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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Moses Fowler House was built during the years 1851-52 by Moses
Fowler, a leading Lafayette businessman. Fowler acted as his own

architect, drawing on Country Houses by Downing, a popular

collection of drawings for country homes.

Fowler built the house in

Gothic Revival style, using native black walnut for the interior trim

and stucco as the basic medlum for the house.

The house incorporated

many of of the best elements of the English Gothic style, including an

undulating bargeboard, Gothic arched windows:
~with heavy hood moldings, a large bay window , with a smaller oriel

lancet in the gable,

window to the left, dormers, and massive chimneys based on fhose of
the English medleval period. The woodwork was exqunsn‘ely hand-
carved in the gothic mode, and the ornate trim in the parlor was
executed and decorated wi"’rh gold leaf by ltalian artisans brought
from New York. The spacious grounds which surrounded the house

were landscaped in the English country style.

In 1916, Cecil Fowler remodeled the house, adding modern plumbing,
a new kufchen and a large north-south gallery and dining room. Also,
the grounds were relandscaped, a three-storied terrace, patio,
reflection pool, and summer house in the more formal Italian manner
were installed. All remodeling, however, kepf strictly fo the style

of thé older porfion of the house, so that no incongruities were created.

iy et b o orsieal s e Vioaed
Alfhough the summerhouse and pool have been removed, the paho is

.. being restored and the house itself is in the same condition as it was

in 1916; indeed, the old portion of the house is in much the same

condition as it was when built.

Taken as @ whole, the house represenfs

according to one authority, "the finest of the large gothic revival

residences still standing in Indiana" .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

'“'Mﬁg}éﬁjgwrer'&:’dmb'i'ES'Lfafdyé'ﬁe, Indiana from Ohio in 1839 with John
Purdué’(founder of Purdue University) and by 1850 both he and Purdue had
established themselves astute and successful businessmen. Fowler,
particularly, was very successful in commerce along the Wabash and Erie
Canal. On a visit to the east in 1850, he was impressed by the home of a
friend and determined to build one like it for himself in Lafayette. Upon
his return to Indiana, Fowler began planning his mansion, one of the earliest
homes of any significance in Lafayette. Acting as his own architect, Fowler
directed the building of his tree story, thirty room home. Using native
woods and stucco, Fowler created a house in the English Gothic style which
has few rivals then or now in northern Indiana. Purchased from the Fowler
family in 1940 by the Tippecanoe County Historical Association, the house
remains a living link with Lafayette's early days and has been called by an
early authority on Indiana architecture "probably the finest example of the
large Gothic Revival residences still standing in Indiana." At this fime,
however, local authorities are considering moving railroad tracks which
parallel the Fowler House some 200 feet to the east for the purposes of alleviating
traffic congestion. Unfortunately, this would result in the destruction of the
house, and the loss of one of Indiana's finest pieces of early architecture.




Wilbur Peat, Indiana Hauses of the Nineteenth Century

Kingman Bros. Pub., The Combination Atlas Map of Tippecanoe County, Indiana

1878

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE proPERTY |0 DEFINING TOHFELCEESP;TTEHRASOINT OF A PROPERTY
TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI'TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o » ” o » ” [o) ’ - t 0. ’ ”
o o ° ] 86° 537 117 | 40° 24" 29
SE o . . o .|| west plusor minus | north plus or
Sﬂ o ’ » o ’ » ] " mi‘nUS ] "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COoDE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COoDE

NAME AND TITLE:

Lafayette

ORGANIZATION DATE
‘ i istori ciation - 12/20/70
STRE AND NUMBER:
209 t
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

India

As the designated State Liaison Officer for: the N.a-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State @/

The recommended

National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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