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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Moses Fowler House was built during the years 1851-52 by Moses 
.Fowler, a leading Lafayette businessman. Fowler acted as his own 
architect, drawing on Country Houses by Downing, a popular 
collection of drawings for country homes. Fowler built the house in 
Gothic Revival style, using native black walnut for the interior trim 
and*sf;0tc6_as the basic medium for the house. The house incorporated 
many of the best elements of the English Gothic style, including an 
undlulating bargeboard, Gothic arched windows: lancet in the gable, 
with heavy hood moldings, a large bay wir^dpw^ with a; smpller or,iel 
window to the left, dormers, and massive chimneys based on those of 
the English medieval period. The woodwork was exquisitely hand- 
carved in the gothic mode, and the ornate trim in the parlor was 
executed and decorated with gold leaf by Italian artisans brought 
from New York. The spacious grounds which surrounded the house 
were landscaped in the English country style.

In 1916, Cecil Fowler remodeled the house, adding modern plumbing, 
cfnew kitcfien and a large north-south gallery and dining room. Also, 
the grounds were relandscaped, a three-storied terrace, patio, 
reflection pool, and summer house in the more formal Italian manner 
were installed. All remodel jng, however, kept strictly to the style 
of the oTder portion of Tfie house, so fhat no incongruities were created.
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Although the summerhbuse and pool have been removed, the patio is 

i being restored and the house itself is in the same condition as it was 
in 1916; indeed, the old portion of the house is in much the same 
condition as it was when built. Taken "as a whole, the house represents 
according to one authority, "the finest of the large gothic revival 
residences still standing in Indiana". (Peat)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

'came to Lafayette, Indiana from Ohio in 1839 with John 
Purdue (founder of Purdue University) and by 1850 both he and Purdue had 
established themselves astute and successful businessmen. Fowler, 
particularly, was very successful in commerce along the Wabash and Erie 
Canal. On a visit to the east in 1850, he was impressed by the home of a 
friend and determined to build one like it for himself in Lafayette. Upon 
his return to Indiana, Fowler began planning his mansion, one of the earliest 
homes of any significance in Lafayette. Acting as his own architect, Fowler 
directed the building of his tree story, thirty room home. Using native 
woods and stucco, Fowler created a house in the English Gothic style which 
has few rivals then or now in northern Indiana. Purchased from the Fowler 
family in 1940 by the Tippecanoe County Historical Association, the house 
remains a living link with_ Lafayette's early $lays and has been called by an 
early authority on Indiana architecture "probably the finest example of the 
large Gothic Revival residences still standing in Indiana." At thus time, 
however, local authorities are considering moving railroad tracks which 
parallel the Fowler House some 200 feet to the east for the purposes of alleviating 
traffic congestion. Unfortunately, this would result in the destruction of the 
house, and the loss of one of Indiana's finest pieces of early architecture.
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