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FORM NO. 

Town Georgetown 
0? 

Address 9 3 West M a i n S t r e e t 

Historic Name A d a m s - C l a r k e House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Orig ina l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 17 25 

Source P h v s l c a l e v i d e n c e 

S t y l e 1 s t P e r i o d c o r e / F e d e r a l v e r n a -
c u 1 a r e x t e r i o r 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings Garage _ i3f-p jQrh 

UlVi REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

Z E N 

19 / 336-340 / 4732-400 

Georgetown ipswich) 

1:25,000 

Major Alterations (with dates) E l l add G e c , 
r i g h t hand end, ca. 1800; rear 
a d d i t i o n , 19 70s. 

Condition Good 

Moved N o Date 

Acreage l ess than one acre 

S e t t i n g S u b u r b a n s t r e e t amid houses 

o f 1 9 t h and 2 0 t h c e n t u r v c o n s t r u ' 

t i o n d a t e . 

Recorded by Anne G r a d v 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date A u g u s t , 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Adams-Clark House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , 
design and workmanship i n i t s l a t e F i r s t Period frame which embodies 
d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under 
C r i t e r i o n C. The b u i l d i n g i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a large group of 
t r a n s i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s where decorative embellishment of the ej:posed 
frame becomes minimal, and forward-looking f i n i s h e s such as v e r t i c a l 
feather-edged sheathing appear. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Adams-Clark House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y , 5 bay wide, one room deep 
house w i t h a c. 1600 wing on the r i g h t side and l a t e r a d d i t i o n s to 
the rear. The house probably began as a s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e 
com.posed of the r i g h t hand rooms and chimney bay. Symmetrical 
f e n e s t r a t i o n , sash windows w i t h simple enframements, a c e n t r a l 
chimney and a pedimented doorway c h a r a c t e r i z e the clapboarded 
ext er i or. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are v i s i b l e on the right-hand rooms and lobby. 
I n the right-hand room, there i s a transverse hardwood summ.er beam 
w i t h f l a t chamfers and taper stops. I n the right-hand chamber, the 
exposed summ.er t i e beam i s unchamfered. There i s v e r t i c a l sheathing 
w i t h a deep feat h e r edge cn the f i r e p l a c e w a l l i n the chamber. The 
same deep-feather-edged sheathing i s found below the s o f f i t of the 
st a i r c a s e i n the lobby. 

Rocf framing i s of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s and common p u r l i n s . The c e l l a r 
under j u s t the r i g h t - h a n d room r e t a i n s a p o s s i b l y o r i g i n a l pucheon 
s t a i r c a s e . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The Adams-Clark house r e t a i r ^ a modest three run Second Period 
s t a i r c a s e w i t h closed s t r i n g e r and i n the l e f t - h a n d room, a f i r e p l a c e 
w a l l of r a i s e d - f i e l d paneling w i t h l a t e Second Period mantelpiece. 
The wing ro the r i g h t side has a d e l i c a t e Federal s t a i r c a s e and other 
t r i m of c. 1800. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house was probably b u i l t by Isaac Adams s h o r t l y a f t e r he 
purchased the p r o p e r t y i n 1715. I n the l a t e 18th century. Captain 
Benjamin'Adams, a Revolutionary War o f f i c e r who represented Rowley i n 
the General Court between 1778 and 1780 l i v e d i n the house. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 90000211 Date L i s t e d : 03/09/90 

Adams—Clarke House Essex MA 
Property Name County State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Neune 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination docvunentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or cunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
i n the nomination documentation. 

^ /<&^^^^^>^^^:l$^Xr^:^ ' 03/09/90 

0 sig'natureL^f the Keep^ Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Geographical Data; VBD 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or 
p r i n t e d one: the handwritten scale i s the ap p r o p r i a t e scale f o r 
the reduced map. 
This i n f o r m a t i o n has been confirmed w i t h Ann T a i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


