
Form 10-300 
(July 1969)

UNITED STA FES DEPARTMEN ! OF ! IE INTERIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVI: £

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HIST RIC PLA( ES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

South Carolina
COUNTY:

Charleston
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

piiiiii
St. Philip's Episcopal Church
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

146 Church Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Charleston
STATE

South Carolina, 045
COUNTY:

Charleston 019

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

Q District |J5 Building

D Site Q Structure

Q Object

d Public

JO P riv °t«

D Both

Public Acquisition: 

(| In Process 

[ | Being Considered

(30 Occupied
r— i n .1 [_| Unoccupied
i — in • r-j Preservation work

in progress

Yes:

E Restricted 
^
CH Unrestricted'— '

' — '

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural 

| | Commercial 

Q Educational 

[ | Entertainment

| | Government

D Industrial

1 1 Military

1 1 Museum

[ | Park

Q Private Residence

|T/] Religious
PI Scientific

n Transportation 

D Other (Specify)

1 1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

St. Philip's Episcopal Church
STREET AND NUMBER:

146 Church Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Charleston
STATE:

South Carolina
CODE

045
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Charleston Count Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Courthouse Suare
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Charleston
STATE

South Carolina 045

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Preliminar Surve of Historic Sites in South Carolina
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 D Federol Qj State Q County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archives and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

P. Q. Box 11188 Capitol Station
CITY OR TOWN

Columbia South Carolina 0.45



CONDITION
Excellent Good

(Check One) 

Fair | | Deteriorated | | Ruins Unexposed

(Check One;

knc

Unqltered
(Check One) 

Moved[ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church is stuccoed brick with a single tier of windows on either side, 
designed by Joseph Hyde. There are three tetrastyle pedimented Tuscan porti­ 
cos, one to the Church Street facade, and one to either side of it, facing 
in opposite directions. The interior has a high vestibule, is in the style 
of an auditorium with high Corinthian arcades, a plaster barrel vault, gal­ 
leries, and an apsidal chancel. There are notable wrought-iron gates to the 
front of the building.

The chancel and apse were altered (after a fire in 1920)by Albert Simons, ar­ 
chitect. The spire was added between 1848 and 1850 by Edward Brickell White 
and is set upon a square stuccoed brick base with oculi; the steeple is oc­ 
tagonal with pilasters and oculi; the octagonal spire is capped with a 
weather vane. The imposing tower, perhaps massive for the portico beneath, 
is appropriately in the Wren-Gibbs tradition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present church building is the third structure to house the oldest con 
gregation in South Carolina (established 1681). The building, without the 
steeple, was designed by Joseph Hyde and constructed by 1836. The spire 
was designed by Edward Brickell White and constructed between 1848 and 
1850.

The congregation first had planned to replace their burned church with an 
exact copy, but Hyde's plans resulted in a very different building. The 
congregation voted in June of 1836 "that the heavy pillars of the interior 
of the [former] church be dispensed with, and that in lieu thereof Corin- 
thiftj) columns (as far as practicable) after the style of St. Martin's in 
the Fields, London, to be adopted." (Ravenel) Hyde's columns and their 
wide-ranging entablatures, however, are meticulously Roman as the period 
dictated.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. William 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, Professor 
Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, Mr. Carl Feiss 
and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this structure as 
exceptional. This notation indicates that the building is of the highest 
architectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architecturally sophi: 
ticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs, chimneys, ver 
andahs, massing, materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsmanship arc 
all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be preserved and protectec 
in situ at all costs.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination isa 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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