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7. DESCRI PTI ON

The Carpenter Honestead property, also known as Osanmequin Farm
is an approximately 165-acre farm on thenorth side of Wal nut
Street, a narrow, mostly unpaved, "ancient and unaccepted way,"
in thenortheast section of Seekonk, Bristol County,
Massachusetts. |t includes a contributing four-building conmplex
of a farmhouse and three outbuildings, plus one noncontributing
house sited west of theconplex. Contributing structures
associated with theagricultural history of theproperty aretwo
wells, two stone-lined springs, stone walls, and a stone dam
There are three noncontributing structures: a tennis court north
of thebuilding conplex, a power |ine easenent at t he eastern
edge of theproperty, and a incinerator at thenortheast corner
of thehouse. The buildings and structures are surrounded by a
rural, agricultural setting of gardens, l|awns, neadows, pastures,
hay fields, woodlands, fresh water wetlands, streams, and ponds,
which arecrisscrossed by thestone walls and dirt cart paths.
The property i si nexcellent condition and i sstill farmed. The
boundaries describe a total of 166 acres i nthetowns of Seekonk
(113 acres) and Rehoboth (53 acres) that have comprised t he major
portion of theCarpenter Homestead farm since 1825 and with

m nor exceptions, since 1763.

The building conplex i sthecore of thefarm and i snorth of

Wal nut Street near t he southwest corner of theproperty. The
mai n house (ca. 1720 et seq.), thecenterpiece of the property,
is set back approximately 80 feet from Wal nut Street and faces
south totheroad. The house i sa 2 1/2-story, gable-on-hip-
roof, shingled structure with a slight second-story overhang, a
massive central chimey, and rear and side service ells.
Historic photographs docunent a series of changes tothe facade
in the 19t hcentury, and thehouse was substantiallyrenovatedi n
1939-1940. The renovations incorporated therestorationof

el ements shown i nhistoric views, carefully selected or designed
reused and interpretive elements characteristicof early 20th-
century Colonial Revival aesthetic, and functional updating.
Today t he house, now used as a rental property, reflects its
early 18th-century origin and the 20th-century period
restoration.

The three wood-frame, shingled outbuildings arelocated north and
east of t hehouse. The oldest section of the steep-gable-roof,
shingled barn (ca. 1720 et seq.) i sthecentral section,
constructed i ntwo phases; lateral additions were nade to the

(continued)
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east and west ends in the 18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries.
The 18th-century, gambrel-roof, shingled corncrib retains the

i mportant qualities of itsoriginal appearance, despite theca.
1940 greenhouse attached to the west side and 20th-century w ndow
in the north end. O value primarily for itsarchitecture and
supporting role in the farm conmplex, i t was noved a short
distance fromitsoriginal toitspresent location about 1940.
The newl ocation retains aclose physical relationshipwith the
other buildings. A small recreational skating house (early 20th-
century, former roadside stand noved here in 1940s) with an
integral porch is situated north of the house overlooking a pond.
The modest skating house is slightly separated from the main
conplex. Its importance began with itsrelocationto this site
and is derived from its association with the 1939/1940
restoration of the property.

The farmretains many structural andlandscape features
reflecting itsrural and agricultural past. Walnut Street runs
west - east between Prospect Street (approximately 300" t othe
west), Seekonk, andSalisbury Street, Rehoboth. East of the
Carpenter Honestead i t is unpaved and access is restricted. Dry-
laid stone walls loosely outline the area around the building
conplex onthe north, west, and south and define present and
former fields in the acreage to the north, west, and east. Qne
section of the wall that parallels Walnut Street bridges a stream
and has remmants of a possible control gate. | mmedi ately to the
south, anearth-and-stone damcarries Wal nut Street over the
stream creating a pond onthe south side of the road. The t wo
stone-lined wells are located within the basement of the house
and inside the southern end of the barn. Thetw stone-lined
springs are located adjacent t othe stream west of the houseand
in a wooded area in the eastern portion of the property.

Landscaping around the building complex dates mostly from the
1940s period of restorationand includes mature white pine trees,
a stone wall-enclosed flower garden, low terracing, shrubs, and
gravel drives leading to the main house and outbuildings. Water
and wetland features include extensive wetlands and a stream near
the center of the property that drain west into the larger stream
and fresh meadow near the western edge. This stream flows
northward into the headwater of the Runnins River. In addition,
there are four mannmade ponds. Thelandscape is gently rolling
and comprises alternatingwoodl ands and open fields in which hay
and Christmas trees are grown.

(continued)



%nge)!zorm 10-900-a OMB  Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet A o, o

Car pent er Honest ead
Seekonk/ Rehoboth (Bristol County)
Section nunber I Page J _ Massachusetts

The House - Architectural Devel opment and Historic Views

The early constructionsequence of the house is not clearly

understood. O the basis of architectural and historica
information, i tis thought to have been originally constructed
about 1720. Interpretations derived from physical framng

evidence revealed during the 1939-1940 restoration indicate that
it may have begun as a one- or two-story structure (the east
section) with the chimey near the west end and a rear |eanto.
This structure was |ater expanded to the west with an enlarged
chimey, and the rear was raised to two stories.

The earliest known view of the house is a sketch made from nenory
about 1790by Wi IliamBlanding, a Rehoboth resident who drew many
houses in the town. At that time, Seekonk was part of Rehoboth.
The sketch shows the south (front) and west elevations of a
rectangul ar house with a hip-on-gable roof, a center chimey, and
a symmetrically arranged five-bay facade. The center entrance

has a flat-top entablature and is flanked by pilasters. There
are three evenly spaced wi ndows on each level of the west
elevation and a single window in each gable peak. The drawing is

captioned with Blanding's conmments, "M. Asael Carpenter. This
house | used to pass, often, while in College and | know of one
only like it, and that is Col Thos. Carpenters, which i t
resembles in sonme respects and have not seen i tinnmore than 40
years." A note added by Blanding's niece states that he
revisited the house on 17 August 1848 and found that "the general
outline appeared the sane as forty years since." 1|n essence, the

sketch shows the main block of the house as i t appears today,
although the wi ndows of the south elevation are drawn as evenly
spaced rather than in the present grouped arrangement. (Note:
Col . Thomas Carpenter House, Bay State Road, Rehoboth,
Massachusetts; listed in the National Register as part of the
Rehoboth Multiple Resource Area, 1984.)

A late 19th-century sketch and photograph of the south and east
el evations corroborate the earlier sketch, but show alterations
to the main entrance and clearly show twelve-over-twelve double-
hung sash wi ndows, as well as providing information about
outbuildings and setting. These views reveal that the center
entrance had been replaced with a window, flanked by two narrow

entrances butted up to the grouped first-floor w ndows. The
overhang between the first and second floors isvisible, and a
gabl e-roof bul khead |eading to the cellar is located at the south
end of the east elevation. The outbuildingsillustrated include

(continued)
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a one-story, side-entrance, gable-roof barn directly north of the
house and a gambrel-roof corncrib, with a window i nthe east end
peak, behind the barn. To the east of the house are an end-
entrance, gable-roof barn and a gable-roof, open carriage shed.
The area i nfront of the house i s enclosed on the west, south,

and east by a stone wall that acts as a retaining wall. Three
stone steps i nthe south wall opposite the center of the house
lead to a grassed area planted with trees and shrubs. The drive,
east of the house, passes through a gate near the southeast

corner of the house.

By 1905, a photograph shows the house facade altered again i
Victorian manner. On the first floor, the two entrances and
wi ndows are replaced by a central entry and two flanking
polygonal bay wi ndows under an open hip-roof porch. O the
second floor, a pair of butted windows i s located above the
entrance. Al | windows appear to have been replaced with si x-
over-six doubl e-hungsash. Additions totherear of the house
consist of a one-story el | at the west end and a two-story el | at
the east end.

n a
the

The house retained this appearance, along with the conpl enent of
outbuildings and approxi mately 150 acres, until the property was
sold by the Carpenter family i n1939. The new owners, M. and
Ms. Beede, whose daughter now owns t he house, initiated a period
of substantial restoration i n 1939-1940. Blueline drawi ngs by
the restoration architect, Edwin Enmory Cull of Providence, and a
small collection of photographs i nthe possession of the owner
hel p docunment t he changes that occurred. The restoration effort
included the installation of nodern heating, plumbing, and
electrical systems, and a thorough, but sensitive restoration in
the manner of the best period Colonial Revival restorations to
return the house to i tscolonial appearance and enhancei t s
historic architectural qualities while accomodati ng nmodern
living and comfort needs. Restoration included the introduction
of ol dpaneling, wi ndow glass, and nails from other period
buildings, as well as reuse of elements from the house itself

New architectural features and floor plan revisions were designed
primarily by the architect, although some elements, including the
front (south) and east entrances and a wall cupboard on the
secgnd floor, were designed and fabricated by the owner, M.
Beede.

(continued)
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House - Present Appearance, Exterior

The primary distinguishingarchitectural characteristicsof the
farmhouse at the Carpenter Homestead are the spare rectangul ar
mai n wood-frame main block (41 feet long and 24 12 feet wide)
constructed ca. 1720, with a symmetrical front facade and an
encircling 2-inch-wide second-story overhang. The main block
rises from a drylaid fieldstone foundation to a prom nent gable-
on-hip roof topped with a broad brick central chimey. The
naturally weathered grey shingled walls extend from just above
ground level to the roof line. The roof is sheathed in asphalt
shingles and the chimey termnates in a brick stringcourse and
two parallel rows of four chimey pots, for each of the eight
flues. Narrow cornerboards, cornice, watertable, and a
stringcourse at the overhang outline the building's principa
form ~ The wi ndows, which are typically six-over-six double-hung
sash with plain surrounds (exceptions are discussed below), and
are framed directly into the overhang and the roof line. Al
trimis painted white. A series of one- and two-story additions
are attached to the north side, near the east end, and extend
eastward and- northward. A conplex of 19th- and 20th-century, 1-
and 2-story service el | extensions project from the rear
northeast corner of the main block.

The facade (south) is three bays wide with a regular arrangement
of openings: a wide center entrance flanked by two sets of
grouped wi ndows on the first story and three grouped w ndow
openings on the second story. The center entrance has fluted
pilasters and a flat molded entablature set into the
stringcourse. The double leaf door has raised panels, cross
bracing, and transoms. |t is surmounted by a butted pair of

wi ndows. This center bay is flanked on each floor by closely
spaced, paired windows. Only the outer groups of w ndows on the
second floor are original. The butted set was installed in the
late 19th century, and the entrance and first floor wi ndows were
built in 1939-1940 to restore the buildingto itsca. 1790
appearance. The wi ndows are trimmed with wood shutters painted
dark green, a feature which appears in several of the historic
views of the house.

The remaining elevations are each treated differently and, with
the exception of the west elevation, are not symmetrical
reflecting the original plan and modifications during the program
of the 1939-1940 restoration. At that time, the east el | was
expanded and the west rear el |l was relocated and attached to the

(continued)
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east rear ell. A long, narrowshed addition was also constructed
against theeast ell i nthe 1960s.

The west elevation i sthree bays wi de and has four evenly placed
wi ndows, with two on each floor. A single window i nt he exposed
gabl e peak lights theattic, and two horizontal three-light

wi ndows |ight thebasement. There appear t o have been no changes
during the 1939-1940 restoration, although one wi ndow on each
floor may have been renmoved prior tothelate 19t hcentury, as
docunmented i nthehistoric views.

The east elevation consists of themain block and a group of el |
extensions. The three-bay main block elevation i salmost fully
exposed and has (south tonorth) a window and entrance i n the
outer bays of thefirst floor and a single window and one set of
paired windows on t hesecond floor. The entrance installedi n
1939- 1940 has plain pilasters and a mol ded entablature with a
pulvinated frieze. Like thewest side, there i sa single attic
gable window. Three small casement basement wi ndows remodelled
in 1939-1940 are grouped i nthesouthern two bays andare
recessed partially below ground level. Other changes during the
1939-1940 restorationincluded theremoval of a fourth basement
wi ndow and two wi ndows on thefirst floor, which were replaced
with thepresent entrance.

The north elevation has received thenost changes throughout the
history of thehouse, reflecting various phases of its

devel opment. The western two-third section of themain block i s
exposed and contains eight-light casement wi ndows and french
doors installed i n1939-1940 following theremoval andrelocation
of a 1 1/2-story, gabled ell. O thefirst floor, two separated
sets of double leaf french doors lead into theliving room and
two adjoining sets of double leaf french doors lead into themin
hall. The second floor has a butted band of four double casement
wi ndows |ighting themaster dressing room The french doors open
onto a flagstone terrace, also dating from 1939-1940.

The el | extension conplex i scomprised of four sections.

Attached totheeast corner of thenorth elevationi sa 2 1/2-
story hip-roof el | with a gable-on-hip east end. The western
half (onebay on t hesouth and two bays on t henorth) was
constructed at this locationi nthelate 19t hcentury and rests
on a brick foundation. The 10-foot, one-bay, eastern half i sa
1939-1940 addition. The cellar bulkhead was noved from t he south
side of theol daddition, thechimey was relocated, and ol d

(continued)
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wi ndow sash from this el | and the smaller el | discussed bel ow
were reused. A bay windowwith french doors were added to the
west end of the ol der part, overlooking the north terrace. The
third sectionis a small, 1 3/4-story gabled service ell
originally built inthe 19th century at the west end of the north
el evation of the main house and noved to the north side of the
newly enlarged east el | in the 1939-1940 restoration. | t has
four windows on the north gable end, and the first floor of the
east side has been cut into form an entrance porch. The fourth
section is a long, 1-story, shed roof extension with small
single-pane casement and twelve-over-twelve wi ndows that was
built in the 1960s. A small hip-roof dormer is located at the
top of the roof slope. The el | sections built or nmoved in 1939-
1940 rest on poured concrete foundations. Al |l the ells are
sheathed i n weathered wood shingles with white trim and roofs
are covered in asphalt shingles.

House - Present Appearance, Interior

The interior plan of the main block is a slightly modified five-
room center-chimney arrangement. During the 1939-1940

restoration, floor boards were lifted and refastened and, i n sone
cases, matching wide pine boards from a house in Mddleborough
were installed. Five-panel doors on the first floor and four-

panel doors on the second floor with thumb |latches are the nost
common types and appear to be original to the house. Wndow trim
consists of simple moulded surrounds. Those on the side

el evations and the second floor front outer bays are |ikely
original; the remainder are restorations.

Like the exterior, the interior of the house has been recorded in
historic views. They include an undated (late 19th- or early

20th-century) photograph of the north hall fireplace. | t shows a
smal |l er firebox, cast iron cover, and simple plate molding above,
with wallpaper covering the wall. The 1939-1940 restoration

photographs show work i n progress. Copies of drawings, etchings,
a gouache, and a watercolor done by two notable local artists,

El l sworth and Wi IliamWodward, dating from between 1889 and
about 1900, are in the possession of the current owner. The nost
accurate appears to be a drawing/etching (ca. 1889) of the
basement fireplace, showing i tas i tappears today. A gouache
(1889) thought to be of the north hall fireplace and a watercolor
(ca. 1889) thought to be of the first floor southwest room (now
l'ibrary) differ from present appearances. |t i s not known

whet her the discrepancies are due to artistic license, poor

(continued)
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recollection, or thefact that they actually illustrate another
house.

The basement i s of particular interest, as i t contains perhaps
the oldest feature of t hehouse. The southeast side ofthe
chimey i scomprised of a large fieldstone fireplace (56 inches
high, 66 inches wide, and 32 inches deep) with a massive curved
stone lintel, an iron crane, and a 10-foot-long fieldstone
hearth. | t occupies thesoutheast portion of thefieldstone base
of thecentral brick chimey. The upper half of the right
(north) angled side i shrick, which continues tothenorth around
the bake oven. A well with a cylindrical brick walled top i s
located i nt hesoutheast corner of thecellar. This area has
brick paving, early beaded wood paneling brought i nfrom another
historic building, and exposed beans. The trim elements area
product of 20th-century restorations. The exposed frami ng
reveals a massive chimmey girt running from theeast plateto
intersect with themasonry at t heupper right (north) corner of
the firebox. A second perpendicul ar beam parallel toand spaced
approximately 2 feet from thefirebox intersects thefirst beam
Floor joists i nthesoutheast corner area defined by these beans
run east-west and ar e spaced 22 inches on center. The remaining
sections of t hebasement areunfinished, but theentire floor i s
brick. First-floor joists north of thechimey have been
replaced with dimension lumber, probably i n 1939-1940.

Oh thefirst floor, themain entrance hall on thesouth side has
a sweeping curved staircase with quarter turns at thebottom and
top, set against thechimey. | tnmost |ikely dates fromthe
period of late-19th-centuryVictorian alterations, althoughthe
turned balusters and posts arenoted as "new' on t he 1939-1940
restoration drawings. At theeast corner on thesouth exterior
wall, there i sa post that i sadjacent toone i ntheroomto the
east. There i sno post i nthewest corner of thehall. This
arrangement i sone of thefewcurrently visible framng evidences
that suggests sequential phases of construction.

The living roomruns thefull length of thewest side ofthe
house. Removal of thewall that originally created two roomns
took place i nthe 19t hcentury. The simple Federal mantel,
installed about 1800, has flat pilasters, a wide plain frieze
flanked by fluting, and a nolded and eared cornice. The room has
a simple molded chairrail and wi ndow trim and beaded nopboard,
along with beaded, encased posts at each of the four corners.
Doubl e doors enter therear hall and two sets of french doors

(continued)
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exit tothenorth terrace. Both were added i n 1939-1940.

The small southeast room wused as a library, has the earliest
intact fireplace wall treatment on thefirst floor of the house.
It has raised beveled paneling with cupboards above the fireplace
opening and on t heside, capped with a simple molded cornice.

The firebox facing and t hehearth aregrey marble, probably added
in thelate 19th-century. Bookshelves added duringthe
restoration line thesouth and east exterior walls. Posts are
located i nal | but thenorthwest corner against the chimey.

The great hall occupies thenorth-central and north-east portion
of thefirst floor, extending fromtheliving roomtotheside
entrance. |tswest end contains thebrick fireplace (42 inches
hi gh and 60 inches wide) and bake oven (left of the fireplace),
with a brownstone hearth, al | set i na paneled recess. The
opposite wall has three sets of french doors |leadingto the
terrace. The 6-inch ceiling beans ar e exposed, and t heroomi s
sheathed with 12-inch-wide, raised, beveled and beaded pine
paneling. Sone of thepaneling i sthought tobe original, and
sonme was removed from a house i nlpswich and installed here i n
1939-1940. I ntheeast half of theroom thenorth wall i s
broken up by a low-arch vestibule tothedining roomand by a
staircase, both of which areactually located withinthe

footprint of theell. The staircase, a straight runwith quarter
turns and | andings at thebottom and t op (1939-1940), has
delicate turned balusters and posts. A small, wood-panel ed

bat hroom i slocated off thelower landing, also i ntheell.

The first floor of theel lcontains, i ntheoldest section, the
fairly simple dining room trimmed with a dentilated chairrail
and crown mol ding. |t sfeatures, which date from 1939-1940,

include a bay window with french doors at thewest end. The
newer sections aredivided into thekitchen, pantry, and maids’
service spaces. The stairway |leading tothebasenment i s under
the rear staircase and i sentered i na | owarched vestibule
bet ween t hedining roomand t hegreat hall.

O t hesecond floor of themin block, thesoutheast and

sout hwest roonms, used as bedrooms, preserve many original
features. The typical original doors have four panels, raised on
one side, wrought iron L hinges, and Norfolk thunb |atches.

The southeast room has a simple wood-panel mantel surround
comprised of an overmantel cupboard with twelve-light, doors and

(continued)
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a side cupboard. I nthelate 19t hcentury, thefirebox facing
and hearth were sheathed i ngrey marble. | nthesouthwest room
the simple fireplace i sangled i nthenortheast corner, with a
panel ed overmantel. To theright (south) i sa recessed cupboard
with a carved shell-motif top, built by M. Beede. Raised
paneling covers thearea between t hecupboard and t hehall door.
A slight shift i nthealignment of theinterior wall adjacent to
the front hall door indicates that modificationmay have occurred
in this area.

The remaining sections of thesecond floor exhibit further
changes nmade i n 1939-1940. The northwest room i s a bathroom as
is thearea east of thechimey. The area directly north ofthe
chimey contains themaster dressing room with a recess
indicating theprobable location of a former fireplace, although
the firebox i srenoved or covered over. The northeast corner of
the main block i staken up by therear hall, and like the first
floor i sopen totherear stair and extends into theel | section.
Little remains of original finishes i nthese roons, but framng
posts arevisible i nseveral locations. The attic i sreached by
enclosed stairs from thehall which runagainst the chimey.

The el | extensions arelaid out with rooms set on both sides of a
narrow center hall corridor that angles back through the ells.
The roons have plain finishes.

The attic of themain block i sunfinished, revealing the parged
brick chimmey and theintricate timber framng of the hip-on-
gable roof. The attic space extends into that of the2 1/2-story
ell, where the 1939-1940 addition i sclearly apparent.

Out buil dings

The timber frame, wood shingled, gable-roof barn |ocated east of
the house i soriented west-east and was constructed i nat |east
five distinct sections. The central section i stheoldest andi s
thought t o be contemporary with thefirst construction phase of

the house, ca. 1720. 1t i sa three-bay, side opening, center
aisle English barn with no basement. Measuring approximately 30
feet long and 24 feet wide, i trests on a lowdrylaid fieldstone

foundation and has a steeply pitched gable roof constructed of
pegged rafters, ridge pole, purlins, andvertical board
sheathing. Dimensions and pitch suggest that i t may have
originally been thatched. |'tscentral-bay threshing floor i s
entered via a full-height, double-slider door opening onthe

(continued)



gF:g%)Form 10-900-a OMB ApprovalNo.  1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet A A

Car pent er Honest ead
Seekonk/ Rehoboth (Bristol County)
Section nunber Z  Page-JJ Massachusetts

south side (enlarged from original) and a smaller double-slider
opening of original scale, but with later doors, on thenorth
side. The west bay contains theenclosed livestock stalls with
hay now above, and t he east bay i sopen totheroof, as i t nost
likely was originally, for storage of loose hay.

At therear (north), wunder thewest sectioni sa |lowmnure pit,
accessed through a break i nthefoundation. The three western
bents which define thestructure have two-story, shoul dered
posts, cross bracing at theplate line, and originally hadtwo
sets of collar tiebeans i ntheroof framng. The upper set was
removed i nthelate 19thcentury toallownmovenent of thehay
hoist, but theridge pole remains. New t i e beans have been added
in the20th century for reinforcement.

The east wall of theeasternmost bent was apparently rebuilt when
the east addition was added (seebelow). On each side, a new
post was installed and theoriginal shouldered posts were reused
as plates i ntheeast bay of theoriginal structure. The west
wall of thestructure below theroof plate, with vertical
planking and- hand-riven shingles, still exists and i svisiblein
the extension tothe west.

The second phase of constructionoccurred ca. 1760, whent he
original barn was enlarged with a three-bay structure of
approximately t he same dimensions totheeast. |t follows the
sane south wall and roof lines, but i sextended totherear
(north) by a leanto. The framng i nthis sectioni ssimlar, but
the post shoulders aregently, rather than sharply, angled. As
in theearlier section, theroof has been reinforced with
sleepers following theremoval of collar beans. The |eanto was
either included i ntheoriginal constructionor added soon
afterwards. The space i nthis sectioni snow completely open and
is used tostore hay and farm equi pment. The entrance I si n the
center bay on thesouth side, through double-slider doors with a

transom above. I nthenorthwest angle created by the original
structure and theleanto i sa small, shed-roof privy constructed
in thelate 19t hcentury. |t i saccessible only from outsidethe

barn on thenorth side.

The third major period of constructiontook place i nthe late
19th century, with a three-bay, west extension tothe original
structure. Again thegeneral footprint, size, and roof line of
the original barn were repeated. The addition i snoticeable as a
slight break i ntheroof slope on thesouth side and as a slight

(continued)
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projection on the north side. The framng is of nore uniform

di mensi on, sawn |umber, and the structural systemrelies on the
massive, braced, tie beans at the cornice line, leaving the upper
roof area open for the hay hoist. There are three six-over-six
wi ndows in the west end and a central door, now with an overhead
garage door, in the south central bay. This section rests in a
fieldstone foundation and has a small one-story open shed
extension on the west side.

The shingled east section of the barn was standing in 1939-1940
and was constructed in several phases from the early to late 19th

century. Fram ng is both post-and-beam and di mensional sawn
lumber. The low-pitch gable roof appears to have been rebuilt,
perhaps in the late 19th century. The west section is currently
a single open space. The eastern section contains a horse stall
towards the rear and a drylaid stone-lined well, approximately 20
feet deep, in the northeast corner of the building. 1In the md-

to late 20th century, changes included a concrete pad foundation
and both sliding glass doors and an overhead garage door on the

south side. I'ts footprint extends north-south from the south
wall line of the older sections to the north wall line of the
| eanto.

Located a short distance northeast of the house, the corncrib is

a small, rectangular building with a steep gambrel roof and
splayed side walls, which appears to have been built in the 18th
century. As shown in early views, i tws originally located

north of the house with itsroof ridge oriented east-west.

During the 1939-1940 restoration, i t ws noved approxi mately 50
feet to the northeast and was turned 90 degrees. A smal
greenhouse, now partially dismantled, was constructed on the west
side. Resting on a low concrete pad foundation, the heavy
timber framng is sheathed in weathered wood, hand-split

shingles, possibly reused from another dismantled structure. The
mai n entrance is through a door on the south side, and six-over-
six wi ndow sash at either end |ight the second level. M nor
alterations include a door cut into the greenhouse, a large

wi ndow on the north side overlooking the pond, and an exterior,
narrow, brick chimey on the north side. Although i t has been
noved a short distance fromitsoriginal location, the corncrib
remains a contributing building for itsearly architecture and
construction and due to the somewhat |esser role i tplays in the
conplex relative to the house and barn.

(continued)
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The small, 1-story, 1-bay deep, horizontal-flushboard-sheathed
skating house building is sited north of the house on the west
side of the pond. It has a gable roof, large windows flanking a
central door, and a porch, integral with the roof slope, across
the east front. | t was originally constructed as a roadside
stand at another location in town (exact site not known) and had
hi nged wood coverings for the unglazed display openings. About
1940, i twas noved here and mnor modificationswere nmade,

including the addition of glazed sash to the display openings.
It was used as a shelter for summer swinmmng and winter skating
activities. | t achieves significance only for itsrole in the
history of the Carpenter Homestead and the property restoration
of 1949-1940, and is therefore considered to be a contributing
building

Structures
There are two i

nterior, drylaid stone wells on the property, both
| ocated within bui
|

t
uildings. The one located in the basement of the
house nost |ikely dates from the 18th century, and the one inside
the east end. of the barn nost likely dates from the 19th century.
An exterior well-like structure near the northeast corner of the
house, topped with a circular, drylaid stone wall, is actually an
incinerator, dating from after 1939-1940

The property also contains two stone lined springs that date from
the 18th or 19th century. Both are low semi-circular dry-1laid
stone structures approximately three feet across, from which

water emerges from the ground and flows west. (he is |ocated
approximately 150 feet almost due west from the house on the edge
of the fresh neadow and flows into the major stream  The other

is inwoodland east of the hay fields, inthe east-central part

of the farm |t creates a smaller stream that flows west for
approximately 2,000 feet to join the major stream

The southwest corner of the nomnated property i s marked by a dam
under Wal nut Street where the stream crosses, and a small pond is
created on the south side. The low, dry-laid stone and earthen’
dam i s thought to have been constructed in the 18th century and
was used to control water flow for field irrigation into the 20th
century. It is approximately 40 feet wide and 100 feet long and
is excellently maintained

The 18th and 19th century stone walls on the farm are important
| and use features. They surround the buildings on the south,

(continued)
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west, and north and outline fields and former fields that are now
in woodl and i nother parts of theproperty. The walls

i mmedi ately north of thehouse and along Wal nut Street are
particularly fine. They are approximately two feet wi de and
three feet tall, constructed of mostly tabular stones. Walls i n
nore peripheral parts of theproperty tend tobe |ower and |ess
crisp i nappearance; they have probably not been as well

mai ntai ned. The wall that runs i nfront of thehouse serves as a
retaining wall for thefront lawn and has a set of three stone
steps i nline with thefront entrance.

Setting

The evocative historical qualities of thehouse aregreatly
enhanced by itsrestful, secluded rural and agricultural setting.
The house i s surrounded by open |awns dotted with mature pine and
deci duous trees on thesouth (front) and north (rear).

I mmedi ately west of thehouse, between thehouse and t hecart
path, a landscaped woodl and knoll holds theremants of a 1940s
terraced garden. East of thehouse, a circulation pattern of
dirt drives forms thedriveway, parking area, and connectors to
the corncrib and barn. A |lowwalled perennial garden and a small
vegetabl e garden and fruit tree orchard arelocated east ofthe
house. The perennial garden, and probably theknoll as well,
were designed by a locally well-known Providence |andscape
ﬂesigner, Lydia Jastram after the 1939-1940 restoration ofthe
ouse.

The agricultural |andscape contains five major open areas, four
hay fields and thefresh neadow of the major stream that are
interspersed with woodl ands and dotted with wetlands. The soils
are generally heavy and poorly drained. Much of thelandi s
classified as wetland or i sotherwise unsuitablefor
construction. Historically, these conditions required constant
mai nt enance of drainage features, primarily thestreams and nore
recently theponds, and for thelast one hundred years have
restricted crop cultivation primarily tohay.

West of t he house, beyond theknoll and cart path, i sthe wide

fresh meadow of t hemajor stream that flows totheRunnins River.
West of the stream at thenortheast corner of the intersection
of Wal nut Street and Prospect Street, there i sa large hay field.
It contains thenoncontributing house at its south end. North of
the house, thenorth lawn stretches out fromtheterrace t o stone
walls on t hewest and north, and a fence on t he east. I nthe

(continued)
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woodl and area beyond the north wall, there is a tennis court and
the skating house on the east edge overlooking the north-south,
oval pond created in 1939/1940. This woodl and extends to the
north property boundary and once contained nunerous cedar trees,
of which sone still stand. Behind (north of) the corncrib and
barn, the open quality of the north lawn continues as a field
rimmng the south and east sides of the pond. North and east of
the lawn and field, the land contains a |arge woodland tract
which extends into the town of Rehoboth. Three |arge, open
expanses of hay fields are north and east of the barn. This
woodl and/ hay field area contains three ponds created within the
last ten years to drain the fields. The ponds provide excell ent
habitat for a variety of birds and other wildlife

The land on the south side of Walnut Street, which is not
historically associated with the Carpenter Honmestead, is
characterized by a similar open and wooded |andscape and is
currently under the same ownership as the Carpenter Honestead.
It contains a 1l-story 1960s house, screened by vegetation, that
is occupied by the ownersv

Noncontributing Elements

e building, three structures, and three sites do not contribute
to the history and significanceof the Carpenter Honestead,
although inno case do they severely detract from the important
visual and physical qualities of the property. The house is a 2
1/2-story, woodframe house constructed ca. 1985 in the hay field
at the corner of Walnut and Prospect Streets. |t has neocol onial
design elements and was built to house the farmer in charge of
running the farm

The tennis court north of the house is screened by woodland and
is barely visible. The high tension wire powerline in the wooded
eastern section of the property is not visible from the house or
the hay fields east of the house. The incinerator is located at
the northeast corner of the house. There are also three nmannade
ponds from ca. 1980/1990

Archaeol ogical Description
While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the
Carpenter Honestead, l|ocational characteristics of the property

and known sites elsewhere along the Runnins River drainage
indicate sites my be present. Two sites are recorded in the

(continued)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable Nationai Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

« A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

13 B removed from its original location.(~Q'A'ANAY

e C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

e E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

* F a commemorative property.

e G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibiiography

Bristol County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE
ARCHTTFCTURF

Period of Significance

Significant Dates
Cfl. 1720
19 39-1940

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Edwin Emory Cull (1939-19W)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
Bl State Historic Preservation Office

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

e Other State agency
« Federal agency
e Local government
Q University
a Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical
Present Ganer

Comm ssi on
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 166 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 LLI2) 1310i913i4i0l ki6l 3i513iliol 3 [1L9} 13108 7i6iQ 14id 39 3isiol
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 LLL2J 1310i912i5iQl ki 6l 3i 5l 3iQi ol 4 11i9l1 13lOsl3iliol i4ie6l3is1kiol

[XI See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
Virgina H. Adatris, Senior Architectural Historian/Archaeologist, HAL
nameftite with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, HHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July, 1993
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city ortown  Boston state zip code Q~AHA

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Anne B. Jencks
street & number 83 Ualnut Strppt telephone

city or town  Seekonk state MA zip code QAW

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef sec?)).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics of

the property include level to moderately sloping terraces and
knolls in close proximity to several springs, streams and wetland
which indicate favorable locational criteria for Native
subsistence and settlement activities. Major drainage in the
area i s through two streams, two springs and wetland which flow
northward to the headwaters of the Runnins River which then
generally flows south to the Barrington River and Narragansett

Bay. Several prehistoric sites have been recorded throughout
that drainage. G ven the above information, the size of the
homest ead (166 acres) and I[imted devel opment, a high potentia

exists for recovering prehistoric resources.

There is also a high potential for the recovery of significant
historic period resources on the Carpenter Honestead. Structural
remains from outbuildings indicated by foundations shown in
historic views of the property my survive as well as structural
remains from portions of the house which have been renoved and/or
relocated. Structural remains my survive from the original site
of the 18th century corn crib originally located north of the
house, the 1 12 story gabled el | which was removed and
relocated, the cellar bulkhead which were renoved from the south
side of the old addition and a chimey which was also relocated
Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and
sheet refuse also likely survive related to 18th through 20th
century residential and agricultural use of the homestead.

(end)
8. STATEMENT COF Sl GNI FI CANCE

The Carpenter Homestead, which is centered on one of the ol dest
and best preserved houses in Seekonk, possesses multiple areas of
significance. The house, built ca. 1720, is notable
architecturally as an early exanmple of Colonial domestic
architecture augmented by a relatively unusual roof form forits
organic devel opment in the 19th and early 20th centuries, and for
the excellent quality of the 1939-1940 Col onial Revival period
restorations. Additionally, i thas an unusual conplenent of 18th
century agricultural outbuildings, also carefully restored in
1939- 1940. The buildings are set in an excellently preserved
rural agricultural setting that retains several early site
features including interior wells, springs, 18th and 19th century
stone walls, an 18th century stone dam and the overprint of
earlier land use divisions. Historically, the property derives

(continued)
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it primary significance from it snmore than 200-year associ ation
with the Carpenter famly, a notable local family. Individuals
of succeeding generations who owned and occupied the property in
the 18th and 19th centuries had an enduring and central role in
the mai ntenance of official town records and the devel opment of

the community. In the areas of art and architecture, the house
is important as the best known and docunmented restoration project
by a well-known local restoration architect, Edwin Enmory Cull, in

the early 20th century. Also of note is the associationwith two
menbers of the Carpenter famly who were influential artists in
art education and the Arts and Crafts novenment at the end of the
19th century, Williamand ElIlsworthWodward. The Carpenter
Honmestead thus retains integrity of location, design, setting
materials, workmanship, feeling, and associationand satisfies
Criteria A and G as well as Criteria Consideration B of the
National Register of Historic Places at the local [level

The Land

The town of Seekonk is a suburban community on the
Massachusetts/ Rhode |sland border initially settled by Europeans

beginning about 1643. Homest eadi ng spread out from the village
center in O d Rehoboth, at present-day Newran's Corner, East
Providence, Rhode Island. Walker Street, located several miles
east of the village node, was part of early network of Ilocal
roads and may have originally been a Native American trail. |t
is likely that the Carpenter Honestead |ands were part of an

initial grant. Seekonk incorporatedas a separate town out of
Rehoboth in 1812, and lost half itsterritory and most of its
industry when East Providence was created out of the west side of
town in 1862. Seekonk remained primarily agricultural into the
20th century, when electric trolley lines and then the automobile
supported trends towards suburbanization which continue today.

The Carpenter Homestead |ands have been farmed nearly
continuously for over 200 years.

Carpenter Family

Bet ween ca. 1720 and 1939, the Carpenter Homestead property was
passed down through five successive generations of the Carpenter
fam |y, whose nenbers were anong the earliest and nost prom nent
settlers in Rehoboth. The history of the Carpenter Homestead i s
traced back to the first quarter century of renewed settl ement
following cessation of regional conflicts between the European
settlers and the local Native American Wanpanoag | ndians i n 1676.

(continued)
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Fromt he founding of thetown until well into the 19thcentury,
menbers of this branch of the Carpenter family served t he
community i nmany capacities, as record keepers, land surveyors,
and elected representatives.

The branches of theCarpenter famly i nt he Rehoboth and Seekonk
area ar e descended from William Carpenter [ 1] (1605-1659), who
was born i nEngland and cane on theship Beris tothecolonies,
where he was admitted as a freeman of Weynouth on May 13, 1640.
About 1643, he joined with a group of 58 Weynouth men t o
establish a new settlement at Rehoboth and ranked tenth i n the
division of lands. Hi s house was built at thetown center, known
as "The Ring of the Town". Carpenter was apparently educated,
and town recordkeeping initiated under hi stenure as the first
proprietor's clerk from 1643 until hi sdeath. I nhis will, he
bequeathed his biblical, Latin, Hebrew, and Greek texts to his
son William Carpenter [2], along with a horse, a quantityof
cotton wool, and five pounds i nsugar or wanpum The latter item
reflects theeconomc system based primarily on exchange of goods
and services rather than currency during this early period, as
well as t heimportance of trade with theNative Americans. The
horme | ot and house were left toWIlliams [1] wife Abigail and
son Samuel. W lliam [2] (1631-1703) had already received |and on
which he had built a house, approximately one-half mile east of
"The Ring".

Wi lliam Carpenter [2] married Priscilla Bennett i nl1651and
continued his father'srole as town clerk, after a brief hiatus,
from 1668 until hi sdeath. He also served as a deputy to the
general court at Plymouth. Upon his death, a son, Daniel
Carpenter [1] (1669-?) carried on as clerk until 1730. No will
or probate inventory has been found for Daniel [1].

The Carpenter Honmestead i sthought t o have been constructed about
1720 by Daniel Carpenter [2] (1695-1763), a son of Dani el
Carpenter [1]. The barn also dates from this period. According
to theCarpenter geneology, Daniel [2] continued thefamily's
role as important local citizens, holding during his lifetime
nearly al | theimportant offices i nthetown, as well as being a
Captain and a Colonel i nthemilitia. Hiswill, dated 1763,
indicates that he was a relatively prosperous farmer and that he
had extensive land holdings i nRehoboth, plus other farms and
coastal marsh lands i ntheregion and at Fort Dummer. His
dwelling house and 150 acres of land, along with other Iands,
wearing apparel, farm equipment, surveying equipment, and

(continued)
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livestock, were left to his son Asahel Carpenter. To his wife
Susanna, he set aside the west end of the house, as divided by

the middle of chimey in the back room and the northwest

bedroom along with doorway, |ower well, and yard privileges

She also received a fenced garden east of the house and one-third
of the orchard west of the house, as well as furniture, a cow,

foodstuffs, and firewood. The will thus provides the earliest
description of at least a portion of the house and it senvirons.
It also contains the first known mention of the "long danf (so

called), which seens to refer to the dam over Walnut Street

Asahel Carpenter (1731-1809) was remenbered as a wealthy,
socially prom nent, honest, and industrious farmer. H served as
the county surveyor and may have constructed the corncrib. Upon
his death, the homestead passed to his son Wboster Carpenter
reserving the west chanber and the south and northwest bedroons
above, along with customary privileges, for his wife and several
unmarried daughters. Specifically mentioned are the several
doors and staircases |eading to "their places," the cellar and
cellar kitchen and well, the back kitchen and ovens, and the
garret. Wboster also received menbership rights to the
Providence Library and a china clock i n exchange for paying the
salary of the minister of the Rehoboth first precinct
Congregationalist Society, until such time as the town provided
salary through taxation. Asahel also owned a grant in Royalston
which went to his son M les Carpenter, and lands i n Ohio and
Savoy, Massachusetts.

Wooster Carpenter (1777-1858) was also a farmer who served in
several town office capacities in the decades following the

creation of the town of Seekonk in 1812. I n addition, he
represented Seekonk i n the Massachusetts Legislature from 1829 to
1831.

The style of the Federal period west room (now living room

chi mey mantel suggests i twas installed either by Asahel or
Woost er Carpenter. Another recorded change to the house my also
have occured in this period, although the exact date i s unknown.
The reconfiguring of the front of the house and replacement of
the single central entries with a wi ndow flanked by two entries
(shown i n historic views) probably reflected the fact that
several generations were residing in the house. Asahel's wil
al so suggests there my have been a separate entrance and
staircase for the west portion of the house. | f so, this mght
explain the reason for the subsequent restructuring of the front

(continued)
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staircase i nthelate 19t hcentury, as well as thepresence of a
fireplace reported t o have been found i nthesouth wall ofthe
chi mey halfway down thestairs during early-20th century

restoration work. | nany case, thechanges tothehouse arean
i mportant record of theuse of domestic space linked to the
fami lial structure and way of life of a fairly prosperous farmng

family i nthe 19t hcentury.

In 1858, at Wboster Carpenter's death, thehomestead passedto
Wooster's son Horatio Carpenter (1833-?), who was t he Seekonk
Representative totheGeneral Assenbly i n1891. At the end of
the 19t hcentury, theproperty passed from Horatio tohi s son,
Horatio Miles Carpenter (1865-7). | t was nmost |ikely under
ownership of Horatio M les Carpenter that thefront of the house
was remodelled with a central doorway, flanking bay wi ndows, and
a front porch, and that therear northeast wing was added.

The nature of theagricultural activities undertaken bythe
Carpenters can be inferred from primary documents, secondary
sources, and close reading of thephysical landscape. They were
probably fairly consistent throughout the 18t hand 19th
centuries. Despite changes tothebuildings and their i mmediate
environs i nthesecond quarter of the20th century, theproperty
continues toreflect this legacy into the 20th century of nore
than 200 years of continuous farmng by one famly. By theearly
19th century, and probably much earlier, as documented i nan
early 19t hcentury map, Iands south of thehouse and west ofthe
house along thestream were cleared and lands north and east were
partially maintained as woodlands. This basic pattern of |and
use i sstill apparent today. Li ke many New England families, the
Carpenters' farm production was varied and nost |ikely geared
primarily for family consumption. The generally poorly drained
and rocky land was, however, relatively unsuited for extensive
field crop agriculture. Famly investments i n western
settlements were partly an insurance for providing |and and
livelihood for future generations.

Livestock included oxen and horses for transportation, hauling,'
tilling, and harvesting. Sheep provided wool for clothing and
mutton for thetable. M lk cows and cattle provided milk and
beef . Fruit was grown i ntheorchard west of thehouse, and
gardens were located nearby. Indian corn and hay were |likely the
two maj or crops grown i nthefields surrounding the house.
Meadows along thestreams were used both for grazing animals and
growing hay, and t he stream flow controlled seasonallyfor

(continued)
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flooding and draining. Extensive woodlands provided raw materi al
for construction and firewood for heating and cooking. The
presence of the surface water stream mannade ponds, and marshes
were also a necessary and valuable resource. As was common
practice, the buildings formed a tight group of structures that
functioned to shelter people and animals and provided facilities
for the storage of farm produce and for processing.

About 1930, the property passed from Horatio Miles to one of his
sons, George Carpenter (1893-?). George Carpenter was primarily
a real estate and insurance agent who operated the famly farm as
a gentleman farmer with the assistance of other family nenbers
living nearby. He married Grace Balch, but as they had no
children, the tradition of multiple generations of Carpenter

fam lies residing inthe house came to a close. The ol dest
living nephew of George Carpenter, Francis Carpenter (born 1908)
recalls some of the activities surrounding the farm although he

never |ived there. Farmng activities focused on growi ng hay
much of which was sold to Runford Chem cal Works i n East
Providence for it shorses. I'nreturn, horse manure was supplied
to fertilize the fields. Hay was also sold to local fruit and

vegetable truck farmers for use as mulch, particularly for
strawberries, a speciality of the expanding Portuguese population
in the area. Wod for firewood and |umber was also harvested
from the woodl ands by hired choppers. A few livestock were kept,
including a handful of cattle and four or five work horses for
mowi ng and carting hay. A regular schedule of hand digging of

the natural stream known as the "big ditch" and the "little
ditch," helped keep the stream bed clear and maintain the
fertility of the primary hayfield northwest of the house.

Al t hough by this time the Carpenters had receded from centra
involvement with town affairs, their continuous |egacy i n town
and regional history was marked by the fact that the origina

deed from King Philip to the proprietors of Rehoboth i n 1640,
along with many town records, remained in the Carpenter Homestead
for nearly 200 years. The King Philip deed was given by George
Carpenter to the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University,
and other records were later dispersed to the Carpenter Miseumi n
Rehoboth and el sewhere.

Wlliam Whodward and Ellsworth Wodward

In the late 19th century, the house was drawn and painted by two
local artists of Carpenter descent who nade notable contributions

(continued)
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to art education and the devel opment of the American Arts and
Crafts novement in the early 20th century. Wooster Carpenter's
second child, Mary Carpenter (born 1823), married Erastus
Woodward, a farmer whose family gave it snane to Wwodward Street,
one-quarter mile north of Walnut Street. Their children included
W lliam Wodward (1859-1939) and EIlsworth Woodward (1861-1939)
both of whomwere born in this house and attended the Rhode
Island School of Design. For nmost of their professional careers,
beginning about 1884, they were associated with Tulane University
and the Newconb Pottery, considered one of the five nost

i mportant early-20th century art potteries in the United States.
W lliam taught painting and drawing at Tulane and hel ped found
the architecture school. Ellsworthwas instrumental in the
creation of the art school and served as itsfirst director from
1887 to 1930, as well as teaching. Wth the assistance of the
Decorative Art League for Wonen, the two brothers were largely
responsible for the devel opment and national recognitionof the
Newconb Pottery. Newconb Pottery was awarded a bronze medal at
the 1900 Pan American Exposition, a gold medal at the Knoxville
World's Fair in 1913, and a silver medal at the San Francisco
World's Fair in 1915.

William and Ell sworth Wodward' s drawings and paintings of the
interior of their grandparents' house were done between 1889 and
about 1900. While they are most well known for their

accompli shments in the south, the brothers provided valuable
visual records of the Carpenter Homestead at the end of the 19th
century.

Beedes and Edwi n Enory Cul

G April 20, 1939, for the first time in over 200 years, the
property was sold and passed out of Carpenter famly ownership
when i twas purchased by Virginia S Beede, wife of Robert S
Beede, of Providence, from George H and Grace B Carpenter. The
deed of transfer describes the property as Ilying on the north
side of Walnut Street and the east side of Prospect Street,

partly in Seekonk and partly i n Rehoboth, and comprising, with

m nor exceptions predating 1825 the same prem ses devised in the
third clause of the will of Daniel Carpenter to his son Asahe
Carpenter, March 1, 1763.

The early 20th century history of the property and the ownership
transfer reflect the shift away from agriculture to
suburbani zation at that time, when Seekonk was developing as a

(continued)
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desireable residential community for the nearby urban areas of
Provi dence, Rhode Island and Attleboro. Many ol d farms were
bought and renovated as country homes during this period. This

phase of the Carpenter Homestead history has importance in the
quality of design and craftsmanship brought to the renovation
project by the new owners and their selected architect, Edw n
Enmory Cull of Providence, an architect noted locally as an
authority on the restoration of colonial structures.

Edwin Enory Cull (1891-1956) was a native of Providence and was
educated in Providence public schools, the Rhode Island School of
Design, and at Cornell University School of Architecture. After

serving in the Air Service Branch of the US Arnmy in World Wr
l, he returned to Providence and established an independent
architectural practice in 1920 H subsequently formed a
partnership as Cull & Robinson about 1940. After Cull's

retirement in 1952, the firm becanme known as Cull, Robinson &
Greene, and now as Robinson, Greene & Beretta. Prom nent in
Rhode I|sland architectural circles for many years. Cull was
elected to several positions, including president in 1941 and

1942, of the Rhode Island Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects. Cull was nost well known for his expertise in early
colonial construction and architecture, a passion he shared with
his nore well-known contemporaries, Norman Morrison |sham of
Providence and W lliam Summer Appleton of Boston, anong others.

| sham 24 years senior to Cull and both a practicing architect
and an instructor in architecture at Brown University and the
Rhode I|sland School of Design, undertook sone of the earliest
serious attempts to study 17th century architecture through
detailed exam nation and measured drawi ngs of buildings. In the
1920s and 1930s, Cull accompanied Ishamon field visits and
assisted on several of Isham s numerous restoration projects.

Cull's work has not been catalogued and his personal papers and
drawi ngs no |onger exist, but his comm ssions are known to have
included new designs and restoration of houses in Providence and
Little Conpton, farm groups for private estates, and dairy barn
groups, administrative, and hospital buildings at the Rhode
Island State College and the Hospital for Mental Diseases. Hi s
rural summer house designs in Little Conpton, completed for

prom nent Providence residents, are distinguished by picturesque
and organic, rambling shingled forms and his work in Providence
by more formal Colonial Revival designs, but reflecting a similar
deep sensitivity for early buildings. Many have been listed in
the National Register.

(continued)
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The restoration work undertaken in 1939-1940 at the Carpenter
Honmestead by the Beedes and Cull, while extensive, epitomi zed the
best restoration philosophies and detailed know edge of Colonial
period structure and finishes of the pre-World Wr | | Colonial
Revival era. This project is also the best documented Cull
restoration project known, as the original blue-line prints and
the contractor specifications have been retained by the owners.
The restoration work has, therefore, achieved significance inits
own right over the past 53 years due to the quality of the work
done under the direction of a noteworthy local architect.

Architecture

The Carpenter Honestead farmhouse and agricultural outbuildings
along with the land features such as stone walls and the stone
dam are important as 18th and 19th century vernacul ar
architecture and structures. The house is one of the earliest
extant and best preserved houses in the town of Seekonk. It is

i mportant for its structural delvelopment, overall stylistic
appearance, roof form surviving selected interior finishes, and
early stone chimey base with fireplace. The gable-on-hip roof
type was rare in the Rehoboth-Seekonk area even at the end of the
18th century, and this is one of only two surviving exanples

The restoration undertaken in 1939-1940 has achieved importance
as an excellent exanple of the highest quality early 20th century
restoration work, combining an archaeological approach to the
exam nation and restoration of structural and design elements
with the introduction of reused Colonial architectural trim and
new features in the Colonial Revival aesthetic. The steeply
gabl ed barn and the gambrel-roof corncrib are rare surviving 18th
century variants in this area of these common building types.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement and subsistence in
Seekonk are poorly understood, any surviving sites would be
significant. The majority of our know edge for prehistoric sites
along the Runnins River drainage is from the estuarine zone to
the south leaving the interior portions of town in areas l|ike the
Carpenter Honestead poorly documented. Prehistoric sites in this
locale can provide important information on the relationship

bet ween sites on interior tributary streams along the headwaters
of the drainage and larger sites found in the estnarine zone and
on maj or ponds. Prehistoric sites in this area can also
contribute data on the extent of interaction between prehistoric

(continued)
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peoples living on neighboring drainages particularly the
i mportance or influence from theProvidence River/Narragansett
Bay area versus the Taunton River/Munt Hope Bay |ocales. During

the historic periodtheRunnins River/BarringtonRiver area was
near theborder between theNarragansett and Wanpanong Native
American groups. These political boundaries and related patterns
of influence may extend back into theprehistoric period.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above havet he
potential toprovide detailed information on thephysical growth
of thefarm as well as past domestic and agricultural |[|anduse
during nore than 200 years of continuous occupation bythe
Carpenter Famly from the 18t hthrough 20th centuries. Analysis
of structural remains related tothehouse and related artifact
patterns can help define theearly construction sequence forthe
house which i snot clearly understood. This type of analysiscan
also help todefine a nore precise construction data forthe
house, thought t o have been constructed about 1720.

Archaeol ogical testing can also help determ ne whether or not a
separate entrance and staircase existed for thewestern portion
of thehouse as indicated i nAshel Carpenter's will. Careful
study of theinternal characteristics of foundation remains and
occupational related features and therelationships among them
could greatly entrance our understanding of theproperty's
history. Other research areas which m ght be addressed by these
sources include but arenot limted toinitial settlement and
farm establishment, changes i ndomestic and agricultural
practices over time (tradition versus innovation), and how family
structure of inhabitants at different points i ntime effected use
of the property.

(end)
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10. CGECGRAPHI CAL DATA
UM References (continued)
5 19 3075320 4635110
6 19 3075270 4635100
7 19 3073260 4695110
-8 19 307?110 4635090
-9 19 3073030 4635490
10 19 3073160 4635530
11 19 3073110 4635730
12 19 3073350 4635780
13 19 3073380 4635650
14 19 3073640 4635660
-15 19 3073720 4635920
"16 19 309480 4635860
Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of t he Carpenter Homestead i s shown ont he
acconpanying- maps. | tcorresponds tothepresent Seekonk
Assessor's Plat 22, Lots 36, 11, 37, and 35 and also includes a
40-foot square section of Wal nut Street enconpassing thedam I n
Rehoboth, i t corresponds t o Rehoboth Assessor's Parcel No. 37-11.

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the Carpenter Honestead was selected toinclude

all thecontiguous lands within thetowns of Seekonk and Rehoboth
historically associated with Carpenter Homestead since 1825, and

with m nor exceptions, since 1763. | tincludes thehouse,
agricultural and other outbuildings, associated structural
features, and surrounding agricultural, woodl ands, and wetlands,

that have been continuously farmed since the 18t hcentury. The
row of house lots at theextreme eastern edge of theproperty
along Salisbury Street, Rehoboth, were laid out and sold of f by
the Carpenter famly i ntheearly 20th century.

(end)
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July 26, 1993 BEEOWED

AG G11993
Carol Shull iV -\C
National Register of Historic Places: 1j"bS SI ER

Department of the lnterior
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

RE: Carpenter Homestead, 80 WAl nut Street, Seekonk & Rehoboth
(Bristol County), Massachusetts, 02771/02769

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation form

Carpenter Honestead, 80O Wal nut Street, Seekonk & Rehoboth
(Bristol County), Massachusetts, 02771/02769.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board
and has been signed by t heState Historic Preservation Officer.
The owner was notified of pending State Review Board
consideration 30-75 days before the meeting andwere affordedthe
opportunity t ocoment.

Sincerely,

Ir

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc: Anne B. Jencks
Virginia Adans, The Public Archaeol ogy Laboratory, | nc.
Dani el Horton, Chairman, Seekonk Historical Conm ssion
Chairperson, Rehoboth Historical Comm ssion
David Young Jr., Chairman, Seekonk Board of Selectmen
Raynond C MKearney, Chairman, Rehoboth Board of Sel ectmen
Seekonk Public Library

Massachusatts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802  (617) 727-8470 Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



