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NATI(X A REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Abijah Thonpson House possesses integrity of |ocation, design, materials, setting,

wor kmanshi p, feeling andassociations. |t issignificant as an unusual exanple of the
Gothic Revival style (seeform #232; also Newton, Mass., MRX Webster Park HD) charac-
terized by atruncated central tower flanked by twosteeply pitched gabled wall dorners.
It also boasts full length windows flanking theentry and a towered addition at therear.

The Thonpson House also reflects theinitial resid*ntia] Hovcl ounent ot the area d|rectly
east of thetown as thepopulation began toclinmb rapidly. . ‘ -

mMCEITECTJRhL Sl QU FI CANCE Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate i nterns of
other buildings within the oomunity.

AR v, e ek
The Thonpson House i s ah unusual exanple of theGothic Revival style which hear., cr. vl
nost exact resenblance t oseveral period cottages in Newton Mass. (N -'"on, Mass. MRX
Vebster Park HistoricDistrict; NR 9/A/86). Itisal2story, clapboard clad struc-

ture enclosed by a gable roof. |tssymretrical three bay facade i s centered on a double
| eaf paneled entry which is flanked by full length French windows. Atruncated, poly-
gonal bay rises through theroofline above theentry andi t i sflanked by steeply pitched
gabled wal | dorners. Atower with pyramdal roof rises fromthecenter of therear eleva-
tion. Awonestory Tuscan porch runs across thefacade. These twofeatures mey be |ater
additions, andthegables may have |ost sone vergeboard trim. l'tissimliar to the
house at 85 Wl nut Street (#232).

H STOMCAL S GNH CANCE  Explain the role owers played inlocal or state historyandhow the
building relates t othe devel opnent of the comunity. ,,

It

This house was built i nthelate 1830s or i n the 18A0s, but i tsfirst known ovner i s.
Abi j ah Thonpson (1827-1912) i n185A  Thonpson was involved in a variety of Vinchester
affairs. By trade a |eather manufacturer, he worked for his father, Benjamn F. Thonpson
in Boston. He was first vice-president of the Wnchester Historical Society and gathered
nuch val uable information andartifacts of thetow's history. He served on various
conmttees of thetown, including the 1882 Village Inprovenment Association; foundedthe
newspaper, the Wnchester Times which failed; formed thetown's Masonic Lodge, andwas an
of ficer of theSavings Bank and a nentber of t he Agricultural Library. Hisplanned estate
near the Aberjona never materialized, sohebuilt a house at t hecorner of Church Street
and @ en Road instead and noved there i n1867. The house then passed t o Stephen Thonpson.
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Chapnan, Henry Smith. History of Wnchester. 1936."' > . AT
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