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1. Name
historic f Rev. Stephen Badger House
andlor common Badger House

2. Location

street & number NN Eliot St. not for publication
city, town Natick vicinity of congressional district 10th
Massachusetts 025 Middlesex "017
state code county code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) xprivate unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
X no military other:

4- Owner of Property -

name Mrs. W.A. (Ruth C.) Peinze
street & number 87 Eliot St.
city, town South Natick vicinity of state Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

ocouthouse, regidry o deeds éc. Middlesex County Registry of Desds
drest & nurba Massachusetts Ave.
city, town Cambridge date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets _ _ _
of the Conmmnwea th has this property been determined elegible? yes no

dte 1967 federal state county local
depogtary for aurvey records  Massachusetts Historical Comnission

city, town Boston dae Mass.



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

N excellent deteriorated unal t ered N ooriginal site
good ruins Kaltered noved date
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Reverend S ephen Badger House i s |ocated on a one-and-one-quarter acre parcel at the
northwest coner of Eliot Street (foinmerly the Sherbom Road) and Badger Avenue. The
Badger House st ands aloproxi mately 1000 north of Eliot Street and 175 north of the Charles
River. Prior to the late 1940's, the house was part of a 70-acre farm most of whichis
currently owned by real estate devel opers andis covered with second-growh woods. The
property's original bamrenained until July 4, 1938 when it was buned.

The Badger House is a two-and-one-half story nain house with aone-story rear ell, both of
which are of tinber frane construction covered with clapboarding. Thehouse's coners are
trimmed with plainboards. The main house is nearly sauare inplan with two interior
chimmeys rising in symetrical |ocations through the side slopes of the house's hiF roof .

The house's facade (south elevation) is symmetrical consisting of acenter entry flanked by
two w ndows on each side at the first, story and five w ndows across the second story. The
entry contains adoor of four raised panels set beneath a five-pane, transomand between panelled
pilasters. These pilasters support apartially broken entablature, adentilled com ce

and a pedinent. This entry was added to the house i n 1949 andis nade up of antique
materials, selected to aﬂproxi mate the entry shown in ca 1870 phot ograph of the house;

the house's earlier (perhaps original) entry was renoved around 1880 wnhen a Victorian doubl e
door vas added." Al | facade w ndows contain restored 1212 sash set in projecting boxed
frames; first-story w ndows have noul ded caps, while the heads of second-story w ndows

are set inthe base of the comce. GCentered onthe facade's roof is a gabled dorner
containing an &8 wndow This dormer was restored in 1949, based onthe ca 1870 phot ograph.
Around 1880, the house's original dorner was replaced by a cent”al.gable,.which vwas renoved
by the present owner. ....... L., N .. D

The house's east elevation is symretrical, containing tw wndows at both the first and
second stories. These w ndows are identical to facade w ndows at corresponding stories.

The house's west elevation,is identical to the east elevation, except that i thas an
additional VY1 wndowset slightly off-center at the first story. Thehouse's rear ele-
vation (north) is as>Tiinetrically arranged, it swestemthird being bl ocked by the rear ell.
Moving east to west the first story of the north elevation contains a.128 wndow a snall
six-pane |ight, adoor with a shed-hood and a 12/12 w ndow Thetwo [arger w ndows are

set Inframes [ike those of the first-story facade w ndows. At the second story are the

wi dely spaced wi ndows, each of which is identical to the second-story w ndows of the facade.

The rear el | is rectangular in,plan and is enclosed by apitched roof. Theell's east

el evation contains asingle wndowat itssouth end and*a rectangul ar garage door at its

north end  The north elevation contains a four-pane |ight near itswest end The west

el evation contains a small shed addition and a single wndow At its southwest comer,

the rear ell projects slightly beyond the west elevation of the main house; onthe small

exposed portion of itssouth elevation, the el | has asingle U1 w ndow A



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric .community planning landscape architecture _  religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 architecture educatfon military social/
1700-1799 engineer™g music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce ri'iy-1v expltiratipn/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- . communications . Industry politics/government . transportation
invention AN . other (specify)
Specific dates 1753 Bui l der/Architect  Buil der Unknown

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Reverend Stephen Badger House possesses integrity of location, design, materials
and historical associations with thesettlement history of Natick. The house withits
twin chimmeys, high hip roof, doorway and other details i san excellent local exanple of
ei ghteenth-century domestic architecture.

Altered around 1880 by t headdition of a central facade gable, double doors, new
chimey caps, a porch, 2/2 sash and other Victorian details, thehouse was restoredt o
its pre-victorian appearance i n1949. Details for this restoration were based on a
cs. 1870 photograph of t he house, showing i ti nitsearliest known form

The house's original owner, Stephen Badger, was t helast of Natick's Indian m ssion-
aries. Founded as a 6,000 acre grant at t herequest of Rev. John Eliot of Roxburyi n
1550, Natick was intended t oserve as a permanent settlement for Indians who had been
converted toChristianity. For nearly 75 years, town affairs were conducted by Indians
and records kept i nthelndian | anguage. Supported by t he"Society for the Propagation
of theFaith Anong t helndians," Eliot served as theconmnmunity's minister until his
death i n1690. subsequently, Daniel Takawanpait conducted theaffairs of thetown until
his death i n1716; he was succeeded by Reverend Oliver Peabody i n1721. Peabody diedi n
1752 and was replaced by Stephen Badger i nMarch of 1753, when he was allotted Lot #25
by thelndian Proprietors. At this time, theHarvard Yearbook com serated with Badger's
wife for "having married a poor parson and (for)having tolive i nan unfinished house
and with only Indians for neighbors.” During Peabody's ministry, white settlers had
begun t opurchase remaining lots inthecomunity. Gradually, white settlers took over
town affairs and attenpted t onove t heMeeting House from i tsoriginal site at the
junction of union. Pleasant and Eliot Streets t ot hegeographic center of theNatick
grant. Throughout Badger's ministry, tension existed between the wi shes of thetown's
white settlers and Badger's obligationsboth totheremaining Indians and t he "Society
for thePropagation of the®ospelfemong t helndians" i n England.

tap-d:~ «fliaf SISy e"ejoptr

The Reverend Stephen Badger House property i sof potential archaeol ogical inportance
due t oBadger's associationwith Natick's Christianlndian settlement, should dociamen-
tation exist which suggests that Christianlindians lived intheBadger household, then
ethic andcult\iral differentiations mght be seen i nthematerial cultural remains of
the European and aboriginal residents.

Briefly, at the begixm ng of t heRevolutionary War, Badger was appointed t o the

town's Conmittee of correspondence; however, after theBattle of Bunker Hill, Badger
suffered theloss of incone from his charlestown property and from t he "Society for
the Propagation of theFaith Anong t helndians." Further, he was accused of being a Tory

and denied support as thetown's minister. After theRevolution, Badger failed tore-
cover his previous position i nthecomunity and t hetown's Indian popul ation declined,
allowing t heMeeting House (and town center) t obe nmoved from i t soriginal location.



9. Major Bibliographical References

History of Natick, by Oiver Bacon
Yearbook of Harvard College for 1750-51 _ . . _
Letters written by Rev. Sephen Badger, nowowned by t he Miseum of the Natick Historical Societ)

Al 'so mscel | aneous papers owned by t he above nuseum

10. Geographical Data IITM WOT mm

Acreage of nominated property Ik-
Quadrangle name Natxck Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to the attached mgp. The boundaries are delineated in red.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

dae  Massachusstts ok couty Middlesex acke
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
_ Kutn Fenmze o
neng/title Brian Pfeiffer, Consultant with Natick Historical District Gonmssion
organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson dee  Novarba 1979
street & number 294 Washington St, telephone.(617) 727-8470
city or town Bogon state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

eExecutive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

titl date

For HCRS use only
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date NI p

Keeper of theMational Register t/

Attest: VyxhiAA y*"HNAJUa date if lll/en
-tSiilefonTigIBmitton

GPO 938 835
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After Badger's death i n 1803, hi s second wife whomhe had married i n 1790
remained i nthe house until 1822. Theproperty was later sold with its70-acre farmto
O iver Bacon, awood-punp nanufacturer, who left theresidue of hisestate, in-
cluding the house, tobuild a "fireproof" library building, nowknown as the
Bacon Free Library, i nSouth Natick.
















































Reverend Stephen Badger House
87 Elliot Street
Natick, Ms
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Memorandum

T0 Hope T. Mbore. Associate Director for Cultural DATEH February 22, 1980
Pr ogr ans
FROM Carol D Shull, Acting Keeper of theNational Register

SUBJECT: Pending National Register nom nations in Wston, Sudbury, Concord,
Natick, and Fram ngham Massachusetts

For thetowns |isted above, two nom nations arecurrently being
reviewed by theNational Register staff. They are the
Reverend Stephen Badger House, 87 Eliot Street, Natick, andt he
First Baptist Church, 1013 Worcester Road, Fram ngham

Par kman Tavern, 20 Powder Mill Road, Concord, i stheonly property
located i nany of t heabove mentioned towns which was listed i n
the National Register from January 1, 1979, tothepresent. Those
properties which were listed i ntheNational Register prior to
January 1, 1979, areunderlined i ntheenclosed Federal Register
publication.

Since January 1, 1979, one property has been determned eligible
for entry i ntheNational Register. That property i stheBacon
Free Library and Muiseum 58 Eliot Street, Natick.

If we can be of further assistance toyou, please |et us know

bece: Hope T. Moore, Assoc. Director for C P
AR SHarris:md 343-6401 2/ 22/80
BASIC FILE RETAINED | N \R

Buy U.S Savings Bonds Ktiularly onthe Payroll Savings Plan



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REGQ STER
STATE NASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered

Nane Locati on

Badger, Rev. Stephen, House Nat i ck
M ddl esex County

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Margaret M Heckl er Ms. Patrick L. Wesl owskl

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion

294 \Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 8/ 80
sFor further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.






