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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

City Hall's main architectural significance is its simplistic 
and functional form and structure during an era of typically 
heavy Victorian influence.

It is a single detached rectangular structure 91 feet by 66 
feet with two and one-half stories. The top one-half story is
currently not utilized. The main facade has three main 
dormers.

The exterior is a structural, common bond, multiple layer 
brick wall with vertical load bearing piers, with recessed 
44&&&&VLra.I baysT*' 1sxteri€H?-~wa-i-ls-~are -approximately recessed 
structural bays. Exterior walls approximately 14" thick. The 
roof form is a gambrel with three equally spaced hipped gables 
on the south side and two asymmetrical gables on 'the north side. 
One of these gables has been modified to accommodate a stairway 
to the third half story. The gambrel's top pitch is very low, 
sloped only enough for water runoff and is hidden behind the 
front and back facades by a parapet extending beyond the roof 
line. The parapet wall is articulated by stepped brick work 
which extends slightly out from the wall, creating a crowning 
effect.

The roof has close eaves on the north face and projecting 
eaves with supporting brackets and exposed rafters on the south 
face.

With the exception of the first story of the east and west 
facade-all Windows have sandstone sills and arched brick heads. 
The east and west facades of the first story have windows with 
sandstone sills and heads.

Obvious alterations to the original historic design are the 
infilling of three of the five bays on the south side of the 
building, alteration to the dormer previously stated, and 
addition of an open porch to the north side of the building. 
These changes do not destroy the architectural integrity of the 
structure.
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10/02/91 After consideration of several possible sites, the 
Aspen Armory Hall company purchased two lots on the 
southeast corner of Galena Street and Hopkins Avenue 
from J. D. Hopper for $5,000.

10/17/91 Excavation was begun. The plans for the new Armory 
Hall specified a two story structure made of brick. 
The ground floor was to be used for Armory purposes 
only, but the second floor, which could be reached 
from the outside, was to be open for lodge purposes 
and to have a room for banquets.

1/21/92 company c of the first battalion held the inaugural 
ball to dedicate the Armory which had been completed 
at a cost of $15,000. A new dancing academy had al 
ready opened in the building and it was evident that 
the Armory was destined to'be a center of social 
activity in Aspen for years to come.

October 2, 1891, Aspen Armory Hall Company purchased from 
J. D. Hooper the two lots on the southeast corner of Galena 
and Hapkins for $5,000.

Excavation started October 17, 1891.

The building originally was built for the members of the 
military company who were cramped for floor space for drilling 
purposes and for storage for their uniforms.

The building is constructed of brick and is two stories high 
Cost of the Armory was $15,000.

January 21, 1892 — New Armory Hall was dedicated with 
gaiety and merry tripping of light fantastic toes. The in 
augural ball given by Company c of the First Battalion was a 
glittering success.

The Armory Hall was used for many social events in the years 
that followed.
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Armory Hall became the full-time City Hall in 1956. Since 
that time it has been politically significant as a gathering 
point for groups to discuss the town's future.

The social-humanitarian significance is derived from the 
fact that Armory Hall was the social center for Aspen. Prior to 
full-time use as City Hall it was used as a fraternal hall. Lodge 
meetings for various fraternal organizations were frequently held 
here. (Mining groups also used Armory Hall as a meeting place.) 
Most social events associated with these various meetings took 
place here, along with many others.
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