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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one-story open air camp meeting shed with gable on hipped
roof is rectangular, measures approximately 72 x U5 feet, and has

The structure

It features a stage, unfinished plank pews, and a
packed earth and sawdust floor.

The only alteration has been the replacement of the original shake
roof with standing seam metal in 1925. The log and frame cabins,
dormitories, livery stable, and rail fence were removed 1920-30.

is supported by hewn and pegged timber
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sulphur Springs Methodist Campground was founded following the
Great Revival of 1800. First meetings here may have occurred as
early as 1815. In 1842 temporary brush arbors were abandoned
for a more permanent structural complex. The present shed as well
as the other buildings, now extinct, were reconstructed according
to the same plan and shape and utilizing the same materials in

1900.

The religious and social phenomenon of the camp meeting was an
important communicative vehicle for backwoods families. The
result of this experience is evidenced by the particular and
large varieties of Protestant sects and the brand of Protestant
Christianity practiced in certain areas of the Southeastern United
States. The simplicity and naturalness of the tabernacle's open
air construction and the electric spaciousness of its interior
volume reflect the personality of the SPlrlt and event that
created it.
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