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1. Name of Property

. Li ncol n-Sunset Historic District
historic name.

other names/site number. Millionaires’ Ron

2. Location
Various addresses on-Lincoln and Sunset
dregt & numba Avenues and Amity Street _NitB not for publication
Gty artoan  Amherst N/& vicinity
A MA A Hampshire 015 01002
sae M assachusetts oode county psh ode Zp code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination

Q request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
K meets « does not meet'the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally < statewide IS locally. ( * See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

2.

.ve Director
Historic Preservation Officer

ature of certifying official/Title J uditltjB. ) Mc_DonougIt)ate
(Mapsachusetts Historical Commssion, State

Stafe of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. ( * See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. NationpKPark Service Certification
hereby o”ify tihet the property Is: Date of Action
H”entered in the National Register.
¢ See continuation sheet.
n determined eligible for the
National Register
D See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.
¢ removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain:)
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

(Check only one box)

W private  building(s)

e public-local ffi district

e public-State e site

e public-Federal e structure
e object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTI G single dwelling.

secondary structure
AR ALTURE agricultural field storage

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

M D 19th CENTURY: @ eek Revi val
LATEM CTCR AN [talianate

LATE 19t h & 20t h CANTURY
FREM VALS Col oni al Revi val

Narrative Description

Hampshire County, MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
52 19 . buildings
. sites
. structures
. objects
52 19 . Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTI C single dwelling,
secondary structure

Materia s

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite; BRICK

walls WOOD: BRICK:

SYNTHEN CS vi nyl
roof. STONE: slate; ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history. e

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

® B removed from its original location.

e C a birthplace or grave.

« Da cemetery.

« E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

« Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Hanpshi re County, M\

County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
rOMMINTTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

1751-1930

Significant Dates'

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Putnam, Karl

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
[3 State Historic Preservation Office

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

« preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

« previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University

Other

Name of repository: . o
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion



Lincoln-Sunset Historic District Hampshire County, MA

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property A-1.8 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1M 1710, 3|7,2, Q] 14,69"790q 3LAA [7]0]3|8-2,0] \aay\am 8| 2, 0|
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2[113 17]143]7,80 I~ ~9n"r~r"rq 11,8 |7|0|3]9|2|0| !"6]9,3]9,0, O

See continuation sheet

Verisal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
" Lihdai raye, M~tg~rfit Htpltr, Grfeg Farmer and BortAi6 ParsortS, SShiot PlahttSi?,
nameftitle Pioneer Valley Planning Commission with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion iy Decamba 1992
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8770
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. . e
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Various
street & number. telephone.

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DBSCR PTI QW

The Lincoln-Sunset Historic District, Amherst, i sa two-street residential

nei ghborhood on a westerly sloping hill located two blocks west of Anherst
Center. The district i slocated ontheflat alluvial plain of the Connecticut
River Valley at thefoot of theHolyoke Range. The district contains
seventy-one buildings, predom nantly houses with garages or barns t ot herear
of theproperty. The streetscape, with broad |awns and mature deciduous trees
arching over theroad, reflects an orderly pattern of devel opnment. Houses are
oriented toward thestreet and several have large side yards t othe south.

The district includes a dense concentration of well-preserved, large-scale
residences dating primarily from t he 1870s t o 1930s.

This group of architect- and builder-designed houses reflects thesocial and
econonmi ¢ status of Amherst's nost successful nmerchants and professionals, as
wel | as some academi cians, during thelate 19th and early 20th centuries.
During this period, theprosperity of local factoriesand businesses, and t he
expansi on of Anmherst College and t he Massachusetts Agricultural College
(University of Massachusetts at Amherst), contributed tothedevel opnent of
the nomi nated area, one of Anmherst's first planned neighborhoods, known
colloquially as "Millionaire's Row"

The Col onial Period (1751-1775)

During theColonial Period, construction onAmty Street, a colonial highway
connecting Amherst and Hadl ey, was sparse. |t included thebuilding of the
Si meon Strong House (1752), east of thedistrict and theClark House (ca.
1751), which was noved toa site west of thedistrict i nthe mddle of the
19th century.

The only extant Georgian house within thedistrict i sthe Solonon Boltwood
House, 243 Amity Street (1751, M #155). This side-gabled, five-bay,
post-medi eval house was constructed by 1751 after an Initial fire i n1750. | t
features a garrison overhang, a third-story stepped gable, and a salthbox
profile. The windows, placed tight tothecornice line, and the | ow
foundation line arestrong visual evidence for theearly construction date.
Fam |y records and letters i ntheJones Library Special Collection
substantiate thel18th century date. The house was noved slightly tothewest
in 1836, tomnmake roomfor theJones House.

Wlliam Boltwood, a farmer and t hebuilder, sold t hehouse tohis brother, Lt.
Sol orron Bol twood | n1760. Boltwood sold t o Mbses Dickinson. The absence of
either deeds or probate records for this transaction suggests the property
passed from Boltwood t o Dickinson through marriage or other kinship links.

(continued)
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The Federal Period (1775-1830)

The only Federal-style house i nthedistrict i slocated at 41 Lincoln Street.
This five-bay, two-and-a-half story buildingsits ona granite foundation and
has an attached nodern garage. Although thebuildingdates toca. 1790, it
has only been at itscurrent locationsince ca. 1940. |t i shbhelievedthe

buil ding was nmoved sonetinme between 1930 and 1955 as a result of the flooding
of the Quabbin Reservoir.

Three Greek Revival houses were built during this period andareclusteredi n
the south half of thedistrict.

A high style Greek Revival-style buildingi stheReverend Allen House, 50
Lincoln Avenue (MHC #277), which was constructed ca. 1820. According to a
deed, t heparcel onwhich this house i ssited belonged t othebrothers Justus
and Judah Clark i n1827. By 1873t heproperty, through marriage, becane the
hone of Reverend Allen, thepastor of Grace Episcopal Church. Two stories i n
hei ght beneath a hipped roof, thecenter entrance house i sthree bays w de and
has a flushboard exterior, framed by quoins ont heeast facade. Unusual for
G eek Revival-style architecturein Arherst i stheentry porticowith a hipped
roof supported by Doric colums. On thesouth elevationis a polygonal,
two-story bay with a pair of arched wi ndows, which was probably added during
the Italianate period of the 1850s. h thenorth i sa brick Neo-Col oni al
addition of the20th century. Acircular drive leading t otheentrance appears
on thel1l873 nap and has been retained t ot hepresent. The wide side yard and
long back | ot further enhance thesite. A small barn with three wings, to the
rear of theproperty, has been converted t oa garage and storage.

The Reverend R B. Hubbard House, 76 Lincoln Avenue, (ca. 1826, MHC #274),1i s
set ona large parcel which also belonged t oJustus and Judah Clark i n 1827.
In 1869, i twas thehome of R B Hubbard, who may have acquired the property
through marriage or other kinship links as Simeon Clark's first wife was Lucy
Hubbard (Simeon Clark was t hefather of Justus and Judah) and Asahel Clark (an
uncle of Justus and Judah) was married t olrena Hubbard. Hubbard was a
minister who conducted a boy's school in Arherst between 1855 and 1898. This
side-gable, five-bay residence has a flushboard facade and full-width front
porch ornamented with dentils, trlglyphs, and metopes and supported by siXx

el egantly fluted colums.

Unusual decorative cresting at theentrance and on t hew ndow nmol di ngs suggest
the "wel com ng pineapple" motif. Typically Greek Revival arethe full-length,
first-floor windows and t hefront entrance flanked by full-length sidelights.
A three-sided bay on thesouth i sa later addition, as i sa rear additionon
brick foundations. A noncontributing 20th century garage i salso on the
parcel .

(continued)
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The Greek Revival house at 219 Amty Street, known as the Jones/Field House,
(MC #158), wasbuilt in 1839 by Robert Cutler, alocal carpenter. Thiswas
one of the first homes i nthe district erected for Thonas Jones, a wealthy
19th century entrepreneur. Jones, from Enfield, Connecticut, noved to Anherst
to beassociated with his father inaNorth Arherst textile mll. He
purchased the Boltwood homesite, onthe west comer of Amty Street and
Lincoln Avenue, and noved the house slightly to the west. Qnthe vacated site
Jones contracted with Robert Cutler on April 26, 1839, to construct a dwelling
house (MHC#158) 42' X 38', two stories high, to bedone in asgood style as
the house of M. Luke Sweetser, with the shuttersto seven wi ndows bel ow and
In every respect aswell finished asthe house built for M. Sweetser."

The house has a gable roof with full returns that form pedinments.

Two- and-a-hal f stories inheight, i thas athree-bay, flushboard facade
simlar to the other Greek Revival style homes inthe district. [Itscenter
entrance has a bal ustraded portico onDoric colums. A 20th century garage i s
located to the northeast of the | ot.

Ms. Mary Jones, w dow of Thomas Jones, wasactive incivic and religious
affairs. Ms. Jones maintained close ties to the Episcopal Reverend Bishop
Huntington of Hadley and in 1864, a group of Amherst nenmet at her Amty
Street residence and organized the Grace Episcopal Church of Anmherst. Eugene
Field, 19th century author and nephew of Ms. Jones, boarded with his aunt
from 1856- 1865.

The only Gothic Revival house inthe district is the HiramJohnson House at
232 Amity Street (ca. 1830, MHC #157). | twas built by H ram Johnson, a brick
nmason, onland that wasfomerly part of the Reverend David Parsons' farm I t
is very simlar to the Charles F. Field House, |ocated outside the district at
227 South Pleasant Street (MHC#359). Both houses are Gothic Revival, brick,
modestly scaled dwellings built with wi ndow crowns of |ancet-shaped wooden

[ ouvered fans of very similar design. A-central pavilion projects between two
wi ngs that had a dormer and shed roof bay added in the 1920s.

The Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

As the central business district in Arherst grew |larger in response to the
arrival of the railroad, the thriving hat factories, and paper mills (i nNorth
Amherst City), the residential core of town expanded i n size aswell. North
and South Prospect Streets were nolonger sufficient to contain residential
growth and four Italianate buildings went upin the Lincoln-Sunset district.

The Ithamar F. Conkey House, 24 LincolnAvenue (MHC#278), the earliest
Italianate house, was constructed ca. 1850. |. F. Conkey practiced law i n
Amherst from 1844 to 1875. His office wasin the Cook's Block on Min
Street. He sold the house to Charles Adanms who, with his brother John S

(continued)
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Adans published t he New England Inquirer (which was modified i n1844 t o t he
pro-railroad Hanpshire and FranklinExpress). | ntheearly 20th century, the
house was sold t o Judge John Dickinson.

Set well back from theroad, this large residence, with a strong vertical
enphasi s comprised of three receding blocks and a square tower with arched

wi ndows, i sthenost high style of theltalianate houses on Lincoln and Sunset
Avenues. The primary three-story block contains an entrance with a elliptical
arched transomand full sidelights. Q1 thesecond story, above t he entrance,
is an arched w ndow with hooded molding. A polygonal bay on theentry facade
features windows that repeat theentrance arch. Long, full-length w ndows
throughout allow theinterior tobe flooded with light. The secondary blocks
project totheeast and recede tothewest. A rear ell was a later addition.
Italianate ornament on this residence includes eave-line brackets, paired
comer brackets, and graceful foliate grates i nthew de com ce. A one-story
porch supported on slender columms adds picturesque volune t ot he house.

A carefully landscaped | ot slopes away from t hehouse and term nates i n a
grove of redmaples, birch, and evergreen trees. A two-story 20th century
garage totherear of thel ot i s noncontributing.

The Charles Deuel House, 154 Lincoln Avenue (MHC #162), was built ca. 1870.
Deuel owned t he apothecary i nPhoenix Row on nearby Main Street, had
previously lived on North Prospect Street, and was one of the earliest

mer chants t o nake t henove t oLincoln Avenue. The house i sa nodest, L-plan
villa-style Italianate residence. The cubic blocks of thebuilding are topped
with a | owhipped roof with widely overhanging eaves supported on curved
brackets. The cornice vents areelegant, floral grates.

h Sunset Avenue, theDr. Leach House (1872, MHC #147), i sanother i n the
group of villa-style Italianate residences. Dr. Leach was a dentist with an
office i nthecenter of Anrherst. The house, with a | owhipped roof and a
brick foundation, i ssited on a terrace with a deep setback. The housei s
oriented tothesouth although t hewest elevationi snore visually prom nent
from thestreet. The three-bay facade has full-length first-story w ndows and
a simple central entrance surround.

The Noah Lee House, 219 Lincoln Avenue (ca.l 870, MC #175), i sa small, late
Italianate house with a hipped roof, and three-bay side hall plan, and i s

related i nscale and plan tothecCharles Deuel House described above. |t was
the home of another successful businessman, Noah Lee of t helLee and Phillips

Conpany. The firm made and serviced hot water boilers, stoves, and tin
plumbing i n1889. The facade shows evidence of a one-bay addition on thenorth
side. Large projecting brackets arepaired on exterior comers. The front
porch contains paired brackets, square porch supports, and a geometric

bal ustrade.

(continued)
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A nodest Italianate house located to the rear of the Bangs House at 155

Lincoln Avenue (ML #922) may have been noved to the site ca. 1915. I n 1910,
Bangs was taxed just for a house and a barn, but in 1930 his assets included
two houses and no additional land. A side-hall, gable-entry house on a brick

foundation, i thas a three-bay facade with a gable oculus. Mbdest brackets
are widely spaced beneath the eaves and a two-story, rectangular bay allows
sunlight to enter the south elevation. A full-width front porch runs across
the facade.

The only Second Enpire style residence inthe district islocated at 179
Lincoln. Built ca. 1860, i tfeatures a brick foundation and mansard roof.
The L-plan building features asymmetrical fenestration, a one-story, polygonal
bay on the primary block, and a similar bay on the south elevation.
Decorative vertical siding in the gables includes a pierced detail, and
ornamental shingles belowthe vertical boards, add visual interest to the
surface of the house. The recessed secondary block contains the side-hall
entry with double leaf doors, which have | arge panes of fixed glass.

The Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

The period of greatest constructionin the Lincoln-Sunset district was from
1870 to 1915. | t was during these years that approximately twenty-two houses
were built. Many of these homes were built on land sold by the real estate
devel opnent firm of Westcott, Westcott and Stockbridge. They subdivided the
land into nmore than thirty-two building lots, and many of the deeds were
conveyed with restrictions. Their insistence upon a consistent streetscapeis
one of the first exanples of neighborhood planning i n Arherst.

The Lincoln-Sunset area was considered a desirablelocation due toits
proximty to the business and civic activities inthe town center of Anmherst,
as well as the lovely views to the west. Merchants and professionals
purchased the lots and constructed | arge-scal e homes. Sonme Amherst Col | ege
professors settled on the south end of Lincoln Avenue, close to the Anherst
Col l ege canpus. As the Massachusetts Agricultural College expanded, sone of
its professors built large homes anong the hones of the merchants on the
northern end of LincolnAvenue. Queen Anne and Col oni al Revival styles
predom nated.  Frequently, these elegant homes were architect designed with
additional professional landscape plans. According to assessors' records, the
average value of a house i n Anherst in 1910 was approximtely $1,606. During
the sane decade, the average value of a house i n the Lincoln-Sunset area was
$3, 313.

There were two types of Queen Anne houses constructed i n the Lincoln-Sunset
area during this period, for a total of seven residences. e group, the
standard builder's Queen Anne, featureda front-gabled, side-hall plan with a
strong vertical enphasis and cutaway bays. They were constructed as |arge,

(continued)
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confortable housing. The other group of four Queen Anne houses, nore high
style, were related through scale, outstanding craftsmanship, and a rich
variety of architectural elements. During the sane period, ten Colonial
Revival structures were also built in the Lincoln-Sunset area. These

resi dences were of similar scale and setback although, like the Queen Anne
homes, they vary in degree of detail. The beginning of the 20th century saw
an introduction of two new styles. Conceived as a reaction to the excesses of
the Queen Anne and Col oni al Revival styles, the Craftsman and Tudor Revival
resi dences presented a nore Informal facade with |less ornate exterior details
than the previous styles. The following descriptionsof residences are
organized primarily by construction date, and grouped by style.

The Reverend W H Beanan House, 163 Lincoln Avenue (ML #165), was built in
1873 as the hone of Reverend W H Beaman, the Superintendent of Schools.
Academi cians, including several professors from both colleges, built homes on
Lincoln and Sunset Avenues. Harlan Fiske Stone, who |ater becane a Chi ef
Justice of the Suprene Court, lived in the Beaman House with his aunt at the
end of the century. An exanple of the builder's version of the style, this
L-plan Queen Anne with a brick foundation has a three-bay facade and side hall
entrance. The primary entry door features two fixed panes. The two-story bay
on the south elevation is simlar to the bay on the E |. Bangs House, 155
Lincoln (ca. 1893, MC #163), as the upper bay is smaller than the first-story
bay. A rectangular bay on the north elevation features a single wi ndow on
each face. The full-width porch is supported by standard squared posts. The
interior of this rather nodest residence contains an elaborate slate fireplace
surround with faux marble finish, and a portion of an earlier outhouse renmins
visible ina comer of the woodshed.

The Henry H Goodell House at 43 Sunset Avenue (ML #146), was built in 1875.
Goodel |, was a professor and, later, the President of the Massachusetts
Agricultural College. Hi's income reflects the status of his position inthe
Coll ege. According to college records, the average Agricultural College
salary in 1890 was $500. Goodell earned $1,250 for that year, and his house

reflects his social and economic position. | tisan excellent exanple of
Stick Style architecture and the only exanple of the style, inthe
Lincol n-Sunset Area. Set on a terrace, like itsneighbor to the south, the

Doctor Leach House (ca. 1872, MC #147), this house rises with an enphatic
vertical enphasis. The cross-gabled roofline provides a facade that projects
beyond asjrmmetrical side wings. The facade gable has a |ancet w ndow and
decorative vertical siding. Stick Style ornament exists between and bel ow the
paired windows on the facade. A second-story balcony is supported by |arge
brackets. The flanking wings both have a conplex system of trusses and
brackets along their porches. The red ti nroof, the only such roof in the
district, isa charming and colorful feature.

(continued)
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The large, conplex. Queen Anne-style F Bell House at 194 Anmity Street (MC
#273), was constructed in 1883  The north and west elevations are highly
visible and feature a rich and varied set of architectural details. The
pitched roof is extended inall directions with cross gables that termnate in
a jerkinhead on the north and west elevations. These gables feature gently
curving eyebrows over the tripartite gable wi ndows with twenty-four fixed
lights. The unbricated gable shingles termnate in a sawooth border that
bands the split shingles of the second story. A third band of sawtooth
defines the first story. Brackets support the termnus of the eaveline and
el evations feature projecting bays that are supported on consoles. The north
el evation i s an exanple of the visual conplexity that characterizes the Queen
Anne-style. A variety of wi ndow sizes and shapes enliven this facade, and a
full-1ength arched windowwith a nultitude of fixed lights is the nost
striking element. An asymetrical porch with a four-sided turret extends
across portions of the north and west elevations. A large garage i s to the
south of the house.

Col onial Revival-style houses are found in the [argest nunber from this
period. The followi ng descriptions express the range of construction during
the Late Industrial Period.

The Henry Mcdoud House, 171 Lincoln Avenue (1881, MC #167), is an exanple of
the nore nodest Col onial Revival house with a three-bay, symetrical facade.
It was the hone of Henry MO oud, a printer and later, in 1900, an insurance
and real estate agent. To the rear of the house was a secondary building that
housed a business at the end of the century, nost probably a print shop.
talianate brackets on the single-story polygonal bay survived the application
of synthetic siding. The full-width front porch has a roof edged with paired
brackets and is supported by slender colums.

Richard Nelligan, an Instructor i n gymastics at Anherst College constructed
21 Sunset Avenue (ca. 1895, MC #149), one of the better-preserved nodest
Queen Anne houses in the area and closely related to the series of Queen Anne
houses found on McClellan Street and Northanpton Road. Although the townw de
average value of a house, according to Assessors' records, was $1,606 in

1900- 1910, this house, by conparison with itsneighbors, was valued at

$2,500. The three-bay facade features ornamental shingles in the gable, which
also has paired gable windows. The side-hall entry is nodest, with a flush
door surround. The hip-roofed, full-width front porch features turned porch
supports and vertical porch frieze and balusters.

The Dr. Janes B Paige House at 204 Lincoln Avenue (1891, MC #172), is an

el aborate Queen Anne/ Col oni al Revival house, constructed for Dr. Paige, a
veterinarian wo ws enployed by Massachusetts Agricultural College in 1890.
H also had a private animal hospital on Lincoln Avenue. The house i s one of
the nmore architecturally detailed residences within the district. It features

(continued)
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a cross-pitched roof with a Col onial Revival oriel windowwith a |eaded glass
fanlight inthe gable. O the second story, a three-sided bay projects onto
the porch roof. The side-hall entrance surround has full-length |eaded
sidelights and an oversize cornice. The north el evationfeatures an unusual,
two-sided hall/stair bay with a myriad of small pane wi ndows. The bay is
supported by consoles. The remaining elevationsare enlivened by a variety of
W ndow si zes inan asymretrical arrangenent. The house i s clapboarded and has
a high brick foundation. To the rear i s a three-story, hipped-roof barn
converted to use as garage.

Mary and Kate Beston, sisters wio owned and operated a millinery shopin
Anherst Center, at 216 Lincoln Avenue (MC #174) in 1892. Wth its large
scale, three-bay facade, i tis one of the nore elegant Col onial Revival houses
inthe district. A curved, two-story bay on the south corner of the house and
fluted comer pilasters enbellish this house and add conplexity to its
volume. The center entrance i s simlar to the entry on the George Prince
House at 242 Lincol n Avenue (1908, MC #176), inthe elliptical arch and

| eaded wi ndows. A Pall adi an wi ndow above the entryway features fluted
pilasters and unusual diamond mullions. Roofline brackets and dentils add
interest to the cornice line. A porch with full-length Doric colums runs
along the facade. To the rear i s a small garage with a hipped roof and
sliding doors.

Qe of the three exanples of Colonial Revival/Shingle Style is the Mason

Di ckinson House, 194 Lincoln Avenue (1893, MC #170). Dickinson, the owner of
the Gange Store and president of the Arherst Manufacturing Conpany, was the
only one taxed for two horses on Lincoln Avenue in 1910. H's house was val ued
at $3,500, wel| above the town average of $1,606. Wile the form of the house
is Colonial Revival with Itsnodified garrison overhang and hipped roof,
several of its details are Queen Anne and Shingle Style. |t features a hipped
roof with hipped-roof dormers and a Queen Anne pol ygonal -roof ed dormer with
finial, as well as a primary facade gable with shingles inan arched pattern
above a cutaway bay associated with the Queen Anne style. Dormer w ndows are
recessed with rolled comers, a Shingle Style elenent, and the various planes
of the facade are unified by the consistent use of shingles. A two-story

hi pped-roof bam to the rear has been converted into a two-bay garage. The
buil ding was the childhood hone of Freenan Di ckinson, who constructed the
stuccoed Freenman Di ckinson House, 191 Lincol n Avenue (MC #920), across the
street in 1922.

The Reverend W lliamE Dickinson House, 15 Sunset Avenue (ML #150), was
built in1893. WIIliamDickinson was the pastor of the Arherst College

M ssion Church. His son. Dr. Edward B Dickinson, a dentist, lived around the
corner in the Solomon Boltwood House, 243 Amity Street. This exuberant Queen
Anne house i s an outstanding exanple of the style. Enphatically asymetrical,
it has angular elenents on the south facade, a circular bay on the north

(continued)
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el evation, a second-story projectingbalcony with recessed wall surfaces, a
wraparound porch with a variety of columms, and a shingled exterior tying the
el enents together. Wndow sizes, shapes (including an oval w ndow opening on
the porch), and placement add to the decorative schene. The degree of
ornament on this residence is indicated by foliate pargettingfound on the
porch pediment. A noncontributing garage i s to the rear of the property.

The Ednund |. Bangs House, 155 Lincoln Avenue (ca. 1895 MC #163), is a
modest, side-gabled L-plan Queen Anne house with a brick foundation. [t was
the residence of E |. Bangs, who was enployed by S A Phillips, a stove
conpany; |ater. Bangs becane the plunber for Anherst College. The
front-gabled section features a two-story bay. Like the Reverend Beanan House
described previously, the upper section of the bay is smaller than the [|ower
section. The half-widthfront porch features standard turned porch supports.

The W IIliamBurnett House, 8 Sunset Avenue (ML #152), was constructed in
1898.  Burnett was the son of George B Burnett, the founder of the highly
successful Bumett hat factory with buildings in East Arherst near the depot.
This huge Col onial Revival house with a slate ganbrel roof and foundation of
rough-cut graniteis one of the |argest and nost inpressive residences in
Anherst. | thas a private nuseumnodelled on a classic Geek tenple attached
to the main residence inthe rear. The house is three stories inheight; the
primary gable with an oculus is accented by fluted lonic pilasters of the

col ossal order. Fluted pilasters and fluted cornerboards are featured on the
facade and side elevations. The projectingentry porticois supported by
delicate triple Doric colums, and the entry is enphasized by a tripartite
stained glass windowin a Neoclassical surround. Elegant swags and carvings
el aborate the entry facade. The south elevationfeatures a five-sided bay,
and the north el evationincludes a porte-cochere with square, fluted col ums
and a wing. To the north of the house is a late 19th century garage with a
flared, gambrel roofline and fluted corner pilasters.

The Charles Patterson House, 148 Lincoln Avenue (MC #161), was built ca.
1900. Patterson was a professor at the Massachusetts Agricultural College.
The house i s another in the group of nodest Queen Anne houses in this area.
The predom nate silhouettein this subgroup i s vertical. The tripartite
roofline features a narrow front gable, enphasized by omanental "V shingles
repeated on the roof of the polygonal facade bay. Additional details include
wi de board accents at the story line. The side-hall entrance is recessed
beneath a second-story porch, and the door contains a stained glass panel.

The Audubon Hardy House at 67 Lincoln Avenue (MC #275), was constructed in
1907. Hardy, like Beaman before him was the Superintendent of Schools in
1910 and one of the educators to settle on Lincoln Avenue. The house i s
another inthe group of |arge Col onial Revival-styledwellings with broad
proportions that were being built inthe early 20th century. The house has a

(continued)
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three-bay facade and a hipped-roof dormer. The entry is centered beneath a
second-story Palladianw ndow. The sinple door is flanked by rectangular,
hal f-length sidelights. A full-width front porch has a central pedinent, and
turned porch supports are ornamented with curvilinear brackets. A broad side
yard on the north includes land on Gaylord Street.

The George Prince House, 242 Lincoln Avenue (ML #176), was built in 1908, a
hi gh-style. Colonial Revival residence. The house is 2 12 stories in height,
and corner pilasters support a broad cornice beneath the hipped roof. A wide
eave overhang i s supported on Craftsmanlike brackets, indicating the late date
of this Colonial Revival house. Tw pedimented dorners with dianond-pane sash
are on the street facade. Each of the pediments is filled with Neoclassical
garland and swag ornament. The three-bay facade has an elliptical fanlight in
its entry surround with beveled glass inthe transom and sidelights. The
porch waps to the south toward the |arge garden that leads to a large yard.

A tiny pitched-roof garage i s also to the rear of the house.

The Jarvis Skinner House, 254 Lincoln Avenue (ML #178), is a front-gabled
Queen Anne house. Built ca. 1910, it was the residence of Ms. Annette

Ski nner, the wi dow of Jarvis Skinner. The stepped gable i s decorated with
shingles cut with a roping motif. A side-hall entry and first-floor bay are
preceded by a waparound porch. The north and south el evationshave
cross-gabl ed cutaway bays with pendants and small gable w ndows.

Merchants, professionals, academ cs, and clergy continued to build houses and
settle inthe Lincoln-Sunset area into the 20th century. New architectural
styles were introducedinto the district and the affluence of the neighborhood
was reaffirmed through the new wup-to-date architecture. The Craftsman
aesthetic was applied to two houses built near the northernmost end of Lincoln
Avenue. Craftsman-style architecture repudiated the excesses of the Queen
Anne style. Both of the Craftsman houses built on Lincoln Avenue feature an
enphasis on linear detail and exposed wooden construction elements, such as
rafter ends.

The Ernest Bolles House, 260 Lincoln Avenue (ML #180), was built in 1909 for
Boll es, who owned a shoe store on Main Street. | tis a wood frame, 2

1/ 2-story house with hip roof, and exposed rafter ends on the first- and
second-story rooflines and the porch. The three-bay facade contains a center
entrance whose door i s made of tongue-and-groove boarding and has six-pane
fixed lights placed high on the door in Craftsman style. The full width front
porch has a geometric trellis and porch railing whose pattern i s strongly

rem ni scent of the contenporary G asgow School approach to the Craftsman
style. A small garage with 81 w ndows exists at the rear.

The Paul Anderson House, 143 Lincoln Avenue (ca. 1910, MC #160), is one of
the group of nodest |ate Queen Anne houses on the street. | twas the home of

(continued)
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Paul Anderson, a professor at Massachusetts Agricultural College. The
cross-gabled slate roof provides an unusual recessed triple windowinthe
peak. The three-bay facade has paired, full-length windows and a side-hall
entrance with a double leaf door. A two-story rectangular bay adds light to
the Interior onthesouth elevation. The full width porch i ssupported by
chanfered posts. Al uminum siding has been applied totheexterior of the
buil ding.

The Janmes Foord House, at 272 Lincoln Avenue (MHC #272), was constructedi n
1911. Foord was a professor at theMassachusetts Agricultural College. M.
Foord, originally from England, cane t o Anherst t oteach agronony i n1907,
having previously been a Dean of t heCornell University Veterinary School.
The house was valued at $5,800 and t hegarage at $500, making i t one of the
nore highly evaluated i nthedistrict. [|ti sa two-story, side-gabled.
Craftsman-style dwelling, one of thetwo Craftsman houses on Lincol n Avenue.
It features asymmetrical fenestration, exposed rafter ends, and a picturesque
arched trellis; thelatter defines theentry. This i sone of thefinest
exanmpl es of Craftsman-style architecturein Arherst. The house was desi gned
by Clarence P. Hoyt, 8 Beacon Street, Boston, and constructed on |and
purchased from A V. Gsnun i n1911. This house, like many others on Lincoln,
has attic-story servants' roonms, servants' staircase, and a call tube.
Original architectural drawings include |andscape plans indicating a formal
garden with pool (which was never constructed). The original drawings also
Included a small barnlike outbuilding, which i sextant.

Tudor Revival architecturewas also introduced tothedistrict i ntheearly
20th century, through an architect-designed residence. The George Burnett
House at 26 Sunset Avenue (MHC #148) was designed by Karl Putnamand
constructed i n1912.  George Burnett was theson of Wlliam Burnett (8 Sunset
Avenue, 1898, MHC #152). The Bumett family operated the mpst productive hat
factory in Arherst at theend of thel19th and early 20th century. This Tudor
Revival house features a stucco, ivy-covered exterior and asymmetrical
massing. Side gabled with an secondary facade gable, thehouse has an entry
door with dianond-shaped |eaded panes beneath an arched entry hood. D anond
| eaded windows i n a variety of sizes add t othepicturesque charm of this "ivy
covered cottage." Original andscape plans by W lliamH Punchard of Boston
dated 1925, areintact, and thetrellis, arbor, and gardens on this |arge
parcel areexceptional.

re of thelast houses t obe constructed i nthelate Industrial period wast he
Wlliam Stowell House at 61 Lincoln Avenue (MHC #276), built i nl1914.  WIlliam
Stowel | was a professor at Amherst College at thetime. The house i sa large

Col oni al Revival residence with a high brick foundation. A slate hipped roof

is elaborated at itscrest with a balustrade and has hipped roof-domers. The
three-bay facade features a center entrance with full-length sidelights behind
a rectangul ar portico supported on paired Doric colums. A polygonal bay

(continued)
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above the entry portico enphasizes the axiality of the elevation. A wing on
the south elevation with a roofline balustrade provides a sun porch and
contenporary deck. A noncontributing 20th century garage i s to the rear of
the property.

The Early Mddern Period (1915-1930)

The rate of buildingin the Lincoln-Sunset district slowed down as the nunber
of available |ots became fewer. Only ten houses were constructed on Lincoln
and Sunset Avenues in this period. Those houses that were constructed at the
tim were Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival in style.

Al't hough the construction pace slowed in style, the socio-economc patterns of
the nei ghborhood remained constant; this was the period when the area acquired
the nickname "M I lionaire's Rw" The residents inthis area were
consistently the well-to-do nerchants, manufacturers, and professionals. The
merchants were store owners (Mason Dickinson and the Gange Store) or people
who provided services on a large scale, such as Charles S Tellson, assistant
superintendent of buildings at MAC The Bumetts were hat manufacturers and
there were top level professors such as H H Goodell and Janmes Foord. In the
1900s, the average value of a house in Arherst was $3,398.33 while the average
value of a house on Lincoln Avenue was al nost double that of the town,

$6, 376. 31.

To further validate what was obvious through the scale and stylistic |evel of
the residences, people who |ived on Lincoln and Sunset Avenues earned nuch
nore noney than average. According to Anherst tax records, in 1930 the
average tax in town vas approximately $76.00. O Lincoln Avenue, the
merchants, professionals, and professors paid an average of $352.00 i n taxes.

The hone of Edward Lewis, 87 Lincoln Avenue (ca. 1915, MC #159), is another
anbitious Colonial Revival residence. FEdward Lewis was a Dean at the
Massachusetts Agricultural College. The house, with a hipped roof and gabled
dormers, features large modillion blocks at the eaves and portico. The
three-bay facade with a second-floor Palladian w ndow contains ornate w ndow
leading. First-floor windows feature spiderweb |eading in transonms beneath
classical noldings. The porticois supported on heavy Doric col ums, and
square pilasterswith ornate volutes flank the sidelights. The north

el evation contains a two-story bay, and the south elevation has a sunporch
wing. A noncontributing garage is to the rear.

The Charles Tellson House, 209 Lincoln Avenue (MC #173), was constructed ca.
1915, for Charles Tellson, the electrician at Amherst College. |t is a good
exanpl e of the late Colonial Revival-style. 1In 1930, the house was valued at
$5,900 and the garage at $500. (Average garage valuation in Arherst was

$200.) The 2 1/2-story house has the broad proportions of the late Colonial

(continued(
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Revival period and has been simplified stylistically. The three-bay facade is
preceded by a large rectangular portico, and the entry is flanked by an oval
wi ndow. The main facade wi ndows are now three part and transoned,
characteristic of the late Colonial Revival style. The hip roof has

hi p-roofed dormers on the side elevations and a hipped roof-dormer with a
split pedinment and urn motif on the street elevation. A second-story
Pal | adi an wi ndow has no nol ding detail, and the flush cornerboards of the
house are unartlculated. The south elevation has an open porch with a

bal cony, which overlooks a large southside yard. An earlier garage was
replaced with a 20th century noncontributing garage.

The Frank Loom s House, 245 Lincoln Avenue (MC #177), is also a late, nore
nodest Col oni al Revival-style house, dating ca. 1915. Built by Looms, a
clerk inthe Gange Store, i tissited on a corner lot. The 2 1/2-story house
has a polygonal bay on the first story under a verandah roof, bays on each
el evation and hipped-roof dorners. GQnanment is further reduced, reflecting
the stylistic paring down of detail that was taking place inarchitecture at
the time. Qher houses in the district have granite or brick foundations;
however, this dwelling features a picturesque cobblestone foundation with
arched craw space openings for the waparound porch, a Craftsman-style
detail. A noncontributing 20th century garage is around the comer on
McClellan Street.

The Janes Page House, 160 Lincoln Avenue (1920, MC #164), is a Col onial
Revival -style residence that is large but not anong the most elaborate on the
street. Built as the hone of Janes Page, wo sold shoes in the center of
town, it features a brick foundation, hipped roof with central front and side
gables, and center entry. The entrance is flanked by delicate fluted
pilasters and half-length sidelightsenclosed ina sinple surround. The
three-bay facade features symmetrical fenestrationwith 18/1 double hung

wi ndows and a 12/1 w ndow above the entrance. A first floor-bay projects onto
the front porch. This waparound porch has standard Doric col ums.

The O arence Gordon House, 180 Lincoln Avenue (MC #168), was built in 1920.
Gordon vas one of eight Massachusetts Agricultural College professors on
Lincoln Avenue at that time. The house is related in scale and proportion to
the other Queen Anne houses on Lincoln Avenue with a vertical enphasis and

wi de board details. Gable end to the street, i thas a side entry with a
prom nent, one-story polygonal bay spanning half of the facade and a porch
with clustered Doric colums on brick pedestals that continues across the
other half of the facade. The south elevation contains a two-story, cutaway
bay and an exterior brick chinrmey. The slate roof and brick foundation are
typical on Lincoln Avenue.

The hone of Reverend Charles Wal ker, 166 Lincoln Avenue (MC #166), built in
1920, is related in scale and detail to the James Page House. |t is large but

(continued)
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not anong the nost ornate of the Col onial Revival dwellings on the street.
Set on brick foundations, the house has a hipped roof with slate shingles.
Asymmetrical fenestration, hipped-roof dormers with triple wi ndows, and a
cutaway bay on the south side are the promnent architectural features.
However, the flared, reeded porch supports that arch gracefully across the
wr aparound porch are the most distinctive feature of the exterior.

The Freeman Di ckinson House at 191 Lincol n Avenue (MC #920), was constructed
in 1922. Dickinson grewup right across the street at 194 Lincoln Avenue i n
the house owned by his father. Mason Di ckinson. Mason Di ckinson owned the

G ange Store inthe center of Amherst and Freenman managed the store. The
house i s one of tw stucco Tudor Revival dwellings with a slate roof and brick
foundation in the Lincoln-Sunset area designed by architect Karl Scott Putnam
of Northanmpton. The side-gabled dwelling features a two-story, projecting
entry. The symmetrical facade is flanked by two wings, a breakfast roomto
the north, and a sunporch on the south. The |and was owned by E Vhite until
1910 and by Florence Gates from 1910 to 1921.

The Wnthrop Wells House, 135 Lincoln Avenue, (ML #921), built in 1922 was
the hone one of eight professors at Massachusetts Agricultural College living
on LincolnAvenue at this time. | tisa late Colonial Revival-style residence
with a sidehall plan. The hipped roof is broken by a gable dormer with triple
wi ndows. The three-bay facade features an entrance portico supporting a
sinmple balustrade. The doorway is flanked by pilasters and sidelights. In
keeping with the early 20th century practice of creating sunporches and
breakfast roons on the sun-catching south elevation, a screened wing extends
fromthe south. This residence features an attached 20th century carport.

The Captain Edwin M Summer House, at 97 Lincoln Avenue (ML #923), was built

ca. 1925. I tisone of the only late Col onial Revival, ganmbrel-roofed houses
in the district. The facade roofline is broken by a pair of gambrel-roofed,
two story-bays. The gable peaks contain small, double-hung 6/1 w ndows. The

symmetrical facade features a three-bay first story and five bays on the
second story. The rectangular tripartite windowin the center i s flanked by a
pair of 6/1 full-sized windows. The first story has tw polygonal bays
flanking the front entry, which is protected by a cobblestone entry porch
simlar to that at 245 Lincoln Avenue, with narrow Y2 columar supports. The
portico pediment repeats the verticality of the facade gables, and an attic
eyebrow vent adds additional interest to the roofline. Construction after
1930 i n the Lincoln-Sunset area consists primarily of about a half dozen late
Col oni al Revival, cape-style houses and the sane nunber of ranch-style

houses. The majority of these nore contenporary residences are built on
smal | er parcels of land and do not conform in scale to the earlier buildings,
al though nost conform in level of craftsmanship and materials, setting, and
association. Garages and barns which are noncontributingare to the rear of

the propertiesand hardly visible from the public way.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

No prehistoric sites are recorded inthe district; however, three sites are
reported inthe local area (within one mle). 1In general, the potential for
significant prehistoric archaeological remains i s |low because |ocationa
criteria (slope, drainage, distance to water) for the district are not
particularly favorable for prehistoric settlement

A high potential exists for significant historical archaeological remains
within the district. My of the district's contributingresidentia
buildings are still extant; however, a high potential exists forlocating
structural remains of buildings which were noved or destroyed. Structural
remains nay survive for the original Boltwood honesite ca. 1744 originally

| ocated on the west conmer of Amity Street and Lincoln Avenue but |ater noved
to the west. The Jones-Field House was hbuilt inthe vicinity of the origina
house site in 1839.  Simlar archaeological remains my also survive for the
original Sinon Clark House site, ca. 1750 originally located near 76 Lincoln
Avenue then noved westward on Amty Street inthe 1800s. In 1826 a house was
constructed inthe vicinity of that house site. Qher known structures no

|l onger extant within the district include the Crowell residence originally

|l ocated at the southern end of Lincoln Avenue and several unidentified

dwel l'ings reported to belong to tradesmen west of the Strong House on Anity
Street. Structural remains also likely survive from several buildings sold by
Sineon Strong in 1826 to the Trustees of Amherst College. Cccupat i onal
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) my represent the nost inportant
archaeol ogi cal survivalswithin the district. These features were commonly
associated with residences prior to the 1800s when town reports discuss the
introduction of running water and sewers. Occupational related features are
probably nore common i n the southern portionof the district where ol der
pre-late 19th century houses are nore coi nmon.

(end)

8. STATEMENT ¢ SI Oi FI CANCE

The Lincoln-Sunset Historic District, Amherst, includes a distinct residentia
nei ghbor hood of well-preserved and often high-style houses. Wthin the
district boundaries are fine exanples of nost popular architectural styles of
the 19th and early 20th centuries. Together, these properties are
historically significant as a residential neighborhood whose upper m ddle
class inhabitants were closely associated with the nationally significant
Anherst educational institutions of Arherst College and the Massachusetts
Agricultural College (later to becone The University of Massachusetts at
Amherst). Among the district's inhabitants were sone of the |eading

manuf acturers and business owners of Amherst Center, contributorsto the
town's positionas one of the commercial centers of central Massachusetts.

(continued)
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The district isalso significant as an exanple of an early effort at planning
through deed restrictions. Uniformty of investment, siting, and materials
was stipulatedin rmany of the original deeds, setting a precedent that was
maintained in the district well into the 20th century. Situated bel ow the
"brow of Sunset Hill," Lincoln Avenue devel oped slowly fromthe 1820s to the
early 1880s. The first houses constructed on Lincoln Avenue, al | located on
the south end, were large Geek Revival residences set on deep parcels.
[talianate dwellings were built in the mddle of the century on Lincoln Avenue
south of Amity Street and on the first block north of Amty.

In the 1880s, the bulk of the undevel oped Iand on Lincoln and Sunset Avenues
was owned by the real estate devel opnent firm of Westcott and Stockbridge.
They laid out buildinglots and sold the land with occasional deed
restrictions that specified mnimmbuilding costs and setbacks. In general,
area residents at this time set the socio-econom c standards that |ater
residents would follow. They were professionals, merchants, and academ cs at
Anherst Col lege (founded in 1821) and at Massachusetts Agricultural College
(incorporated in 1863). Hones from the 1880-1920 period range from | arge,
confortable vernacular Queen Anne exanples to very large, anmbitious Colonial
Revival and Shingle style houses. Fine exanples of Craftsman architecture are
| ocated on the northern end of Lincoln Avenue, and Tudor Revival architecture
is represented on both Lincoln and Sunset Avenues.

Between 1920 and 1940 sone of the |arger Lincoln Avenue parcels that were part
of the Westcott and Stockbridge Plan of 1882 were divided, and nodest Col onial
Revival houses were constructed on the smaller lots. These one- and two-story
resi dences incorporated readily available standard architectural details, such
as stock door surrounds, but maintained a design standard, | ot setback, and
consistency of materials to contribute to the district.

The Lincoln-Sunset HistoricDistrict retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and fulfills
National Register criteria A and C on the local level.

Col onial Period (1675-1775)

Anherst was originally part of the Hadley Plantation, established in 1661

The land on which Lincoln Avenue, Sunset Avenue, and Amity Street are laid out
was part of the First Divisionof the Qutward Gmons of Hadl ey, surveyed and
distributed in 1703. At that time Sanuel, Josiah, and Joseph Church were
allotted land near "the highway which goeth over New Saanp and runs to Foot's
Folly," later called Amity Street. These lots (numbers 39, 40 and 41 of the
plan of 1703) were located north of Amty Street and west of North Pl easant
Street and extended to the Hadley Iine.

(continued)
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The 1731 Iist of Hadley |andholdersindicated that this land was sparsely
settled. The voting population i nthe area that would becorme Amherst then
numbered only eighteen, but the distance fromthe Hadl ey meetinghouse was
cited as a frequent concern. As early as 1739, construction of a separate
meetinghouse was underway i nthe Anherst or East Hadley district. Sited on
the south end of the Arherst Gommon, the building was conpleted i n 1753.
Shortly thereafter, i n 1759, Amherst District was incorporated.

Educational needs were addressed early; i n Decenber 1764, the town votedto
build four school houses, including one i nthe "west m ddle section of town"
whi ch woul d serve the area near Pleasant and Amty Streets. By the time of
the Revolution, settlers fromHadley, Northanpton, and Hatfield had swelled
the population of Anmherst to nore than nine hundred people living i nabout one

hundred houses. I n 1776, Amherst declareditself a town by sending
representatives to the General Court. The town was officially incorporated in
1786.

O the mp of 1765-1771 the |and bounded on the south by Amty Street (then
called the road to Hadley) and east by Pleasant Street included the houses of
three nen: Sinmeon Strong, Esg., Noadiah Lew s, and Lt. Sol onon Bol twood. By
1745 the Church family grant had been sold to WIIliam Boltwood, whose |and
extended froman easternline near Prospect Street (not yet laid out) to near
the Hadley line. The extant Solonon Boltwood House at 243 Amty Street (ML
#155) i s a post-medieval building, constructed with garrison overhang by

W lliam Boltwood. Danaged once by fire during construction, the house was
conpleted by 1751 and sold by Wlliam to his brother Solonon i n 1760.

Sol onon Bol twood was born i n 1694 and noved from Hadley to Amherst in 1731.

H purchased land fromNathaniel Clark i n 1735 before he acquired the Boltwood
house i n 1760. His son, Solonon, born i n 1727, sold the western part of the
Amty Street | ot to Sanuel Boltwood for 200 pounds i n 1789. The sane day,

Sol onon sold |and east of the Amty Street parcel to his son, Ebenezer.
Ebenezer Boltwood, bom i n 1752, was an innkeeper i n 1809, having acquiredthe
tavern i nthe center of Amherst through a deed fromhis nother, Sarah

Bol twood. The area along Amty was known as Boltwood Hill i nthe 18th
century. The Boltwoods were linked by marriage to the neighboringStrong

fam |y when Sol onon Bol twood the younger married Mary Strong i n 1751.  The
Simeon Strong House (67 Amty Street) east of the Lincoln-Sunset area was
constructed about 1744 on a smaller parcel of land that had probably bel onged
to the Boltwoods, though no deed from Boltwood to Strong has beendiscovered.
In 1836 the Boltwood House was noved west of its original site to allow room
for the Thomas Jones House, 219 Amty Street (ML #158), built by Robert
Cutler in 1839.

The land on the south side of Amty Street was part of the land set off for
the Reverend David Parsons, Amherst's first mnister. To convince Parsons to

(continued)
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accept the calling of theFirst Parish, thetow provided hi mwith a house,
several cords of cut wood, and a tract of land that extended south of Amty
Street from South Pleasant Street west tothe Hadley |ine. Parsons accepted
the call tosettle inArherst in 1739 and preached i n Anherst for
approximately forty years. After his death in 1782, his sonDavid Parsons
took over the pulpit of the First Parish.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

The founding of Anherst College was the major political and educational
activity inthe town during this period. Residents of A d Hanpshire County
had petitioned the General Court in 1762 for a College simlar to Harvard
College, tobe located i n Hadl ey, Hatfield, or Northampton. The request was
not granted, but theidea endured, and i t was proposed again in 1816. At that
time there was an unsuccessful attenpt tounite Arherst Acadeny and Wl lianms
Col lege. 1 n1818, however, after raising $50,000, thirty-seven mnisters and
thirty-two delegates fromthirty-four towns i n A d Hanpshire County net and
decided toproceed with theconstructionof a college tobe located i n
Anherst. Gow ng out of the Anherst Acadeny (1813), the College was founded
in 1821 for the "gratuitousinstruction of indigent young nen of prom sing

tal ent and hopeful piety who shall nanifest a desire toobtaina |iberal
education with a sole view t othe Christian mnistry."

Local founders included Sanuel Fow er Dickinson and Noah Webster. | n1822 the
faculty nunbered four professors and one tutor, and there were fifty-nine
students enrolled. By 1830, the nunber of faculty had nore than doubl ed, and
the nunber of students had tripled t oone hundred eighty-eight. | n 1826

S neon Strong sold t he Trustees of the College land on the south side of Amty
Street, including all buildingsexcept the corn house. This reference

suggests the College Trustees bought and sold property as a nethod of raising
funds. | talso indicatesthat theStrong property was probably still being
farmed during the first quarter of thel9th century.

Bet ween 1800 and 1830, residential lots in Arvherst were clusterednearthe
junction of Amty Street (the Hadley Road) and Pl easant Street (the hi ghway

| eading from the Bay Road t o Sunderland). A substantial anount of new
construction had occurred between 1771 and 1833, and the 1833 nap shows ten
houses on the north side of the highway toHadley inthis district. S meon
Strong, a lawyer born in 1736, lived inthe famly house on Amty Street and
was an influential nenber of thecoimunity, respected despite his conservative
politics during the Revolutionary Var. He was a Justice of t he Peace
(1768-1774), a Representative tothe General Court in 1767 and 1769, and after
the Vdr he was appointed Justice of t he Suprene Court (1800 and 1805). Hi s
son Sineon (b. 1764) was also a lawer and a Representative t othe General
Court in 1809 and from 1812 t 0 1814. The Strongs were nenbers of the First
Chur ch.

(continued)
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Vst of the Strong House on Amty Street, five new dwellings appear on the
1833 nmap within the Lincoln-Sunset district. Qher nore nodest houses were
constructed at the time, but not mapped. Deed transfers inthis area indicate
unidentified dwellings belonged to various tradesnen Including M. Ral ph Show
a trader, and M. Leander Merrick, a tailor, but no record of the owners
remains and the houses are gone. Land to the north and west was still being
farned.

The first residential concentrationin Arherst grewaround the core of the

maj or crossroads of Amty Street, Main Street, and Pleasant Street, a center
of civic and commercial activities. Here was the first tavern, and later, the
post office, "bazaar," and, as early as 1831, the Sunderland Bank. Hones were
built surrounding this hub of activity along the Gonmon, down Amty Street,
and on South Prospect Street. There was a |ess dense concentrationof
bui l ding east of the Gonmon, a pattern that continued into the 20th century.
Residents of Anherst Center in 1833 were the professional, civic, and
religious |eaders of the community, including clergymen, doctors, professors,
a builder, and |ocal nmerchants.

Less promnent residentswere also clustered around the village center. As
the early industrial period approached, farmfamlies turned anay from the
hone production of such goods as honespun cloth, and started obtaining mill
produced fabrics and ready-made tools i n exchange for agricultural produce or
skilled artisan work. | n nodest hones along Amty Street and the main street,
unidentified on the nap, lived such artisans as a tailor, carpenter,

cordwai ner, bricklayer, saddler, blacksmth, and tinplate worker, as well as
singl e wonen and yeonen whose nunbers grew to supply these needs.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Anherst Col lege grewalong with the town and developed a reputation as a sound
academc institution. My of its graduates were educators wo nade Amher st
their permanent hone. (The 1869 town directoiry listed twenty-two resident
clergymen, the largest category of professionals.) The size of the student
body renained stable for the twenty-year period between 1830 and 1850. In
1850, the seven-nenber faculty and four tutors Instructed a student body of
one hundred eighty-two. Qe of the first residentson the south end of

Lincol n Avenue was Professor Crowell, an Arherst Col | ege | anguage professor.
H's residence i s no |onger extant.

The growth and devel opment of Anherst College contributed to the character of
the community. New construction provided opportunities for builders and
joiners. Tax records for the second half of the century indicated professors
were the only individuals i n Arherst taxed on salary. The salaries ranged
from $350 t o nore than $1,000 and provided revenues for the town. The
presence of the College also added to the quality of life in Arherst. Quest

(continued)
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| ecturers, academcs, religious speakers, and professional theatrical
conpani es cane to Anherst to educate and entertain at the Anherst canpus and
in upstairs halls inthe tow's comercial buildings.

The devel opnent of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, just north of
Lincoln and Sunset Avenues, also had an inpact on the building patterns of the
area. As early as 1847, a project was initiated for "...the purpose of
establishing inone of the towns |ying on the bank of the Connecticut River an
agricultural school and an experimental farm the object of which should be
instruction inagricultural science and inprovement inall the arts connected
with the practice of farmng..." (Carpenter and Mrehouse, p.274). |In 1862
the Morrill Act, which provided for the establishment of |and grant colleges
across the country, was passed by Congress, and i n 1863 the Massachusetts
Agricultural College at Anherst becane a reality.

A mgjor factor inthe comrercial and retail growth of the town was the arrival
of arail line in1853. As the Amherst-Belchertown rail |ine provided access
to materialsinBoston and markets i n New York, Boston, and Philadel phia, the
hat factories i n East Arherst and paper mlls i nNorth Anherst City thrived.
In turn, their prosperity fed the local business district in Arherst Center.
Pleasant Street was the site of the commercial buildings and wood frame houses
that held a tavern, hotel, tin shop, blacksmth shop, livery stable,
hamessmaker, tailor, milliners, dry goods stores, musical instrument dealers,
gold pen nanufacturers, and other enterprises.

As the business district diversified and increased insize, a shift occurred
in nearby residential areas. Density increased as the popul ation of Anherst
rose 53% during this period. East of the town center, neighborhoods of nodest
hones grew around the train depot and mills. The nunber of residences west of
North Prospect Street nore than doubled between 1833 and 1856, as people

enpl oyed i n town sought housing near their place of work. The Lincoln-Sunset
area west of the center was the location of choice, where prevailing westerly
wi nds provided clean air and relief fromnoise and chaos for houses built "a
respectabl e distance" anay from the sooty railroad, long brick m |l buildings
and junble of warehouses. |n the Lincoln-Sunset neighborhood, business
owners, professionals, and clergy built large, confortable residences for
their famlies.

Three extant houses fromthis period are all on the west side of the street on
the south end of LincolnAvenue. They are the Ithamar Conkey House, 24

Lincol n Avenue (MC #278, ca. 1860); the Reverend Allen House, 50 Lincoln
Avenue (MC #277, ca. 1820); and the R B Hubbard House, 76 Lincol nAvenue,
(MC #274, ca. 1826), each set today on very w de parcels with shrubbery
buffers for privacy. The back yards are deep, extending west to Dana Street,
and are |andscaped to provide nore than one type of outdoor experience. n
these propertiesare broad |awns, intimte relaxed flower gardens, arbors

| eading to formal gardens, w nding paths, and occasionally, omamental pools.

(continued)
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| thamar Conkey, a |awyer and businessman, owned the [argest Italianate house,
| ocated at 24 Lincoln Avenue, (ML #278) built ca. 1860. It issimlarin
scale and proportions to theAustin Dickinson Huse on Main Street and nay
have been nodel | ed after that house. QConkey practiced [ aw from 1844 t o 1875.
Hs lawoffice was located i nthe Gook's Block at 4-12 Main Street, two bl ocks
east and two blocks north of the house. Conkey was active i ntown politics,
serving as town noderator for twenty-six years. Qe of thefirst trustees of
the Amherst Savings Bank, he was also a Justice of the Peace, served i n the
CGeneral Court, and was District Attomey of the Northwest Judicial District in
1856.

In 1870, Conkey sold the property to Charles Adans with the condition "...that
no building shall ever be erected or placed upon any part...of the tract
conveyed nearer to Lincoln Avenue than the present dwelling house of said
Conkey." The selling price was $3,200. Charles Adans published the New
England Inquirer with hisbrother John S Adans i n 1827, and t he Hanpshire and
Franklin Express i n1844. Active i ncivic and commercial affairs i n Arherst,
Charles Adans served as a town representative and was thefirst president of
the Amherst Savi ngs Bank.

A house constructed about 1750 near the site of 76 Lincoln Avenue by S neon
Clark (1752-1831) was noved westward on Amity Street i nthe early 1800s. The
QG eek Revival residence that stands at 76 Lincoln, now surrounded by anple
grounds, was constructed about 1826. Deeds do not exist for the sale of the
property, but there were kinship links between the Clark and Hubbard famlies
through whi ch transfers occurred. Sneon Clark's first wife was Lucy Hubbard
(d. 1793). Another connection was the narriage of Asahel Clark and Irena
Hubbard i n1786. Wien Asahel died, Irena married WIliam Bol twood, owner of
the Bol twood House on Amty Street.

Rodol phus Baker Hubbard, the owner i n 1860, was bom i n Sunderland i n 1803.
After he graduated from Union College and preached i nNorthanpton and
surroundi ng towns, he becane principal of the Munt Pleasant Institutein
Anherst. Between 1855 and 1868, he conducted a boys' school i n Anherst.
Fam |y history confirms that this house was the setting for the school. At

the tinme he was taxed for the house, two smokehouses, a shop, and a l|arge
anmount of |ivestock. Hubbard, who was a deacon of the First Church i nAnherst
for tenyears, died i n1875.

In 1869 t he nunber of residents on Lincoln Avenue had increased. | n addition
to 1. F Conkey and R B Hubbard were E P. Crowell, professor at Anherst
Col I ege i n 1869, John Donahue, |aborer, and Thonas Hal ey, | aborer. Donahue's
and Hal ey' s hones were on the north block of Lincoln Avenue and t he ot her

resi dences were on the south end. The entire length of Lincoln Avenue from
Nort hanpt on Road t o Fearing Street was not officially accepted as a town road
until 1873.

(continued)
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Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

Early inthe 19th century. North and South Prospect Streets and the east end

of Amty Street provided an anple residential area for professionals and

mer chants, but t he nei ghborhood was pressured t oexpand as t he comerci al
center grew. Residential expansion tothe east of the business area was
limted by t he Sweetser, Dickinson, and Hills homes, built on|arge parcels on
the north side of Main Street. The First Congregational Church, the hat
factories, and the railroad blocked expansion on the south side of Main Street.

This was al so the period during which the bulk of constmction on the
Massachusetts Agricultural College canpus occurred. The creation of a second
school of higher education i n Anherst increased t hebase for future

devel opnent inthe tow, and within a decade of its organization, professors
from Massachusetts Agricultural College were living on Lincol nAvenue.
Agricultural College land intended for scientific farmng experinments extended
south t oFearing Street and Lincol n Avenue. The Massachusetts Agricul tural
Col I ege professors' hones were primarily on the north end of Lincol nnearthe
canpus, interspersedanong the hones of nerchants, business owners,
professionals, and clergy. The hones of Anherst Col | ege professors were nost
often |l ocated on the south block of Lincol nAvenue, closer tothat college.

The Agricultural College was officially incorporatedi n 1863 and, under t he
stewardship of Levi Stockbridge, it grewsteadily. Wthinfive years, there
were four buildings, four faculty menbers, and fifty-six students at the
college. The canpus and its buildings were clearly visible toresidentson
Lincol n and Sunset Avenue. By 1869, the canpus of the MA C consisted of 383
acres, purchased for $43,000, and t he nunber of faculty had grown from four t o
ten. By 1873, the Anherst Business Directory and nap |isted four MAC
professors and ei ght Anherst College professors on Lincol nAvenue. At that
time, thestreet becane a public way.

Thi s devel opnent began when Levi Stockbridge, a farmer from Hadl ey and
self-taught agricultural experinmenter with a strong interest in scientific
farmng, joined with a group of local residents topurchase |and for the
college. Stockbridge organized the building programand the educational
program at the College. An early advocate of scientific farmng, heinvented
a "conplete fertilizer." Marketing thefertilizer brought royalties, which
Stockbridge used tofund agricultural experinments and create the Massachusetts
Experinmental Station on the canpus i n 1877.

Stockbridge joined with Jared T. Westcott, a local banker, and RDT.
Westcott, a cashier at the First National Bank i n Amherst, and together they
purchased |and between the college and Amity Street i nthe area of Lincoln and
Sunset Avenues. | n1882, Stockbridge and Westcott filed a devel opment plan

for Lincolnand Sunset Avenues. The streets had becone town roads earlieri n
1873.

(continued)
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The Stockbridge and Westcott plan defined 32 Iots along Amity Street, and
Lincoln and Sunset Avenues. The average single parcel was narrow, between
8 to 265 wide, and sold for $600. Eight out of thefifteen property owners
in 1882, however, purchased nore than one adjacent [ot. Besides determning
lot size, Stockbridge and Westcott addressed siting and quality of
architecture i ndeed restrictions. Qe such deed i nthe collection of the
Jones Library was nade to Eliza A Gaves, wife of George Gaves, dated 1872.
"This deed i son condition that said Eliza A Gaves shall build or causeto
be built on said lot of land, within two years fromdate, a Dwelling House,
the size and Architecture of which shall be confortable, respectable and
conformi ntaste and appearance t ot he dwellings of the adjacent community,
and t o have a cash cost of not |ess than $2,500."

Many factors encouraged growth and devel opnent i nthe Lincol n-Sunset Avenue
area during the next four decades. |Its proximty to the business center, to
the town Gonmon, t o churches, and tocivic activity certainly nade t he area
desirable t o people active i ntown. Perhaps nmost crucial, this land for sale
bel ow t he "brow of Sunset Hill," earlier known as Bol twood Hi ||, offered
spectacul ar views of thehills tothewest. Advertisements forland and newy
constructed houses on Lincoln and Sunset Avenues were el oquently descriptive
about the views.

Furthermore, with the exception of two houses on t he east side of Sunset
Avenue, the majority of hones were sited to provide |arge backyards; the
purchase of double lots insured side yards as well. The existence of at |east
tw extant | andscape plans (both on the west side of the street) for the
houses of Janmes A Foord, 272 Lincoln (MC #181, 1911) and George Bumett, 26
Sunset Avenue (MHC #148, 1912), indicate the enphasis placed on exterior
private space at thetum of thecentury. Both plans call forthe creation of
formal and informal gardens with intimate, private spaces. |t appears that
several Lincoln Street residences have maintained private gardens, with little
alteration, for alnost a century.

During the final decades of the 19th century, economc uncertainty and
recession disrupted the national and |ocal econony. Major fires struck with
depressing regularity i nthe business center (1872, 1879, and 1881). The
paper mills i nNorth Amherst City suffered devastating fires at this time as
well, and several were unable torebuild. Unlike themill owners, Arherst
Center busi nessnen and nerchants appear t o have had adequate insuranceto
cover their losses and rebuilding was the i mediate responsetofires. The
hat industry, with factory owners such as Henry Hills and George Burnett (8
Sunset Avenue, MC #152, 1898), continued to showa profit. NMany business
owners nade maj or investnents i nland during the 1870s, the decade of the nost
devastating fires. Amherst's healthy econony was based primarily on the palm
| eaf hat industry, the remaining paper mlls, the pocketbook conpany, and the
tw maj or academc institutions.

(continued)
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Many Amherst merchants lived i nthe Lincoln-Sunset Area at this time. They
included: Janes W Couch, working i nthe drygoods store of 0. G (ouch & Son;
W lliam B Jackson, part-owner of the Jackson and Cutler dry goods store; Noah
Lee, part-owner of the Lee and Phillip stove shop; Merrick N Spear,

booksel l er and stationer; and Ms. M N Spear, owier of amllinery and fancy
goods shop. Their hones were al | assessed wel| above the average $1, 190 val ue
of a house i n Anherst in 1890. Jackson's house was valued at $3,300, Lee's
was $2,000, and Merrick N Spear's house was val ued at $3, 800.

Qther entrepreneurs on Lincol nAvenue at this tine included the Montague
brothers (Charles and George), who raised specially bred poultry, with a house
valued at $3,000 and a $300 barn. Hamin Wbl cott, part-owner of Haminand
Paige Livery inthe central business district, was taxed on $1,050 worth of
stock; his barn's | owassessment ($150) suggests it was for his private use.
Hi s house, however, was assessed at $2, 300.

The |ayout of the Lincoln-Sunset area extended t othe boundaries of the
proposed district, to Northanpton Road on the south, and northto the
Massachusetts Agricultural College as far as Fearing Street. Later residents
continued tofollow the occupations established by earlier area residents:

mer chants and busi nessmen, academ cs and cl ergy, and boarders who were
primarily w dows, craftsmen and students. Residents between 1890 and 1900
included the Reverend Elisha Beaman, t he School Superintendent, Dr. W B
Leach, a dentist, and H H Goodell, professor at Massachusetts Agricultural
Col | ege.

The five new hones constructed i nthe area during thelast decade of the
century were large, high-style dwellings. Queen Anne-style architecture
domnated this decade, and i n several houses t hestyle was blended with

el enents fromthe Shingle Style. Three outstanding exanpl es of Queen

Anne/ Shingle Style architecture belonged toDr. Janes B. Paige, Mason

Di ckinson, and the Beston sisters. The Dr. James B Pai ge House (204 Lincoln
Avenue, MIC #172) was built in 1891 and valued at $3,250. Dr. Paige was a
veterinarian and i naddition taught at the Massachusetts Agricultural

College. He kept a small veterinary hospital on the grounds at 204 Lincol n.
The Mason Di cki nson House (194 Lincol n Avenue, MHC #170) was constructed i n
1893. Hi s out standing Shingle Style house was assessed for $3,500. Dickinson
was the only resident on LincolnAvenue i n 1910 t o be taxed for two horses,
and his bam which is extant, was valued at $200. Mason Di ckinson owned t he
QGange Store i n Anherst Center. The Beston House (216 Lincol n Avenue, MC
#174) was built in 1895 by the Beston sisters, who operated a popul ar
mllinery business inthe town center. Their house was valued at $3, 000,
above the Anherst average of $1,606 i n 1910, but consistent with val uations of
the majority of hones on Lincol nAvenue.

(continued)
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New constructionon Lincoln Avenue maintained the existing character of the
area wi th consistent setbacks, quality of craftsmanship, and simlar scale.
These new hones were al most all 3 1/2-story buildings with broad el evations
and omat e facades. Earlier neighborhood dwellings had been | arge and
ambitious, but the architectural details found on the residences built between
1890 and 1900 surpassed even those.

The character of the neighborhood, the sense of itsheing a quiet, elegant
refuge from the bustle of Anherst's conmercial and manufacturing center, was
reinforced by the broad |awns, carefully tended gardens, and the highest
concentration of grand, late 19th century houses i n town. The hones hel d
fam |ies, wdowed nothers, aunts or other relatives, and unrelated students
and boarders. Anong the boarders on Lincoln Avenue during the last decade of
the 19th century were a variety of workers—a tinner, a carpenter, a clerk, a
chem st at the Massachusetts Agricultural College, students, farm|aborers,
and wi dows.

It was during the last few years of the 19th century that two of the nost

el egant residences were constructed in the Lincoln-Sunset area. The WIIliam
Bumett House (8 Sunset Avenue, MC #152) was constructed in 1898 by the son
of George B Burnett, the founder of the highly successful Burnett Hat
Factory, which had mill buildings near the railroad depot. The sloping site
for this huge house was chosen primarily for itswesterly views towards
Hadley. O the comer of Amty Street and Sunset Avenue, the huge Col oni al
Revival mansion with a private nuseumattached to the west conmanded attention

fromall directions. |t features colossal pilasters at the entrance and
corners, a porte-cochere, elegant carved swag details, and stained glass
Wi ndows.

The Reverend Wl liamE Dickinson constructed the nost exuberant exanple of
Queen Anne architecturein the neighborhood (15 Sunset Avenue, MC #150,
1893). This outstanding exanple features an enphatically asymetrical plan,
conmbi ning curves and angles, porches and bal conies, recessed facade planes,
and projectingbays. A variety of w ndow sizes and shapes play across al |
el evations. The varied elenents are tied together with exterior shingles.
Reverend Di ckinson was the pastor of the College Mssion Church of Amherst
Col l ege, a black congregation. There nay have been an additional house on
this lot, constructed before the Queen Anne, because Dickinson was taxed for
house #1 at $2,750 and house #2 at $650 i n 1900.

As the nunber of dwellings grewand the population on Lincoln and Sunset
Avenues increased, the previous occupational profile of merchants,
professionals, and academ cs was maintained. Six professors, the
Superintendent of Schools, professionals, merchants, a clergyman, w dows, and
a househol d of sunmer residents |ived inthe area in 1900. Inaddition,
immgration patterns resulted i n domestics of both Irish and Eastern European

(continued)
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origin working i nhonmes on Lincolnand Sunset Avenues. Sone of the domestics
lived i nservants' roons, which were on thethird floor, accessible by"the
back stair." The George Burnett House still has an original call tube.

New constructionduring the decade of 1900-1910 was solely i nthe Col onial
Revival style. The Audubon Hardy House (67 Lincol n Avenue, MC #275), an
el egant, |arge house, was constructed i n1907 when Hardy was enpl oyed as
Superintendent of the Anherst Schools. The Hardys were theonly famly on
Lincol n Avenue taxed for a cow, an anomaly at the time, although several
peopl e had at |east one horse.

The average val ue of a house i nAnrherst i n21900-1910 was approxi mtely $1, 606
according t o assessors' records. The Audubon Hardy House was val ued at $2, 300
and the George Prince House, 242 Lincoln Avenue (ML #177, 1908) had a
slightly higher value of $2,750. During this decade the average value of a
house i nthe Lincoln-Sunset area was approximately $3,313. The Col oni al
Revival structuresof 1900-1910 were equal i nscale t o houses of the previous
decade, and were constructed with a simlar amount of architectural detail and
with the sane high quality of craftsmanship.

By 1910 at |east nine out of the twenty-three househol ds enpl oyed a m ni num of
one donmestic of either Irish or Polishorigin. Charles Toll, an Anherst

Col l ege professor at 13 Lincol n Avenue headed t he only household that enpl oyed
a butler.

These el egant, large-scale dwellings within the planned neighborhood were
furnished with thelatest amenities. Mst were constructed with tiles |eading
to potential sewer hook-ups put i nplace by Westcott and Stockbridge. The
town report of 1881 refers tothe Introduction of running water andthe
necessity of installing sewers i nAnherst. The town consulted engineers,

| awyers, and doctors and reported that no two held the sane opinion. | n 1882
sewers were introduced at no cost tothetown, as people had to pay a $25
hook-up fee. 1 n1883 thefirst sewer was laid, and plans were i nplacef or
sewers on Amty Street. By 1886 an extensive sewer systemincluded the area
from Tan Brook t o Fearing Brook (adjacent toLincolnAvenue). 1 n 1890,
additional inprovenents had been nade i nthe area, including electric street
lights and concrete sidewal ks. | n 1893 Sunset Avenue residents requested the
sewer systembe extended to that street. These inprovenmentswere both the
product of and Inducenent f or the continuingconstructionof expensive,

| mpressive houses i nthe area.

Early Mbdern Period (1915-1940)

The Janmes A Foord House (272 Lincol n Avenue, MC #181, 1911) and t he Ernest
Bol | es House (260 Li ncol n Avenue, MC #180, 1914) are two excel | ent exanpl es
of Craftsman-style architecture introduced into the streetscape. Although the

(continued)
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Craftsman aesthetic shunned the excesses of scale and detail found i n Queen
Anne and Col oni al Revival architecture, the new Craftsman houses supported the
existing character of the area. Careful attention to geonetric patterning and
detail was consistent with the fine quality of craftsmanship and design
previously established. Simlar siting and setbacks al so maintained the
integrity of the streetscape.

Three additional houses were constructed on Lincolnand Sunset Avenues i n the
1920s; these new houses were smaller in scale than existing buildings. The
nodest Col oni al Revival structure, the Frank Looms House (245 Lincol n Avenue,
MC #177), was built in 1920 for Looms, a clerk inthe Pleasant Street G ange
Store owned by Mason Di ckinson. The appearance of the Looms House and the
Tudor Revival Freenman Di ckinson House (191 Lincol n Avenue, MC #920, 1922)
indicate a growing diversity of building costs, though these houses maintained
hi gh standards of craftsmanship and conformed to uniform setbacks.

I'n the 1930s, Lincoln Avenue was known as Millionaire's Fow aconcentration
of high-style houses that reflected residents' incomes. The average taxin
Amherst in 1930 was $76 but the residentson Lincolnand Sunset Avenues paid
an average of $352 i ntaxes i nthat year. Lincolnand Sunset Avenue residents
had nore than four times the average assets. The average value of a housein
Amherst i n 1930 was $3,398.33, while the average value of a house on Lincoln
Avenue was double that, at $6,376.31.

Continuing the pattern already established, Lincoln-Sunset residents'
occupations in 1930 included one Arherst College professor, seven
Massachusetts Agricultural College professors, and a | arge nunber of wealthy
merchants. Earlier tax records indicated houses and bamns, but in 1930 there
were ei ght garages on Lincolnand only three barns. 1n 1930 only Janes A
Foord, a MA C professor, and Adeline Leonard, a w dow, were keeping horses.
Qthers had switched to autonobiles.

More than ten of the Lincolnand Sunset honeowners owned major businesses in
Anherst. Janes F. Paige owed a shoe store on 21 Pleasant Street and a house
on Lincolnvalued at $5,700. H also was taxed on a garage. Janes Lowel |

(MC #166) was a bookseller with $5,000 i n stock and a house val ued at

$6, 000. Mason Di ckinson, (MC #170) was proprietor of the Gange Store and

al so the President of the Arherst Manufacturing ., with $10,000 i n stock and
a $6,500 house. Frank Thonpson, of Thonpson Sporting Gods owned a house

val ued at $6,750 and a garage (ML #176). Ernest Bolles, owner of Bolles shoe
store, had $1,000 i n stock and a house worth $6,450 (MC #180). His property
al so included a garage valued at $400, while the average for garages was $200.

Ednund Bangs (MC #163), plunber for Anherst College, was taxed $3800 for one
house, $3200 for a second house, $75 for a shop, and $200 for a garage.
Freeman Di cki nson (MC #920), nanager of the Gange Store and son of Mason

(continued)
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Di ckinson (ML #170), was assessed $8,500 for his Tudor Revival house.
Charles Tillson (MC #171), Assistant Superintendent of Buildings at Anmherst
College, was taxed $5,900 for his house and $500 for a garage of unusual size.

In sunmary, the residents on Lincoln and Sunset Avenues throughout the late
19th and first third of the 20th century were highly successful businessnen
and professionals. Residents were also enployed at one or occasionally both
colleges invarious capacities such as professors, instructors, scientists at
the Experimental Station, and nen responsible for maintaining the physical
structures of the colleges. Residents chose the Lincoln-Sunset area to be
close to their workplaces and to civic activities. They also chose the area
for itsnatural beauty. Homes were |arge and inpressive and had enough
acreage to create a sense of a privateretreat. Lincoln and Sunset Avenues
consciously appealed to those who could nost afford to live there.

Modern Period (since 1940)

In the 1940s and 1950s, smaller Colonial Revival residences were built on
several of the larger double lots. MNew construction responded to the housing

shortage in Amherst after World Vr |1, when retuming veterans were able to
use the G 1. Bill to pay for a higher education. Wth an increase in
enroll ment, nore faculty was hired, and they also needed housing. The

proximty to the University nade the Lincoln and Sunset Avenue nei ghborhood
particularly attractive.

Houses built after the war up to the present time exhibit a range of building
types. Anong these are 1 1/2-story late Colonial Revival capes, two-story,
central -entrance houses, and contractor-built, postwar housing. Although the
scale of these dwellings is dimnished, their sensitivesiting and consistency
of building material has allowed the contenporary infill to add a vitality to
this area.

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Historic archaeological remains previously described have the potential for
providing detailedinformationon the social, cultural and economi c patterns
that characterized a 19th and 20th century upper mddle class neighborhood
directly associated with at |east two nationally significant educational
institutions and several of Amherst Center's businesses and industries.
Structural remains my survive which could help reconstruct a poorly
docunent ed segnent of the district's early period of devel opment. Structural
remains can also help docunment |ater periods inthe district's growth which
are also poorly documented. These remmins my have originatedwith other
working class sgements of the district not represented by it smore conmon
upper mddle class menbers. Occupational related features associated with

(continued)
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existing buildings as well as those no |onger extant nay represent some of the
nore significant archaeological survivals within thedistrict. Careful

anal ysis of these features can provide detailed information on thelives of

the district's more affluent residents as well as servants who often worked

and lived i nthesane households. This information could provide valuable
insights into thelives of servants and t heconditions under which they lived,
particularly as theconstrasted totheupper mddle class.

(end)

9. MV(H BI BLI OGRAPH CAL REFERENCES
Primary Sources:

United States Census Bureau, Federal Census Schedules f or Amherst, 1790,
1840- 1910.

Amherst Town Directories. 1869, 1873, 1879, 1895, 1905.

Maps:

1833. Map of Amherst. Alonzo Gray and Charles B. Adans, Anmherst College, My,
1833, Bost on.

1854. Map of Hanmpshire County, M., Philadel phia, 1854.

1873. County Atlas of Heunpshire, Mi., New York, Beers.

Phot ographs i nt heJones Library Special Collection, Boltwood Room Amherst.

Secondary Sour ces:

American Architect, August 5, 1914, no. 2015, p. 106.

Anmherst Record, May 10, 1972.

Carpenter, Edward W and Charl es Morehouse. The History of t he Town of
Amher st, Anmherst, 1896.

Norton, Paul. Amherst: A Guide toits Architecture, Amherst, 1975.
Rand, Frank P. Anmherst, A Landmark of Light, Amherst, 1955.

(end)
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10. GG3RAPH CAL DATA
UM References (cont.):

zone easting northing

5) 18 703870 4693860
6) 18 703900 4693830
7) 18 703700 4693820
8) 18 703750 4693860
9) 18 703800 4693860
10) 18 703700 4694180
11) 18 703620 4694160
12) 18 703600 4694200
13) 18 703720 4694280
14) 18 703620 4694640
15) 18 703600 4694780
16) 18 703660 4694800
17) 18 703650 4694880

Verbal Boundary Description;
See attached Anherst Assessors Maps |1 C and 14A
Verbal Boundary Justification:

The district of Lincoln-Sunset i sbordered on theeast by the proposed
Prospect-Gayl ord National Register Historic District. [Its northern boundary
is several lots bel owFearing Street, drawn t o enconpass t he greatest
concentration of contributing historic buildings. The western boundary was
drawn on therear ot lines along Lincoln Avenue's western side toincludethe
large 19t hcentury estates, and extends west toinclude a portion of Sunset
Avenue, with several nore of theearly large estates. The southern boundary
ends two lots i nfrom Northanpton Road, a major east-west road dividingthe
residential area from Anherst College. The above boundaries were drawnt o
include thelargest concentration of historic resources fromthe original

Li ncol n-Sunset residential neighborhood (or as it was naned i ntheearly 20th
century: "M llionaires' Row'), one of Arherst'sfirst planned nei ghborhoods.

(end)
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MHG# Addr ess Historic Nane Style Date of Construction Resource Type GNC
177 245 Lincoln Frank Loom s House Colonial Revival ca. 1915 B e
gar age 20th c. B
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253 Lincoln Col onial Revival ca. 1930 B
C
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Decenber 28, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shul|:
Enclosed youwill find the following twonomnation forns:

Li ncol n-Sunset Historic District and Prospect-Gylord Historic District,
Amherst (Hanpshire County), Mssachusetts, 01002.

The nom nations have been voted eligible bytheState Review Board and have
been signed by theState Historic PreservationOfficer. QOaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded t heopportunityt o comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg cJ
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc:  Ann May, Chairperson, Anherst Historical Conm ssion
Bonni e Parsons, Pioneer Valley Planning Conm ssion
Elisa K Canpbell, Chairperson, Anrherst Board of Sel ectmen
Bonnie [fman. Director, Jones Library
Senator Stanl ey Rosenberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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