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1. Name of Property 

historic name Carpenter Homestead (P re fe r red ) 

otiier names/site number Osamequin Farm 

2. Location 

street & number 80 Walnut S t r e e t  

city or town Seel<onl</Rehoboth 

not for publication 

^l^vicinity 

state _Massachusetts_ code HA county B r i s t o l code _00^ zip code 02771/02769 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
13 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
n nationally D statewide 0 locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

jAuti^e Director 
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Df certifying official/Title J u d i t h W. McUonougt iDate 
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of certifying 
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State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

[ [mi tered in the National Register, 
n See continuation sheet. 

n determined eligible for the 
National Register 

n See continuation sheet. 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

n removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 

Date of Action 



Carpenter Homestead 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 

Bristol County, MA 
County and State 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

H private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only-one box) 

K building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 

11 3 

6 3 

21 7 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

DOMFSTTC: S i n g l e O w p T H n g 

AnRTPIil TIIRF/SIIRSISTENrF: A g r i c u l t u r a l 
O u t b u i l d i n g 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMFSTTC; M . i l t i p I P D w e l l i n g ; 

R e c r e a t i o n a l O u t b u i l d i n g 

AnRTrill TIIRF: A g r i c u l t u r a l Oi i thuiTr i ing 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

Colonia l /New England C o l o n i a l , Georgian 
Colonial Revival 
No Style 

IVIaterlals 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Stone, Concrete foundation 

walls 

roof 

Wood, Clapboard, Shingle 

Asphal t 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Carpenter Homestead property, also known as Osamequin Farm, 
i s an approximately 165-acre farm on the n o r t h side of Walnut 
St r e e t , a narrow, mostly unpaved, "ancient and unaccepted way," 
i n the northeast s e c t i o n of Seekonk, B r i s t o l County, 
Massachusetts. I t includes a c o n t r i b u t i n g f o u r - b u i l d i n g complex 
of a farmhouse and three o u t b u i l d i n g s , plus one n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g 
house s i t e d west of the complex. C o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e s 
associated w i t h the a g r i c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y of the pr o p e r t y are two 
w e l l s , two s t o n e - l i n e d springs, stone w a l l s , and a stone dam. 
There are three n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e s : a tennis court n o r t h 
of the b u i l d i n g complex, a power l i n e easement at the eastern 
edge of the property, and a i n c i n e r a t o r at the northeast corner 
of the house. The b u i l d i n g s and s t r u c t u r e s are surrounded by a 
r u r a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t i n g of gardens, lawns, meadows, pastures, 
hay f i e l d s , woodlands, f r e s h water wetlands, streams, and ponds, 
which are cri s s c r o s s e d by the stone w a l l s and d i r t c a r t paths. 
The p r o p e r t y i s i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n and i s s t i l l farmed. The 
boundaries describe a t o t a l of 166 acres i n the towns of Seekonk 
(113 acres) and Rehoboth (53 acres) t h a t have comprised the major 
p o r t i o n of the Carpenter Homestead farm since 182 5, and w i t h 
minor exceptions, since 1763. 

The b u i l d i n g complex i s the core of the farm and i s n o r t h of 
Walnut Str e e t near the southwest corner of the property. The 
main house (ca. 1720 et seq.), the centerpiece of the property, 
i s set back approximately 80 f e e t from Walnut Street and faces 
south to the road. The house i s a 2 1/2-story, gable-on-hip-
roo f , s h i n g l e d s t r u c t u r e w i t h a s l i g h t second-story overhang, a 
massive c e n t r a l chimney, and rear and side service e l l s . 
H i s t o r i c photographs document a series of changes t o the facade 
i n the 19th century, and the house was s u b s t a n t i a l l y renovated i n 
1939-1940. The renovations incorporated the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
elements shown i n h i s t o r i c views, c a r e f u l l y selected or designed 
reused and i n t e r p r e t i v e elements c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of e a r l y 2 0th-
century C o l o n i a l Revival a e s t h e t i c , and f u n c t i o n a l updating. 
Today the house, now used as a r e n t a l property, r e f l e c t s i t s 
e a r l y 18th-century o r i g i n and the 20th-century p e r i o d 
r e s t o r a t i o n . 

The three wood-frame, shingled o u t b u i l d i n g s are located n o r t h and 
east of the house. The oldest s e c t i o n of the steep-gable-roof, 
s h i n g l e d barn (ca. 1720 et seq.) i s the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n , 
constructed i n two phases; l a t e r a l a d d i t i o n s were made t o the 

(continued) 
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east and west ends i n the 18th, 19th, and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . 
The 18th-century, gambrel-roof, shingled c o r n c r i b r e t a i n s the 
important q u a l i t i e s of i t s o r i g i n a l appearance, despite the ca. 
1940 greenhouse attached to the west side and 2 0th-century window 
i n the n o r t h end. Of value p r i m a r i l y f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e and 
supporting r o l e i n the farm complex, i t was moved a short 
distance from i t s o r i g i n a l t o i t s present l o c a t i o n about 1940. 
The new l o c a t i o n r e t a i n s a close p h y s i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the 
other b u i l d i n g s . A small r e c r e a t i o n a l s k a t i n g house ( e a r l y 20th-
century, former roadside stand moved here i n 1940s) w i t h an 
i n t e g r a l porch i s s i t u a t e d n o r t h of the house overlooking a pond. 
The modest s k a t i n g house i s s l i g h t l y separated from the main 
complex. I t s importance began w i t h i t s r e l o c a t i o n to t h i s s i t e 
and i s d e r i v e d from i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the 1939/1940 
r e s t o r a t i o n of the property. 

The farm r e t a i n s many s t r u c t u r a l and landscape features 
r e f l e c t i n g i t s r u r a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l past. Walnut Street runs 
west-east between Prospect Street (approximately 300' t o the 
west), Seekonk, and Salisbury S t r e e t , Rehoboth. East of the 
Carpenter Homestead i t i s unpaved and access i s r e s t r i c t e d . Dry-
l a i d stone w a l l s l o o s e l y o u t l i n e the area around the b u i l d i n g 
complex on the n o r t h , west, and south and define present and 
former f i e l d s i n the acreage to the n o r t h , west, and east. One 
sec t i o n of the w a l l t h a t p a r a l l e l s Walnut Street bridges a stream 
and has remnants of a possible c o n t r o l gate. Immediately t o the 
south, an earth-and-stone dam c a r r i e s Walnut Street over the 
stream, c r e a t i n g a pond on the south side of the road. The two 
st o n e - l i n e d w e l l s are located w i t h i n the basement of the house 
and i n s i d e the southern end of the barn. The two s t o n e - l i n e d 
springs are l o c a t e d adjacent to the stream west of the house and 
i n a wooded area i n the eastern p o r t i o n of the property. 

Landscaping around the b u i l d i n g complex dates mostly from the 
1940s p e r i o d of r e s t o r a t i o n and includes mature white pine t r e e s , 
a stone wall-enclosed flower garden, low t e r r a c i n g , shrubs, and 
grav e l d r i v e s leading t o the main house and o u t b u i l d i n g s . Water 
and wetland features include extensive wetlands and a stream near 
the center of the p r o p e r t y t h a t d r a i n west i n t o the l a r g e r stream 
and f r e s h meadow near the western edge. This stream flows 
northward i n t o the headwater of the Runnins River. I n a d d i t i o n , 
there are four manmade ponds. The landscape i s g e n t l y r o l l i n g 
and comprises a l t e r n a t i n g woodlands and open f i e l d s i n which hay 
and Christmas trees are grown. 

(continued) 
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The House - A r c h i t e c t u r a l Development and H i s t o r i c Views 

The e a r l y c o n s t r u c t i o n sequence of the house i s not c l e a r l y 
understood. On the basis of a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , i t i s thought t o have been o r i g i n a l l y constructed 
about 1720. I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s derived from p h y s i c a l framing 
evidence revealed during the 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n i n d i c a t e t h a t 
i t may have begun as a one- or two-story s t r u c t u r e (the east 
section) w i t h the chimney near the west end and a rear leanto. 
This s t r u c t u r e was l a t e r expanded to the west w i t h an enlarged 
chimney, and the rear was r a i s e d to two s t o r i e s . 

The e a r l i e s t known view of the house i s a sketch made from memory 
about 17 9 0 by W i l l i a m Blanding, a Rehoboth r e s i d e n t who drew many 
houses i n the town. At t h a t time, Seekonk was p a r t of Rehoboth. 
The sketch shows the south ( f r o n t ) and west el e v a t i o n s of a 
r e c t a n g u l a r house w i t h a hip-on-gable roof, a center chimney, and 
a symmetrically arranged five-bay facade. The center entrance 
has a f l a t - t o p e n tablature and i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s . There 
are three evenly spaced windows on each l e v e l of the west 
e l e v a t i o n and a s i n g l e window i n each gable peak. The drawing i s 
captioned w i t h Blanding's comments, "Mr. Asael Carpenter. This 
house I used t o pass, o f t e n , w h i l e i n College and I know of one 
only l i k e i t , and t h a t i s Col Thos. Carpenters, which i t 
resembles i n some respects and have not seen i t i n more than 40 
years." A note added by Blanding's niece states t h a t he 
r e v i s i t e d the house on 17 August 1848 and found t h a t "the general 
o u t l i n e appeared the same as f o r t y years since." I n essence, the 
sketch shows the main block of the house as i t appears today, 
although the windows of the south e l e v a t i o n are drawn as evenly 
spaced r a t h e r than i n the present grouped arrangement. (Note: 
Col. Thomas Carpenter House, Bay State Road, Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts; l i s t e d i n the National Register as p a r t of the 
Rehoboth M u l t i p l e Resource Area, 1984.) 

A l a t e 19th-century sketch and photograph of the south and east 
e l e v a t i o n s corroborate the e a r l i e r sketch, but show a l t e r a t i o n s 
t o the main entrance and c l e a r l y show twelve-over-twelve double-
hung sash windows, as w e l l as p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and s e t t i n g . These views reveal t h a t the center 
entrance had been replaced w i t h a window, flanked by two narrow 
entrances b u t t e d up to the grouped f i r s t - f l o o r windows. The 
overhang between the f i r s t and second f l o o r s i s v i s i b l e , and a 
gable-roof bulkhead leading to the c e l l a r i s located at the south 
end of the east e l e v a t i o n . The o u t b u i l d i n g s i l l u s t r a t e d include 

(continued) 
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a one-story, side-entrance, gable-roof barn d i r e c t l y n o r t h of the 
house and a gambrel-roof c o r n c r i b , w i t h a window i n the east end 
peak, behind the barn. To the east of the house are an end-
entrance, gable-roof barn and a gable-roof, open c a r r i a g e shed. 
The area i n f r o n t of the house i s enclosed on the west, south, 
and east by a stone w a l l t h a t acts as a r e t a i n i n g w a l l . Three 
stone steps i n the south w a l l opposite the center of the house 
lead t o a grassed area p l a n t e d w i t h trees and shrubs. The d r i v e , 
east of the house, passes through a gate near the southeast 
corner of the house. 

By 1905, a photograph shows the house facade a l t e r e d again i n a 
V i c t o r i a n manner. On the f i r s t f l o o r , the two entrances and the 
windows are replaced by a c e n t r a l e n t r y and two f l a n k i n g 
polygonal bay windows under an open h i p - r o o f porch. On the 
second f l o o r , a p a i r of b u t t e d windows i s located above the 
entrance. A l l windows appear to have been replaced w i t h s i x -
o v e r - s i x double-hung sash. Additions to the rear of the house 
co n s i s t of a one-story e l l at the west end and a two-story e l l at 
the east end. 

The house r e t a i n e d t h i s appearance, along w i t h the complement of 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and approximately 150 acres, u n t i l the p r o p e r t y was 
so l d by the Carpenter f a m i l y i n 1939. The new owners, Mr. and 
Mrs. Beede, whose daughter now owns the house, i n i t i a t e d a p e r i o d 
of s u b s t a n t i a l r e s t o r a t i o n i n 1939-1940. B l u e l i n e drawings by 
the r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t , Edwin Emory C u l l of Providence, and a 
small c o l l e c t i o n of photographs i n the possession of the owner 
help document the changes t h a t occurred. The r e s t o r a t i o n e f f o r t 
i ncluded the i n s t a l l a t i o n of modern heating, plumbing, and 
e l e c t r i c a l systems, and a thorough, but s e n s i t i v e r e s t o r a t i o n i n 
the manner of the best p e r i o d C o l o n i a l Revival r e s t o r a t i o n s t o 
r e t u r n the house to i t s c o l o n i a l appearance and enhance i t s 
h i s t o r i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t i e s w h i l e accommodating modern 
l i v i n g and comfort needs. Restoration included the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
of o l d paneling, window glass, and n a i l s from other p e r i o d 
b u i l d i n g s , as w e l l as reuse of elements from the house i t s e l f . 
New a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and f l o o r plan r e v i s i o n s were designed 
p r i m a r i l y by the a r c h i t e c t , although some elements, i n c l u d i n g the 
f r o n t (south) and east entrances and a w a l l cupboard on the 
second f l o o r , were designed and f a b r i c a t e d by the owner, Mr. 
Beede. 

(continued) 
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House - Present Appearance, E x t e r i o r 

The primary d i s t i n g u i s h i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 
farmhouse a t the Carpenter Homestead are the spare rec t a n g u l a r 
main wood-frame main block (41 f e e t long and 24 1/2 f e e t wide), 
constructed ca. 1720, w i t h a symmetrical f r o n t facade and an 
e n c i r c l i n g 2-inch-wide second-story overhang. The main block 
r i s e s from a d r y l a i d f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o a prominent gable-
on-hip ro o f topped w i t h a broad b r i c k c e n t r a l chimney. The 
n a t u r a l l y weathered grey shingled w a l l s extend from j u s t above 
ground l e v e l to the roof l i n e . The roof i s sheathed i n asphalt 
shingles and the chimney terminates i n a b r i c k s t r i n g c o u r s e and 
two p a r a l l e l rows of four chimney pots, f o r each of the e i g h t 
f l u e s . Narrow cornerboards, cornice, watertable, and a 
s t r i n g c o u r s e at the overhang o u t l i n e the b u i l d i n g ' s p r i n c i p a l 
form. The windows, which are t y p i c a l l y s i x - o v e r - s i x double-hung 
sash w i t h p l a i n surrounds (exceptions are discussed below), and 
are framed d i r e c t l y i n t o the overhang and the roof l i n e . A l l 
t r i m i s p a i n t e d white. A series of one- and two-story a d d i t i o n s 
are attached t o the n o r t h side, near the east end, and extend 
eastward and- northward. A complex of 19th- and 2 0th-century, 1-
and 2-story service e l l extensions p r o j e c t from the rear 
northeast corner of the main block. 

The facade (south) i s three bays wide w i t h a r e g u l a r arrangement 
of openings: a wide center entrance flanked by two sets of 
grouped windows on the f i r s t s t o r y and three grouped window 
openings on the second s t o r y . The center entrance has f l u t e d 
p i l a s t e r s and a f l a t molded entablature set i n t o the 
s t r i n g c o u r s e . The double l e a f door has r a i s e d panels, cross 
bracing, and transoms. I t i s surmounted by a b u t t e d p a i r of 
windows. This center bay i s flanked on each f l o o r by c l o s e l y 
spaced, p a i r e d windows. Only the outer groups of windows on the 
second f l o o r are o r i g i n a l . The b u t t e d set was i n s t a l l e d i n the 
l a t e 19th century, and the entrance and f i r s t f l o o r windows were 
b u i l t i n 1939-1940 to r e s t o r e the b u i l d i n g t o i t s ca. 1790 
appearance. The windows are trimmed w i t h wood s h u t t e r s p a i n t e d 
dark green, a f e a t u r e which appears i n several of the h i s t o r i c 
views of the house. 

The remaining e l e v a t i o n s are each t r e a t e d d i f f e r e n t l y and, w i t h 
the exception of the west e l e v a t i o n , are not symmetrical, 
r e f l e c t i n g the o r i g i n a l plan and m o d i f i c a t i o n s d u r i n g the program 
of the 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n . At t h a t time, the east e l l was 
expanded and the west rear e l l was r e l o c a t e d and attached t o the 

(continued) 
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east rear e l l . A long, narrow shed a d d i t i o n was also constructed 
against the east e l l i n the 1960s. 

The west e l e v a t i o n i s three bays wide and has four evenly placed 
windows, w i t h two on each f l o o r . A s i n g l e window i n the exposed 
gable peak l i g h t s the a t t i c , and two h o r i z o n t a l t h r e e - l i g h t 
windows l i g h t the basement. There appear t o have been no changes 
durin g the 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n , although one window on each 
f l o o r may have been removed p r i o r to the l a t e 19th century, as 
documented i n the h i s t o r i c views. 

The east e l e v a t i o n consists of the main block and a group of e l l 
extensions. The three-bay main block e l e v a t i o n i s almost f u l l y 
exposed and has (south to north) a window and entrance i n the 
outer bays of the f i r s t f l o o r and a s i n g l e window and one set of 
p a i r e d windows on the second f l o o r . The entrance i n s t a l l e d i n 
1939-1940 has p l a i n p i l a s t e r s and a molded enta b l a t u r e w i t h a 
p u l v i n a t e d f r i e z e . Like the west side, there i s a s i n g l e a t t i c 
gable window. Three small casement basement windows remodelled 
i n 1939-1940 are grouped i n the southern two bays and are 
recessed p a r t i a l l y below ground l e v e l . Other changes d u r i n g the 
1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n included the removal of a f o u r t h basement 
window and two windows on the f i r s t f l o o r , which were replaced 
w i t h the present entrance. 

The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n has received the most changes throughout the 
h i s t o r y of the house, r e f l e c t i n g various phases of i t s 
development. The western t w o - t h i r d s e c t i o n of the main block i s 
exposed and contains e i g h t - l i g h t casement windows and french 
doors i n s t a l l e d i n 1939-1940 f o l l o w i n g the removal and r e l o c a t i o n 
of a 1 1/2-story, gabled e l l . On the f i r s t f l o o r , two separated 
sets of double l e a f french doors lead i n t o the l i v i n g room and 
two a d j o i n i n g sets of double l e a f french doors lead i n t o the main 
h a l l . The second f l o o r has a b u t t e d band of four double casement 
windows l i g h t i n g the master dressing room. The french doors open 
onto a fl a g s t o n e t e r r a c e , also d a t i n g from 1939-1940. 

The e l l extension complex i s comprised of four sections. 
Attached t o the east corner of the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n i s a 2 1/2-
s t o r y h i p - r o o f e l l w i t h a gable-on-hip east end. The western 
h a l f (one bay on the south and two bays on the north) was 
constructed at t h i s l o c a t i o n i n the l a t e 19th century and r e s t s 
on a b r i c k foundation. The 10-foot, one-bay, eastern h a l f i s a 
1939-1940 a d d i t i o n . The c e l l a r bulkhead was moved from the south 
side of the o l d a d d i t i o n , the chimney was relo c a t e d , and o l d 
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window sash from t h i s e l l and the smaller e l l discussed below 
were reused. A bay window w i t h french doors were added t o the 
west end of the older p a r t , overlooking the n o r t h t e r r a c e . The 
t h i r d s e c t i o n i s a small, 1 3/4-story gabled service e l l , 
o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n the 19th century at the west end of the n o r t h 
e l e v a t i o n of the main house and moved to the n o r t h side of the 
newly enlarged east e l l i n the 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n . I t has 
four windows on the n o r t h gable end, and the f i r s t f l o o r of the 
east side has been cut i n to form an entrance porch. The f o u r t h 
s e c t i o n i s a long, 1-story, shed roof extension w i t h small, 
single-pane casement and twelve-over-twelve windows t h a t was 
b u i l t i n the 1960s. A small h i p - r o o f dormer i s located at the 
top of the roof slope. The e l l sections b u i l t or moved i n 1939-
1940 r e s t on poured concrete foundations. A l l the e l l s are 
sheathed i n weathered wood shingles w i t h white t r i m , and r o o f s 
are covered i n asphalt shingles. 

House - Present Appearance, I n t e r i o r 

The i n t e r i o r plan of the main block i s a s l i g h t l y m odified f i v e -
room, center-chimney arrangement. During the 1939-1940 
r e s t o r a t i o n , f l o o r boards were l i f t e d and refastened and, i n some 
cases, matching wide pine boards from a house i n Middleborough 
were i n s t a l l e d . Five-panel doors on the f i r s t f l o o r and f o u r -
panel doors on the second f l o o r w i t h thumb latches are the most 
common types and appear to be o r i g i n a l t o the house. Window t r i m 
c o n s i s t s of simple moulded surrounds. Those on the side 
e l e v a t i o n s and the second f l o o r f r o n t outer bays are l i k e l y 
o r i g i n a l ; the remainder are r e s t o r a t i o n s . 

Like the e x t e r i o r , the i n t e r i o r of the house has been recorded i n 
h i s t o r i c views. They include an undated ( l a t e 19th- or e a r l y 
2 0th-century) photograph of the n o r t h h a l l f i r e p l a c e . I t shows a 
smaller f i r e b o x , cast i r o n cover, and simple p l a t e molding above, 
w i t h wallpaper covering the w a l l . The 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n 
photographs show work i n progress. Copies of drawings, etchings, 
a gouache, and a watercolor done by two notable l o c a l a r t i s t s , 
E l l s w o r t h and W i l l i a m Woodward, d a t i n g from between 1889 and 
about 1900, are i n the possession of the c u r r e n t owner. The most 
accurate appears to be a drawing/etching (ca. 1889) of the 
basement f i r e p l a c e , showing i t as i t appears today. A gouache 
(1889) thought t o be of the n o r t h h a l l f i r e p l a c e and a watercolor 
(ca. 1889) thought to be of the f i r s t f l o o r southwest room (now 
l i b r a r y ) d i f f e r from present appearances. I t i s not known 
whether the discrepancies are due to a r t i s t i c l i c e n s e , poor 
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r e c o l l e c t i o n , or the f a c t t h a t they a c t u a l l y i l l u s t r a t e another 
house. 

The basement i s of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t , as i t contains perhaps 
the o l d e s t f e a t u r e of the house. The southeast side of the 
chimney i s comprised of a large f i e l d s t o n e f i r e p l a c e (56 inches 
high, 66 inches wide, and 32 inches deep) w i t h a massive curved 
stone l i n t e l , an i r o n crane, and a 10-foot-long f i e l d s t o n e 
hearth. I t occupies the southeast p o r t i o n of the f i e l d s t o n e base 
of the c e n t r a l b r i c k chimney. The upper h a l f of the r i g h t 
(north) angled side i s b r i c k , which continues t o the n o r t h around 
the bake oven. A w e l l w i t h a c y l i n d r i c a l b r i c k w a l l e d top i s 
located i n the southeast corner of the c e l l a r . This area has 
b r i c k paving, e a r l y beaded wood paneling brought i n from another 
h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g , and exposed beams. The t r i m elements are a 
product of 20th-century r e s t o r a t i o n s . The exposed framing 
reveals a massive chimney g i r t running from the east p l a t e t o 
i n t e r s e c t w i t h the masonry at the upper r i g h t (north) corner of 
the f i r e b o x . A second perpendicular beam, p a r a l l e l t o and spaced 
approximately 2 f e e t from the f i r e b o x i n t e r s e c t s the f i r s t beam. 
Floor j o i s t s i n the southeast corner area defined by these beams 
run east-west and are spaced 22 inches on center. The remaining 
sections of the basement are u n f i n i s h e d , but the e n t i r e f l o o r i s 
b r i c k . F i r s t - f l o o r j o i s t s n o r t h of the chimney have been 
replaced w i t h dimension lumber, probably i n 1939-1940. 

On the f i r s t f l o o r , the main entrance h a l l on the south side has 
a sweeping curved s t a i r c a s e w i t h quarter turns at the bottom and 
top, set against the chimney. I t most l i k e l y dates from the 
p e r i o d of lat e - 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y V i c t o r i a n a l t e r a t i o n s , although the 
turned b a l u s t e r s and posts are noted as "new" on the 1939-1940 
r e s t o r a t i o n drawings. At the east corner on the south e x t e r i o r 
w a l l , there i s a post t h a t i s adjacent to one i n the room t o the 
east. There i s no post i n the west corner of the h a l l . This 
arrangement i s one of the few c u r r e n t l y v i s i b l e framing evidences 
t h a t suggests sequential phases of c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The l i v i n g room runs the f u l l l e n gth of the west side of the 
house. Removal of the w a l l t h a t o r i g i n a l l y created two rooms 
took place i n the 19th century. The simple Federal mantel, 
i n s t a l l e d about 1800, has f l a t p i l a s t e r s , a wide p l a i n f r i e z e 
f l a nked by f l u t i n g , and a molded and eared cornice. The room has 
a simple molded c h a i r r a i l and window t r i m , and beaded mopboard, 
along w i t h beaded, encased posts at each of the four corners. 
Double doors enter the rear h a l l and two sets of french doors 
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e x i t t o the n o r t h t e r r a c e . Both were added i n 1939-1940. 

The small southeast room, used as a l i b r a r y , has the e a r l i e s t 
i n t a c t f i r e p l a c e w a l l treatment on the f i r s t f l o o r of the house. 
I t has r a i s e d beveled paneling w i t h cupboards above the f i r e p l a c e 
opening and on the side, capped w i t h a simple molded cornice. 
The f i r e b o x f a c i n g and the hearth are grey marble, probably added 
i n the l a t e 19th-century. Bookshelves added during the 
r e s t o r a t i o n l i n e the south and east e x t e r i o r w a l l s . Posts are 
loca t e d i n a l l but the northwest corner against the chimney. 

The great h a l l occupies the n o r t h - c e n t r a l and north-east p o r t i o n 
of the f i r s t f l o o r , extending from the l i v i n g room t o the side 
entrance. I t s west end contains the b r i c k f i r e p l a c e (42 inches 
high and 60 inches wide) and bake oven ( l e f t of the f i r e p l a c e ) , 
w i t h a brownstone hearth, a l l set i n a paneled recess. The 
opposite w a l l has three sets of french doors leading t o the 
t e r r a c e . The 6-inch c e i l i n g beams are exposed, and the room i s 
sheathed w i t h 12-inch-wide, r a i s e d , beveled and beaded pine 
paneling. Some of the paneling i s thought to be o r i g i n a l , and 
some was removed from a house i n Ipswich and i n s t a l l e d here i n 
1939-1940. I n the east h a l f of the room, the n o r t h w a l l i s 
broken up by a low-arch v e s t i b u l e to the d i n i n g room and by a 
s t a i r c a s e , both of which are a c t u a l l y located w i t h i n the 
f o o t p r i n t of the e l l . The s t a i r c a s e , a s t r a i g h t run w i t h q uarter 
turns and landings at the bottom and top (1939-1940), has 
d e l i c a t e turned b a l u s t e r s and posts. A small, wood-paneled 
bathroom i s located o f f the lower landing, also i n the e l l . 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the e l l contains, i n the oldest s e c t i o n , the 
f a i r l y simple d i n i n g room, trimmed w i t h a d e n t i l a t e d c h a i r r a i l 
and crown molding. I t s features, which date from 1939-1940, 
include a bay window w i t h french doors at the west end. The 
newer sections are d i v i d e d i n t o the k i t c h e n , pantry, and maids' 
ser v i c e spaces. The stairway leading to the basement i s under 
the rear s t a i r c a s e and i s entered i n a low arched v e s t i b u l e 
between the d i n i n g room and the great h a l l . 

On the second f l o o r of the main block, the southeast and 
southwest rooms, used as bedrooms, preserve many o r i g i n a l 
f e a t u r e s . The t y p i c a l o r i g i n a l doors have four panels, r a i s e d on 
one side, wrought i r o n L hinges, and N o r f o l k thumb latches. 

The southeast room has a simple wood-panel mantel surround 
comprised of an overmantel cupboard w i t h t w e l v e - l i g h t , doors and 

(continued) 



NPS Form 10-900-a . 
(8-86) " ° ApprovalNo. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet . . „ 

Carpenter Homestead 
Seekonk/Rehoboth ( B r i s t o l County) 

Section number I P a g e _ 1 0 _ Massachusetts 

a side cupboard. I n the l a t e 19th century, the f i r e b o x f a c i n g 
and hearth were sheathed i n grey marble. I n the southwest room, 
the simple f i r e p l a c e i s angled i n the northeast corner, w i t h a 
paneled overmantel. To the r i g h t (south) i s a recessed cupboard 
w i t h a carved s h e l l - m o t i f top, b u i l t by Mr. Beede. Raised 
paneling covers the area between the cupboard and the h a l l door. 
A s l i g h t s h i f t i n the alignment of the i n t e r i o r w a l l adjacent t o 
the f r o n t h a l l door i n d i c a t e s t h a t m o d i f i c a t i o n may have occurred 
i n t h i s area. 

The remaining sections of the second f l o o r e x h i b i t f u r t h e r 
changes made i n 1939-1940. The northwest room i s a bathroom, as 
i s the area east of the chimney. The area d i r e c t l y n o r t h of the 
chimney contains the master dressing room, w i t h a recess 
i n d i c a t i n g the probable l o c a t i o n of a former f i r e p l a c e , although 
the f i r e b o x i s removed or covered over. The northeast corner of 
the main block i s taken up by the rear h a l l , and l i k e the f i r s t 
f l o o r i s open t o the rear s t a i r and extends i n t o the e l l s e c t i o n . 
L i t t l e remains of o r i g i n a l f i n i s h e s i n these rooms, but framing 
posts are v i s i b l e i n several l o c a t i o n s . The a t t i c i s reached by 
enclosed s t a i r s from the h a l l which run against the chimney. 

The e l l extensions are l a i d out w i t h rooms set on both sides of a 
narrow center h a l l c o r r i d o r t h a t angles back through the e l l s . 
The rooms have p l a i n f i n i s h e s . 

The a t t i c of the main block i s u n f i n i s h e d , r e v e a l i n g the parged 
b r i c k chimney and the i n t r i c a t e timber framing of the hip-on-
gable r o o f . The a t t i c space extends i n t o t h a t of the 2 1/2-story 
e l l , where the 1939-1940 a d d i t i o n i s c l e a r l y apparent. 

Outbuildings 

The timber frame, wood shingled, gable-roof barn located east of 
the house i s o r i e n t e d west-east and was constructed i n a t l e a s t 
f i v e d i s t i n c t sections. The c e n t r a l s e c t i o n i s the old e s t and i s 
thought t o be contemporary w i t h the f i r s t c o n s t r u c t i o n phase of 
the house, ca. 1720. I t i s a three-bay, side opening, center 
a i s l e E nglish barn w i t h no basement. Measuring approximately 3 0 
f e e t long and 24 f e e t wide, i t r e s t s on a low d r y l a i d f i e l d s t o n e 
foundation and has a steeply p i t c h e d gable roof constructed of 
pegged r a f t e r s , r i d g e pole, p u r l i n s , and v e r t i c a l board 
sheathing. Dimensions and p i t c h suggest t h a t i t may have 
o r i g i n a l l y been thatched. I t s central-bay t h r e s h i n g f l o o r i s 
entered v i a a f u l l - h e i g h t , d o u b l e - s l i d e r door opening on the 
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south side (enlarged from o r i g i n a l ) and a smaller d o u b l e - s l i d e r 
opening of o r i g i n a l scale, but w i t h l a t e r doors, on the n o r t h 
side. The west bay contains the enclosed l i v e s t o c k s t a l l s w i t h 
hay mow above, and the east bay i s open to the roo f , as i t most 
l i k e l y was o r i g i n a l l y , f o r storage of loose hay. 

At the rear ( n o r t h ) , under the west s e c t i o n i s a low manure p i t , 
accessed through a break i n the foundation. The three western 
bents which define the s t r u c t u r e have two-story, shouldered 
posts, cross bracing at the p l a t e l i n e , and o r i g i n a l l y had two 
sets of c o l l a r t i e beams i n the roof framing. The upper set was 
removed i n the l a t e 19th century to allow movement of the hay 
h o i s t , but the r i d g e pole remains. New t i e beams have been added 
i n the 20th century f o r reinforcement. 

The east w a l l of the easternmost bent was apparently r e b u i l t when 
the east a d d i t i o n was added (see below). On each side, a new 
post was i n s t a l l e d and the o r i g i n a l shouldered posts were reused 
as p l a t e s i n the east bay of the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e . The west 
w a l l of the s t r u c t u r e below the roof p l a t e , w i t h v e r t i c a l 
p l a nking and- hand-riven shingles, s t i l l e x i s t s and i s v i s i b l e i n 
the extension t o the west. 

The second phase of c o n s t r u c t i o n occurred ca. 1760, when the 
o r i g i n a l barn was enlarged w i t h a three-bay s t r u c t u r e of 
approximately the same dimensions t o the east. I t f o l l o w s the 
same south w a l l and roof l i n e s , but i s extended t o the rear 
(north) by a leanto. The framing i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s s i m i l a r , but 
the post shoulders are ge n t l y , r a t h e r than sharply, angled. As 
i n the e a r l i e r s e c t i o n , the roof has been r e i n f o r c e d w i t h 
sleepers f o l l o w i n g the removal of c o l l a r beams. The leanto was 
e i t h e r i ncluded i n the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n or added soon 
afterwards. The space i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s now completely open and 
i s used t o s t o r e hay and farm equipment. The entrance i s i n the 
center bay on the south side, through d o u b l e - s l i d e r doors w i t h a 
transom above. I n the northwest angle created by the o r i g i n a l 
s t r u c t u r e and the leanto i s a small, shed-roof p r i v y constructed 
i n the l a t e 19th century. I t i s accessible only from outside the 
barn on the n o r t h side. 

The t h i r d major p e r i o d of c o n s t r u c t i o n took place i n the l a t e 
19th century, w i t h a three-bay, west extension to the o r i g i n a l 
s t r u c t u r e . Again the general f o o t p r i n t , s ize, and roof l i n e of 
the o r i g i n a l barn were repeated. The a d d i t i o n i s n o t i c e a b l e as a 
s l i g h t break i n the roof slope on the south side and as a s l i g h t 
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p r o j e c t i o n on the n o r t h side. The framing i s of more uniform 
dimension, sawn lumber, and the s t r u c t u r a l system r e l i e s on the 
massive, braced, t i e beams at the cornice l i n e , l e a v i n g the upper 
roof area open f o r the hay h o i s t . There are three s i x - o v e r - s i x 
windows i n the west end and a c e n t r a l door, now w i t h an overhead 
garage door, i n the south c e n t r a l bay. This s e c t i o n r e s t s i n a 
f i e l d s t o n e foundation and has a small one-story open shed 
extension on the west side. 

The s h i n g l e d east s e c t i o n of the barn was standing i n 1939-1940 
and was constructed i n several phases from the e a r l y to l a t e 19th 
century. Framing i s both post-and-beam and dimensional sawn 
lumber. The l o w - p i t c h gable roof appears to have been r e b u i l t , 
perhaps i n the l a t e 19th century. The west s e c t i o n i s c u r r e n t l y 
a s i n g l e open space. The eastern s e c t i o n contains a horse s t a l l 
towards the rear and a d r y l a i d s t o n e - l i n e d w e l l , approximately 20 
f e e t deep, i n the northeast corner of the b u i l d i n g . I n the mid-
t o l a t e 20th century, changes included a concrete pad foundation, 
and both s l i d i n g glass doors and an overhead garage door on the 
south side. I t s f o o t p r i n t extends north-south from the south 
w a l l l i n e o f the older sections to the n o r t h w a l l l i n e of the 
leanto. 

Located a short distance northeast of the house, the c o r n c r i b i s 
a small, rectangular b u i l d i n g w i t h a steep gambrel roof and 
splayed side w a l l s , which appears t o have been b u i l t i n the 18th 
century. As shown i n e a r l y views, i t was o r i g i n a l l y l o c a t e d 
n o r t h of the house w i t h i t s roof r i d g e o r i e n t e d east-west. 
During the 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n , i t was moved approximately 50 
f e e t t o the northeast and was turned 90 degrees. A small 
greenhouse, now p a r t i a l l y dismantled, was constructed on the west 
side. Resting on a low concrete pad foundation, the heavy 
timber framing i s sheathed i n weathered wood, h a n d - s p l i t 
shingles, p o s s i b l y reused from another dismantled s t r u c t u r e . The 
main entrance i s through a door on the south side, and six-over-
s i x window sash at e i t h e r end l i g h t the second l e v e l . Minor 
a l t e r a t i o n s include a door cut i n t o the greenhouse, a la r g e 
window on the n o r t h side overlooking the pond, and an e x t e r i o r , 
narrow, b r i c k chimney on the n o r t h side. Although i t has been 
moved a short distance from i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n , the c o r n c r i b 
remains a c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g f o r i t s e a r l y a r c h i t e c t u r e and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and due to the somewhat lesser r o l e i t plays i n the 
complex r e l a t i v e t o the house and barn. 
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The small, 1-story, 1-bay deep, horizontal-flushboard-sheathed 
s k a t i n g house b u i l d i n g i s s i t e d n o r t h of the house on the west 
side of the pond. I t has a gable r o o f , large windows f l a n k i n g a 
c e n t r a l door, and a porch, i n t e g r a l w i t h the roof slope, across 
the east f r o n t . I t was o r i g i n a l l y constructed as a roadside 
stand a t another l o c a t i o n i n town (exact s i t e not known) and had 
hinged wood coverings f o r the unglazed d i s p l a y openings. About 
1940, i t was moved here and minor m o d i f i c a t i o n s were made, 
i n c l u d i n g the a d d i t i o n of glazed sash t o the d i s p l a y openings. 
I t was used as a s h e l t e r f o r summer swimming and w i n t e r s k a t i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s . I t achieves s i g n i f i c a n c e only f o r i t s r o l e i n the 
h i s t o r y of the Carpenter Homestead and the p r o p e r t y r e s t o r a t i o n 
of 1949-1940, and i s t h e r e f o r e considered t o be a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g . 

S tructures 

There are two i n t e r i o r , d r y l a i d stone w e l l s on the property, both 
located w i t h i n b u i l d i n g s . The one located i n the basement of the 
house most l i k e l y dates from the 18th century, and the one i n s i d e 
the east end. of the barn most l i k e l y dates from the 19th century. 
An e x t e r i o r w e l l - l i k e s t r u c t u r e near the northeast corner of the 
house, topped w i t h a c i r c u l a r , d r y l a i d stone w a l l , i s a c t u a l l y an 
i n c i n e r a t o r , d a t i n g from a f t e r 1939-1940. 

The p r o p e r t y also contains two stone l i n e d springs t h a t date from 
the 18th or 19th century. Both are low s e m i - c i r c u l a r d r y - l a i d 
stone s t r u c t u r e s approximately three f e e t across, from which 
water emerges from the ground and flows west. One i s located 
approximately 150 f e e t almost due west from the house on the edge 
of the f r e s h meadow and flows i n t o the major stream. The other 
i s i n woodland east of the hay f i e l d s , i n the e a s t - c e n t r a l p a r t 
of the farm. I t creates a smaller stream t h a t flows west f o r 
approximately 2,000 f e e t t o j o i n the major stream. 

The southwest corner of the nominated p r o p e r t y i s marked by a dam 
under Walnut Street where the stream crosses, and a small pond i s 
created on the south side. The low, d r y - l a i d stone and earthen' 
dam i s thought t o have been constructed i n the 18th century and 
was used t o c o n t r o l water flow f o r f i e l d i r r i g a t i o n i n t o the 2 0th 
century. I t i s approximately 40 f e e t wide and 100 f e e t long and 
i s e x c e l l e n t l y maintained. 

The 18th and 19th century stone w a l l s on the farm are important 
land use f e a t u r e s . They surround the b u i l d i n g s on the south, 

(continued) 
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west, and n o r t h and o u t l i n e f i e l d s and former f i e l d s t h a t are now 
i n woodland i n other p a r t s of the property. The w a l l s 
immediately n o r t h of the house and along Walnut Street are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e . They are approximately two f e e t wide and 
three f e e t t a l l , constructed of mostly t a b u l a r stones. Walls i n 
more p e r i p h e r a l p a r t s of the property tend to be lower and less 
c r i s p i n appearance; they have probably not been as w e l l 
maintained. The w a l l t h a t runs i n f r o n t of the house serves as a 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l f o r the f r o n t lawn and has a set of three stone 
steps i n l i n e w i t h the f r o n t entrance. 

S e t t i n g 

The evocative h i s t o r i c a l q u a l i t i e s of the house are g r e a t l y 
enhanced by i t s r e s t f u l , secluded r u r a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t i n g . 
The house i s surrounded by open lawns do t t e d w i t h mature pine and 
deciduous trees on the south ( f r o n t ) and n o r t h ( r e a r ) . 
Immediately west of the house, between the house and the c a r t 
path, a landscaped woodland k n o l l holds the remnants of a 1940s 
te r r a c e d garden. East of the house, a c i r c u l a t i o n p a t t e r n of 
d i r t d r i v e s forms the driveway, parking area, and connectors to 
the c o r n c r i b and barn. A low walled perennial garden and a small 
vegetable garden and f r u i t t r e e orchard are located east of the 
house. The pe r e n n i a l garden, and probably the k n o l l as w e l l , 
were designed by a l o c a l l y well-known Providence landscape 
designer, Lydia Jastram, a f t e r the 1939-1940 r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
house. 

The a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape contains f i v e major open areas, four 
hay f i e l d s and the f r e s h meadow of the major stream, t h a t are 
in t e r s p e r s e d w i t h woodlands and dot t e d w i t h wetlands. The s o i l s 
are g e n e r a l l y heavy and p o o r l y drained. Much of the land i s 
c l a s s i f i e d as wetland or i s otherwise u n s u i t a b l e f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . H i s t o r i c a l l y , these conditions r e q u i r e d constant 
maintenance of drainage features, p r i m a r i l y the streams and more 
r e c e n t l y the ponds, and f o r the l a s t one hundred years have 
r e s t r i c t e d crop c u l t i v a t i o n p r i m a r i l y to hay. 

West of the house, beyond the k n o l l and c a r t path, i s the wide 
f r e s h meadow of the major stream t h a t flows t o the Runnins River. 
West of the stream, at the northeast corner of the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
of Walnut Street and Prospect Street, there i s a large hay f i e l d . 
I t contains the n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g house at i t s south end. North of 
the house, the n o r t h lawn stretches out from the t e r r a c e t o stone 
w a l l s on the west and nor t h , and a fence on the east. I n the 

(continued) 
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woodland area beyond the n o r t h w a l l , there i s a tennis c o u r t and 
the s k a t i n g house on the east edge overlooking the north-south, 
oval pond created i n 1939/1940. This woodland extends t o the 
n o r t h p r o p e r t y boundary and once contained numerous cedar t r e e s , 
of which some s t i l l stand. Behind (north of) the c o r n c r i b and 
barn, the open q u a l i t y of the n o r t h lawn continues as a f i e l d 
rimming the south and east sides of the pond. North and east of 
the lawn and f i e l d , the land contains a large woodland t r a c t 
which extends i n t o the town of Rehoboth. Three l a r g e , open 
expanses of hay f i e l d s are n o r t h and east of the barn. This 
woodland/hay f i e l d area contains three ponds created w i t h i n the 
l a s t ten years to d r a i n the f i e l d s . The ponds provide e x c e l l e n t 
h a b i t a t f o r a v a r i e t y of b i r d s and other w i l d l i f e . 

The land on the south side of Walnut Street, which i s not 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h the Carpenter Homestead, i s 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a s i m i l a r open and wooded landscape and i s 
c u r r e n t l y under the same ownership as the Carpenter Homestead. 
I t contains a 1-story 1960s house, screened by v e g e t a t i o n , t h a t 
i s occupied by the ownersv 

Noncontributing Elements 

One b u i l d i n g , three s t r u c t u r e s , and three s i t e s do not c o n t r i b u t e 
to the h i s t o r y and s i g n i f i c a n c e of the Carpenter Homestead, 
although i n no case do they severely d e t r a c t from the important 
v i s u a l and p h y s i c a l q u a l i t i e s of the property. The house i s a 2 
1/2-story, woodframe house constructed ca. 1985 i n the hay f i e l d 
at the corner of Walnut and Prospect Streets. I t has neocolonial 
design elements and was b u i l t to house the farmer i n charge of 
running the farm. 

The t e n n i s court n o r t h of the house i s screened by woodland and 
i s b a r e l y v i s i b l e . The high tension wire powerline i n the wooded 
eastern s e c t i o n of the property i s not v i s i b l e from the house or 
the hay f i e l d s east of the house. The i n c i n e r a t o r i s l o c a t e d at 
the northeast corner of the house. There are also three manmade 
ponds from ca. 1980/1990 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

While no p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are c u r r e n t l y recorded on the 
Carpenter Homestead, l o c a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the p r o p e r t y 
and known s i t e s elsewhere along the Runnins River drainage 
i n d i c a t e s i t e s may be present. Two s i t e s are recorded i n the 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable Nationai Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

13 B removed from its original location.(^0'^'^^'^'' 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

AGRICULTURE 
ARCHTTFCTURF 

Period of Significance 

Significant Dates 

Cfl. 17?() 

19 39-1940 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Edwin Emory Cull (1939-19W) 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibiiography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
Bl State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
Q University 
a Other 

Name of repository: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Present Owner 



Carpenter Homestead 
Name of Property 

B r i s t o l County, MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approximately 166 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 L L I 2 J I 3 l 0 i 9 l 3 i 4 i 0 l k i 6 l 3i 5l 3i l i o l 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 LLL2J l 3 l 0 i 9 l 2 i 5 i Q l k i 6l 3i 5l 3i Qi ol 

3 [ 1 L 9 } I 3l Ol 8l 7i 6i QI I 4i d 3i Sl 3i 5i ol 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 I l i 9 l I 3l Ol sl 3i l i ol i 4i 6l 3i 5l 1 ki ol 
[Xl See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 
V i r g i n a H. Adatris, Senior A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n / A r c h a e o l o g i s t , HAL 

name/title w i t h Betsy F r i edbe rg , Na t i ona l Reg is te r D i r e c t o r , HHC 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

street & number 80 Boy ls ton S t r e e t 

date J u l y , 1993 

city or town Boston 

telephone (617) 727-8470 

state zip code Q ^ H ^ 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Anne B. Jencks 

street & number 83 Ualnut S t rpp t telephone 

city or town Seekonk state MA zip code Q^^^^ 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef sec?.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
the p r o p e r t y include l e v e l to moderately s l o p i n g terraces and 
k n o l l s i n close p r o x i m i t y to several springs, streams and wetland 
which i n d i c a t e favorable l o c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r Native 
subsistence and settlement a c t i v i t i e s . Major drainage i n the 
area i s through two streams, two springs and wetland which flow 
northward t o the headwaters of the Runnins River which then 
g e n e r a l l y flows south t o the Barrington River and Narragansett 
Bay. Several p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have been recorded throughout 
t h a t drainage. Given the above i n f o r m a t i o n , the size of the 
homestead (166 acres) and l i m i t e d development, a high p o t e n t i a l 
e x i s t s f o r recovering p r e h i s t o r i c resources. 

There i s also a high p o t e n t i a l f o r the recovery of s i g n i f i c a n t 
h i s t o r i c p e r i o d resources on the Carpenter Homestead. S t r u c t u r a l 
remains from o u t b u i l d i n g s i n d i c a t e d by foundations shown i n 
h i s t o r i c views of the property may survive as w e l l as s t r u c t u r a l 
remains from p o r t i o n s of the house which have been removed and/or 
r e l o c a t e d . S t r u c t u r a l remains may survive from the o r i g i n a l s i t e 
of the 18th century corn c r i b o r i g i n a l l y l o cated n o r t h of the 
house, the 1. 1/2 s t o r y gabled e l l which was removed and 
r e l o c a t e d , the c e l l a r bulkhead which were removed from the south 
side of the o l d a d d i t i o n and a chimney which was also r e l o c a t e d . 
Occupational r e l a t e d features ( t r a s h p i t s , p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) and 
sheet refuse also l i k e l y survive r e l a t e d to 18th through 20th 
century r e s i d e n t i a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l use of the homestead. 

(end) 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Carpenter Homestead, which i s centered on one of the o l d e s t 
and best preserved houses i n Seekonk, possesses m u l t i p l e areas of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . The house, b u i l t ca. 1720, i s notable 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as an e a r l y example of C o l o n i a l domestic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e augmented by a r e l a t i v e l y unusual roof form, f o r i t s 
organic development i n the 19th and e a r l y 2 0th c e n t u r i e s , and f o r 
the e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t y of the 1939-1940 Co l o n i a l Revival p e r i o d 
r e s t o r a t i o n s . A d d i t i o n a l l y , i t has an unusual complement of 18th 
century a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t b u i l d i n g s , also c a r e f u l l y r e s t o r e d i n 
1939-1940. The b u i l d i n g s are set i n an e x c e l l e n t l y preserved 
r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t i n g t h a t r e t a i n s several e a r l y s i t e 
f eatures i n c l u d i n g i n t e r i o r w e l l s , springs, 18th and 19th century 
stone w a l l s , an 18th century stone dam, and the o v e r p r i n t of 
e a r l i e r land use d i v i s i o n s . H i s t o r i c a l l y , the p r o p e r t y derives 

(continued) 
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i t primary s i g n i f i c a n c e from i t s more than 200-year a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h the Carpenter f a m i l y , a notable l o c a l f a m i l y . I n d i v i d u a l s 
of succeeding generations who owned and occupied the p r o p e r t y i n 
the 18th and 19th centuries had an enduring and c e n t r a l r o l e i n 
the maintenance of o f f i c i a l town records and the development of 
the community. I n the areas of a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e , the house 
i s important as the best known and documented r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t 
by a well-known l o c a l r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t , Edwin Emory C u l l , i n 
the e a r l y 20th century. Also of note i s the a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h two 
members of the Carpenter f a m i l y who were i n f l u e n t i a l a r t i s t s i n 
a r t education and the A r t s and C r a f t s movement at the end of the 
19th century, W i l l i a m and E l l s w o r t h Woodward. The Carpenter 
Homestead thus r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n and s a t i s f i e s 
C r i t e r i a A and C, as w e l l as C r i t e r i a Consideration B, of the 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places at the l o c a l l e v e l . 

The Land 

The town of Seekonk i s a suburban community on the 
Massachusetts/Rhode I s l a n d border i n i t i a l l y s e t t l e d by Europeans 
beginning about 1643. Homesteading spread out from the v i l l a g e 
center i n Old Rehoboth, at present-day Newman's Corner, East 
Providence, Rhode I s l a n d . Walker St r e e t , l o cated several miles 
east of the v i l l a g e node, was p a r t of e a r l y network of l o c a l 
roads and may have o r i g i n a l l y been a Native American t r a i l . I t 
i s l i k e l y t h a t the Carpenter Homestead lands were p a r t of an 
i n i t i a l g r ant. Seekonk incorporated as a separate town out of 
Rehoboth i n 1812, and l o s t h a l f i t s t e r r i t o r y and most of i t s 
i n d u s t r y when East Providence was created out of the west side of 
town i n 1862. Seekonk remained p r i m a r i l y a g r i c u l t u r a l i n t o the 
2 0th century, when e l e c t r i c t r o l l e y l i n e s and then the automobile 
supported trends towards suburbanization which continue today. 
The Carpenter Homestead lands have been farmed n e a r l y 
continuously f o r over 200 years. 

Carpenter Family 

Between ca. 172 0 and 193 9, the Carpenter Homestead p r o p e r t y was 
passed down through f i v e successive generations of the Carpenter 
f a m i l y , whose members were among the e a r l i e s t and most prominent 
s e t t l e r s i n Rehoboth. The h i s t o r y of the Carpenter Homestead i s 
traced back t o the f i r s t quarter century of renewed settlement 
f o l l o w i n g cessation of r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s between the European 
s e t t l e r s and the l o c a l Native American Wampanoag Indians i n 1676. 

(continued) 
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From the founding of the town u n t i l w e l l i n t o the 19th century, 
members of t h i s branch of the Carpenter f a m i l y served the 
community i n many c a p a c i t i e s , as record keepers, land surveyors, 
and e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

The branches of the Carpenter f a m i l y i n the Rehoboth and Seekonk 
area are descended from W i l l i a m Carpenter [1] (1605-1659), who 
was born i n England and came on the ship Beris t o the colonies, 
where he was admitted as a freeman of Weymouth on May 13, 1640. 
About 1643, he j o i n e d w i t h a group of 58 Weymouth men t o 
e s t a b l i s h a new settlement at Rehoboth and ranked t e n t h i n the 
d i v i s i o n of lands. His house was b u i l t a t the town center, known 
as "The Ring of the Town". Carpenter was apparently educated, 
and town recordkeeping i n i t i a t e d under h i s tenure as the f i r s t 
p r o p r i e t o r ' s c l e r k from 1643 u n t i l h i s death. I n h i s w i l l , he 
bequeathed h i s b i b l i c a l , L a t i n , Hebrew, and Greek t e x t s t o h i s 
son W i l l i a m Carpenter [ 2 ] , along w i t h a horse, a q u a n t i t y of 
co t t o n wool, and f i v e pounds i n sugar or wampum. The l a t t e r item 
r e f l e c t s the economic system based p r i m a r i l y on exchange of goods 
and services r a t h e r than currency during t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d , as 
w e l l as the importance of trade w i t h the Native Americans. The 
home l o t and house were l e f t t o William's [1] w i f e A b i g a i l and 
son Samuel. W i l l i a m [2] (1631-1703) had already received land on 
which he had b u i l t a house, approximately one-half m i l e east of 
"The Ring". 

W i l l i a m Carpenter [2] married P r i s c i l l a Bennett i n 1651 and 
continued h i s f a t h e r ' s r o l e as town c l e r k , a f t e r a b r i e f h i a t u s , 
from 1668 u n t i l h i s death. He also served as a deputy t o the 
general court at Plymouth. Upon h i s death, a son, Daniel 
Carpenter [1] (1669-?) c a r r i e d on as c l e r k u n t i l 1730. No w i l l 
or probate i n v e n t o r y has been found f o r Daniel [ 1 ] . 

The Carpenter Homestead i s thought t o have been constructed about 
1720 by Daniel Carpenter [2] (1695-1763), a son of Daniel 
Carpenter [ 1 ] . The barn also dates from t h i s p e r i o d . According 
to the Carpenter geneology, Daniel [2] continued the fa m i l y ' s 
r o l e as important l o c a l c i t i z e n s , h o l d i n g during h i s l i f e t i m e 
n e a r l y a l l the important o f f i c e s i n the town, as w e l l as being a 
Captain and a Colonel i n the m i l i t i a . His w i l l , dated 1763, 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t he was a r e l a t i v e l y prosperous farmer and t h a t he 
had extensive land holdings i n Rehoboth, plus other farms and 
coa s t a l marsh lands i n the region and at Fort Dummer. His 
d w e l l i n g house and 150 acres of land, along w i t h other lands, 
wearing apparel, farm equipment, surveying equipment, and 
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l i v e s t o c k , were l e f t to h i s son Asahel Carpenter. To h i s w i f e 
Susanna, he set aside the west end of the house, as d i v i d e d by 
the middle of chimney i n the back room, and the northwest 
bedroom, along w i t h doorway, lower w e l l , and yard p r i v i l e g e s . 
She also received a fenced garden east of the house and o n e - t h i r d 
of the orchard west of the house, as w e l l as f u r n i t u r e , a cow, 
f o o d s t u f f s , and firewood. The w i l l thus provides the e a r l i e s t 
d e s c r i p t i o n of at l e a s t a p o r t i o n of the house and i t s environs. 
I t also contains the f i r s t known mention of the "long dam" (so 
c a l l e d ) , which seems to r e f e r to the dam over Walnut S t r e e t . 

Asahel Carpenter (1731-1809) was remembered as a wealthy, 
s o c i a l l y prominent, honest, and i n d u s t r i o u s farmer. He served as 
the county surveyor and may have constructed the c o r n c r i b . Upon 
hi s death, the homestead passed to h i s son Wooster Carpenter, 
r e s e r v i n g the west chamber and the south and northwest bedrooms 
above, along w i t h customary p r i v i l e g e s , f o r h i s w i f e and several 
unmarried daughters. S p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned are the several 
doors and s t a i r c a s e s leading to " t h e i r places," the c e l l a r and 
c e l l a r k i t c h e n and w e l l , the back k i t c h e n and ovens, and the 
g a r r e t . Wooster also received membership r i g h t s to the 
Providence L i b r a r y and a china clock i n exchange f o r paying the 
s a l a r y of the m i n i s t e r of the Rehoboth f i r s t p r e c i n c t 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t Society, u n t i l such time as the town provided 
s a l a r y through t a x a t i o n . Asahel also owned a grant i n Royalston, 
which went t o h i s son Miles Carpenter, and lands i n Ohio and 
Savoy, Massachusetts. 

Wooster Carpenter (1777-1858) was also a farmer who served i n 
several town o f f i c e c a p a c i t i e s i n the decades f o l l o w i n g the 
c r e a t i o n of the town of Seekonk i n 1812. I n a d d i t i o n , he 
represented Seekonk i n the Massachusetts L e g i s l a t u r e from 1829 t o 
1831. 

The s t y l e of the Federal p e r i o d west room (now l i v i n g room) 
chimney mantel suggests i t was i n s t a l l e d e i t h e r by Asahel or 
Wooster Carpenter. Another recorded change t o the house may also 
have occured i n t h i s p e r i od, although the exact date i s unknown. 
The r e c o n f i g u r i n g of the f r o n t of the house and replacement of 
the s i n g l e c e n t r a l e n t r i e s w i t h a window flanked by two e n t r i e s 
(shown i n h i s t o r i c views) probably r e f l e c t e d the f a c t t h a t 
several generations were r e s i d i n g i n the house. Asahel's w i l l 
also suggests there may have been a separate entrance and 
s t a i r c a s e f o r the west p o r t i o n of the house. I f so, t h i s might 
e x p l a i n the reason f o r the subsequent r e s t r u c t u r i n g of the f r o n t 

(continued) 
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s t a i r c a s e i n the l a t e 19th century, as w e l l as the presence of a 
f i r e p l a c e reported t o have been found i n the south w a l l of the 
chimney halfway down the s t a i r s during e a r l y - 2 0 t h century 
r e s t o r a t i o n work. I n any case, the changes to the house are an 
important record of the use of domestic space l i n k e d t o the 
f a m i l i a l s t r u c t u r e and way of l i f e of a f a i r l y prosperous farming 
f a m i l y i n the 19th century. 

I n 1858, at Wooster Carpenter's death, the homestead passed t o 
Wooster's son Horatio Carpenter (1833-?), who was the Seekonk 
Representative t o the General Assembly i n 1891. At the end of 
the 19th century, the property passed from Horatio t o h i s son, 
Horatio Miles Carpenter (1865-?). I t was most l i k e l y under 
ownership of Horatio Miles Carpenter t h a t the f r o n t of the house 
was remodelled w i t h a c e n t r a l doorway, f l a n k i n g bay windows, and 
a f r o n t porch, and t h a t the rear northeast wing was added. 

The nature of the a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s undertaken by the 
Carpenters can be i n f e r r e d from primary documents, secondary 
sources, and close reading of the p h y s i c a l landscape. They were 
probably f a i r l y c o n s i s t e n t throughout the 18th and 19th 
ce n t u r i e s . Despite changes to the b u i l d i n g s and t h e i r immediate 
environs i n the second quarter of the 2 0th century, the p r o p e r t y 
continues to r e f l e c t t h i s legacy i n t o the 20th century of more 
than 200 years of continuous farming by one f a m i l y . By the e a r l y 
19th century, and probably much e a r l i e r , as documented i n an 
e a r l y 19th century map, lands south of the house and west of the 
house along the stream were cleared and lands n o r t h and east were 
p a r t i a l l y maintained as woodlands. This basic p a t t e r n of land 
use i s s t i l l apparent today. Like many New England f a m i l i e s , the 
Carpenters' farm production was v a r i e d and most l i k e l y geared 
p r i m a r i l y f o r f a m i l y consumption. The g e n e r a l l y p o o r l y drained 
and rocky land was, however, r e l a t i v e l y unsuited f o r extensive 
f i e l d crop a g r i c u l t u r e . Family investments i n western 
settlements were p a r t l y an insurance f o r p r o v i d i n g land and 
l i v e l i h o o d f o r f u t u r e generations. 

Livestock included oxen and horses f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , hauling,' 
t i l l i n g , and ha r v e s t i n g . Sheep provided wool f o r c l o t h i n g and 
mutton f o r the t a b l e . M i l k cows and c a t t l e provided m i l k and 
beef. F r u i t was grown i n the orchard west of the house, and 
gardens were located nearby. Indian corn and hay were l i k e l y the 
two major crops grown i n the f i e l d s surrounding the house. 
Meadows along the streams were used both f o r grazing animals and 
growing hay, and the stream flow c o n t r o l l e d seasonally f o r 
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f l o o d i n g and d r a i n i n g . Extensive woodlands provided raw m a t e r i a l 
f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n and firewood f o r heating and cooking. The 
presence of the surface water stream, manmade ponds, and marshes 
were also a necessary and valuable resource. As was common 
p r a c t i c e , the b u i l d i n g s formed a t i g h t group of s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
f u n c t i o n e d t o s h e l t e r people and animals and provided f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r the storage of farm produce and f o r processing. 

About 193 0, the p r o p e r t y passed from Horatio Miles t o one of h i s 
sons, George Carpenter (1893-?). George Carpenter was p r i m a r i l y 
a r e a l e s t a t e and insurance agent who operated the f a m i l y farm as 
a gentleman farmer w i t h the assistance of other f a m i l y members 
l i v i n g nearby. He married Grace Balch, but as they had no 
c h i l d r e n , the t r a d i t i o n of m u l t i p l e generations of Carpenter 
f a m i l i e s r e s i d i n g i n the house came to a close. The ol d e s t 
l i v i n g nephew of George Carpenter, Francis Carpenter (born 1908), 
r e c a l l s some of the a c t i v i t i e s surrounding the farm, although he 
never l i v e d there. Farming a c t i v i t i e s focused on growing hay, 
much of which was so l d to Rumford Chemical Works i n East 
Providence f o r i t s horses. I n r e t u r n , horse manure was supplied 
to f e r t i l i z e the f i e l d s . Hay was also so l d to l o c a l f r u i t and 
vegetable t r u c k farmers f o r use as mulch, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r 
s t r a w b e r r i e s , a s p e c i a l i t y of the expanding Portuguese p o p u l a t i o n 
i n the area. Wood f o r firewood and lumber was also harvested 
from the woodlands by h i r e d choppers. A few l i v e s t o c k were kept, 
i n c l u d i n g a handful of c a t t l e and four or f i v e work horses f o r 
mowing and c a r t i n g hay. A re g u l a r schedule of hand d i g g i n g of 
the n a t u r a l stream, known as the "big d i t c h " and the " l i t t l e 
d i t c h , " helped keep the stream bed c l e a r and maintain the 
f e r t i l i t y of the primary h a y f i e l d northwest of the house. 

Although by t h i s time the Carpenters had receded from c e n t r a l 
involvement w i t h town a f f a i r s , t h e i r continuous legacy i n town 
and r e g i o n a l h i s t o r y was marked by the f a c t t h a t the o r i g i n a l 
deed from King P h i l i p t o the p r o p r i e t o r s of Rehoboth i n 1640, 
along w i t h many town records, remained i n the Carpenter Homestead 
f o r n e a r l y 200 years. The King P h i l i p deed was given by George 
Carpenter t o the John Carter Brown L i b r a r y at Brown U n i v e r s i t y , 
and other records were l a t e r dispersed t o the Carpenter Museum i n 
Rehoboth and elsewhere. 

W i l l i a m Woodward and E l l s w o r t h Woodward 

I n the l a t e 19th century, the house was drawn and p a i n t e d by two 
l o c a l a r t i s t s of Carpenter descent who made notable c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

(continued) 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(B-86) OMS ApprovalNo. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet ^ . „ . ^ 

Carpenter Homestead 
Seekonk/Rehoboth ( B r i s t o l County) 

Section number _ § Page_^^ Massachusetts 

t o a r t education and the development of the American A r t s and 
C r a f t s movement i n the e a r l y 20th century. Wooster Carpenter's 
second c h i l d , Mary Carpenter (born 1823), married Erastus 
Woodward, a farmer whose f a m i l y gave i t s name to Woodward Str e e t , 
one-quarter m i l e n o r t h of Walnut S t r e e t . Their c h i l d r e n included 
W i l l i a m Woodward (1859-1939) and E l l s w o r t h Woodward (1861-1939), 
both of whom were born i n t h i s house and attended the Rhode 
I s l a n d School of Design. For most of t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l careers, 
beginning about 1884, they were associated w i t h Tulane U n i v e r s i t y 
and the Newcomb Pottery, considered one of the f i v e most 
important e a r l y - 2 0 t h century a r t p o t t e r i e s i n the United States. 
W i l l i a m taught p a i n t i n g and drawing at Tulane and helped found 
the a r c h i t e c t u r e school. E l l s w o r t h was instrumental i n the 
c r e a t i o n of the a r t school and served as i t s f i r s t d i r e c t o r from 
1887 t o 1930, as w e l l as teaching. With the assistance of the 
Decorative A r t League f o r Women, the two brothers were l a r g e l y 
responsible f o r the development and n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n of the 
Newcomb Pottery. Newcomb Pottery was awarded a bronze medal at 
the 1900 Pan American Exposition, a gold medal at the K n o x v i l l e 
World's F a i r i n 1913, and a s i l v e r medal at the San Francisco 
World's F a i r i n 1915. 

W i l l i a m and E l l s w o r t h Woodward's drawings and p a i n t i n g s of the 
i n t e r i o r of t h e i r grandparents' house were done between 1889 and 
about 1900. While they are most w e l l known f o r t h e i r 
accomplishments i n the south, the brothers provided valuable 
v i s u a l records of the Carpenter Homestead at the end of the 19th 
century. 

Beedes and Edwin Emory C u l l 

On A p r i l 20, 1939, f o r the f i r s t time i n over 200 years, the 
p r o p e r t y was s o l d and passed out of Carpenter f a m i l y ownership 
when i t was purchased by V i r g i n i a S. Beede, w i f e of Robert S. 
Beede, of Providence, from George H. and Grace B. Carpenter. The 
deed of t r a n s f e r describes the property as l y i n g on the n o r t h 
side of Walnut Street and the east side of Prospect S t r e e t , 
p a r t l y i n Seekonk and p a r t l y i n Rehoboth, and comprising, w i t h 
minor exceptions predating 182 5, the same premises devised i n the 
t h i r d clause of the w i l l of Daniel Carpenter to h i s son Asahel 
Carpenter, March 1, 1763. 

The e a r l y 20th century h i s t o r y of the p r o p e r t y and the ownership 
t r a n s f e r r e f l e c t the s h i f t away from a g r i c u l t u r e t o 
suburbanization at t h a t time, when Seekonk was developing as a 
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desireable r e s i d e n t i a l community f o r the nearby urban areas of 
Providence, Rhode I s l a n d and A t t l e b o r o . Many o l d farms were 
bought and renovated as country homes during t h i s p e r i o d . This 
phase of the Carpenter Homestead h i s t o r y has importance i n the 
q u a l i t y of design and craftsmanship brought t o the renovation 
p r o j e c t by the new owners and t h e i r selected a r c h i t e c t , Edwin 
Emory C u l l of Providence, an a r c h i t e c t noted l o c a l l y as an 
a u t h o r i t y on the r e s t o r a t i o n of c o l o n i a l s t r u c t u r e s . 

Edwin Emory C u l l (1891-1956) was a n a t i v e of Providence and was 
educated i n Providence p u b l i c schools, the Rhode I s l a n d School of 
Design, and at C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y School of A r c h i t e c t u r e . A f t e r 
s e r v i n g i n the A i r Service Branch of the U.S. Army i n World War 
I , he r e t u r n e d t o Providence and e s t a b l i s h e d an independent 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r a c t i c e i n 192 0. He subsequently formed a 
p a r t n e r s h i p as C u l l & Robinson about 1940. A f t e r C u l l ' s 
r e t i r e m e n t i n 1952, the f i r m became known as C u l l , Robinson & 
Greene, and now as Robinson, Greene & Beretta. Prominent i n 
Rhode I s l a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l c i r c l e s f o r many years. C u l l was 
e l e c t e d t o several p o s i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g president i n 1941 and 
1942, of the Rhode I s l a n d Chapter of the American I n s t i t u t e of 
A r c h i t e c t s . C u l l was most w e l l known f o r h i s e x p e r t i s e i n e a r l y 
c o l o n i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n and a r c h i t e c t u r e , a passion he shared w i t h 
h i s more well-known contemporaries, Norman Morrison Isham of 
Providence and W i l l i a m Sumner Appleton of Boston, among others. 
Isham, 24 years senior t o C u l l and both a p r a c t i c i n g a r c h i t e c t 
and an i n s t r u c t o r i n a r c h i t e c t u r e at Brown U n i v e r s i t y and the 
Rhode I s l a n d School of Design, undertook some of the e a r l i e s t 
serious attempts t o study 17th century a r c h i t e c t u r e through 
d e t a i l e d examination and measured drawings of b u i l d i n g s . I n the 
1920s and 1930s, C u l l accompanied Isham on f i e l d v i s i t s and 
a s s i s t e d on several of Isham's numerous r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t s . 

C u l l ' s work has not been catalogued and h i s personal papers and 
drawings no longer e x i s t , but h i s commissions are known to have 
included new designs and r e s t o r a t i o n of houses i n Providence and 
L i t t l e Compton, farm groups f o r p r i v a t e estates, and d a i r y barn 
groups, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , and h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g s at the Rhode 
I s l a n d State College and the H o s p i t a l f o r Mental Diseases. His 
r u r a l summer house designs i n L i t t l e Compton, completed f o r 
prominent Providence re s i d e n t s , are d i s t i n g u i s h e d by picturesque 
and organic, rambling shingled forms and h i s work i n Providence 
by more formal C o l o n i a l Revival designs, but r e f l e c t i n g a s i m i l a r 
deep s e n s i t i v i t y f o r e a r l y b u i l d i n g s . Many have been l i s t e d i n 
the N a t i o n a l Register. 
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The r e s t o r a t i o n work undertaken i n 1939-1940 at the Carpenter 
Homestead by the Beedes and C u l l , while extensive, epitomized the 
best r e s t o r a t i o n philosophies and d e t a i l e d knowledge of C o l o n i a l 
p e r i o d s t r u c t u r e and f i n i s h e s of the pre-World War I I C o l o n i a l 
Revival era. This p r o j e c t i s also the best documented C u l l 
r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t known, as the o r i g i n a l b l u e - l i n e p r i n t s and 
the c o n t r a c t o r s p e c i f i c a t i o n s have been r e t a i n e d by the owners. 
The r e s t o r a t i o n work has, t h e r e f o r e , achieved s i g n i f i c a n c e i n i t s 
own r i g h t over the past 53 years due to the q u a l i t y of the work 
done under the d i r e c t i o n of a noteworthy l o c a l a r c h i t e c t . 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

The Carpenter Homestead farmhouse and a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t b u i l d i n g s , 
along w i t h the land features such as stone w a l l s and the stone 
dam, are important as 18th and 19th century vernacular 
a r c h i t e c t u r e and s t r u c t u r e s . The house i s one of the e a r l i e s t 
extant and best preserved houses i n the town of Seekonk. I t i s 
important f o r i t s s t r u c t u r a l delvelopment, o v e r a l l s t y l i s t i c 
appearance, roof form, s u r v i v i n g selected i n t e r i o r f i n i s h e s , and 
e a r l y stone chimney base w i t h f i r e p l a c e . The gable-on-hip roof 
type was r a r e i n the Rehoboth-Seekonk area even at the end of the 
18th century, and t h i s i s one of only two s u r v i v i n g examples. 
The r e s t o r a t i o n undertaken i n 1939-1940 has achieved importance 
as an e x c e l l e n t example of the highest q u a l i t y e a r l y 2 0th century 
r e s t o r a t i o n work, combining an archaeological approach t o the 
examination and r e s t o r a t i o n of s t r u c t u r a l and design elements 
w i t h the i n t r o d u c t i o n of reused C o l o n i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m and 
new features i n the C o l o n i a l Revival a e s t h e t i c . The s t e e p l y 
gabled barn and the gambrel-roof c o r n c r i b are r a r e s u r v i v i n g 18th 
century v a r i a n t s i n t h i s area of these common b u i l d i n g types. 

Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c settlement and subsistence i n 
Seekonk are p o o r l y understood, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s would be 
s i g n i f i c a n t . The m a j o r i t y of our knowledge f o r p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s 
along the Runnins River drainage i s from the estuarine zone to 
the south l e a v i n g the i n t e r i o r p o r t i o n s of town i n areas l i k e the 
Carpenter Homestead po o r l y documented. P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s 
l o c a l e can provide important i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between s i t e s on i n t e r i o r t r i b u t a r y streams along the headwaters 
of the drainage and l a r g e r s i t e s found i n the estnarine zone and 
on major ponds. P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can also 
c o n t r i b u t e data on the extent of i n t e r a c t i o n between p r e h i s t o r i c 
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peoples l i v i n g on neighboring drainages p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
importance or i n f l u e n c e from the Providence River/Narragansett 
Bay area versus the Taunton River/Mount Hope Bay l o c a l e s . During 
the h i s t o r i c p e r i o d the Runnins River/Barrington River area was 
near the border between the Narragansett and Wampanong Native 
American groups. These p o l i t i c a l boundaries and r e l a t e d p a t t e r n s 
of i n f l u e n c e may extend back i n t o the p r e h i s t o r i c p e r i o d . 

H i s t o r i c archaeological remains described above have the 
p o t e n t i a l t o provide d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the p h y s i c a l growth 
of the farm as w e l l as past domestic and a g r i c u l t u r a l landuse 
duri n g more than 200 years of continuous occupation by the 
Carpenter Family from the 18th through 20th c e n t u r i e s . Analysis 
of s t r u c t u r a l remains r e l a t e d to the house and r e l a t e d a r t i f a c t 
p a t t e r n s can help define the e a r l y c o n s t r u c t i o n sequence f o r the 
house which i s not c l e a r l y understood. This type of ana l y s i s can 
also help t o de f i n e a more precise c o n s t r u c t i o n data f o r the 
house, thought to have been constructed about 1720. 
Archaeological t e s t i n g can also help determine whether or not a 
separate entrance and s t a i r c a s e e x i s t e d f o r the western p o r t i o n 
of the house as i n d i c a t e d i n Ashel Carpenter's w i l l . Careful 
study of the i n t e r n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of foundation remains and 
occupational r e l a t e d features and the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among them 
could g r e a t l y entrance our understanding of the property's 
h i s t o r y . Other research areas which might be addressed by these 
sources include but are not l i m i t e d to i n i t i a l settlement and 
farm establishment, changes i n domestic and a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r a c t i c e s over time ( t r a d i t i o n versus i n n o v a t i o n ) , and how f a m i l y 
s t r u c t u r e of i n h a b i t a n t s a t d i f f e r e n t p o i n t s i n time e f f e c t e d use 
of the pr o p e r t y . 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

UTM References (continued) 

5 19 30? 5320 4635110 
6 19 30? 5270 4635100 
7 19 30? 3260 4695110 
-8 19 30? ?110 4635090 
-9 19 30? 3030 4635490 
10 19 30? 3160 4635530 
•11 19 30? 3110 4635730 
12 19 30? 3350 4635780 
13 19 30? 3380 4635650 
14 19 30? 3640 4635660 
-15 19 30? 3720 4635920 
"16 19 309480 4635860 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

The boundary of the Carpenter Homestead i s shown on the 
accompanying- maps. I t corresponds t o the present Seekonk 
Assessor's P l a t 22, Lots 36, 11, 37, and 35 and also includes a 
40-foot square s e c t i o n of Walnut Street encompassing the dam. I n 
Rehoboth, i t corresponds to Rehoboth Assessor's Parcel No. 37-11. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundary of the Carpenter Homestead was selected t o include 
a l l the contiguous lands w i t h i n the towns of Seekonk and Rehoboth 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h Carpenter Homestead since 1825, and 
w i t h minor exceptions, since 1763. I t includes the house, 
a g r i c u l t u r a l and other o u t b u i l d i n g s , associated s t r u c t u r a l 
f e a t u r e s , and surrounding a g r i c u l t u r a l , woodlands, and wetlands, 
t h a t have been continuously farmed since the 18th century. The 
row of house l o t s a t the extreme eastern edge of the pr o p e r t y 
along S a l i s b u r y S t r e e t , Rehoboth, were l a i d out and sold o f f by 
the Carpenter f a m i l y i n the e a r l y 2 0th century. 

(end) 
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DATA SHEET 

MAP# HISTORIC NAME LOCATION DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE STATUS RESOURCE 

1 Carpenter House 

2 Barn 

3 Corncrib/Greenhouse 

4 Skating House 

5 Stone Dam 

6 Well 

7 Well 

8 Stone Lined Spring 

9 Stone Lined Spring 

10 Stone Walls 

11 House 

12 Tennis Court 

north of Walnut St., i n 
southwest corner of property 

northeast of house 

50 feet northeast of house 

north of house, on west 
edge of pond 

Walnut St. 

i n basement of house 

inside bam at southern end 

150 feet west of house, 
at edge of fresh meadow 

wooded area east of hayfields 

throughout property 

Southern end of hayfield at 
northeast corner of intersection 
of Walnut and Prospect Streets 

north of house i n woodland 
area 

ca. 1720 et seq. 

ca. 1720 et seq. 

18th century/ca. 1940 

early 20th century; 
moved here ca. 1940 

18th century 

18th century 

19th century 

18th or 19th century 

18th or 19th century 

18th and 19th century 

1985 

1940s 

13 E l e c t r i c Power Line 

14 Incinerator 

wooded eastern section of property 

northeast corner of house a f t e r 1939-1940 

Colonial 
Colonial Rev. 

Vernacular 

Vernacular 

Vernacular 

Neocolonial 

C 

0 

C 

D 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

NC 

NC 

NG 

NC 

B 

B 

B 

Sit 

St 

St 

St 

St 

St 

1 

St 

St 

St 
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15 Terraced Garden 

16 Walled Garden 

17 Vegetable Garden 

18 F r u i t Tree Orchard 

IB (3) Hayfields 

20 Hayfield 

21 Fresh Meadow 

22 Manmade Pond 

23 (3) Manmade Ponds 

24 North Lawn 

On kno l l west of farmhouse 

walled garden east of farm­
house 

east of farmhouse 

east of farmhouse 

(3) north and east of barn 

northeast corner of 
intersection of Walnut and 
Prospect Streets 

west and northwest of house 

north of house/barn complex 

woodland/hayfield area north 
and east of barn 

north of house 

early 1940s 

1940s 

early 20th century 

early 20th century 

18th/l9th century 

18th/19th century 

18th/19th century 

ca. 1940 

ca. 1980/1990 

ca. 1940 

Colonial Rev 

C 

C 

NC(3) 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C(3) 

C 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Total Resources: 21 Contributing; 7 Noncontributing 

4 Contributing Buildings 
11 Contributing Sites 
6 Contributing Structures 

1 Noncontributing Building 
3 Noncontributing Sites 
3 Noncontributing Structures 

** Please refer to maps for more specific locational information 
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Property Name County State 

N/A 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of His t o r i c Places i n accordance 
with the attached nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, 
exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Service 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n included i n the nomination documentation. 

Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n ; Cateqorv 

D i s t r i c t i s the appropriate category f o r t h i s p roperty. C r i t e r i a exception B i n 
unnecessary because i t does not apply t o the d i s t r i c t as a whole. 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed w i t h MASHPO s t a f f by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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J u l y 26, 1993 EECIWED 

AUG G'11993 
Carol S h u l l iv'-VnC 
Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places: ij^bSiSIER 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service . 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

RE: Carpenter Homestead, 80 Walnut Street, Seekonk & Rehoboth 
( B r i s t o l County), Massachusetts, 02771/02769 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Carpenter Homestead, 8 0 Walnut Street, Seekonk & Rehoboth 
( B r i s t o l County), Massachusetts, 02771/02769. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 
The owner was n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n 30-75 days before the meeting and were a f f o r d e d the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o comment. 

Sincerely, 

/r 
Betsy Friedberg 
N a t i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Anne B. Jencks 
V i r g i n i a Adams, The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. 
Daniel Horton, Chairman, Seekonk H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Chairperson, Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
David Young J r . , Chairman, Seekonk Board of Selectmen 
Raymond C. McKearney, Chairman, Rehoboth Board of Selectmen 
Seekonk Public L i b r a r y 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 (617) 727-8470 Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


