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Located on the mill pond of the same name, Chipman's Mill is on Road 465 about two-
and-a~half miles east of Laurel. The mill has deteriorated but the equipment,
including stones, stone casings, hopper and turbine, are still in place or stored
within the structure.

Chipman's Mill is composed of two separate structures, one of which was moved to the
site in this century from an old mill nearby. The oldest structure on the site is
the one-story east end of the mill. This section covers the millrace and houses the
turbines and millstones. One of the most interesting features of the milling equip-
ment within this structure is the large wooden crane which lifted the top stone. The
structural system of this section of the mill has been changed several times; however,
some of the framing shows evidence of mortise and tenon joints. Virtually all of the
original exterior sheathing of the building is gone. Evidence indicates that it was
clapboard. Lapped siding now covers this section. BAbutted to the west end is a
two-story structure with a shed-roofed wing. This was moved to the site. It is
sheathed in shiplap siding. Across the rear of the entire mill, several shed-roofed
additions have been made. A tin roof is presently found on the entire structure.

On the older section, it covers wood shingles.

The mill is currently threatened by several sources. First, the structure is situated
on the turn of a road, and several cars have run into it causing considerable damage
to its northeast corner. Second, when the race is in full operation, water overflows
into the area under the mill resulting in rather severe erosion. Third, the building
has been neglected since the mill ceased operation. The present owners hope to solve
these problems and to restore the mill, '

Around the mill is a low-density, residential area. Across the dam is 01ld Christ
Church, a National Register property which dates to 1772. The church and mill serve
as landmarks for the area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chipman's Mill survives as one of the few remaining Delaware grist mills powered
solely by water. Small mills of this type existed during the nineteenth century
with predictable regularity on virtually every stream throughout Sussex County,
yet very few remain today except as archaeological sites.

Though in a somewhat deteriorated condition, both the structure and water turbine
grinding apparatus have been little altered since 1884, when Joseph Chipman first
built the mill.

The map of Broad Creek Hundred, which appears in Beers Atlas of Delaware (1868),
indicates the presence of a sawmill and wool carding machinery in the immediate
vicinity of Chipman's Mill, but gives no indication of the presence of a grist
mill at that time. It is possible that the present grist mill rests on the site
of these earlier operations.

The mill continued to function within the social and economic framework of the
- surrounding rural agricultural community until the late 1940's, when it fell into
disuse.
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