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" Hixville Village Historic District, Dartmouth, Massachusetts 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary 

Structure; Hotel 
Commerce/General Store 
Reliqion/Reliqious Structure 
Funerary/Cemetery 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary 

Structure 
Religion/Religious Structure; Church-

related residence 
Funerary/Cemetery 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Early Republic/Federal 
Mid-19th Century/Greek Revival 

Materials (enter categories from Instructions) 

foundation 
walls Clapboard; Wood Shingle; Synthetic 

roof Asphalt 
other Granite; Cut Stone, Aluminum 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Hixvi l le Historic D is t r i c t is located at the intersection of Hixvi l le Road 
and Old Fall River Road in Dartmouth, Massachusetts. The area of the proposed 
d i s t r i c t is quite small, following the l o t l ines of buildings and sites s t i l l 
ref lect ing the nineteenth century flavor of the v i l lage. The d i s t r i c t 
contains seven structures and one cemetery. The topography of the land in and 
around the d i s t r i c t is generally f l a t , with open f ie lds and second-growth 
woodland. Roads are two-lane macadam roads, l ined with small sidewalks in the 
vi l lage and grassy margins outside the v i l lage, typical of rural Dartmouth 
roads. -̂^ o , : r ; - - : , ,. 

The predominant structure in the d i s t r i c t is the Hixvi11e Christian Church, 
bu i l t in 1853, which occupies the northwest corner of Hixvi l le and Old Fall 
River Roads. This was the si te of the f i r s t meetinghouse erected by the 
congregation of Elder Daniel Hix in 1785, and a second meetinghouse in 1811. 
The church is a 2 1/2-story wood-frame structure, clad with white-painted , a ,-
wooden clapboard. I t is Greek Revival in s ty le , with i t s gable end (east 
facade) facing Hixvi l le Road. The building has a wide roof overhang with - < 
boxed cornice and simple brackets suggesting the continuance of the roof 
raf ters. The overhang and wide frieze continue along the gable end while 
brief returns offer the suggestion of the front pediment. The east facade has 
a fu l l -width wooden porch with a latticework apron, added presumably when the 
church was raised to accommodate a f u l l ground story for a vestry in 1897. 
The wooden porch has a wide central stairway, divided in two by a simple • 
ra i l i ng , a l l guarded by a wooden balustrade of square balusters and newel 
posts topped with a turned, grooved ba l l . The facade is balanced, with two 
four-panel entry doors flanked with engaged recessed-panel pilasters and 
capped by a wide fr ieze. Between the two doorways is a single window opening 
with 6/6 double-hung sash with simple casings and a protruding cap molding on 
the header. Above each doorway is a similar window. The rooftop is completed 
by a simple steeple. 

The north, south and west sides of the church reveal the upper, original 
church with the basement story added beneath. The upper portion has two large 
windows, the lower story has simple 6/6 windows and a simple doorway on the 
south and west sides. The entire building is clad with wooden clapboard, with 
comerboards, painted white. On the rear (west) facade is a one-story 

1' 1! 
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gable-roofed addition with simple comerboards, shingled and painted white. 
The addition occupies approximately 3/5 of the rear width. 

A ca. 1980 ministers house has been bu i l t on the adjacent north l o t , next to 
the church and is considered noncontributing. A propane gas storage tank 
stands near the northwest corner of the church and a chain-link fence is 
located along the rear (west, and part of the northwest) section of the 
property dividing i t from the l o t to the west. 

Directly across Old Fall River Road from the church (and occupying the 
southwest comer of the intersection with Hixvi l le Road) is the Hixvi l le 
Christian Church Cemetery (ca. 1820). The cemetery is set o f f from the two 
roads by a carefully bu i l t dry- laid stone wall of cut, but undressed, granite 
blocks leveled and f i l l e d with smaller random-sized stone. The gate in this 
wall is located on the Old Fall River Road side and is hung on granite posts. 
The gate was or ig inal ly wooden, but has been replaced with a chainlink metal 
gate. The other two sides of the rectangular cemetery l o t (south and west) 
are defined by the more common, random-sized fieldstone walls. The cemetery 
i t s e l f contains approximately one hundred and th i r t y graves of many local 
Dartmouth ci t izens, mostly members of the Hixvi l le congregation, with dates of 
death generally in the nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. The graves 
are generally marked with relat ively simple gravestones, plainly shaped, 
unpolished, with engraved names and dates. The cemetery is now owned by the 
Town of Dartmouth. 

The building immediately west of the church is the Sabin Store, 783 Old Fall 
River Road (ca. 1805), a Greek Revival dwelling 1 1/2 stories in height, 
wood-frame construction, with i t s gable end to the street. I t or ig inal ly 
housed a store on the f i r s t f loor , thus accounting for the unexpected center 
entrance. The building has been remodeled, including conversion of the store 
space to residential use; residing of the original clapboard with white 
painted asbestos shingles; replacement of most of the double-hung 6/6 sash 
with 2/1 double-hung sash, and the addition of double 2/1 windows flanking the 
center front entrance. There are three roof donners on the west side of the 
bui lding, two small single windows flanking a larger double window dormer, a l l 
dating from the th i rd quarter of the nineteenth century. Except for the 
asbestos shingles and aluminum gutters and conductors, the building is largely 
as i t was in the nineteenth century. There is a single car, wood-frame, 
painted wooden shingle garage on the east side of the house. The property is 
set of f from the road by a painted wooden picket fence, from the church l o t by 
a wire fence supported by wooden posts and 2 foot by 2 foot ra i ls and from the 
l o t to the rear (north) by a stone wal l . 

Occupying the northeast corner of the intersection of Old Fall River Road and 
Hixvi l le Road (at the geographic point where Hixvi l le Road becomes North 

(continued) 
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H i x v i l l e Road) is the 2 1/2-story wood-frame Cloth ier Pierce House, 1177 North 
H i x v i l l e Road (ca. 1810). This i s the la rgest res ident ia l s t ructure in the 
d i s t r i c t and the one most nearly in i t s o r ig ina l cond i t ion . The bu i ld ing ' s 
f ron t entrance was o r i g i n a l l y on H i x v i l l e Road.(as the address ind i ca tes ) , a 
cen t ra l l y located entrance, qui te typ ica l of Federal archi tecture of the t ime, 
but was been moved to the south gabled end, facing Old Fall River Road. A 
f u l l w id th , one-story porch whose hipped roof i s supported by double squared 
posts standing on f ie lds tone piers connected with a simple wooden balustrade 
was added ca 1930. Most of the o r ig ina l clapboarding on the south e leva t ion , 
especia l ly in the gable area has been replaced with shingles. This elevat ion 
also accommodates a gable vent and replacement window headers. The other 
elevations of the bu i ld ing are clad with shingles and narrow comerboards, and 
have symmetrically spaced 6/6 double-hung windows with splayed l i n t e l s on the 
f i r s t f l oo r and headers blended in to the narrow f r i eze on the second f l o o r . 
There are returns in the gable ends of the house. The r o o f . i s covered with 
asphalt shingles and is punctuated by a small central chimney. The two s t reet 
sides of th i s corner l o t are defined by a stone w a l l . A noncontributing two 
car, wood-frame, shingled garage bu i ld ing (ca. 1910) i s located north of the 
house f ron t ing on North H i x v i l l e Road. 

The Colonel Jacob Col l ins Inn, 770 H i x v i l l e Road (ca. 1800) is located at the 
southeast corner of the in te rsec t ion of H i x v i l l e Road and Old Fal l River 
Road. This bui ld ing is a wood-frame, one-story, gable-roofed res ident ia l 
bu i l d i ng , with i t s main entrance facing H i x v i l l e Road. I t appears to be a 
double cape and served as an inn fo r the New Bedford-Fall River stagecoach 
service in the nineteenth century (labeled as a "ho te l " on mid-nineteenth 
century maps). The wavy contour of the roof suggests widely spaced roof 
ra f te rs and i s asphalt shingled. This bu i ld ing reta ins i t s o r ig ina l 
conf igura t ion ; however, much of the bu i ld ing has been obscured by the recent 
appl icat ion of vinyl s id ing and the replacement of most of the windows and 
entry door. These a l te ra t ions are unfortunate because of the s igni f icance of 
t h i s s t ructure in the development of H i x v i l l e . This property i s defined by a 
chain l ink fence. There are no outbui ldings or other structures on the 
property. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district, i t is 
possible that sites are present. One site is recorded in the general area 
(within one mile). The physiccrl characteristics of the district, well drained 
soils on a relatively level terrace in close proximity to the Copicut 
River/Cornell Pond and its tributaries, indicate favorable locational criteria 
for native subsistence and settlement activities. In general, however, the 
small size of the district (3 acres), its historic period development and the 
fact that most of the district is nearly 300 meters from these wetlands 
indicate at best a moderate sensitivity for prehistoric resources. 

There is a high potential for significant historic archaeological remains 
within the district. Controlled testing and excavation can determine whether 
or not structural survivals remain of several important building in the 
district. These structures include the first (1785) and second (1811) 
meetinghouses on the site of the Hixville Christian Church (1853), the Lee 
house/tavern/store/stables and other building, which burned in 1856 (located 
across from the Collins Inn). Each of these sites evolved around the 
intersection of Hixville Road and the Old Fall River Road. Other potential 
historic sites in this area include a shoe store, blacksmith shop and several 
residences. Outbuilding sites associated with the above structures are also 
probably common in the area. Occupational-related features (trash pits, 
privies, wells) also likely exist associated with most of the structures 
listed above. 

(end) 



8. Statement of Significance 
H i x v i l l e V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Dartmouth, Massachusetts 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide 1x1 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 2JA I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) H A Q C I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Agriculture 1785-1900 1785 Architecture 1807 
Community Planning and Development 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ' Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atx>ve. 

The Hixville Historic District, Dartmouth, Massachusetts, stands alone in 
North Dartmouth as an intact village and a thriving, rural nineteenth century 
crossroads. The area first grew in 1785 as the center of religious activity 
in the area, later as a stop-over for the early stagecoach service between New 
Bedford and Fall River, and finally, in the late nineteenth century, as a stop 
on local railroad service, which provided services to local farmers. Hixville 
never experienced the economic boom of the advantaged seacoast areas of Old 
Dartmouth, but instead quietly thrived as a rural center. Though quiet now, a 
victim of its backwater position economically and politically, Hixville still 
retains its nineteenth century character, with strong visual remnants of its 
heritage, and potentially rich archaeological sites. The village is an 
important representative of a rapidly vanishing community type once common 
throughout southeastern Massachusetts. The Hixville Historic District meets 
Criteria A and C and Exceptions A and D for listing of the National Register 
of Historic Places on the local level, maintaining its integrity of location, 
design, setting, workmanship, feeling and association. Its period of 
significance is from 1785 to 1900. 

The village of Hixville is located in the northem part of the town of 
Dartmouth, Massachusetts, near the boundary with the City of Fall River and 
the Town of Freetown. It is situated on the crossroads of a jog in the Old 
Fall River Road (which runs roughly from east to west from New Bedford to Fall 
River) at the intersection with (North) Hixville Road (which runs roughly 
north to south and leads from Assonet to Smith Mills and Westport). The land 
is generally flat, although slightly undulating to the nearby Shingle Island 
River (east of Hixville, running under the Old Fall River Road). 

Dartmouth was once a much larger geographic and political entity encompassing 
present Dartmouth, Westport, New Bedford, Fairhaven, Acushnet and some 
portions of Tiverton and Little Compton, Rhode Island. The original town was 
purchased from the Wampanoag Indians in 1652 by thirty-four colonists from 
Plymouth. Although few of the original purchasers ever lived in Old 

nn See continuation sheet 
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Dartmouth, settlement of the area began soon after the purchase. Dartmouth's 
many small rivers promoted scattered, water-powered mills for grinding flour 
and sawing wood, necessities of lif e in the 17th century. Unlike South 
Dartmouth, Fairhaven and New Bedford, North Dartmouth is considerably removed 
from the seacoast so that the principal economic activity was farming. 
Dartmouth was rich in forested land and virgin soil, though the work of 
clearing trees, brush and stone was formidable. 

The land around the present Hixville Village was first owned by the Joseph 
Allen family, one of the original proprietors. Upon his death, the land was 
one of several tracts inherited by his two sons; Joseph Jr. and John. The 
ownership of the Hixville tract, approximately 300 square acres, was split 
between the brothers, each retaining individual ownership of one half of the 
300 acres. When Joseph Allen Jr. died in 1735, his wife and five children 
each received a share of the property. The heirs of Joseph Jr. then sold their 
land to Ezekiel Chase and his brother-in-law Ebenezer Petty" for 360 pounds. 
The Chase family played a large role in the development of the town of 
Dartmouth, especially the Hixville area. Chase and Petty split the land 
holding, with Petty owning the land to the north of the Old Fall River Road to 
the "new sawmill lot," and Chase owning the land to the south. 

The other Allen brother, John, died in 1754, bequeathing his 150-acre lot to 
his son Philip, who in turn sold i t in 1755. The new owner was Judah Chase, 
second cousin to Ezekiel. This parcel was to the north of Ezekiel Chase's and 
Petty's holdings. At this point in time, Hixville was clearly Chaseville, and 
in fact, most of the families settling on these 300 acres in the next 75 years 
were somehow related to the Chase family. Ezekiel Chase (1711-??) was bom in 
Swansea, Massachusetts. He married his second cousin Rebecca Chase, and 
together they had eight children. The most significant was Simeon Chase who 
married Elizabeth Cornell, daughter of Israel and Susannah Baker, on July 17, 
1758. Of their eleven children, two daughters would marry men who played 
important roles in the property ownership and economic development of Hixville 
village. Chloe married Clothier Pierce of Swansea on June 24, 1781 and Martha 
married Ira Washburn from Bridgewater on May 17, 1781. 

The Washburn family was the second major family to arrive in the Hixville 
area. Moses Washburn and his wife Hannah (Cushman) came to Dartmouth with 
their four sons about 1750. They settled to the north and east of Hixville. 
Their son Peter was the most important descendant of the family in Hixville, 
going on to own most of the property east of the village towards New Bedford. 
Peter bequeathed this land to his nephew Ira, who in turn sold a small mill 
lot (containing 12 rods) to Daniel Turner for $15.00. Upon this lot Daniel 
built a store which he sold to his brother Calvin in 1826. Calvin K. Turner 
was to become a prominent real estate holder in nearby New Bedford. 

(continued) 
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Like the Chase family, the Collins family figures prominently in the original 
settlement of this area. They constructed a mill on the nearby Shingle Island 
River, erected-early houses and engaged in farming as well as mill work. 
Other family names from the early development of Hixville were Briggs, Gifford 
and Howland. 

By the later 18th century, the portion of Dartmouth around the intersection of 
the two roads supported a large agricultural community, but the village of 
Hixville itself had not developed. As late as 1780, deed references from the 
area include mentions of "undivided land," from the original purchase of 
Dartmouth in 1652. 

Generally speaking, the town of Dartmouth attracted two types of religious 
groups, the Quakers and the Baptists, both anxious to escape the persecution 
of the dominant religious factions in Plymouth Colony or the Providence 
Plantations. Many of the settlers of North Dartmouth were Baptists who built 
scattered farms along the roads connecting coastal Dartmouth to more populous 
areas such as Newport, Boston, Plymouth and later. New Bedford and Fall 
River. Although isolated and scattered, the Baptists in North Dartmouth held 
regular religious services at one another's houses. The nearest organized 
church was in nearby Rehoboth where the North Dartmouth Baptists traveled for 
organized Sabbath services, weddings and baptisms, ministered by Elder Jacob 
Hix. To better meet the spiritual needs of that community. Elder Hix 
organized the First Baptist Church of North Dartmouth with 63 members in 
1780. In October of 1781, Jacob's brother Daniel was installed as minister of 
this church. In 1785, the newly organized Baptist Church erected its first 
meetinghouse at the intersection of Old Fall River Road and Smith Mills Road 
(now Hixville Road). 

This wood-frame, one-story building soon became known as Hix's Meeting House 
in literature and maps demonstrate its importance and prominence in the area. 
By this time, the road was also known as the road to (or by) Hix's Meeting 
House. 

Daniel Hix (1755-1838) was one of eight children bom to Hannah and Elder John 
Hix of Rehoboth. He seemed the least likely of his family to be marked for 
the ministry, as pranks and mischief marked his youth. With l i t t l e education, 
Daniel supported himself as a cooper until he joined the Baptist Church in 
earnest, converting in 1779. He joined his brother's church in 1780, preached 
his first sermon in March and was ordained in July. He was known as an 
effective preacher of considerable charisma and noted for his understanding 
and common sense. Elder Hix developed a great following throughout the area, 
infusing a spirit that not only led to the growth of his own congregation, but 
also the establishment of churches in New Bedford, Fairhaven, Long Plain, 
Rochester and Freetown. 

(continued) 
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In 1807, all of the North Dartmouth members and their affiliated branches 
voted to reorganize, taking the Bible alone as the rule of faith and 
practice. With Elder Hix s t i l l as their pastor, the church renamed itself the 
First Christian Church. The ultimate consequence of this reorganization, and 
Elder Hix's determined position in favor of religious tolerance and liberty, 
was the vote in 1811 to exclude the Hixville church (and its affiliates) from 
the Groton Baptist Conference, which Elder Hix's congregation had joined in 
1786. 

Hix's own church was the "mother" church and Hix nurtured the "daughter" 
churches in nearby towns and villages by baptizing and preaching the circuit, 
so that by 1808, the parent and offspring churches had grown to nearly 700 
members. I t was in this period of revivalist spirit and large membership that 
the earlier meetinghouse was replaced in 1811 by a larger church structure. 
The growth in this period is generally attributable to the relative degree of 
religious liberty enjoyed by the First Christian Church as "it was fostered by 
its leader Elder Daniel Hix. I t was also during this period of growth that 
the church established its cemetery on the land to south, across the Old Fall 
River Road (the cemetery is now owned by the Town of Dartmouth). 

Elder Hix remained pastor of his ever-growing congregation until poor health 
forced his resignation in 1834. Although he died in 1838, his name continued 
to identify the crossroads where his church was built. Interestingly, middle 
and late 19th century cartographers often incorrectly spelled the name of the 
village as "Hicksville" rather than "Hixville." 

Although suffering temporary setbacks such as the r i f t over military service 
during the War of 1812 (in which sixteen members left to form their own church 
at the Head of Westport), the church continued to grow until the 1840s. At 
that time, the teachings of William Miller were greatly followed, and many 
members were drawn away. Miller taught that Christ would come in October of 
1842, a date later revised to October of 1843. Although neither date was 
correct, his teachings had been divisive enough to cause church attendance to 
fall off dramatically, not recovering until the next decade. 

In 1853, with a new influx of members, the third church building was 
constructed. The building was used throughout the later nineteenth century, 
and was raised and altered in 1897 to accommodate a large foundation and 
basement for use as a vestry and community space for social occasions. The 
building as altered remains as the present Hixville Christian Church. 

In the last decades of the nineteenth century, the congregation dwindled 
despite the alterations to the church building, so that by 1901 membership was 
only twenty-one people. For most of this century, membership has been 
similarly small, although the church has continued to be active. In most 
recent years, there has been a limited increase in attendance. 

(continued) 
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The significance of the Hixville Christian Church and its impact on the 
surrounding area can be understood by the assertion in the 1960s that this 
single church had been responsible for the estabishment and growth of 
thirty-five other churches throughout the area. 

The-growth of Hixville Village can be attributed not only to the presence of 
the meetinghouse itself, but also to the economic activities of the area and 
the nearby towns and cities. In January of 1826, a.stagecoach line began to 
run between New Bedford and Fall River, with Hixville as a way station on the 
regular route. Land travel between the two towns had long been on the Old 
Fall River Road through the village, but after 1826 stages stopped regularly 
at Hixville, and by 1844 three times a week. 

In 1826 Captain Jacob Collins, seeing that a rest stop would be necessary, 
prudently purchased a property located "on the road that leads from Hix 
Meeting House to Smith Mills" (now known as Hixville Road), and converted i t 
to a tavern. Located on the southeast corner of the intersection of Hixville 
Road and Old Fall River Road is the village inn. The lot upon which this 
building stands was once a part of a larger parcel, occupying most of this 
intersection, owned by the Washburn family. 

In 1829 Calvin K. Turner purchased six acres with "a dwelling house and other 
buildings," located across from Jacob Collins' land, from Zebedee Jones. In 
1830, Turner sold half of this property, with dwelling house, to his future 
brother-in-law, Thomas J. Lee, who subsequently converted the house into a 
tavern for the increased stagecoach traffic. In 1842 Lee sold his half to his 
brother-in-law John Chase, and in 1850 Calvin and John sold the entire 
dwelling house/tavern, store, stables and other buildings. Apparently the 
tavern burned down shortly thereafter, for the 1856 map of "Hicksville" shows 
no building on that site. (By 1871, a new dwelling had been built on the 
site, labelled "J. Chase," and in the 1891 Atlas, "D. Green." The house was 
pulled down sometime in the mid-twentieth century, and the site has remained 
vacant.) 

In the meantime, however, George Collins improved his father's tavem directly 
across the road. In the 1860s, that property was conveyed to Mercy Carpenter, 
wife of Henry G. Carpenter, a successful innkeeper elsewhere in the state, and 
was s t i l l an inn at this point. 

Identification of Hixville as a village seems to have taken place in the early 
part of the nineteenth century, with the meetinghouse as the central 
structure, and with the stage route as a catalyst for commerce. The principal 
activity of those living in North Dartmouth in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries was farming. The Hixville crossroads provided a logical spot for a 
store to help supply the needs of otherwise self-sufficient farmers. The 

(continued) 
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building at 783 Old Fall River Road was constructed as a store for the 
village. I t was owned and operated by a number of owners in the nineteenth 
century, including the Sabin family, who lived across the Old Fall River Road 
near the cemetery. By the 1870s, the store was. owned and operated by Abraham 
Reed. The mills of the North Dartmouth area played an important role in the 
economic activity of the area, and although no mill site was in the village 
itself, several were located on the nearby Copicut River and its tributaries. 

Real estate transactions and atlases in and around Hixville in the late 
eighteenth and through the nineteenth century show that Clothier Pierce and 
his son (Clothier) seem to dominate. Just as earlier land records bear the 
names of Chase, Washburn, Collins, Hathaway and Briggs, the name Pierce 
dominates the later period. I t was around the period of the 1780s that 
Clothier Pierce was beginning to acquire land in and around the crossroads. 
He and his son would acquire much of the property in the village area, owning 
the dominant residential structure. Clothier Pierce rapidly accumulated land 
around two parts of the Hixville Road and Fall River Road intersection. The 
first section is near the cemetery and spreads south along Hixville Road. The 
second area of land is directly across the road from the cemetery on the 
northeast corner of the intersection and is dominated by a ca 1790 2 1/2-story 
wood frame residential building that was the home of Clothier Pierce. 

The senior Clothier Pierce was born in 1784 and married Bethia C. Cleaveland 
(1802-1882) in Boston on July 22, 1822. Among their six children was 
Clothier, Jr. who was the business associate and later principal beneficiary 
of the elder Clothier upon his death in 1875. The son, who never married, 
survived his father by only five years, dying at his North Dartmouth residence 
in 1880. Unfortunately there is l i t t l e documentary information available on 
the two Pierces, although i t is clear that they were real estate holders and 
gentlemen farmers. The earlier acquisitions of land included an existing 
farm, while later additions enlarged their holdings and added other structures 
in and around Hixville. At the turn of the century the house was used as a 
boarding house. Their descendants retained ownership-as did the Collins 
family-of their respective property until the early decades of this century 
when uninterested heirs sold off the property. 

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the village of Hixville had 
completely evolved. An 1856 map of the area (labeled "Hicksville") locates 
the Baptist Church, three residences for "C. Pierce" (father and son), the 
Hotel, cemetery, Mr. Sabin's store and his residence, as well as J. (John) 
Briggs' residence and store, a shoe shop, blacksmith shop, a carpentry shop 
and another ten or so residences. The 1871 Map of Dartmouth shows that there 
were not many changes in the village, with houses s t i l l owned by the Briggs, 
Hathaway and Pierce families; there is a new school to the south along 
Hixville Road, and Abraham Reed has succeeded Mr. Sabin at the store, but the 
village is largely unchanged. 

(continued) 
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Hixville's political and economic significance was recognized when the newly 
constructed railroad running north-south through Dartmouth built a small depot 
in 1875 some distance to the south of the village and bearing the name 
"Hixville". Another recognition was by the Postal Department, which at that 
same time located a Post Office at the vil 1 age-(1ater consolidated and moved 
to Plainville). 

The village cojitinued to exist unchanged into the twentieth century, although 
as farming in the area became less common, commerce and traffic in the village 
decreased. From 1890-1920, the area became a backwater, as agricultural 
activity decreased and no new occupations were pursued. Second-growth woods 
began to invade cleared fields and farm buildings feel into disuse. 

In the immediate village, the tight grouping of historic buildings around the 
intersection survived: the church. Clothier Pierce's residence, the hotel, 
cemetery, Sabin store and some of the residential structures on both Hixville 
Road and Old Fall River Road. However, outside of the district, there have 
been some modern intrusions and insensitive alterations in recent decades. 
Many of the buildings noted on the Atlases of 1856, 1871 and even 1895 are no 
longer recognizable, or have been demolished, such as the shoe store and 
blacksmith shop. 

To the east of the district, some poorly constructed and inappropriate 
residential structures have been constructed along Old Fall River Road. To 
the west on Fall River Road, there is evidence of twentieth century growth and 
development of North Dartmouth. Here, as with the eastern section of Old Fall 
River Road, there has been modern i n f i l l construction and insensitive 
remodeling of historic structures, out of character with the district's 
heritage. To the north of the district on North Hixville Road, there has been 
i n f i l l house construction, and additions to two historic structures. To the 
south, scattered farmhouses have been severely altered, and tract housing is 
encroaching. 

The uniqueness of Hixville is not in its growth, development or location, or 
in the people who lived there or the religion they practiced. Similar 
villages grew in Dartmouth and elsewhere in southeastern Massachusetts, around 
a mill, a church or crossroads. However, many of these villages have been 
obliterated by modern accelerated growth that demolished and replaced older 
structures with new ones. What is significant about Hixville is that i t 
survived with its village context intact. 

The survival of Hixville is now in doubt, as i t is threatened by the pressures 
of modern commerce and real estate development. The uninformed or apathetic 
developmental approach to whole sections of historic North Dartmouth has 
resulted in sprawling retail malls, eight-lane superhighways and hazardous 

(continued) 
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waste s i tes, leaving v i r tua l ly none of the area's historical fabric intact . 
Hixvi l le exemplifies a rural vi l lage that evolved in North Dartmouth; i t s 
central core remains in tact , with strong architectural and visual t ies to the 
nineteenth century. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Dartmouth are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area can be important 
by establishing the relationship of sites on secondary interior drainages like 
the Copicut River with coastal estuaries and the Buzzard's Bay drainage. 
While the district area is within the Buzzard's Bay drainage, its close 
proximity to Mount Hope Bay, part of the Narraganset Bay drainage, also offers 
the potential for a study of the similarities and/or differences between 
native settlement in the two areas. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the social, cultural and economic patterns 
that characterized a village that developed for convenience rather than as a 
planned Colonial village. They can also help document the growth in an 
agricultural community and village that grew around a rural"crossroad and 
Baptist Meetinghouse in the early nineteenth century to a through village by 
the mid-nineteenth century. Archaeological resources can also help document 
when and how industry began to play an important role in the village. 
Occupational-related features can provide information pertaining to 
individuals and family units when associated with residences. Similar 
features, when associated with stores, inns and civic structures, can provide 
information on the community as a whole. 

(end) 
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10. Verbal Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the Hixville Historic District follow the lot lines of 
properties associated with the village's growth and development in the period 
of significance from 1785 ta 1900. Boundaries'encompass the core of historic 
buildings in the village, excluding radically altered, noncontributing 
buildings, as well as modern i n f i l l construction. 

Areas outside the district are generally later than the period of significance 
or badly altered to the point of losing historical significance. On the west 
side of Hixville Road, to the south of the district, is a modern twentieth 
century fire station attached to an early, twentieth century wood frame 
schoolhouse, although the latter was not integrated into the framing of the 
new building. The school was on the site occupied by an earlier building, a 
lot sold to the Town of Dartmouth "for the purpose of erecting a school" 
building by Clothier Pierce in the 1860s.. 

There are some poorly constructed and inappropriate structures along Old Fall 
River Road to the east of the district. To the west on Old Fall River Road 
there is evidence of twentieth century growth and development of North 
Dartmouth. Here, as with the eastern section of Old Fall River Road, there is 
modern i n f i l l construction and insensitive remodeling of historic structures, 
out of character with the district's heritage. 

Going north on Hixville Road the area remains undeveloped, retaining feeling 
of the nineteenth century. On one side of the road is the ruins of possibly 
John Briggs' store or outbuilding. On the west side of Hixville Road as i t 
runs north out of the district is a modern cape that serves as the parsonage 
for the church (constructed in 1967). To the north is a ca. 1800 Cape Cod 
residence with outbuildings that has had an unfortunate addition (ca. 1989). 
This house was owned and occupied for much of the nineteenth century by 
Danforth Hathaway, who owned approximately 70 acres to the north of the 
village. Just to the north of this house, Danforth's son Jeremiah constructed 
a somewhat unusual, though modest, Greek Revival residence ca 1850. This 
property remained undivided in the hands of the Hathaway family until 1918. 
Both sides of the road are wooded, with only intermittent structures. 

(end) 
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H i x v i l l e V i l l a g e 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Washington VT 
Property Name County State 
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Multiple Naae 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance 
with the attached nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, 
exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Seirvice 
certification included in the nomination documentation. 

^^^e^gnatur*'of the Keeper Date/of A9riion 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

8. Statement of Significance; Areafs) and Criteria 

Community Planning and Development i s not a j u s t i f i e d area of significance. 

C r i t e r i o n C applies t o the documented architectural significance of the property. 

This information has been confirmed with Betsy Friedburg, MASHPO, by telephone. 
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Department of the Interior 
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P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Hixville Village Historic District, Old Fall River, Hixville and North 
Hixville Roads, Dartmouth (Bristol County), Massachusetts 02747. 

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to 
date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg (J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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