





Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex

Sarasota County, Florida

Name of Property

County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

O private [ buildings
X public-local [ district
[ public-State [ site

[ structure
[J object

[ public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listings
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Architectural Resources of the Sarasota School of Architecture

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include any previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 0 buildings
0 0 sites
1 0 structures
1 0 objects
4 0 total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/Museum
HEALTH CARE/Resort
COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

HEALTH CARE/Resort

COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT/Sarasota School of Architecture

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls Concrete

roof Concrete

other

Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Sarasota County, Florida
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County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

] B removed from its original location.

[] C a birthplace or grave.

[] D a cemetery.

[] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[] F a commemorative property.

[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

Period of Significance

1959-1960

Significant Dates
1959

Significant Person

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Architect: Jack West

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 36) has been requested

[] previously listed in the National Register

[] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

[] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
[] Other State Agency
[] Federal agency
[] Local government
[] University
] Other
Name of Repository
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1 acre

UTM References
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.)

1[17] [a]7]a]o]3s] [2]9]o]3]s]o]2] sl LI LU L ] ]

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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|:| See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namelftitle Lorrie Muldowney, President/Max Adriel Imberman, Historic Preservationist

oraanization Creative Preservation LLC date April 2019
street & number 2709 Temple Street telebhone
citv or town  Sarasota state Florida zio code 34239

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name City of North Port

street & number 4970 City Hall Boulevard telephone

citv or town North Port state Florida zio code 34286

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to
list properties, and amend listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and
completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127,
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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SUMMARY

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex was constructed for the Florida Quadricentennial in
1959. It was designed in the style of the Sarasota School of Architecture by Jack West, a leader of that
movement. The long-established Sarasota engineering firm of Smally, Wellford and Nalven was the site
engineer. The Spa and Cyclorama buildings were initially designed to accommodate daily visitors to
the site during the Quadricentennial festivities, and to house exhibits which portrayed Florida tourism,
agriculture, and industry. When the celebration of the Quadricentennial concluded in March 1960, two
of the buildings were converted into a spa, which today houses a gift shop, administrative offices,
bathrooms, lounge and massage rooms. Earlier in the building’s history it contained a real estate office
and café as well.

The site covered by this nomination includes 3 buildings, 1 object, and 1 structure all contributing to the
resource. The spa consists of two buildings, connected by a roofless walkway. The Cyclorama is a
separate building and is distinguished from the spa buildings by its shape and design. To the north of the
northern spa building is a plaque, a contributing object dating to the 1950s, which includes a description
of the lore connecting Warm Mineral Springs to the journeys of Ponce de Leon, part of the basis for the
site’s success as a tourism destination. To the south of the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex is a
circular drive. In its center is the contributing structure, a concrete pad covered in tile that depicts the
State of Florida and commemorates the Florida Quadricentennial.

The resources contained within the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex were designed to
accompany and honor Warm Mineral Springs Archaeological Site, which was a site listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1977, as well as the broader scope of Florida history and culture.
The shape and length of the two spa buildings was intended by architect Jack West to reflect the
hourglass vertical cross section of Warm Mineral Springs, as well as the proportions of the spring’s
width and depth. The hourglass motif is repeated throughout the buildings, and can be found in the
design of decorative tile inlays present in several locations on the exterior walls of the building.

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex maintains its integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, association, and feeling as evidenced by the retention of distinguishing
architectural features, continued proximity to Warm Mineral Springs, retention of decorative tile walls
and continued recreational use in a parklike setting.
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SETTING

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex is located in the City of North Port, in southern Sarasota
County. The buildings are located within a residential subdivision that consists of modest single-family
homes located on lots that average 2 acre or less. The neighborhood has developed slowly since the end
of the period of significance in 1960. Development has occurred in a way which does not negatively
impact the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex’s integrity of setting.

The buildings included in the nomination were envisioned as the centerpiece of a larger Warm Mineral
Springs development. The spa and Cyclorama are within the City of North Port Florida’s Warm Mineral
Springs Park and are just south of Warm Mineral Springs Archaeological Site, a sinkhole with
submerged burial and associated artifacts that has been dated to 11,000 years before present (Photo 1).
The archaeological site was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1977. Other than the
sinkhole, which is used for recreational purposes, the site is open with limited vegetation.

To the south of the resource is a parking lot for visitor parking, an area which served the same purpose
in the historic period. The resource overall retains integrity of setting.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex consists of three buildings, an object, and a structure. The
three buildings consist of two spa buildings which were designed together but are separate, as well as a
Cyclorama. The object is a tiled concrete pad depicting the state of Florida in honor of the 1959 Florida
Quadricentennial. The two spa buildings are on the western side of the resource, the Cyclorama is to the
east of the spa buildings, located between them. The tile pad is to the south of the spa buildings.

Warm Mineral Springs Spa Buildings

The Warm Mineral Springs spa buildings were designed by architect Jack West in a regional modernist
style that has come to be known as the Sarasota School of Architecture. The spa at Warm Mineral
Springs Park is comprised of two separate buildings separated by a 10-foot-wide and 60-foot-long
walkway (Photo 2), which is currently uncovered, but was originally covered. The two buildings are of
different sizes and shapes, but they were designed to accompany each other and to honor the spring
which they neighbor. The sizes and shapes of the buildings are meant to evoke the underwater cross-
section of Warm Mineral Springs, with the lengths of the buildings reflecting the depth of the sinkhole.
The construction methods of the two buildings are identical.
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Both buildings have non-load bearing, tile and masonry walls and storefront glass. The vertical loads on
each are carried by steel beams supported by steel columns, which allow the walls to remain free of the
structural system and operate independently. The walkway that connects the two buildings is
constructed of steel beams and steel columns. Both buildings are one story tall and have cross gabled
roofs. The roof system shared by both buildings is a folded-plate design consisting of a major roof
aligned north-south and multiple minor roofs aligned east — west. The ceiling above the center hallway
in both buildings is framed with 2-foot by 6-foot joists spaced at 24 inches and covered with plywood.

Northern Spa Building

The northern spa building (Photo 3) is the part of the complex closest to the springs. It currently
provides restrooms and lockers for visitors. Additional facilities inside include massage rooms and an
unoccupied café space. The northern spa building is a one-story structure, 102 feet long. It contributes to
the overall hourglass shape of the spa buildings by widening toward the northern end, as it gets closer to
Warm Mineral Spring. The southern end of the northern spa building is 61 feet wide, while the north end
of the building widens to 77 feet. The long axis of the building is oriented generally north-south with
primary entrances on both the north and south fagades.

The exterior walls of the northern spa building are a combination of hollow glazed structural tile, glass
storefront systems, aluminum awning windows and aluminum framed fixed glass. The structural tile
units are nominally 4 inches wide, 5 inches tall and 12 inches long. They are laid in running bond. Two
colors of glazed exterior tile are used on the northern spa building; gray and blue-green. The colors are
used on alternating walls and some display an hourglass shape depicted in a contrasting tile color. The
hourglass shape is a simple artistic interpretation of the cross section of the adjoining springs, matching
the shape of the spa buildings overall.

The northern spa building can be entered from the north or south, with central corridor running through
it. The northern spring-facing facade (Photo 4) is accessible through an arched opening (formerly
square), which leads into the 10-foot-wide central corridor. There are additional north-facing entry doors
along the northern facade, leading into interior spaces, with the western door leading into a lounge and
the eastern door leading into a now-unused café space. These entrances feature paired, angled glass
storefronts. Adjoining the doorways on each side of the northern fagade are five, floor to ceiling, 55-inch
wide by 76-inch tall, fixed glass panels.

The eastern fagade of the northern spa building does not have any entrances to the building. Its northern
section consists of nine fixed glass panels measuring 36 inches wide by 76 inches tall with clerestory
windows above each. The glass-walled section was used as the spa’s café. In the southern section of this
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facade, tiled masonry walls take the place of the fixed glass panels. The masonry walls on this facade
feature the hourglass motif referencing the shape of the spring. Clerestory windows in the same size as
those above the fixed glass panels are placed above the masonry walls. With the clerestory windows
along the entire facade of the building, the building’s design encourages a consistent flow of light.
However, the design also distinguishes between public and private spaces. Just each of the five gable
ends that face east, there are two fixed panels of angled glass designed to completely infill the gable end.
Each of these glass panels is shaped like a right triangle, with the vertical sides of the triangles facing
each other at the gable point.

The southern facade of the northern spa building is also accessible through an arched opening (formerly
square) into the same 10-foot-wide central corridor. This entry is flanked by tiled masonry walls
extending 18 feet from the entry. Each has six, fixed, clerestory windows above that measure 3 feet by 2
feet. As described earlier, this facade is narrower than the northern fagade. On the eastern side of the
southern fagade is a doorway leading into a multi-use space.

The western fagcade (Photo 5) of the northern spa building, like the eastern one, is not an entry point for
the building. Like on the eastern fagade, its northern section consists of fixed glass panels, of which
there are nine. Each measures 36 inches wide by 76 inches tall with clerestory windows above each.

Like on the eastern fagade, the southern section of the facade features tiled masonry walls, again with
clerestory windows above each. The glass and masonry again highlight the public and private sections of
the building, with the glass walls accompanying the lounge. Under each of the gables along the roofline,
there are two fixed panels of angles triangular glass designed to completely infill the gable.

The northern spa building is subdivided into two sections, eastern and western, by a 10-foot-wide central
corridor (Photo 6). This corridor can be entered from the north and south through arched entryways.
This corridor has concrete floors and tiled masonry walls. Within the corridor, there is one entrance door
along the eastern wall, and three evenly-spaced ones along the western wall. The doors along the
western wall are evenly spaced. The northernmost door leads into the massage rooms, the center one
leads into the woman’s bathroom, and the southernmost one leads into a storage space. The one door on
the eastern wall leads into the men’s bathroom as well. The northern and southern doorways along the
western wall are of standard width and the central doorway openings into the respective bathrooms are
slightly oversized. A small opening, or serving window, is placed along the eastern wall’s northern
section, adjoining the café, allowing for visitors to order and receive meals without entering the interior
space. The corridor is not well-lit.
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Southern Spa Building

Like its neighbor to the north, the southern spa building (Photo 7) is also one-story in height. It is 62
feet long by 47 feet wide, combining with the northern spa building to form an overall hourglass shape.
The principal fagade on the south end of the building widens to 62 feet. The building is smaller than the
northern building, and the width distinction between its southern end and northern end is less
pronounced. The southern fagade, the main entrance to the complex, faces the parking lot and North San
Servando Avenue beyond. This building currently contains a meeting room, gift shop, office space,
storage and restrooms. As in the northern spa building, the southern spa building’s exterior walls are a
combination of hollow structural tile, glass storefront systems, aluminum awning windows and
aluminum framed fixed glass. The same two colors of exterior tile are used on it; gray and blue-green.
The colors are used on alternating walls and some display an hourglass shape meant to represent the
springs depicted in contrasting tile.

Much like the northern spa building, the southern spa building is primarily accessed through a central
corridor from the north and south. Also like its companion building, the southern spa building features
some exterior doors outside of the corridor leading into various public spaces. The southern fagade of
this building serves as its main entrance. While it was historically more visible from the parking lot, all
the points of ingress and egress have been preserved. A free-standing entry canopy has been placed in
front of the entrance, changing the appearance of the fagade but not significantly impacting the
architecture. The southern fagcade’s gable end is identical to the northern gable end of the northern spa
building. This fagade is comprised entirely of floor to ceiling fixed glass and two angled storefront
systems. A single, centered, gable end frames the three main points of entry, which includes a doorway
into the central corridor, a western entrance into the gift shop, and an eastern entrance into a meeting
room. Recently the opening to the central corridor was altered from its original square shape to an
arched entry. Currently, the only public access to the spa is through the gift shop entrance.

The eastern fagade (Photo 8) of the southern spa building follows the form of the side facades of the
northern building. At the southern end of the fagade are two fixed glass panels measuring 4.5 feet each
that are topped by three clerestory windows. The clear section reflects the distinction between public and
private space, with the entrance to the meeting room being visible, but the more private sections having
masonry walls. Moving northwards a 27-foot-long tiled wall is topped by clerestory windows measuring
3 feet wide and 2 feet tall. Adjoining this wall to the north is a 3-foot glass door and a 3-foot fixed glass
panel. Following is 12 feet more of tiled wall. Three gable ends infilled with glass, now painted, form
the roofline of this facade. The central bay of this fagade features the stylized hourglass shape meant to
represent the spring, identical to the motif used on the sides of the northern spa building.
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The northern fagade of the southern spa building matches the southern fagcade of the northern spa
building, though it is slightly wider. It provides an arched opening (formerly square) into the 10-foot-
wide central corridor running through the southern spa building. The entry is flanked by tiled masonry
walls extending 24 feet east and west from the point of entry. Each of these walls has eight fixed
clerestory windows above it in a row, which each measure 3 feet by 2 feet.

The western fagade of the southern spa building is very similar to the eastern fagade, matching its design
and layout down to the placement of fixed glass panels and masonry walls. The glass at the southern end
highlights the public gift shop, and the masonry sections cover up the private office section. At the very
northern end of this facade is a doorway leading into the northernmost room of the western side of the
building.

The design of the southern spa building’s central corridor generally mirrors that of the northern one. The
corridor has masonry tiled walls and a concrete floor. It has far fewer doorways than that of the northern
building, only having a doorway on each side at the very northern end of the corridor. The Warm
Mineral Springs gift shop is located in the western half of the building, with offices in the northwest
corner. A meeting room with a concrete floor and tile and glass walls is located in the eastern half of the
building.

Cyclorama

The Cyclorama (Photo 9) at Warm Mineral Springs is a round one-story building with no windows. It
has a small rectangular vestibule on the western side which originally served as an entrance. The round
section of the building is 4,750 square feet in size in total, with a perimeter of 225 feet and a diameter of
72 feet. Its walls are 15 feet tall. The building’s shape is reminiscent of Warm Mineral Springs from an
aerial view, and its perimeter length was chosen to match their estimated depth. The walls are currently
painted with murals of Florida nature scenes with a trompe 1’oeil effect. The images were painted on
after the end of the period of significance. In the historic period, the exterior was painted white. The roof
has a zigzag shape, consisting of 14 gables in total, which taper as they radiate from the center. Three
relief sculptures depicting a conquistador, a priest, and a Native American have been installed on the
exterior walls of the Cyclorama. This occurred after the period of significance. The reliefs had been
originally placed much closer to the spring, behind a fountain near the northern entrance to the northern
spa building. The vestibule has concrete block walls with clerestory windows to allow in light, as well as
a flat roof. An entrance directly into the Cyclorama is placed at the southeast of the round part of the
building.
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The interior (Photo 10) of the Cyclorama space is round, with a central control booth (Photo 11)
accessible via a set of stepped round platforms. The walls are painted with images (Photo 12) depicting
the life and adventures of Ponce de Leon, and are accompanied by ruinous dioramas. A concrete ramp
leads up from the entrance to the central booth, providing access to the viewing platforms. The
connection to the vestibule is currently blocked.

Decorative Concrete Mosaic

South of the southern entrance to the southern spa building is a decorative concrete panel (Photo 13)
measuring 12 feet by 12 feet. The mosaic is covered in 1 inch by 1 inch ceramic tiles depicting the state
of Florida in yellow, with text reading 1960 FLORIDA CENTENNIAL. The depiction of Florida is
surrounded by forest green-colored tiles. The mosaic, which served to highlight the entrance to the
attraction during the Quadricentennial, is a contributing resource to this nomination.

Ponce de Leon Plaque

Just to the north of the northern spa building is a small stone fountain containing a metallic 1950s plaque
(Photo 14) which has been attached to concrete base. This plaque, a contributing object, has been moved
from its original location, which was on a larger fountain located elsewhere on the property.
Nevertheless, the plaque was an important expression of the Warm Mineral Springs site’s pre-
Quadricentennial tourism history, and the information it contains was incorporated into the lore of
Warm Mineral Springs in the following decades, even as the buildings were replaced.

ALTERATIONS

Very few alterations have been made to the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex since the time of
their construction, in part because of the limited changes in use at the site over the decades. The
principal change in use occurred in 1960, a year after initial construction, when the Florida
Quadricentennial exhibits were closed and the spa buildings were converted into recreational facilities.
This conversion, while changing the ways in which the building would be used, left the majority of its
important architectural features intact. The conversion maintained the central corridor through the two
spa buildings, as well as the covered walkway connecting them. The Cyclorama continued to operate as
a tourist attraction unchanged, until 2000, when it was finally closed to the public, over four decades
after its original opening.

While the front facade of the southernmost spa building appears quite different to the eye, it is actually
architecturally unchanged. The addition of heavy landscaping and a free-standing entry change the
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appearance of the building without actually impacting its integrity. An accompanying entry canopy was
also placed at the northern facade of the northern spa building.

The most notable changes in the buildings are the result of deferred maintenance, with the buildings
having experienced some minor structural degradation in the decades of their disuse. In the spa
buildings, the clerestory windows between the interior corridor and central hallway have been sealed
and individual air conditioning units have been fit into some existing window openings in order to
facilitate comfort in the tropical Florida environment. All changes to the buildings are minor in nature
and are each reversible, allowing the buildings to retain their architectural significance and integrity.

INTEGRITY

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex retains integrity for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. They retain integrity of location and setting, being unmoved and maintaining their
relationship with and proximity to Warm Mineral Springs. Their surroundings have not changed
significantly. They also retain integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The spa buildings retain
their distinguishing architectural features; such as its clerestory windows and central corridor leading to
the springs, as well as the decorative tile walls on the interior and exterior. The cyclorama building has
not experienced significant design changes, but has had a trompe 1’oeil painted on the exterior and has
had three relief structures placed along its walls, moved from elsewhere on the site. The displays in the
Cyclorama are in poor condition, but retain nearly all of their original components and can be repaired.
The buildings also retain integrity of feeling and association, due to continuing their recreational use in a
parklike setting.
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SUMMARY

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex is significant at the state and local levels under Criterion
A in the area of Entertainment/Recreation and under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. The spa and
cyclorama are significant for their use as a site for the second phase of Florida’s Quadricentennial in
1959-1960, as well as the continued use of the buildings as a spa accompanying the Warm Mineral
Springs to the north in the following decades. It is also significant as an example of Sarasota School
modernist architecture designed by Jack West, with the buildings artistically representing the size,
shape, and depth of Warm Mineral Springs. The period of significance for the Warm Mineral Springs
Building Complex is from 1959-1960, the period in which the buildings were built, opened, and used as
the site for the second phase of the Florida Quadricentennial celebration.

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex contributes to the ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES
OF THE SARASOTA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE National Register of Historic Places Multiple
Property submission under The Influence of New Architects, 1953-1959 Historic Context and Property
Type F.5 - Miscellaneous Buildings.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

Warm Mineral Springs Tourism History

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex was constructed adjacent to a significant warm water
mineral spring, the only one of its kind in the state of Florida. Warm Mineral Springs itself was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1977. Located within the boundaries of North Port, Florida,
Warm Mineral Springs has long been embraced by its community as a valuable resource for drawing
tourism and attention to the Southwest Floridian city, especially following the 1940s, a period in which
Sarasota county experienced a population boom. During that decade, the population of Sarasota County,
increased by almost 80 percent, growing from 16,105 to 28,827.! While most of the county’s population
lived in its major cities along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, Sarasota and Venice, the population of
unincorporated areas ballooned as well.

The community which would eventually become North Port embraced Warm Mineral Springs from very
early on. In 1945, the property containing the springs was purchased by New York developers F. W.
Wagner and Nick Corbisello for $60,000. They intended to create a health resort on the property,
embracing the conventions which surrounded Florida springs developmen throughout the state. They

I Allen Morris, The Florida Handbook; Third edition, (Peninsular Publishing Co. Tallahassee, Florida, 1960).
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operated the springs as a spa starting in 1946, constructing a concrete block bathhouse northwest of the
springs which is still standing. In the mid-1950s, the Warm Mineral Springs property was purchased by
former B.F. Goodrich executive Frederick M. Daley, who planned to develop the site as a fully-fledged
health resort, as the centerpiece of a larger housing development.> Much of the efforts to develop the site
and its surroundings would arise from the efforts of Daley and his employees in the following decades.

During this period, the ownership of the springs actively
embraced legend-crafting as an advertising mechanism. Al
McFayden, who had previously worked as director of public
relations for Cypress Gardens in Winter Haven, found a way to
connect Warm Mineral Springs to the elemental roots of
Florida history. The springs had long been considered a
potential site for Ponce de Leon’s mythical Fountain of Youth,
and McFayden leaned into that claim.* A still-standing
fountain dating to the period before the Quadricentennial
buildings were erected features a plaque commemorating the
Fountain of Youth lore surrounding Warm Mineral Springs.
The plaque reads as follows:

According to authentic historical documents, this warm

salt spring is the fountain of youth vainly sought by

Ponce de Leon. His search for it led to the discovery of

Florida on Easter Sunday, 1513. Ponce de Leon first

heard of this spring from Indians and one Friar Ortiz,

while he was governor of Porto Rico. He made a

second voyage in 1521 in search of this spring. His

ships were anchored at Charlotte Harbor, a few miles

to the south. While on their way here, his party was . .

. . Figure 1: 1956 Advertising pamphlet for Warm
ambushed by hostile Indians and Ponce de Leon was Mineral Springs billing the site as the “Real
mortally wounded. He was carried back to his ship and  Fountain of Youth. The fountain on the bottom
died a short time later. It is now known that for half of the image represents an embrace of
centuries, first Indians and later white men journeyed Florida’s heritage of Spanish exploration. The

. . . . fountain and its plaque remain. Source: Florida
many miles in search of their health and wellbeing by vemory

2 Jonas E. Miller, “The Fountain of Youth: A Historical Research Treatise”, Pamphlet, c. 1955.
3 ‘New Owners Planning Warm Mineral Springs” Venice Gondolier, October 29, 1955, 2.
4 ‘New Head Named,” New Port Richey Press, August 18, 1960.
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bathing in and drinking these waters. After many
years of research studying documents and maps in this
country and abroad, Jonas Miller of Washington D.C.
was able to establish the above facts. He discovered
this spring as the original Fountain of Youth in
February 1942.°

With springs believed to have healing and recuperative
properties, branding Warm Mineral Springs as the mythical
Fountain of Youth was a canny advertising maneuver. The
site as it stood at the time did not feature any distinctive
architecture, with a few buildings, including a snack bar, an
entrance building, and bathrooms. The aesthetic of Warm
Mineral Springs was entirely focused on a legendary
interpretation of the site’s history, as well as the beauty of its
natural surroundings. The site design tapped into the
interactions of conquistadors and Native Americans, and
tropical Floridian flora.

The developers of Warm Mineral Springs aimed to turn its
surrounding community into a viable tourism destination. In
1958, during the nationwide motel boom, Alice Wheeler,
daughter of Frederick M. Daley, oversaw the construction of
a motel along the highway only a mile south of Warm
Mineral Springs. She and her husband George hired Victor
Lundy, a prominent architect of the Sarasota School. Lundy’s
design aimed to reference the Fountain of Youth legends of
the nearby spring. Lundy said in 1958 that he was

searching for a form that would somehow symbolize
the thought of the “Fountain of Youth” by a plastic
flowing shape, that would also echo the organic
growing shape of a tree. The answer came in the
adoption of a structural system based on using precast

Figure 2: 1955 photographs of Warm Mineral
Springs’ pre-Quadricentennial tourist attraction.
These images, taken by commercial photographer
Joseph Janney Steinmetz, show a site designed to
embrace Florida’s Ponce de Leon legend.The
reliefs in the second image are now placed on the
outside of the Cyclorama building. Source: Florida
Memory

5 “Fountain of Youth at the Warm Mineral Springs attraction in North Port, Florida,” Floridamemory.com,
https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/251425, Accessed April 22, 2019.
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concrete hyperbolic paraboloids, 14-15 foot square (from basic motel unit width-
requirement, plus necessary overlap) in two heights arranged in a U-shaped plan (the
remaining wing will be added shortly). Three of the so called shells were lifted up on
higher columns of varying height to form the sign of the motel, as a free-standing piece
of sculpture.®

Lundy’s building was highly-regarded, and was selected by the American Institute of Architects to win a
Special Award in the year of its construction. The motel’s design as a reference to the natural
environment, providing a modernist interpretation of historical and cultural themes, have given it
significance. The Warm Mineral Springs Motel was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
20127

The City of North Port was incorporated in June of 1959 with the name North Port Charlotte. Its
original extent was five and one-half square miles in size. It was initially incorporated by employees of
the General Development Corporation, a large land development company which operated throughout
South and Central Florida. The employees of the General Development Corporation quickly established
residency in the area they named North Port Charlotte in order to establish and rapidly expand the new
community. North Port Charlotte quickly annexed surrounding company-owned land, growing to more
than 100 square miles. North Port Charlotte is an example of the development boom of the 1950s, as
many new communities sprouted throughout formerly undeveloped land in Florida. In 1974, North Port
Charlotte changed its name to North Port to disassociate its identity from that of the nearby city to the
southeast.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex is significant under Criterion A at the state level in the
area of Entertainment/Recreation as a surviving resource from the commemoration of the Florida
Quadricentennial, with events at the Warm Mineral Springs site lasting from 1959-1960. Built as
support structures for Warm Mineral Springs, a National Register-listed sinkhole and long-time tourist
attraction, the Warm Mineral Building Complex buildings reflect a modernist version of the traditional
recuperative spring experience, which was an important and prolific trend throughout Florida’s 19" and
20" century history.

6 “Our History,” Warmmineralspringsmotel.com http://www.warmmineralspringsmotel.com/ourhistory.html, Accessed April
23,2019.
7 Patty Jo Rice and Carl Shiver, Warm Mineral Springs Motel National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 2012.
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The Florida state government, in the 1950s, began planning a celebration of 400™ anniversary of the first
European colonization of the state of Florida. They planned the framework for a multi-year event, which
would be bookended by the anniversaries of the founding of Pensacola and St. Augustine. Pensacola
was first settled by the Spanish from 1559-1561, and St. Augustine was founded in 1565. The plan, put
into motion by the Florida Cabinet and administered by the nonprofit Florida Quadricentennial
Commission, was to run a series of events between 1959 and 1965, drawing attention to various
communities and points of interest within the state, highlighting not only Florida’s past and origins, but
also its midcentury identity and industry. Virginia had recently celebrated the 350" anniversary of the
founding of its Jamestown settlement, which had been a financial success, drawing over a million
visitors to the state, and Florida wanted to take advantage of its own colonial history. Across the six
years of the event as planned, the Quadricentennial was expected to attract 3.5 million visitors to various
sections of the state.®

Pensacola’s Quadricentennial opened up the planned Quadricentennial era with a whimper. The event,
which lasted from May through September of 1959, involved considerable expense, with $1 million
public and private dollars spent organizing the celebration. The Quadricentennial event featured an
embrace of Florida’s history, with a reconstructed 18™-century Spanish village being its centerpiece.
Visitor numbers did not meet the lofty expectations, and the future of the Quadricentennial as a
statewide phenomenon was called into question. '

9

While the Quadricentennial was ongoing, the owners of Warm Mineral Springs sought to take advantage
of its Fountain of Youth branding to turn it into the second site of the event. Al McFayden used the
Ponce de Leon narrative as a lobbying tool to the Quadricentennial Commission. McFayden was
successful, and by July of 1959, the Comission settled on Warm Mineral Springs as the second
Quadricentennial location.!!

The infrastructure available at the Warm Mineral Springs site was not suitable for hosting an event
expected to run for four months and draw hundreds of thousands of visitors. The planners of the event
intended to construct what they called a “little world’s fair,” with costs settling around $500,000, and
being funded entirely privately by the park owners.!? The owners of Warm Mineral Springs did not

8 The All Florida Weekly Magazine. 1959. "Brought to Life...400 Years of Pensacola's Past." The All
Florida Weekly Magazine, May 10: 8,9 and 12.

 The All Florida Weekly Magazine. 1959. "Brought to Life...400 Years of Pensacola's Past." The All
Florida Weekly Magazine, May 10: 8,9 and 12.

19 Frank Kaner and Jacquelyn Wilson. 2012. "Quadricentennial Spanish Village." Pensacola History
[lustrated: A Journal of Pensacola 18-23.

' Venice Area Chamber of Commerce Inc. 1959. "2nd Phase of Quadri Here." News Bulletin, June.
12 "Quadricentennial Set for South County Spa." Sarasota Herald-Tribune, November 15. 1959.
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expect to make a massive profit from the event, seeking instead to use the Quadricentennial as a way to
embed the park in the public consciousness of Floridians and Americans more generally as a tourism
destination.'?

The owners of Warm Mineral Springs had
committed the site to be used for the
Quadricentennial festivities in mid-1959,
and had to construct infrastructure for the
event by the end of the year. Jack West was
quickly hired as an architect to design a
building which would serve Warm Mineral
Springs’ needs for the Quadricentennial
celebration, but which could also be
converted into usable space for their normal
operation as a health resort. Jack West’s
design, which referenced the springs’ size
and shape, was then built by the engineering
firm of Smally, Wellford, and Nalven,
completed after only 100 days.!*

Figure 3: Opening festivities for the Florida Quadricentennial at
Warm Mineral Springs on December 14, 1959. The Cyclorama is
visible in the background. Source: Florida Memory

Warm Mineral Springs’ new buildings

opened with the Quadricentennial celebration on Sunday, December 14, 1959. Its opening ceremonies
were attended by 14,000 people. The event embraced Florida’s past and present, paying tribute to the
history of Spanish conquest, as well as its Native American history and culture. Representatives of the
Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus were present, providing the tacit support of a driving force
in Sarasota County history. '

The exhibits at Warm Mineral Springs during the Quadricentennial, much like everything else
surrounding the event, tied together past and present. The two spa buildings hosted exhibits, with
sections on tourism, industry, and agriculture. Many of Florida’s largest corporations and cultural forces
were involved in the event, with exhibits including ones on the St. Regis Paper Company, Florida
Flower Association, Florida Citrus Commission, Florida Sugar Corporation, Fruit and Vegetable
Association, and Tampa cigar makers. Local tourist attractions, including Jungle Gardens, Ringling

13 "Easy History Lesson Seen in State Show." The Venice Gondolier, August 13, 1959.
14 Edelson, Irv, “Thousands Attend ‘Quadri’ Opening” Sarasota Journal, December 1959, 13,14
15 Edelson, Irv, “Thousands Attend ‘Quadri’ Opening” Sarasota Journal, December 1959, 13,14
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Museum, and Silver Springs were represented, as were a host of Southwest and Central Florida’s
Chambers of Commerce.'®

Other parts of the Quadricentennial were less concerned with supporting present-day Florida businesses
and attractions, and more with its history. The Cyclorama, designed by Jack West as part of the
permanent standing structures at the park, was a
cylindrical building containing an exhibit
depicting a rendition of Ponce de Leon’s hunt
for the Fountain of Youth, a tale closely
associated with popular perception of the Warm
Mineral Springs site. Cycloramas, intended to
be immersive depictions of fantastic events,
were popular primarily in the 19" century. The
Warm Mineral Springs Cyclorama attempted to
imbue its presentation with a technical flourish.
The interior walls of the building were painted
with scenes related to the life and journeys of
Ponce de Leon, and were accompanied by
dioramas bringing the events to life. The S e

Cyclorama was designed with a 20-minute long Figure 4: The Seminole Village at the Quadricentennial at Warm
narration in mind, in which aspects of the Mineral Springs. Source: Florida Memory

presentation would be highlighted with

lighting.!”

Three elements associated with the Quadricentennial festivities were intended to be temporary, and have
since been lost. The first was the Spanish Pavilion, which featured a 41-panel mural depicting the broad
arcs of Florida’s history measuring 300 feet long.!® Seminole Chief Billy Osceola led the construction of
a grouping of chickee huts representing a Seminole Indian village to the west of the Jack West buildings.
During the event, two dozen Seminoles lived at Warm Mineral Springs and gave demonstrations of

16 "Fla. History in Exhbition at Venice." Bradenton Herald, December 9, 1959.

17 Sam Delao, "Roustabout Who Does Art on GI Bill Does Quad Murals." The Venice Gondolier,
December 30: 9-10, 1959.

18 "Fla. History Comes Alive at 'Quadri'." Sarasota Journal, February 25, 1960: 17.
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Seminole arts and activities. Finally, a floating concrete pool
was installed in the springs themselves as a site for the
showing of water ballet shows, four times a day.'”

Attendance at the Warm Mineral Springs Quadricentennial
followed the suit of its Pensacola predecessor. Attendance
dropped over time and the organizers had to lower ticket
prices to try and draw in more visitors. The event ended on
March 15, 1960, after three months in operation. Frederick M.
Daley, owner of Warm Mineral Springs, attributed the low
attendance to road construction on U.S. 41 and poor
weather.?

A month after the Quadricentennial ended, Warm Mineral
Springs reopened in a reconfigured form. The Cyclorama
became an educational and entertainment side activity at a
spring-focused site. The spa buildings had the exhibits
removed, and it was converted into its intended long-term use,
as a gift shop, bathhouse, restaurant, and office space
accompanying a popular natural spring.

Figure 5: A 1960s advertisement featuring the post-
Quadricentennial Warm Mineral Springs. Note how
its design and terminology matches that of the 1950s
advertisement (Figure 1), while embracing Jack
West’s Sarasota School architecture. Source: Venice
Museum and Archives

19 W. Earl Aumann. "Colorful Parade, Ceremony Open 2nd Phase of Florida Quadricentennial Here." The Venice Gondolier,

December 17, 1959: 10, 23.

20 “Quadri' to Close Exhibitions Today,” Sarasota Journal, March 15, 1960: 5.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex is eligible at the local level under Criterion C in the area
of Architecture as a significant example of the Sarasota School of Architecture as applied to a tourism-
based building. It contributes to the ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES OF THE SARASOTA
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property submission
under The Influence of New Architects, 1953-1959 Historic Context and Property Type F.5 -
Miscellaneous Buildings.

Sarasota School buildings are designed to complement their surroundings, and the Warm Mineral
Springs Building Complex certainly exhibits that trait. The buildings, in their size and shape, reflect and
honor Warm Mineral Springs’ size and shape. The buildings feature a repeating masonry motif
referencing the underwater proportions of the springs. The buildings also heavily utilize wood and glass,
key materials for the Sarasota School. Much like the nearby Warm Mineral Springs Motel, a National-
Register listed property, the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex represents a Modernist
representation of a significant natural site, using the tenets of the Sarasota School of Architecture to
express an aesthetic and cultural connection to a locally meaningful resource. The Warm Mineral
Springs Building Complex is a very significant Sarasota County architectural site.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex begins at the western junction of San
Servando Avenue and the rotunda entrance to Warm Mineral Springs. It then runs northeast to 20 feet
west of the northwest corner of the Northern Spa Building. The boundary then runs east to 20 feet east
of the northeast corner of the Northern Spa Building. It then runs southeast to the eastern end of San
Servando Avenue. The boundary then runs west and connects with its southwest corner.

Boundary Justification

This boundary consists of all resources associated with the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex.
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the
sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered in the order they are referenced in the manuscript, and
that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.

Property Name: =~ Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex

City or Vicinity: ~ North Port County:  Sarasota State: FL
Photographer: Ruben Acosta Date Photographed: April 7, 2019

Description of photograph(s) and number, including description of view indicating direction of
camera:

Warm Mineral Springs, facing northeast

Walkway between Spa Buildings, facing north

Northern Spa Building, facing west

Northern Fagade of Northern Spa Building, facing southwest

Western Facade of Northern Spa Building, facing southwest

Central Corridor of Northern Spa Building, facing north

Southern Entrance to Southern Spa Building, facing north

Eastern Fagade of Southern Spa Building, facing west

9. Cyclorama, facing south

10. Cyclorama Interior, facing west

11. Cyclorama Control Booth, facing east

12. Cyclorama Diorama, facing north

13. Concrete Quadricentennial Mosaic, facing north (Photo taken by Lorrie Muldowney on
December 3, 2018)

14. Ponce de Leon Plaque, facing north

XN DE LD =



f

TO SPRING

V& b
{Loum $”7

MASSAGE )
ROOMS ——

( '"r\r )

1

)
{ )
\ < h
) é (
- )

*2

é GROUND FLOOR PLAN

“ 1u = 30-_0n

|
@ PHOTO KEY e




















































National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.











































































Sarasota County Historical Resources
6062 Porter Way, Sarasota, FL 34232

6/10/2019

To: Ruben A. Acosta
Survey and Registration Supervisor
Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation
Division of Historical Resources, Florida Department of State
500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399

Re:  Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex NRHP nomination.

Dear Mr. Acosta,

Thank you for forwarding to our office the proposed National Register of Historic Places
nomination for the Warm Mineral Springs Building Complex located in North Port, Sarasota
County. Under our Certified Local Government agreement, the Sarasota County Historic
Preservation Board reviewed the proposed nomination at its dully advertised public meeting of
May 28, 2019. The Board unanimously recommended that the proposed Warm Mineral Springs
Building Complex be added to the National Register of Historic Places.

Please let us know if we can be of further assistance on this matter.

Jorge Danta Spector
Sarasota County Historic Preservation Specialist



Historic Preservation Board Meeting Minutes
May 28, 2019, 4:30 p.m.
Sarasota County Administration Building

Conference Room AB, Second Floor
1660 Ringling Boulevard, Sarasota, Florida

Members Present: Tony Souza, Mimi Cirbusova, Jesse Balaity, Garret Murto, James Piatchuk

Staff Present: Robert Bendus, Manager, Sarasota County Historical Resources, Jorge Danta Spector,
Preservation Specialist, Sarasota County Libraries & Historical Resources, Dorothy Dekmar, Sarasota County
Libraries & Historical Resources, David Pearce and Christine Messier, Sarasota County Assistant County
Attorney’s

Public Present: Lorrie Muldowney, Ramsey Frangie Contractor

L

IL.

III.

Iv.

Call to order and Roll Call: Tony Souza called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. Dorothy Dekmar took roll.

Approval of Minutes: The February 26", 2019 meeting minutes were approved as presented.

Board Action Item: National Register of Historic Places nomination of the Warm Mineral Springs Building
Complex was presented by Mr. Jorge Danta Spector. Information packet was passed out for the board to review.
Author of the proposed nomination Lorrie, Muldowney, spoke about the building complex designed by architect
Jack West and completed in 1959. Ms. Mimi Cirbusova made the motion to recommend that the building be
added to the National Register and Mr. Jesse Balaity seconded. The vote passed unanimously. Mr. Danta
Spector stated that the staff would prepare a letter of support from the board to be forwarded to the State
Historic Preservation Office.

Discussion Items:

7208 Point of Rocks:

The representatives of the owners, Lorry Muldowney and Ramsey Frangie, spoke on behalf of the owners.
They presented some historical background on the property and the current and proposed rehabilitation.
Ms. Muldowney spoke about the post-WWII period of significance and how she believed that this period
represented the most important period of significance for the property. Mr. Frangie spoke about the
alterations that had taken place on the building, such as the replacement of French doors and the impending
installation of a metal roof, which is currently permitted and ready to commence. He also spoke about the
need to replace the original steel casement windows. Mr. Garret Murto mentioned that because of its location
along the coast, the replacement of the windows would be acceptable to make this building more resilient. Mr.
Balaity stated that the significance of the building needed to be better explained and developed. He stated that
he was skeptical to accept that the presence of a car-port on the building made this building exemplary of post-
WWII development. He asked Ms. Muldowney to focus her arguments on a more contextual approach to the
site, Point of Rocks, and the building itself. Mr. Souza stated that he agreed with the proposed alterations,



specifically the installation of a metal roof and the replacement of the original windows. He stated that the
Board would have approved those alterations had they come to them for a COA review.

Board member James Piatchuk spoke on current Historic Preservation news articles, such as the rebuilding of
the Glasgow School of Art, Notre Dame Cathedral, an Burns Court. Mr. Tony Souza discussed the possibility of
a future locally designated historic district in Sarasota’s downtown.

V. Staff Items: County Attorney David Pearce introduced his replacement on the Historic Preservation Board.
Christine Messier will be the boards new legal advisor. Ms. Messier has been on staff for about three years. Mr.
Bendus will work with Ms. Messier to bring her up to speed with the Chapter 66 information and the
Guptil House.

James Piatchuk shared with the board that he has his family’s original aerials from the 1950’s of Point of Rocks
and would be happy to share them. The parcel was empty in 1926. In 1948 the areal shows a structure on the
parcel. Mr. Danta Spector will share the copies with Ms. Muldowney.

VII. Future Meetings: Next meeting June 25, 2019 at the Administration Center

VIII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

Tony Souza, Board Chair Dorothy Dekmar, Recording Secretary

Date of Acceptance:
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