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On the southwestern island on Ambajejus Lake, near the mouth 
of the West Branch of the Penobscot River, is the site of the ori 
ginal West Branch Boom House which was a simple, one-story log 
structure. The first Boom House was built at Ambajejus around 1835. 
This may have been the building that Henry David Thoreau referred to 
in 1846: "Here was the site of an old loggers camp...now overgrown 
with weeds and bushes." There was a log Boom House at the site in 
1865 and Hempstead described it as an "old institution then".

The present Boom House was built about JL907 and was used by 
the Great Northern until the fall of 19/1 when the West Branch drive 
was discontinued. The white and green shingled building is approxi 
mately 100 feet long by fifteen feet wide. The building is about 
ten feet from the lake and is divided into three sections. The 
center section is forty-three feet long and is one and a half stories 
high, with a gable overlooking the lake. This was the original 
building; the two other sections could not have been added much later, 
There are four rooms on the ground floor, three of which are wains- 
cotted. The fourth, on the southern end, is not finished and appears 
to be used as a storage place. The building has electric lights 
(with its own generator plant), running water, and is heated by com 
bination wood and oil stoves. The building is fronted by a low porch 
which extends nearly two-thirds of the building's length.

. The Boom Hou,se is directly in front of a rocky bluff and the 
whole island is lightly forested, predominately with pine. There 
is also a small log cabin on the island besides several frame, out 
houses. There are still booms running across the mouth of the West 
Branch and on one, log float is an old. wjaoden capstan, used to pull 
boom together.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The nineteenth century belonged to the lumbering industry in 
Maine. First pine and then spruce was the "King" species sought 
after by woodsmen. The northern forests in the Penobscot basin made 
Bangor the "Queen City". The men who drove the wood down the river 
to the sawmills carried her name with them as they lumbered their 
way to the West Coast. At least ten other cities were named after 
the Penobscot Bangor. The log drive provided work for all the men 
along the river. At the turn of the century, Millinocket and East 
Millinocket sprung up overnight to turn the wood from the drive into 
paper.

At the head of Ambajejus Lake and at the mouth of the West 
Branch is one of the most significant remaining sites connected with 
Penobscot lumbering history. To the northeast and the southwest of 
the Penobscot f s mouth are two islands which were used until the fall 
of 1971 as archoring points for booming the logs driven down the 
river. Once collected the boom was towed, at first by hand and then 
by steamer, down the chain of Lakes (Ambajejus, Peinadumcobk, North 
Twin Lakes) to the North Twin Dam where they were sluiced to the 
Great Northern's mills at Millinocket and East Millinocket. Before 
the turn of the century when the mills and towns were constructed, 
the trees of the Penobscot basin found their way to the collection 
point of the Penobscot Boom Company above Bangor, There the logs 
were sorted and consigned to their owners.

There has been a Boom House at the present site since 1835. 
The present building has "Been used continuously since 1907, until 
the West Branch drive finally ended in the fall of 1971. For prac 
tical and conservation reasons, the Great Northern has build a new 
road to carry the wood harvest directly to the mills. Only the 
Boom House remains to remind us of the Maritime provinces to move 
the wood to saw and paper mills.
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