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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Witter house is a solidly built Georgian mansion. It is a .
‘rectangular building with end chimeys and characteristic center hallway
plan, A small ell projects from the back of the house, Hxternally
the appearance of the imposing if not formidable. The Poof is 2 monita

with small windows in it and it tops a large cornice with Mmodillions.
_There are four tall chimeys. The horizontal mass of the facade is
relieved by five vertical accénts provided by the orderly arrangement

of five shuttered windows on the second floor with four windows and

a central door on the first. The windows are twelve over twelves with
much of the .original glass in place. The door has a fanlight overhead
and a rched sideligHtS,” The semi-cirvcular shape of theé fanlight is
repeated over every window.of. the house by a wooden fan with the pattern
of a sunburst set into a niche in the brick wall. These semi-circular
motifs together with the fanlight of the main entrance and 2 large
semi-circular niche with a wooden fan gver the side door help create
a pleasing and unified design as well and interesting textural relief from
the flat surface of the brick walls. : :

+

Inside, each of seven fireplaces had & differently designed mantel.
The two front rooms have free-standing columns. The moldings about the.
paneled doors and windows are formal, but not elaborate. The flooring
of the front rooms is of large, wide boards of American larch.

Solidly built in the late Georgian manner, yet reminiscent of
fifty or more years earlier in details, the house is well-preserved.
Framing, partitions, window panes (75%5, even furniture, are original
to the house.
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STATEMENT OF -SI'GNIF'ICANCE

The house was built in 1820 - 21 by the first Dr. Orin Witter
when he was just starting his practice. The name of the aréhitect
is not known. The next year (1822) the town of Chaplin was incor-
porated. Dr. Witter was the first Town Clerk., The house remained
in the Witter fapily until 1960. Until then it was occupied prim-
arily by doctors, e.g. Dr. Orin Witter II, and Dr. Orin Witter III.
In 1960 it was purchased by ancther doctor, the present owner Brae
Rafferty. Thus the Witter house has curiously remained a "Doctors
House", :

The primary significance of the house is architectural. It
is a superb example of Georgian architecture--pleasingly designed,
well-preserved, and practically unalterad. The house has a monis

Lor roof used in much earlier houses and peculiar to New England.

That construction began probably as a kind of hipped gambrel, then
a vertical board wasS added to tighfen the two pitches and eventually
raised a foot or more, Little windows in the monitor roof are

found; il the Witter house and this 1s an unusual feature.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Presetrvation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
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