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1. Nam* Of PropTty
hlatorle name Hixville Village Historic District
other names/site number

2. Locrtlon

etreet & number Old Fall River, HixviHe and North Hixville Roads not for publication
city, town Dartmouth NZA vicinity

state Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005 zZip code 02747

8. Cla—lflcatlon

Ownership of Property Category of Property

Number of Reaourcea within Property

[ 3 private e bullding(@) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local | T] district . buildings
| 1 public-State + aite 1 0 .sites
| 1 public-Federal | 1 atructure . structures
e object . objects
Total

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the Nationai Register _Q

4. Sftt/FtdTai Agancy Crtiflcatlon

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, at amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination requeat for determination of eligibility meeta the documentation standarda for regiatering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and profeasional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
IR Ay 6piweN. the property  meeta  doea not meet the National Register criteria.  Stt continuation thatt.

ctrtifyingofficial Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical

SignnuM of cstoric Preservation Officer

shiatierddiral agtncy and burtau
In my opinion, the property

Commicjrtkion

meeta  doea not meet the National Reglater criteria.  Stt continuation ahttt.

Signature of commtnting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
l, herab”, certify that this property Is:
reentered In the Nationai Register,
Osee continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the Nationai
Register. «  See continuation sheet.
Odeternrflned not eligible for the
National Register.

"Zl removed from the National Register,
pother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Hixville Village Historic District, Dartnouth, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Donestic/ Single dwel ling, Secondary Donestic/Single dwelling; Secondary
Structure; Hotel Structure

Gonmer ce/ General Store Rel i Pi on/ Rel'igious Structure; Church-

Rel i gion/Reliqgious Structure related residence

Funer ary/ Cenet ery Funerary/ Cenet ery

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from Instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation

Early Republic/ Federal _ wals Clapboard; Wood Shingle; Synthetic
Md-19th Century/ Qeek Revival
roof Asphalt

oher Granite; Cut Stone, Aluminum

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hixville Historic District is located at the intersection of Hixville Road
and Old Fall River Road in Dartmouth, Massachusetts. The area of the proposed
district is quite small, following the lot lines of buildings and sites still
reflecting the nineteenth century flavor of the village. The district
contains seven structures and one cemetery. The topography of the land in and
around the district is generally flat, with open fields and second-growth
woodland. Roads are two-lane macadam roads, lined with small sidewalks in the
village and grassy margins outside the village, typical of rural Dartmouth
roads. Mo, -, .

The predominant structure in the district is the Hixville Christian Church,
built in 1853, which occupies the northwest corner of Hixville and Old Fall
River Roads. This was the site of the first meetinghouse erected by the
congregation of Elder Daniel Hix in 1785, and a second meetinghouse in 1811.
The church is a 2 1/2-story wood-frame structure, clad with white-painted , a-
wooden clapboard. It is Greek Revival in style, with its gable end (east
facade) facing Hixville Road. The building has a wide roof overhang with - <
boxed cornice and simple brackets suggesting the continuance of the roof
rafters. The overhang and wide frieze continue along the gable end while
brief returns offer the suggestion of the front pediment. The east facade has
a full-width wooden porch with a latticework apron, added presumably when the
church was raised to accommodate a full ground story for a vestry in 1897.
The wooden porch has a wide central stairway, divided in two by a simple .
railing, all guarded by a wooden balustrade of square balusters and newel
posts topped with a turned, grooved ball. The facade is balanced, with two
four-panel entry doors flanked with engaged recessed-panel pilasters and
capped by a wide frieze. Between the two doorways is a single window opening
with 6/6 double-hung sash with simple casings and a protruding cap molding on
the header. Above each doorway is a similar window. The rooftop is completed
by a simple steeple.

The north, south and west sides of the church reveal the upper, original
church with the basement story added beneath. The upper portion has two large
windows, the lower story has simple 6/6 windows and a simple doorway on the
south and west sides. The entire building is clad with wooden clapboard, with
comerboards, painted white. Onthe rear (west) facade is a one-story

11

Y| See continuation sheet



MPSFomi ~ tk W OMB AApniMMo. >(»M0>«

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Hixville Village Historic District,
_ _ , Dartmouth, Massachusetts
Section number _ i Page !

gable-roofed addition with simple comerboards, shingled and painted white.
The addition occupies approximately 3/5 of the rear width.

A ca. 1980 ministers house has been built on the adjacent north lot, next to
the church and is considered noncontributing. A propane gas storage tank
stands near the northwest corner of the church and a chain-link fence is
located along the rear (west, and part of the northwest) section of the
property dividing it from the lot to the west.

Directly across Old Fall River Road from the church (and occupying the
southwest comer of the intersection with Hixville Road) is the Hixville
Christian Church Cemetery (ca. 1820). The cemetery is set off from the two
roads by a carefully built dry-laid stone wall of cut, but undressed, granite
blocks leveled and filled with smaller random-sized stone. The gate in this
wall is located on the Old Fall River Road side and is hung on granite posts.
The gate was originally wooden, but has been replaced with a chainlink metal
gate. The other two sides of the rectangular cemetery lot (south and west)
are defined by the more common, random-sized fieldstone walls. The cemetery
itself contains approximately one hundred and thirty graves of many local
Dartmouth citizens, mostly members of the Hixville congregation, with dates of
death generally in the nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. The graves
are generally marked with relatively simple gravestones, plainly shaped,
unpolished, with engraved names and dates. The cemetery is now owned by the
Town of Dartmouth.

The building immediately west of the church is the Sabin Store, 783 Old Fall
River Road (ca. 1805), a Greek Revival dwelling 1 1/2 stories in height,
wood-frame construction, with its gable end to the street. It originally
housed a store on the first floor, thus accounting for the unexpected center
entrance. The building has been remodeled, including conversion of the store
space to residential use; residing of the original clapboard with white
painted asbestos shingles; replacement of most of the double-hung 6/6 sash
with 2/1 double-hung sash, and the addition of double 2/1 windows flanking the
center front entrance. There are three roof donners on the west side of the
building, two small single windows flanking a larger double window dormer, all
dating from the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Except for the
asbestos shingles and aluminum gutters and conductors, the building is largely
as it was in the nineteenth century. There is a single car, wood-frame,
painted wooden shingle garage on the east side of the house. The property is
set off from the road by a painted wooden picket fence, from the church lot by
a wire fence supported by wooden posts and 2 foot by 2 foot rails and from the
lot to the rear (north) by a stone wall.

Occupying the northeast corner of the intersection of Old Fall River Road and
Hixville Road (at the geographic point where Hixville Road becomes North

(continued)
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Hixville Road) is the 2 1/2-story wood-frame Clothier Pierce House, 1177 North
Hixville Road (ca. 1810). This is the largest residential structure in the
district and the one most nearly in its original condition. The building's
front entrance was originally on Hixville Road.(as the address indicates), a
centrally located entrance, quite typical of Federal architecture of the time,
but was been moved to the south gabled end, facing OIld Fall River Road. A
full width, one-story porch whose hipped roof is supported by double squared
posts standing on fieldstone piers connected with a simple wooden balustrade
was added ca 1930. Most of the original clapboarding on the south elevation,
especially in the gable area has been replaced with shingles. This elevation
also accommodates a gable vent and replacement window headers. The other
elevations of the building are clad with shingles and narrow comerboards, and
have symmetrically spaced 6/6 double-hung windows with splayed lintels on the
first floor and headers blended into the narrow frieze on the second floor.
There are returns in the gable ends of the house. The roof.is covered with
asphalt shingles and is punctuated by a small central chimney. The two street
sides of this corner lot are defined by a stone wall. A noncontributing two
car, wood-frame, shingled garage building (ca. 1910) is located north of the
house fronting on North Hixville Road.

The Colonel Jacob Collins Inn, 770 Hixville Road (ca. 1800) is located at the
southeast corner of the intersection of Hixville Road and Old Fall River
Road. This building is a wood-frame, one-story, gable-roofed residential
building, with its main entrance facing Hixville Road. It appears to be a
double cape and served as an inn for the New Bedford-Fall River stagecoach
service in the nineteenth century (labeled as a "hotel" on mid-nineteenth
century maps). The wavy contour of the roof suggests widely spaced roof
rafters and is asphalt shingled. This building retains its original
configuration; however, much of the building has been obscured by the recent
application of vinyl siding and the replacement of most of the windows and
entry door. These alterations are unfortunate because of the significance of
this structure in the development of Hixville. This property is defined by a
chainlink fence. There are no outbuildings or other structures on the

property.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wi | e noPremstonc sites are currently recorded inthe district, itis
possible that sites are present. e site isrecorded inthe general area

(within onemle). The physiccrl characteristics of the district, well drained
soils onarelatively level terrace inclose proximty to the Copicut

Rver/Cornell Pond andits tributaries, indicatefavorable |ocational criteria
for native subsistence and settlement activities. In general, however, the
smal| size of the district (3 acres), its historic period devel opnent and the

fact that nost of the district is nearly 300 neters from these wetlands
indicate at best a noderate sensitivity for prehistoric resources.

There i s a high potential for significant historic archaeol ogical renains
within the district. Controlled testing and excavation can determ ne whet her
or not structural survivalsremain of several inportant building inthe
district. These structures include the first (1785) and second §1811r)]
neet i nghouses on the site of the Hixville Christian Church (1853), the Lee
house/ tavern/store/ stabl es and other building, which burned in 1 (1 ocat ed
across fromthe Collins Inn). Each of these sites evolved around the
intersection of Hxville Road andthe OQd Fall Rver Road. Qher potential
historic sites inthis area include a shoe store, blacksmth shop and several
residences. Qutbuilding sites associated with the above structures are al so
probably comman in the area. Qccupational -related features (trash pits,
Pr|t\/|§sébvvells) also likely exist associated with nost of the structures

i sted above.

(end)



Hixville Village Historic District, Dartmouth, Massachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally O statewide 1x1 locally
Applicable National Register Criteria 2JA | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) H A QcC I 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
chetkttoee 1785-1900 18035

1ty Fanning and Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person ' Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abcve.

The Hxville Hstoric District, Dartnouth, Massachusetts, stands alone in
North Dartnouth as anintact village andathriving, rural nineteenth century
crossroads. The area first grewin 1785 as the center of religious activity
in thearea, Iater.asa;tn%[)-over for the early stagecoach service between Nw
Bedford and Fall R ver, finally, inthelate nineteenth century, as a stop
on local railroad service, which provided services tolocal farners. Hxville
never experienced the econonmc boomof the advantaged seacoast areas of Od
Cartnouth, but instead quietly thrived as arural center. quiet mw a
victimof its backwater position economcally andpolitically, Hxville still
retains its nineteenth cent_ur%/ character, wth strong visua " remmants of its
heritage, and potentially rich archaeol ogical sites. Thevillage i s an
Inportant representative of arapidy vanishing conmunity type once camnan

t hroughout sout heast ern Missachusetts. TheHxville Hstoric District neets
Giteria Aand Cand Exceptions Aand Dfor listing of the National Register

of Hstoric Paces onthelocal level, naintaining its integrity of |ocation,
design, setting, worknanship, feeling and association. |Its period of
significance i sfrom1785to 1900.

The village of Hxville islocated inthenorthempart of the tom of

Cart nout h, Massachusetts, near the boundary wth the Gty of Fall Rver ad
the Tom of Freetown. |tissituated onthe crossroads of ajog inthe Qd
Fall Rver Road (which runs roughly fromeast towest fromMNwBedford to Fall
Rver) at the intersection wth (North) Hxville Road (which runs roughly
north' to south and | eads fromAssonet to Smth MIls and Véstport). | and
is generally flat, although slightly undulating to the nearby Shingle Island
Rver (east of Hxville, running under the OdFall R ver Road).

Cartnouth was once a noch Iar%grlvggg?raphic and political entity enconpassing

present DCartnouth, Véstport, ord, Fairhaven, Acushnet and soe

portions of Tivertonand Little Gnpton, Rhode Island. Theorigina towm was
urchased fromthe V&tm”m? Indians in 1652 by thirty-four colonists from
ynouth. A though fewof theoriginal purchasers ever lived in Od

nn See continuation sheet
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0. Major Bibliographical Referencea

Previous docutnentation on file (NPS):
0 preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
] previously listed in the National Register
1 previously determined eligible by the National Register
| designated a National Historic Landmark
1 I recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
| I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

pn See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

fy~ State historic preservation office

| 1 Other State agency

C Federal agency

| 1 Local govemment

I 1 University

e other " !

Specify reposttory:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion:
Dartnouth Historical Conmssion

10. (eographical Cata

Aeraaga of property 3.24 acres

UTM References

A LLiJ 13|3i0|8i2,0] |4]|6ni6|2|8]|0] BLLU 1330850 U6[16[270]
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Clila 1338501416300 DLLiJ 133088 Q 146 1 ,613,2,01
|1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
See Attached Assessor's Mp

sod'efilr' < .T.

' J"--"* ' e See continuation sheet
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Boundary Justification

Rlsee continuation sheet
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Dartmouth, settlement of the area began soon after the purchase. Dartnouth's
nany small rivers pronoted scattered, water-powered mlls for grinding flour
and” saw ng wood, necessities of [ife inthe 17th century. Unlike Sout
Dartnout h, Fairhaven and Nw Bedford, North Dartnouth i's considerably renoved
from the seacoast so that the principal economc activity was farmng.
Dartnouth vas rich in forested land and virgin soil, though the work of
clearing trees, brush and stone vas formdable.

The land around the present Hixville Villagewas first owed by the Joseph
Allen famly, one of the original proprietors. his death, the land vas
one of several tracts inherited by his tw sons; Joseph Jr. and John. The
ownership of the Hixville tract, approxinately 300 square acres, was split
between the brothers, each retaining individual ownership of one half of the
300 acres. Wken Joseph Allen Jr. died in 1735 hiswfe ad fivechildren
each received a share of the property. The heirs of Joseph Jr. then sold their
land to Ezekiel Chase and his brother-in-|aw Ebenezer Petty" for 360 pounds.
The Chase famly played a |arge role in the devel opnent of the town of

Dart mout h, especiall'y the Hixville area. Chase Petty split the land

hol ding, with Petty owiing the land to the north of the Qd Fall Rver Roadto
the "nw sawml| [ot," and Chase owning the land to the south.

The other Allen brother, John, died in 1754, bequeathing his 150-acre | ot to
his son Philip, o inturnsoldit in175  Te rew ower wes Judah (hase,
second cousin to Ezekiel. This parcel vas to the north of Ezekiel Chase's ad
Petty's holdings. A this point intine, Hxville vas clearly Chaseville, and
in fact, nost of the famlies settling on these 300 acres in the next 7 years
were songhowrel ated to the Ghase famly. Ezekiel Chase (1711-7?) vas bom in
Snansea, Massachusetts. H nmarried his second cousin Rebecca (hase, and
together they had eight children. The nost significant vas S neon Chase wo
narried Eizabeth Cornell, daughter of Israel and Susannah Baker, on July 17,
1758. G their eleven children, tw daughters would narry nen wo played
mrmrtant roles inthe property ownership and economc devel opnent of Hixville
village. (hloe married Cothier Pierce of Saansea on June 24, 1781 and Mrtha
narried Ira Veshburn from Bridgewater on My 17, 178L

The Veishburn fam |y was the second najor famly to arrive inthe Hxville
area. NMbses Viishburn and his wife Hinnah (Qushnan) cane to Dartnouth with
their four sons about 1750. They settled to the north and east of Hixville.
Their son Peter vas the nost inportant descendant of the famly in Hixville,
ggl ng on to om nost of the property east of the village towards Nw Bedford.
ter bequeathed this land to his nephew lra, vho inturn sold a small mll
lot (containing 12 rods) to Daniel Turner for $15.00. this | ot Daniel
built a store which he sold to his brother Calvin in 1826  Cal K Turner

vas to becone a promnent real estate holder in nearby Nw Bedf

e
e
r
S.
vin
or d.

(conti nued)
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Like the Ghase fam |y, the Collins famly figures promnently in the ori?i nal

settlenent of this area. They constructed amll on the nearby Shingle Island

R ver, erected-early houses and engaged in farmnﬂ_ as well as mll work.

%e{_b\}‘wamldy romthe early devel opnent of Hixville were Briggs, Gfford
and.

%/ the later 18th century, the portion of Dartnouth around the intersection of
the two roads supported a |arge agricultural conmunity, but the V||Ia(f1e of
Hxville itself had not developed. As late as 1780, deed references fromthe
area includenentions of "undivided | and," fromthe original purchase of
Dartnouth in 1652,
General |y speaking, the town of Dartnouth attracted two types of religious
%rouRs, the Quakers and the Baptists, both anxious to escape the persecution
of the dom nant re||?|ous factions in Aymouth Glony or the Providence
Pl ant ati ons. of the settlers of North Dartnouth were Baptists wo built
scattered farns along the roads connecting coastal Dartnouth to nore popul ous
areas such as Newport, Boston, Aynouth and |ater. Nw Bedford and Fall

Rver. Athough isolated and scattered, the Baptistsin Nrth Dartnouth held
regular religious services at one another's houses. The nearest organi zed
church ves innearby Rehoboth where the North Dartnouth Baptiststraveled for
organi zed Sabbath services, weddings and baptisns, mni st eredgy H der Jacob
HX. To better neet the.splrltual needs of that conmunity. Hder Hx
organi zed the First Baptist Church of North Dartnouth with 63 nenfbers in
1780.  In Qctober of 1781, Jacob's brother Daniel was installed as mnister of
this church. In 1785 the newy organi zed Baptist Church erected its first
neet i nghouse at the intersection of Qd Fall Rver Road and Smth MIIs Reed
(now H'xville Road).

Thi s wood-frane, one-story building soon becane known as Hx's Meting House
in literature and naps denonstrate its mPortance and promnence i nthe area.
B/ this tine, the road vas al so known as

Fouse.

Daniel Hx (1755-1838) wvas one of eight children bom to Hannah and H der John
Hx of Rehoboth. H seened the | east ||k<ee|dy of his famw to be narked f or
the mnistry, as pranks and mschief narked hi s youth. th little education,
Dani el supported hinself as a cooper until he joined the Baptist Churchin
earnest, convertingin 1779. H joined his brother's church in 1780, preached
his first sernon in Mrch and vas ordained inJuly. H was known as an
effective preacher of considerable charisma and noted for his understanding
and conman sense. Hder Hx devel odped a great follow ng throughout the area,
infusing a spirit that not only ledto the gronth of his om congregat] on, but
al so the establishnent of churches i n Nw Bedford, Fairhaven, Long Pl ain,
Rochester and Freet own.

he road to (or by) Hx's Meting

(conti nued)
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In 1807, all of the North Dartnouth nenfbers and their affiliated branches
voted to reorgani ze, taking the Bible alone as the rule of faith and
E.ractlce.. Wth Bder Hx still as their pastor, the church renaned itself the
irst Christian Church. The ultimte consequence of this reorganization, and
Hder Hx's determned position infavor of religious tolerance and |iberty,
vas the vote in 1811 to exclude the Hixville church (and its afhl_ates& from
ned in

|
tlh%86(?roton Baptist Conference, which Bder Hx's congregation had joi

Hx's om church vas the "nother" church and Hx nurtured the "daughter”
churches in nearby towns and V|||a(r;es o) baﬁtm ng and preaching the circuit,
so that by 1808, the ﬁarent and offspring churches had grown to nearly 700
nentoers. "It vas inthis period of revivalist spirit | arge nenioer shi p t hat
the earlier neetinghouse vas replaced in 1811 by a larger church structure.
The growth inthis period is ?enerally attributable tothe relative degree of
re||?| ous |iberty enjo?/ed by the First Christian Church as "it was fostered

its l'eader Hder Daniel HX. It was alsoduring this period of growh that
the church established its cenetery on the land to south, across the Od Fall
Rver Road (thecenetery is now owed by the Tom of Dartnouth).

B der Hx renained pastor of his ever-grow ng congregation until poor health
forced his resignation in1834. Athough he died i n1838, his nane continued
to identify the crossroads where his church vas built. [Interestingly, mdde
and late 19th centur cartographers often incorrectly spelled the rnene of the
village as "Hicksville" rather than "Hixville."

A though suffering tenporary setbacks such as the rift over mlitary service
during the Ver of 1812 (in which sixteen neners |eft to formtheir om church
st the Head of Wéstport), the church continued to growuntil the 1840s. At
that tine, the teachings of WlliamMIler were greatly followed, and

neners vere drawn anay. Ml ler taught that Christ would cone i n Qctober™ of
1842, a date |ater revised to ctober of 1843, A though neither date was
correct, his teachings had been divisive enough to cause church attendance to
fall off dramatically, not recoveringuntil the next decade.

In 1853, with a rew influx of nenbers, the third church building was
constructed. The buildi ng ves used throughout the later nineteenth century,
ad was raised and altered in 1897 to acconmodate a |arge foundationand
basenent for use as a vestry and community space for social occasions. The
building as altered remains as the present Hixville Christian Church.

In the last decades of the nineteenthcentury, the congregation dw ndl ed
despite the alterations to the church building, so that by 1901 nenership ves
only twenty-one people. For nost of this century, nenoership has been
simlarly small, although the church has continued to be active. In nost
recent years, there has been a limted increase i nattendance.

(cont i nued)
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Tre significance of the Hixville Christian Church and its inpact on the
surrounding area can be understood by the assertion inthe 1 that this
single church had been responsi bl e f'or the estabi shment and growth of
thirty-five other churches throughout the area.

The-growth of Hixville Village can be attributed not onl Y.to the presence of
the neetinghouse itself, but alsotothe economc activities of the area and
the nearby towns and cities. InJanuary of 1826, a. stagecoach |ine beganto
run between Nw Bedford and Fall River, with Hxville as avay station on the
regular route. Land travel between the two towns had [ong been on the Qd
Fall Rver Road through the village, but after 1826 stages stopped regularly
at Hixville, ad by 1844 three tines aweek.

In 1826 Captain Jacob Col lins, seeing that a rest stop would be necessary,
Réudlentl purchased a property located "on the road that |eads fromHx =

eting eto Smth MIls" (now known as Hixville Road), and convertedi t
to a tavern. Located on the southeast corner of the intersection of Hixville
Road and Od Fall Rver Road i sthe village inn. The |ot upon which this
bui I ding stands vas once a part of a IarFer parcel, occupying nost of this
intersection, owed by the Veshburn famly.

In 1829 CalvinK Turner purchased six acres with "a dwelling house and ot her
bui | dings," located across fromJacob Collins' land, from Jones. In
1830, Turner sold half of this property, with dwelling house, to his future
brother-in-law, Thonas J. Lee, wo subSequently converted the house into a
tavern for the increased stagecoach traffic. 1n 1842 Lee sold his half to his
brot her-in-1aw John (hase, and in 1850 Calvinand John sold the entire
d\/\ellln% house/ tavern, store, stables and other buildings. parently the
tavern burned down shortly thereafter, for the 185 nap of "H cksville" shows
no bU|Id|nP on that site. (By 1871 a new dwelling had been built on the
site, labelled "J. Chase,” and inthe 1891 Atlas, "D Geen." The house vas
pulletg ()jam sonetine inthe md-twentieth century, and the site has renained
vacant .

In the neantine, however, George Collins inproved his father's tavem directly
across the road. Inthe 1860s, that propertywas conveyed to Mrcy Car Pent er,
wife of Hery G Carpenter, a successful innkeeper el sewhere inthe state, and
was still an innat this point.

|dentification of Hxville as a vaIa%e seens t 0 have taken place i nthe early
part of the nineteenthcentury, with the neetinghouse as the central
structure, and with the stage route as a catal yst for coomerce. The princi Eal
activity of those living inNorth Dartnouth inthe eighteenth and ni net eent
centuries was farmng. The Hixville crossroads provided a logical spot for a
store to hel p supply the needs of otherw se self-sufficient farners. The

(cont i nued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places ~ ~

Continuation Sheet

Hxville Village Hstoric District,
Dart nout h, Masschusetts

A

Sction nunber 8 ﬁ’age 5

building at 783 Od Fall Rver Road vas constructed as a store for the
village. It vas owed and operated by a nunier of owners i n the nineteenth
centur?{, including the Sabin famlkl wo |ived across the Od Fall Rver Roed
near the cenetery. Es(] the 1870s, the store wes. owned and operated by Aoraham
Reed. The mlls of the North Dartnouth area played an inportant role inthe
economc activity of the area, and although no mll site was inthe village
itself, several were located on the nearby Copicut Rver and its tributaries.

Real estate transactions and atlases inand around Hixville inthe late

ei ghteenth and through the nineteenth century showthat O othier Pierce and
his son (Cothier) seemto domnate. Just as earlier |and records bear the
nanes of Chase, Vdshburn, Collins, Hathaway and Br!ggs, the nene Pierce
domnates the later period. It vas around the period of the 1780s that

Cothier Pierce vas Dbeginning to acquire land inand around the crossroads.

K and his son woul d acquire nuch of the property inthe village area, owin
the domnant residential structure. Cothier Pierce rapidly accuml ated | an
around two parts of the Hixville Road and Fall Rver Road intersection.

first sectionis near the cenetery and spreads south along Hixville Road. The
second area of land is directly across the road from the cenetery on the
northeast corner of the intersection and is domnated by aca 1790 2 1/2-story
wood frame residential building that vas the hone of Cothier Pierce.

The senior Clothier Pierce vas horn in 1784 and married Bethia C O eavel and
1802-1882} inBoston on July 22, 1822, Aang their six children vas
othier, Jr. wo vas the business associate and |ater principal beneficiary

of the el der G othier upon his death in 1875. The son, wo never nmarried,

survived his father b){ only five ¥ears, dying at his North Dartnouth residence
in 1830. Unfortunately there isTittle docunentary information available on
the two Pierces, although it isclear that they were real estate hol ders and
entlenen farmers. The earlier acquisitions of land included an existing
farm while later additions enlarged their holdings and added other structures

inad around Hixville. A the turn of the century the house vas used as a

boarding house. Their descendants retai ned ownership-as did the Collins

famly-of their respective propertﬁ until the early decades of this century
when uninterested heirs sold of f the property.

B/ the mddle of the nineteenth century, the villa?e of Hixville had

conpl etely evolved. A 18%6 nap of the area (labeled "Hicksville") |ocates
the Baptist Church, three residences for "C Pierce" (father and son), the
Hotel, cenetery, M. Sahin's store and his residence, as well as J. (John)
Briggs' residence and store, a shoe shop, blacksmth shop, a carpentry shop
and another ten or so residences. The 1871 Mp of Dartnouth shows that there
were not nany changes inthe village, with houses still owed bK the Briggs,
Hathaway and " Pierce famlies; there 1sa new school to the south along
Hixville Foad, and AbrahamReed has succeeded M. Sabin at the store, but the
village i s largely unchanged.

(conti nued)
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Hxville's political and economc significance vwas recognized when the newy
constructed railroad running north-south through Dartnouth built a small depot
in 1875 sone distance to the south of the village and bearing the nane
"Hixville". Another recognition vas by the Postal Departnent, which at that
tsa\gltl_ne_H)c?ted a Post Oficeat the vil 1age-(later consolidated and noved
0 Plainville).

The village cojitinued to exist unchanged into the twentiethcentury, aIthou%]h
as farmng inthe area becane | ess conmon, comnmerce and traffic inthe villTage
decreased. FHom1890-1920, the area becane a backwater, as agricultural
activity decreased and no new occupations were pursued. Second-growt h woods
began to invade cleared fields and farm buildings feel into disuse.

In the inmediate village, the tiﬁhtggroupl ng of historic buildingsaround the
intersection survived: the church. othier Pierce's residence, the hotel,
cenetery, Sabin store and sone of the residential structureson both Hixville
Roed Qd Fall Rver Road. Hwever, outside of the district, there have
been sone nodern intrusions and insensitive alterations in recent decades.
My of the buildings noted on the Atlases of 1856, 1871 and even 18%5 are no
| onger recogni zabl e, or have been denol i shed, such as the shoe store and

bl acksmth shop.

To the east of the district, sone poorly constructed and |napF5)ropr|ate
residential structures have been constructed along Od Fall Rver Road. To
the west on Fall Rver Road, there i s evidence of twentiethcentury growh and
devel opnent of North Dartnouth. Here, as with the eastern section of Qd Fall
Rver Road, there has been nodern infill constructionand insensitive

renodel ing of historic structures, out of character with the district's
heritage.” To the north of the district on North Hixville Road, there has been
infill “house construction, and additionsto tw historic structures. To the
south, scattered farnhouses have been severely altered, and tract housing is
encr oachi ng.

The uniqueness of Hixville isnot inits growh, devel opnent or |ocation, or
in the people wo |ived there or the religion they practiced. Sinilar

Vil a?es grewin Dartnouth and el sewhere I'n southeastern Mssachusetts, around
amll, achurch or crossroads. Howmever, nany of these villages have been
obliterated by nodern accelerated growh that denolished and replaced ol der
structures with new ones. WMat is significant about Hixville isthat it
survived with its village context intact.

The survival of Hixville is now indoubt, as it isthreatened by the pressures
of nodern conmerce and real estate devel opnent. The uninforned or apathetic
devel opnental  approach to whol e sections of historic North Dartnouth has
resulted insprawing retail malls, eight-lane superhi ghways and hazar dous

(conti nued)
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waste sites, leaving virtually none of the area's historical fabric intact.
Hixville exemplifies a rural village that evolved in North Dartmouth; its
central core remains intact, with strong architectural and visual ties to the
nineteenth century.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation in Dartnouth are poorly understood,
any survivingsites would be significant. Sites inthis area can be inportant
b{l establishingthe relationship of sites on secondary interior drainages |ike
the Copicut Rver with coastal estuaries and the Buzzard' s Bay drainage.

Wiile the district area iswthin the Buzzard' s Bay drainage, its close

Prom mty to Munt I-bPe Bay, Part of the Narraganset Ba?/ drainage, also offers
he potential for astudy of the simlarities and/or differences between
native settlement in the two areas.

H storic archaeol ogi cal renains described above have the potential for

Prow ding detailedinformationon the social, cultural and economic patterns
hat characterized a village that devel oped for convenience rather than as a
planned Colonial village. 'Ihe?/ can al so help docunent the growth in an
agricultural comnmunity andvillage that grewaround a rural "crossroad and
Baptist Meetinghouse 1n the early nineteenth century to athrough village by
the md-nineteenth century. Archaeol ogical resources canalso hel p docunent
when and howindustry began to play aninportant role inthe village.
Qccupational -rel ated features canprovide information pertaining to
individuals and fam |y units when associated with residences. Simlar .
features, wen associated with stores, inns andcivic structures, can provide
information on the coomunity as a whol e.

(end)
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10. Verbal Boundary Justification

Tre boundaries of the Hixville Hstoric District followthe |ot |ines of
properties associated with the village's growth and devel opnent in the period
of significance from 1785 ta 1900. undar i es' enconpass the core of historic
bui ldings in the village, excl,udlln? radical |y altered, noncontributing
buildings, a well a nodern infill construction.
Areas outside the district are ?enerally |ater than the.Period of significance
or badly altered to the point of losing historical significance. @ the west
side of Hixville Foad, to the south of the district, I's a nodern twentieth
century fire station attached to an early, twentieth century wood frane

school house, although the [atter was not integrated into the framng of the
rev building. The school was on the site occupied by an earlier burlding, a
lot sold tothe Towm of Dartrmouth "for the purpose of erecting a school”
building by Gothier Pierce in the 1860s..

There are sone poorly constructed and ina proErlate structures along Ad Fall
Rver Road to the east of the district. To the west on OQd Fall R ver Roed
there is evidence of twentieth century growh and devel opnent of North _
Dartmouth. Here, as with the eastern section of OQd Fall Rver Road, there is
nodern infill construction and insensitive remodeling of historic structures,
out of character with the district's heritage.

Qi nﬂ north on Hixville Road the area remains undevel oped, retainingfeeling
of the nineteenth century. @ one side of the road is the ruins of possibly
John Brlgﬂs' store or outbuilding. O the west side of Hixville Road asi t
runs north out of the district is a nodern cape that serves as the parsonage
for the church (constructed in 1967). To the north is a ca 1800 G
residence with outhuildings that has had an unfortunate addition (ca. 1989).
This house vas owned and occupi ed for nuch of the nineteenth century by
Danforth Hathaway, wo owed approxinately 70 acres to the north of the
village. Just to the north of this house, Danforth's son Jeremah constructed
a sonewhat unusual, though nodest, Geek Revival residence ca 1850. This
g}ogert.y renained undivided in the hands of the Hathaway famly until 1918,

th sides of the road are wooded, with only intermttent structures.

(end)



hm in— | fm tmmm M> 1»1«DM

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Hixville Village Historic District,

Section number 10 Page 1 Dartmout h, Massachusetts

E 19 330900 4616260
F 19 330990 4616290
G 19 330960 - 4616120
H 19 330840 4616120






CORNELL

POND

SCAIE imH'ZOOFIET
U-miDENCf fSOUIBU/ID/W

AS-SOUZA AS50C/ATES



OSIRCT DNA SHET

Hxville Hstoric District
North Dartnouth, Missachusetts

Cat e
Addr ess H storic Nne Style Type Satus
, of Gonst.
783 QdFall Sabin Sore : B C
Rver R ca 1805 Geek Revival
ar age , B NC
garag ca. 1960 NA
770 Od Fall Rver Rl Gol . Jacob ca. 1800 B C
Collins Inn
Feder al
1177 N Hixville Cothier Perce B C
Road House ca. 1810
Feder al
gar age MA ca. 1910 B NC
1182 Hixville Rd. Hixville Christian NA
Church 1853 C
o . Geek Rev.
Hxville R M nisters Huse ca. 1980 NA NC
SAMGorner Hixville H xville Christian ca. 1820 S C

& AQdFall Rver Church Genetery MA
Roads
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This information has been confirmed with Betsy Friedburg, MASHQ by tel ephone.

D STR BUTI O\ _ .
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout attachment)
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Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollow ng nomnation:

Hxville Village Hstoric District, QdFall Rver, Hxville and North
Hixville Roads, Dartnouth (Bristol County), Missachusetts 02747.

There has been no owner objection for the property |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and has been
si gned the Sate Hstoric Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
\é\etre afforded the opportunity toconment. Nbo conments have been received to
ate.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg (J
National Register Director
Massachusett's Hi storical QGonmassion

Encl osure:

cc. Chairperson, Dartnouth Historic Gonmassion
Peter Jacobsen, AG Souza Associates .
Arnol d Robi nson, Provi dence Preservation Society

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



