthur A. Shurcliffs Summea Resdence a Ipswich”
Old-Time New EnglandFalVWinter 2000, 42-68.

Arthur A. Shurdliff, A Man Walks the Earth: Near and Far in New England (Bogton: Old Comer Bookgtore, 1951), 124.
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Archaeological Significance

While saverd ancient Native American Stes have been identified in Essex, most dtes lack documentation
beyond their location. Giventhat limitation, only generd interpretations can be made for subsstence and
settlement activitieswithin each site and patterns of ancient Native American occupation for the town. Any
surviving dtes in Essex with the potential for systematic sudy could be significant. Ancient Stesin thisarea
may contribute important information related to the analysis of coagd settlement and subs stence during later
Woodland Periods, and a comparison of inland versus coadd dtes as aresult of sea level rise. Sea level was
considerably lower during the Paleo Indian and Archaic Periods, resulting in Essax area Stes occupying inland
locations during those periods. Asaresult, ancient dtes may contribute important information related to the
anaysis of changing subsistence and settlement through time in Essex and a a larger scale along the present-
day coagd zone, including Plum Island Sound and the Merrimack River estuary.

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information related to theindustrial
history of Essex, brick manufacture, and the facilities and activitiesassociated with the Essex Town Hall and T.
O. H. P. Burnham Library building. Additional documentary research combined with archaeological survey
and testing may locate structural evidence, stratigraphic, and cultural features associated with the Wade
brickyard and brick manufacturing concern. Archaeological evidence may document the existence of the
brickyard and the activitiesthat occurred within itslimits. Structural evidence of buildings may help document
the internal configuration of the brickyard and the brick making process. Detailed analysis of the contents of
occupational related features may aso contribute important evidence related to brick making technology and the
overall manufacturing process. Occupational-related festures may aso contribute important information related
to the livesand working conditions of workers a the facility. Archaeological evidence of occupational-related
features associated with the town hall and library may contribute information related to the facilities available a
that municipal structure and how they may have changed through time.

(end)
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10. Boundary Description

The National Register boundary for this property corresponds to the northwest corner of Plot 87 on the Town of
Essex Assessor's Map 36. This 15 acre parcel contains asingle building—the Essax Town Hall and T.O.H.P.
Burnham Library—along with its Soldiers Monument and memorial landscape, and the Town Hall Basebdll
Grounds. Thisbuilding, & 30 Martin Street in Essex, Massachusetts, has served as town hall and library for the
Town of Essax snce 1894. The 15 acre parcdl was a legally distinct lot from at least 1873 until 1943. The full
lega description ison file with the Essex County Registry of Deeds. Book 884, Pege 118, Danidl W. Low and
Thomas O.H.P. Burnham to John Proctor, recorded July 5, 1873; and Book 1365, Page 475, George Proctor to
the Inhabitants of the Town of Essex, recorded January 2, 1893. The rectangular parcd frontson Martin Street
to the northwest, and its boundary extends along Sam L ow's Creek on the southwest, as noted inthe
aforementioned deeds. The northeast and southeest boundaries are further delineated inathird Essex County
deed: Book 3331, Page 157, Boston and Maine Railroad to Inhabitants of the Town of Essex, recorded May 26,
1943. These boundaries are depicted on Plot Map No. 79, 1943, filed inthat same book. The year after 1943
when these two plots—and a least one more—were legally consolidated isuncertain.

Boundary Justification

This 15 acre parcd was alegally separate and distinct lot from a leest 1873 until 1943 or later. For the first 50
years—of the 63 total years (1893-1956)—of the period of significance, this lot defined the boundaries of the
Essex Town Hall and T.O.H.P. Burnham Library building, its memorial landscape, and the Town Hall Baseball
Grounds. In 1943 the town purchased the lot contiguous on the northeast and southeadt: the former Essex depot,
the railroad line right-of-way, and the Essex train yards of the Boston & Maine Railroad. Subsequently (by
1945), it purchased marshlands contiguous to the south of this second lot, and a some point thereafter legally
combined thesethree parcels into asingle 14-acre lot, illustrated on the current Town of Essax Assessor's Maps
36 & 37, as Plot 36-87. The 1946 |andscape plan combined these three parcels into a single "Proposad
Community Recreational Center," but that plan took over two decadesto complete. The mogt subgtantive
changes early on—those overseen by landscape architect Arthur Shurcliff—took place only within the confines
of the original lot: realigning the baseball diamond and building the Memorial Park. Peripheral aressin the
larger combined lot have either lost integrity or developed their current form after the period of significance.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

July 25, 2007

Mr. J. Paul Loether RECEIVED 2280
National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service L 31 207

1201 Eye Stret, NW, 8* floor ROTHSTORC. RAES

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Ess=x Town Hall and Burnham Library, Essex (Ess=x), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

Tim Orwig, congultant

Jeffrey Jones Board of SHednmen

Kurt Wilhdm, Essex Higoricd Commisson
Robart Ftzgibbons, Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gatema usmhc



