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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

with a diameter of approximately 145 feet.

floor and a false acoustical ceiling.

now used as a school gymnasium.

shelter which it provides.

The Dexter Community House is a large round brick building

Constructed of

tile its dome shaped roof is supported by steel girders.
Windows are evenly spaced and marked by simple brick Tintels
and sills. The ceiling, once plastered, is now covered by a
modern false ceiling. On the interior the walls are finished
with sandstone. Opposite the main entrance is a large stage
beneath which are three dressing rooms, two coal bins and a
1ibrary room. Modern additions include bleachers, a wood

Once intended for a variety of community activities including
revival meetings and theatre events, the Community House is

The building is set among low profile residences in a small
rural camunity. Neither its approaches nor its immediate
enviromment set it apart as a pivotal structure in the community.

And yet, it is a vital part of it purely for the interior
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

: v
The Dexter Community House, built in 1917, is an unusual
round brick building with an elliptical roof and internal
steel girders. Its designer, an aviation inspector for
- Midwestern Cantonments, (armyquarter) was an engineer by
the name of Major Matt King. Since its construction the
Dexter Community House has been ysed for important community
activities. Now the building is used for the Dexter-Redfield
Community School as a gymnasium.
The Dexter Community House is an early twentieth century example
of functional architecture designed with adaptive uses in mind.
It was built by Tocal stockholders as a multipurpose facility.

It is'régarded with great pride by citizens of Dexter

and a like structure has not yet been found elsewhere in the
state. Although not considered the handsomest structure

to be found, it does teach us something about the varying roles
of taste and function in rural America. A building such

as this may not be considered as aesthetic as many barns,

but for local groups needing a meeting place, it is quite

functional.
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Marjorie Weesner, President

ORGANIZATION

Twentieth Century Club

DATE

November 13, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

318 Marshall Street
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STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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