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The Brink-Wagner, built in 1904, is one of Pierre's most ornate and interesting
houses. It is a Queen Anne styled dwelling with an irregular gambrel roof, clapboard
and four types of shingles acting as siding, a variety of window shapes and sizes,
and a second story bow window with a conical top and finial.

This two story structure has a combination open and closed porch; it was completely
open until 1923 when the left or west facade was glassed in. The open portion has
small Doric pi]]ars supporting an arcade. These columns are grouped in threes at
the corners, in pairs elsewhere, and the rest on a three foot high cut stone base.
The rock material also appears on a wall that partially surrounds the dwelling and
is also the foundation.

The enclosed porch has glass paneling and uses muntin work. It is topped by half
round windows with fan-like division. Directly above this is a sma11er projection
that is used as a summer bedroom; it is screened in.

The dwelling's color combination is one of its highlights: white first floor, red
second, and green wood shingles. The overall design gives the viewer the feeling
that the house resembles a small steamboat of the sidewheeler variety.

The house openings also enhance the picturesque quality. A doorway that projects
outward has a central glass portion with transom. In the front facade's gambrel
end, a palladial window appears while a spherical and ocular ones are visable in
the other upper portions of the house. The right facade also has a bay window.
Lintels -and.slip.sills appear as all the openings surrounds; stained glass is also
apparent on some windows.

The interior has one of the best period interiors in the state. This includes a
mural ce1]1ng in the dining room, large china closet, a butler's pantry, early
birch trim in the parlor, oak and maple floors; and with all the proper furniture,
one gets a feeling of being in another time period. The only change the house has
is a small one room addition to the back, but it hardly hurts the home's striking
appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brink-Wagner House exteriorly and interiorly is one of Pierre's finest residences.
This 1904 house significantly contributes to the architecture of the capitol city.
Because of this, it should be placed on the National Register. .

Pierre, of course, is situated along the Missouri and perhaps the builder designed
the structure to resemble a sidewheel steamboat. This is because to many viewers,
it resembled that important transportation device of the nineteenth century.

Andrew C. Brink was one of the city's most prominent real estate men. He had the
house built in 1904 and 1ived there until his death in 1912. His family continued
to reside there until 1923 when Henry C. Wagner bought the house. lagner was the
owner of South Dakota's oldest automobile agency and his heirs owned it until 1965
when Wallace Curl, a Pierre educator, purchased the home.

Throughout all of its owners, the house has remained oné oF Pierre's best known
homes and truly a landmark.

The Brink-Wagner House was moved in early 1977; it was done to avoid demolition.

The house was the Tast residential structure in a prime commercial location. It

should be still placed on the National Register because of 1ts wel] preserved in-
terior and exterior appearance.
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