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The present appearance is typical of undisturted, underwater
wreck sites. Ballast mounds, large sections of heavy oak planking,
cannons, anchors, cannon-balls, ship fittings etc. are strewn about
the bottom, with the majority of items turied in the sediment. The
two wreck sites are separated from one another by several miles.

The original and intact aovpearance of H. M. S. "Cerberus" and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In our country's War of Independence, the alliance between France
and the United States, undertaken on February 6, 1778, had given the
patriots greater confidence in their ultimate success. The first move-
ment of the Frenth governmment, in compliance with the alliance's re-
quirements, was to dispatch in May of 1778 a squadron consisting of
twelve ships of the line and four large frigates, under command of
Count d'Estaing, to blockade the British fleet in Delaware Bay. For-
tunately for the commander in charge of the British fleet--Lord Howe--
he had left the Delaware a few days tefore the arrival of d'Estaing
on July 8 and had found safety in the waters of Raritan Bay, into which
the heavy French vessels would not enter for fear of striking the sand-
bar stretching northward from Sandy Hook to Staten Island. D'Estaing
therefore relinquished his design of attacking Howe's fleet and, on the
solicitation of General Washington, proceeded to Newport to assist the
Americans in their attempt to drive the British from Rhode Island.

For this, General Sullivan had been sent to supercede General Spencer;
and Washineton had also dispatched La Fayette (accomnanied by General
Greene, then a quartermaster-general) with two continental regiments
to aid in the Rhode Island expedition. John Hancock came at the head
of the Massachusetts militia, and similar troops from Connecticut and
Rhode Island also gathered at Tiverton.

\\~Thus, with the arrival of the French fleet, which anchored off
Brenton's Point on July 28, the scene was set for Rhode Island's
largest conflict in the War of Independence: the Battle of Rhode Island.
On July 29 two French frigates sailed up the Sakonnet Passage and
caused the destruction of three British warshivs. On July 30, two

French ships of the line sailed it o the West Passage of Narragansett
Bay and anchored abreast of Conanicut (Jamestown) Island, causing the
British to abandon Conanicut Island and concentrate forces in Newport.

Valuable time was Yost in petty disagreement retween the Ameri-
cans and Count d'Estaing over articles of command and various methods
of attack. With a general lack of commnications, the French fleet re-
mained at anchor for several days. Then, on Aucust 5, in the early
morning, they got under s;il to move around the north point of Conanicut
Island. Upon seeing this movement, four large British fripgates mounting

(See Continuation Sheet.)
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80 Significance.

a total of 12, cannon, and including the "Cerbterus" and the "Lark," were
immediately destroyed to prevent their capture by the French ships. On
August 9 the Americans landed in force on the north end of Aquidneck Is-
land, and the French had meanwhile teen bombarding Newport--encountering
minor resistance from the batteries surrounding that place. It was during
this day that Lord Howe's reinforced fleet appeared off Point Judith; and,
upon seeing their approach, Count d'Estaing sailed out of Narrasansett Bay
to meet them. A furious storm arose before an angagement could start, and
both fleets were disatled and scattered, remaining at sea for ten days
until Howe turned back to New York and d'Estaing returned to Newportﬁx\\

During this period General Sullivan had pushed on, notwithstanding
the absence of the expected French troops. When d'Estaing arrived again
off Newport on August 9, the Americans had advanced almost to Newport,
with every promise of a successful siepe. They had previously been pro-
mised four thousand land troops from the French fleet, tut these were de-
nied them, and--refusing to listen to entreaties or remonstrances--
d'Estaing sailed for Boston and abandoned the Americans in their upcoming
rattle. This lack of support caused an American withdrawal to the north
end of the island, the British pursuing, and a severe engagement took
place in the area of Quaker Hill on August 29. Sullivan then managed to
repel the British, tut when he heard that Sir Henry Clinton was soon to
reinforce General Pigot at Newport with five thousand men, he decided to
further remove his troops to Tiverton, and thus there was an unsuccessful
end to the Battle of Rhode Island.

The only positive accomplishment of this btattle, other than the
courageous fighting on both sides, was the destruction of the Rritish
fleet stationed at Newport. Therefore, it is felt that the historically
valuable wreck sites giving physical evidence of this happening should
be recognized and afforded as much protection as nossible from toth state
and federal government agencies, pending recovery operations and careful
study of their findings. The importance of these sites is increased by
the fact that the recovery of Revolutionary War vessels is extremely rare
in New England waters, there teing only one other such instance known to
the writer. Plans are presently under way at the University of Rhode
Island's Ocean Enrineering Laboratory to retrieve and preserve artifacts
from the sites, beeginning in the summer of 1973. The work will te carried
out with appropriate archaeological supervision.
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