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The Michael Schaeffer house occupies a lot near the corner of Chandler 
and Eighth streets, some five blocks southeast of the central business dis­ 
trict. While the immediate neighborhood of the property remains denuded after 
a recent Urban Renewal project, revival of the historic Blackford's Grove 
district has begun just south of Chandler. Recent plans for reuse have 
brightened the future of this structure, now vacant and boarded 
for almost five years.

Number 118 East Chandler is an economical version of the Queen Anne and 
Eastlake popular with Evansvilie builders and clients near the end of the 
nineteenth century. Constructed of hard-burned red brick, the Schaeffer 
House is two stories tall and is surmounted by a black slate roof. Rough-hewn 
limestone bands demark watertable, sills, and lintels and decorate chimneys. 
Mouse-toothed and raised 'checkerboard' brick panels divide each story at 
window openings. A fragile-looking wooden porch features four slender col­ 
umns supporting an intricate cast-iron balcony. All windows are single-pane, 
double sash.

The plan of the house is basically rectangular, the major rooms arranged 
four over four. Three gables, however, surmount bays projecting from the 
principal mass of the building. On the facade, a section extends in advance 
of the entrance on the right side. In this section, a pair of narrow windows 
flank a central window on the first and second floors (art glass -- now in 
storage -- filled the first floor transom). The front gable's tympanum con­ 
tains a pair of shorter windows topped by an arched decorative brick panel. 
The other two gables project transversely above bays. The middle section of 
these side bays carries fireplaces and chimneys, both bearing recessed, cor­ 
belled brick panels. The roof's polygonal volumes reflect these various 
elaborations, and an attenuated Eastlake dormer rises above the entrance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Michael Schaeffer House represents a fairly typical late-nineteenth 
century middle class dwelling made additionally significant because of the 
destruction of its historic environment. Built in 1894 to house a bank cashier 
and his family, the building is a foursquare version of the flashy Queen Anne 
found frequently in the Riverside or Washington Avenue Historic Districts. The 
builder has depended upon varied massing and a simple decorative program using 
patterned brick to achieve the eclectically ornamented, picturesque quality of 
the Queen Anne. Schaeffer himself was a virtually unknown burgher. City di­ 
rectory data indicate that he was a rising clerk in a local bank before his 
untimely demise at the age of thirty-seven.

If not for the bulldozing of the neighborhood surrounding this building, 
the Schaeffer House would be just one more pivotal building in the Washington 
Avenue District (National Register Eligible/June 1978).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Micha?1 Schaeffer House is situated on part lots 
b-9-10 of Block 4 of ; the Sputhern Enlargement. Block 4 is bounded on the south 
by E. Chandler Avenue, on the north by Gum Street, on the east by S. Eighth Street, 
and on the west by S. Sixth Street. __________________________
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