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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small town railroad depot, thought to have been built ca. 1885, remains
as the focal point in downtown Westminster, South Carolina. Rectangular in plan
(approximately 96' by 40'), this structure features a prominent hip roof with a
deep overhang, supported by large wooden brackets. This structure is wooden with
asbestos siding (ca. 1940) and wood trim. Opening to the exterior are four
double doors and four single, five-paneled doors. There are ten windows with
leaded diamond-shaped panes on the upper sashes and a single pane below. (On
the right side of the front facade there are also two small, four-paned windows,
which are later additions.) At the rear of the structure is a large three-
sectioned dormer window featuring diamond-shaped panes. Directly beneath this
dormer is a three-sectioned bay window. Above all the single doors and one of
the s1iding doors are transoms featuring the diamond-shaped panes.

An early 20th Century postcard of Westminster's depot shows that the structure
has undergone alterations during the 20th Century. Several windows on the left
side of the front facade have been removed; changes in door and window locations
have been made to the right side; and the placement of the interior chimneys
appears to have been altered. Within more recent times the roof has also been
reshingled. Despite these changes, however, the basic integrity of the design
remains.

To the left side of the structure is the loading platform which has been
enlarged.

Interior: The depot is a one-story structure which was originally divided into
four sections: two waiting rooms, a main office, and a large baggage and ware-
house space. These areas have recently been adapted for use as a community
meeting room, a library, and a community health center. Alterations and partitions
had to be made to the area which is now the health center in order to create
examination rooms, laboratories, etc.

Surroundings: The depot is located on an elevation, directly across from the
major business section of Main Street, Westminster, South Carolina. (Oldest
surviving citizens remember that the structure was moved approximately 100" in
1917, when double tracks were laid, but they say it was soon moved back to its
original position.) The grounds retain some of the original shrubbery and are
presently being landscaped by the Westminster Garden Club. The railroad tracks
are directly behind the station, but for safety purposes and compliance with
railroad regulations a 1ink fence has been erected between the tracks and station.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to tradition, the Westminster Depot was built ca. 1885. The
railroad was one of the princisﬂh reasons for the growth and development of
the town of Westminster (incorporated in 1875), and as a result, the railroad
station is one of the town's oldest buildings and has long been considered a
Tocal Tandmark. The station served as a gathering place and as a center of
activity for this small community (present population ca. 3000).
postcard and early photographs of the station support its position as a long-

time town landmark.

An early

With the general decline of the railroad in America, Westminster's rail
services were curtailed; the passenger service eventually being discontinued
about 1969. Recently threatened by demolition, the station was saved through
the efforts of the Westminster Garden Club, which recognized its importance to

the town's history and appearance.
both a visual and social focal point in Westminster.

Today the Westminster Depot again serves as
Its adaptive use as a

combination meeting room, community health center, and library make it once again

a vital center of the town.
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