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Address 93 West Main Street

Historic Name Adams-Clarke House

Use: Present Residence

Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1725

Source Phvslcal evidence

core/Federal verna-
cular exterior

Style 1st Period

Architect Unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards

Outbuildings Garage __i3f-p  jQrh

Ell
rear

Magjor Alterations (with dates)
right hand end, ca. 1800;
addition, 19 70s.

addec |

Condition Good

Moved No Date

Acreage less than one acre

Setting Suburban street amid houses

of 19th and 20th centurv constru’
tion date.
Recorded by Anne Gradv

Organization Boston University

Date August, 1985
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Adanms-Cl ark House retains integrity of location, materials,
design and workmanship i nits late First Period frame which enbodies
distinctive characteristics of form and construction eligible under
Criterion C The building i1 srepresentative of a large group of
transitional structures where decorative embellishment of t heej:posed
frame beconmes minimal, and forward-looking finishes such as vertical
feather-edged sheathing appear.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Adams-Clark House i sa 2 1/2 story, 5 bay wide, one room deep
house with a c. 1600wing on theright side and later additions to
the rear. The house probably began as a single cell structure
composed of theright hand roons and chi mey bay. Symmetrical
fenestration, sash windows with simple enframements, a central
chimey and a pedi mented doorway characterize theclapboarded

ext er i or.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

First Period features arevisible on theright-hand rooms and | obby.
In theright-hand room there i sa transverse hardwood sunmer beam

with flat chamfers and taper stops. I ntheright-hand chanmber, t he
exposed sunmer tie beam i sunchanfered. There i svertical sheathing
with a deep feather edge cn thefireplace wall i nthechanmber. The
sane deep-feather-edged sheathing i sfound below t hesoffit of the
staircase i nthelobby.

Rocf framng i sof principal rafters and common purlins. The cellar
under just theright-hand room retains a possibly original pucheon
staircase.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The Adans-Cl ark house retair” a nodest three runSecond Period
staircase with closed stringer and i ntheleft-hand room a fireplace
wall of raised-field paneling with late Second Period mantelpiece.
The wing rotheright side has a delicate Federal staircase and other
trim of c. 1800.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON
The house was probably built by Isaac Adanms shortly after he
purchased theproperty i n1715. I nthelate 18th century. Captain

Benj am n' Adans, a Revolutionary War officer who represented Roweyi n
the General Court between 1778 and 1780 lived i nt hehouse.

Staple to Inventorv form at bott g
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NRI S Reference Nunber: 90000211 Date Listed: 03/ 09/ 90
Adams—l ar ke House Essex MA

Property Nane County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tipl e Neune

This property i slisted inthe National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with t heattached nom nation docvunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or cunendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included

in the nomnation documentation.

A [ KQNANNNSANNGAXE A 03/ 09/ 90

O sig natureL™f the Keep” Date of Action

Arended |Items in Nom nation:

Geographical Data; VBD

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typedor
printed one: the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for

the reduced map.

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHQ by

tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without attachment)
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