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‘The Blacksmith's House was built in 1872 and is the oldest house now standing

in Pawhuska, Constructed of sandstone blocks[of'varying shapes and sizes, it

- is a typieal early settlers house of the area, in vernacular style. The front

~ part of the house is two-story with a central entrance and window on either side

- of the door, The second.story windows (three of them) are half hidden by the
eave of the sloplng roof, At each end of the house is a chimney serving a
fireplace, There is a one-story room at the back of the building, also of -
natlve stone,

" The house today is still a’ sturdy stone bulldlng, complete with natlve
lumber flooring and gas 11ghts on the ceilings. In 1973 fire heavily damaged
the structure, howevér, and a new roof was put on, Some of the windows aré
still covered with cardboard, While the house has. good potential for renovation
to show an early type home, it is in a state of disrepair at the present tlme.

, Forty-two years ago the house was bought by its precent owner for a very
~ small but undisclosed sum of money. Virgie Stewart, the present owner, had
been rentlng the house for 3% a month and after her husband ‘died she bought the
house, The house stands on the main street of Pawhuska very near the downtown
area and is bordered on one side by a used car 1ot and a defunct barber shop
on the other. S
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blacksmith's House is not only the oldest house standing in Pawhuska,
Tt is also the first house built in Pawhuska. The structure represents the
earliest stage of Osage history in the area and symbolizes the increasing
acculturation of the Osage to white culture and their increasing participation
in a non-Indian economic system.

When the Osages moved from their Kansas reservation to what is now Osage-
County, they felt it was important to take along a blacksmith to care for their
horses and to fulfill other material needs. However, it was difficult to get
anyone to accompany them into their new and undeveloped area. They did finally
obtain a smith - a Swiss by the name of Delarue - but only by promising to
build him a house. They kept their commitment, starting to work on the house.
as soon as they reached their new lands. And it was completed even before they -
completed the Agent's house, normzlly the first structure built. This reaffirms
the importance of a blacksmith to the tribe.

The structure is considered important by local residents. But all attempts
to acquire it for preservation or other purposes have been stymied by the present
owner, a colorful character in her own right, who believes she should be an
integral part of any development of the property. -
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