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*Just prior to his marriage in 1798, Daniel Townsend began construc­ 
tion of Bleak Hall Plantation on Edisto Island. --Today three outbuildings, 
probably constructed in the 1840s by Daniel Townsend's son, John Townsend, 
are all that remain of the plantation.

The most prominent of these three outbuildings is the ice house, 
a rectangular wooden story-and-a-half building erected close to the ground 
on a partial basement of tabby constructions The southern and northern 
facades are identical, with flush boarding through the first floor and clap­ 
board in the gable. Two vertical -plank doors, one at ground level and one 
in the gable, are flanked by a permanent wooden ladder. The lower door is 
flanked by two narrow, vertical -plank shutters covering panel ess windows 
which extend above the lower door level. Two barge boards of circular design 
one the reverse of the other, adorn the eaves of the high gable roof, which 
is covered with cypress shingles and slightly flared at the bottom. The 
barge boards are connected at regular intervals with short wooden strips. 
At the gable peaks and at the peak of the dormer are three-level wooden 
spires which extend through the roof and terminate in pendants.

The western and eastern facades consist of flush-boarded walls with 
mock intersecting tracery windows and a mock door of the same design. 
Boarding within the mock bays is vertical. Exposed rafters just below the 
eaves accent a dentil -designed board extending across the facade. A high 
triangular dormer with two pointed windows of twelve lights each is central­ 
ly located in the roof. Directly in front of the dormer windows is a small 
balcony with supports in a double diamond design. The design of the dormer 
barge boards repeats that of the gables proper.

ice house is pegged and the walls insulated with sawdust. The 
partial basement consists of three walls of tabby construction with charcoal 
insulation. The interior ceiling has a beaded design. A new floor was 
installed around 1965.

A second outbuilding, a rectangular equipment shed, is of tabby f 
construction with a high wooden gable roof covered with cypress shingles. 
Modern sliding doors have been placed under the gable of the southern facade 
On the northern facade, a permanent wooden ladder extends from the ground to 
the large vertical -plank door in the clapboard gable. The gable eaves are 
covered with barge boards with downward sloping dentil design, and boards 
wtth serrated decoration extend beneath the eaves of the eastern and western 
facades. At each gable peak is a three-level wooden spire that extends 
through the roof and terminates in a pendant.

'The third outbuilding, a cubicle of tabby construction, was probably 
used as a smokehouse./ The single entrance is a vertical -plank door. The 
slightly bell cast hipped roof is covered with cypress shingles and topped 
by a three-level wooden spire. Below the eaves all around the structure 
is a board with large serrated dentil decoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Agricultural Significance: John Townsend was born at Bleak Hall in 
October of 1799, the first son of Daniel Townsend and Hepzibah Jenkins. 
Inheriting Bleak Hall from his father, John Townsend became well known 
as an advanced agriculturalist. He was one of the largest planters of 
sea island cotton in the state and won many prizes for its quality and 
length. Bleak Hall cotton was highly valued in Belgium and France for 
making lace. Not only the cotton, but the Bleak Hall gardens were 
renowned. John Townsend employed a Japanese gardner to lay out and care 
for the elaborate and exotic gardens. Remains of these gardens surround 
the outbuildings in this nomination.

Architectural Significance: Though the main house of Bleak Hall 
Plantation was destroyed by fire, the three remaining outbuildings are 
excellent representatives of the^gothic revival architecture utilized 
in the construction of this plantation.^Particularly noteworthy is the 
structure and design of the perfectly preserved ice house with its 
mock tracery windows and door and the high gabled roof with triangular 
dormer^

Political Significance: John Townsend was known not only as an agri­ 
culturalist, but also as a political leader. He served in the South 
Carolina House of Representatives from 1822 to 1826 and 1828 to 1832, 
and the South Carolina Senate from 1850 to 1858. He was a delegate to 
the Secession Convention of 1860-62, and signed the Ordinance of 
Secession which ushered in the Civil War. John Townsend also served as 
magistrate, commissioner of roads, commissioner of free schools, justice 
of the peace, and justice of quorum. He died at Bleak Hall in 1881 
and was buried in Edisto Island Presbyterian Churchyard.
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