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3000 137 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black S white] 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

>^own Sprinqfield 

U Address Park-Cross-Willow Stg&^ts . 

^ Historic Name Milton-Bradley Company (/>3A'^> 

Use: Original manufacturing 

Present residential 

Ownership:O Private individual 
Private organization ^ 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

PARK sr~ 

Recorded by Margo Webber 

Organization Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. 

Date Jme, 19 81 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner George W. Tapley 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1880, c. 1888, c. 1905. c. 1912 

Source c i t y D i r e c t o r i e s 

S t y l e Panel B r i c k 

/ 
Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Brick 

Outbuildings See sketch map 

Major alterations (with dates} 

19 79 - adaptive reuse to housing 

approved 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 2.5 acr^s 

S e t t i n g On the edge o f downtown, bounded 

by i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s t o west , commercial 

b locks t o n o r t h and r e s i d e n t i a l area to east 

Assessor 's Map #314 
UTM Ref: 18/699820/4663530 
S p r i n g f i e l d South Quadrangle ( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



Criteria Statement: The Milton Bradley Company Building possesses integrity of location, 
design, setting, material and workmanship. I t i s significant for i t s associations with 
industrial development i n Springfield and especially as the home of a company which 
gained national prominence in the twentieth century. Additionally, i t is significant 
as a collection of industrial structures b u i l t to house the operations of a rapidly 
expanding company. I t meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Milton Bradley complex i s an excellent example, and orie of the few remain­
ing exampj.es i n the survey area, of a composite grouping of i n d u s t r i a l buildings 
from the late 19th century. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the buildings are a handsome 
coll e c t i o n of period design, basically s i m p l i f i e d u t i l i t a r i a n biiLldings of 
large scale whose carefully detailed t r i m includes coursing, b r i c k corbels and 
cornices which add visual delight to the strong rhythmic feeling of the long 
elevations. The exteriors have largely retained t h e i r i n t e g r i t y and have been 
enhanced by the conversion and upgrading as apartments. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (e:>cplain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Milton Bradley & Company was founded i n Springfield i n 1860 and grew to become 
one of the largest manufacturers i n the c i t y . The fir m was started as a l i t h o ­
graphy business by Mr. Milton Bradley, who was joined i n 1862 by Clark W. 
'Bryan and J. F. Tapley. At the time, i t was the only lithography shop between 
Boston, Providence, Albany and Hartford. I t was f i r s t housed on Main Street and 
l a t e r on Harrison Avenue. In 1882, the biasiness relocated t o #47-55 Willow 
Street. The bu i l d i n g was owned by George Tapley, a childhood f r i e n d of Bradley's 
from Lowell. Tapley's own f i r m , the Taylor and Tapley Manufacturing Conpany, 
was also located i n the bxjilding. I t specialized i n making cloth-faced paper 
collars and cuffs. 

In 1884, the Milton Bradley Company was organized and incorporated with a working 
c a p i t a l of $40,000. George W. Tapley was i t s f i r s t president and Milton Bradley 
i t s f i r s t treasurer. The factory had grown by 1884 to contain three departments: 
1) lithographic; 2) games and toys; and 3) educational department. The l i t h o ­
graphic engraving and p r i n t i n g d i v i s i o n specialized i n school supplies and 
apparatus. They were the f i r s t game and toy manufacturers i n the region and 
b u i l t t h i s aspect of the business i n t o a national l i n e of goods. 

V 
• As the o l d e s t and l a r g e s t manufacturer o f games and educa t i ona l m a t e r i a l s , the 

M i l t o n Bradley Company became a mainstay o f the l o c a l community and i t s economy. 
The p l a n t was expanded con t inuous ly through the e a r l y years o f the 20th century 
u n t i l i t took up an e n t i r e c i t y b l o c k . I n the 1960 's , t he p l a n t r e l o c a t e d t o 
s\±>urban East Longmeadow. 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 
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summary paragraph 
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