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Recor ded by Mar go Vébber Setting On the edge of downtown, bounded
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Assessor's Map #314
UM Ref: 18/699820/4663530
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional sheets here)



Criteria Statement: The MIton Bradley Gonpany Building possesses integrity of |ocation,
design, setting, material and workmanship. |t is significant for its associations with
industrial developnent i nSpringfield and especially as t hehone of a conpany whi ch

gai ned national promnence i nthetwentieth century. Additionally, i tis significant

as acollection of industrial structures built t ohouse t heoperations of a rapidly
expanding conpany. |t meets criteria A& Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNLH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within comrunity)

The Milton Bradley conplex is an excellent exanple, andorie of the fewrenain-
ing exanpj.es i n the survey area, of a conposite grouping of industrial buildings
fromthe late 19th century. Architecturally, the buildings are a handsone
collection of period design, basicallysimplified utilitarian biilLldings of

| arge scale whose carefully detailedtrimincludes coursing, brick corbels and
cornices which addvisual delight to the strong rhythmc feeling of the |ong

el evations. The exteriors have largely retained their integrity andhave been
enhanced by the conversion andupgrading as apartments.

HSTGRCAL SIGNFICANCE (e:>cplain t herole owners played i nlocal or state history
and how t hebuilding relates t othedevel opnent of t he comrunity)

Milton Bradley & Conpany was founded in Springfieldin 1860 and grew to becone
one of the largest manufacturers in the city. The firmwas started as a litho-
graphy business by M. M Iton Bradley, whowas joinedin 1862by Clark W

'Bryan andJ. F. Tapley. At the time, i twas the only lithography shop between
Boston, Providence, Albany andHartford. | twas first housed on Main Street and

| ater on Harrison Avenue. | n 1882, the bhiasiness relocated to #47-55 Wl ow
Street. Thebuildingwas owed by George Tapley, a childhood friend of Bradley's
from Lowell. Tapley's own firm the Taylor andTapley Manufacturing GConpany,

was also located in the bxjilding. |t specializedin making cloth-faced paper
collars and cuffs.

In 1884, the Milton Bradley Conpany was organized andincorporated with a working
capital of $40,000. George W Tapley was i tsfirst president andM lton Bradley
its first treasurer. The factory had grown by 1884t ocontain three departments:
1) lithographic; 2) ganes andtoys; and3) educational department. The litho-
graphic engraving andprinting division specializedin school supplies and
apparatus. They were the first ganme andtoy manufacturers in the regionand
built this aspect of the business into anational line of goods.
\Y

+ As the oldest and largest manufacturer of games and educational materials, the
Milton Bradley Company became a mainstay of the local community and its economy.
The plant was expanded continuously through the early years of the 20th century
until it took up an entire city block. |In the 1960's, the plant relocated to
s\t>urban East Longmeadow.
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