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JXJ Original Site

The Seminole Council authorized an expediture of $65,000 to erect 
and equip Mekasukey Academy. It was finished in time for the opening of 
the 1891-1892 school year. Built of brick and stone (red sandstone 
bldcltnm^e«h-©verland by oxen from Muskogee), it was 4*1 impressive 
affair, rivaling any educational facility to be found in Indian Territory.

The central section was four stories high, including a nearly ground- 
level basement that contained the kitchen, a dining room (furnished with 
long wooden tables, chairs and benches, and a piano), and the school's 
laundry. This square central part of the building was flanked by two 
three-story wings garnished with balconies and porches. Conical towers, 
or turrets, stood guard over the southeast'and northeast corners. Sweep 
ing stairways, smaller turrets, and decorative chimneys for the building's 
fireplaces added Victorian elegance to the structure.

On the main (second) floor was the superintendent's office and 
living quarters. Here, too, were the primary and intermediate class 
rooms, the music room with its pianos, and a general assembly room that 
also served as class room for the older students. The infirmary was on 
the third floor. Rooms for students and teachers occupied the rest of 
the third and all of the fourth floor. Each floor had identical lavatory 
and bath arrangements along the west (back) side of the central section. 
Quite modern for its time, Mekasukey had hot and cold running water on 
each floor, steam heat to augment its fireplaces. A large wooden water 
tank filled the upper part of the southeast tower.

Today, as the enclosed picture confirms, only broken basement walls 
and gaunt, uncared-for trees remain to suggest the size and beauty 
Mekasukey once boasted. Meager as they are it is felt that an effective 
memorial to the Serainole educational system can be created here by 
stabilizing the ruins, clearing away unsightly rubble, adding a surfaced 
parking area, and providing the serious visitor with self-tour walkways 
and informational plagues. The site adjoins OK 59 three miles southwest 
of the town of Serainole. Near by are grounds used from time to time for 
tribal ceremonials.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Seminoles, fifth of Oklahoma's so-called Five Civilized 
Tribes, though not as advanced as the other four in some respects, 
nevertheless expressed an interest in schools for their children in 
their first meetings with United States government agents. The Treaty 
of 1823 provided for establishment of a school in Florida. The first 
school for Seminole children in Indian Territory was opened in 1844. 
The first mission school opened four years later under auspices of the 
Presbyterians, The Baptists began mission work in the Seminole Nation 
around 1850 and Spring Church, the original organized congregation 
(about two miles west of present Sasakwa), still has an influential 
Seminole membership. Colonel John Jumper, pastor at the time of his 
death, had long been a strong advocate of education.

This informal introduction is by way of pointing up the logic of 
the Seminole Council's eventual decision to establish two national 
academies, with identical facilities, to educate their boys and girls. 
The first of these institutions, erected and equipped at a cost of 
$65i000, was Mekasukey Academy. For boys, it opened in 1891. 
(Construction was then begun on the duplicate academy for girls - 
Emahaka ... the Seminole word for "girl's school.") Mekasukey was named 
for one of the "war towns" of the old Seminole Nation, whose people 
were known for their bravery. The name itself comes from the Creek 
word mekko-tku-cuko. Originally it meant "where the chiefs meet," but

With statehood in 190? state-supported public schools soon began 
to appear in the one-time Indian nations, Ihe need for separate Indian 
boarding schools declined. Responsibility for them was assumed by the 
federal government and many were closed. In 1911 Emahaka Academy was 
merged with Mekasukey, which was attended by girls as well as boys from 
that date until it, too, finally closed its doors in IjDJQ.

Mekasukey Academy's role was a relatively brief one. But thanks to 
the caliber of those who directed its educational, and religious, 
efforts   and the full cooperation of the Seminole Nation itself   
that role was not an inconsequential one. Although only the ruins of 
the academy's main building remain, it is felt that their preservation, 
with suitable walkways and informational markers, will create a fitting 
memorial, both to the institution itself and to the desire of the 
Seminoles to further the education of their youth.
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