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state Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zipcode 02715
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this™ii"“nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property,
(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

_ public-local X district

_ public-State __site

__ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
TRANSPORTATION: water-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian

Narrative Description

Bristol County, MA
County and State

A i
Nunj*er.of Resources within Property
(Do not ir>alu™e previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 4 buildings
1 0 sites
1 0 structures
1 0 obiects
6 4 Total

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
SOCIAL: clubhouse
TRANSPORTATION: water-related

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls shingle

roof asphalt

other stone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Coram Shipyard Historic District is comprised of two historic homesaong the west Sde of
Wate Street and the early eighteenth century wharf a the ste of the former Coram Shipyard,
directly eestward acrossWater Stret and dong the bank of the Taunton River. Thedidtrict is
compact, comprised of only 2.1 acres, with the two homes st on rectangular lots of lessthan 12
acre each. The shipyard ste is now occupied by the Taunton Y acht Club dlubhouse, which sts
a its center, surrounded by grassy aress and alarge paved parking areaneer the dreet edge. The
rectangular gonewharf (gpproximatey 50' x 75" survives largely intact, with new pilings sst out
into the river dong its edges

The district is defined by the river-orientation of the homesand wharf, from which thereis still a
commanding view up and down the river. The sSimilar rectilinear massing and dose drest
proximity of the two homes tend to unify them as remaining dementsfrom the earliest years of
the eighteenth century, despite significant dterations in later times, particularly to the Thomas
Coram House (Map #4).

The district contains atotal of ten resources, of which six are contributing and four are
noncontributing. There are three contributing buildings, one contributing structure, one
contributing object, and one contributing ste. Of the noncontributing resources, all four are
buildings, but only one of them, the Taunton Y acht Club, is of significant enough szeto detract
from the areds historic gopearance. The two historic homes are in fair condition and historic
design character is goparent. An Itaianate entrance porch added to the Thomas Coram House
(#4) ca 187/0shes lost itsintegrity inlater years due to insengtive dterations.

The digtrict's topography is dominated by the broad, level flood plain onwhich it is Stuated
adong the Taunton River'swest shore. The wharf juts out prominently into the river. The two
houses sit dose to the street, st back only 20 feet with smdl front yards. Small endlosed reer
yards remain from what once were farm and pagturd ands swegping westward. The arearetains
an open, windswept character due to its proximity to the river's edge and the lack of tall
vegetation able to survive there.

The two historic homes are sStuated on adjacent lotswith 100 and 145 dreet frontages. Both are
of wood-frame congtruction and are of smilar Sze and rectangular massing. Smal wood

(continued)
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outbuildings are st inconspicuoudy behind the homes. Recently installed (1990s) white picket
fences extend the full length of the two homes front property lines, each with an arched entrance
framed by trellises. The effect isto unify the two buildings visually, separating them from
smdler Gregk Reviva cottages of nineteenth century dateto each sde. The opennessof the
wharf and shipyard Ste remainintact in their southem portion where grassand marshland exis,
dthough the Y acht Club dubhouse (#2) intrudes upon the northem portion of the Site, where it is
most likely that avariety of small gheds and buildings assodiated with maritime activity would
have good in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The digtrict's boundaries includeall the surviving early-eighteenth century homes associated with
the Coram Shipyard as well asthe shipyard Steitself To the north dong Water Street are two
small cottages of late eighteenth and early nineteenth century date, one drastically dtered. To the
south dong Water Street'swest Sde is another Gresk Revival cottage of early nineteenth century
date, but none of these homes is specifically assodaed with the areds shipbuilding history. The
district's boundary followsthe sde and rear property linesof the two homes. Itincludesthe

main parcd of the Yacht Club, onwhich the wharf is located and where the shipyard historically
good, as well as asmdler open parcd of Yacht Club land to the south whose inclusion maintains
the open vidas from the two historic homes towards theriver.

Architecturaly, the district was built as a sariesof two early Georgian homes overlooking the
shipyard which their occupants jointly owned. Thetwo homes reportedly date from ca 1699
cal703. Itisnot known if the homes a that time were of their presant large rectangular
massing. Itispossble that they were amdler 12 Georgians and that the present massing did not
occur until later in the eighteenth century. This cannot be determined without in depth physical
examination of structura members and framing techniques. Regardiess of the exact date of its
present configuration, the John Hathaway House (MAP #1) clearly retains its Georgian
gopearance. The Thomas Coram House (MAP #4) was updated in the 1870s with an Itdianate
porch which hes snce lost itsintegrity, but the house still retains much of its original design
cheracter.

Since exact datesof the homes are not documented, they are described here by dreet address.
Names of properties are derived from the names of the original owners of the buildings.
Numbersin parenthesesrefer to the atached Sketch Map Number, followed by MHC Inventory
Number, then Photograph Number (where applicable).

(continued)
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The John Hathaway House a 2120 Water Street (MAP #1; MHC #167; Photograph #1) was built
ca 1700 and isafive-bay, center entrance Georgian houseof 2 12 gories with aridge roof with
dight retums and acentra chimney. A smal one-gory €l with aridge roof extends westward
from the northerly portion of the reer e evation. Another ell, possbly aone-sory eighteenth
century addition used as agtore, was destroyed during the 1938 hurricane, & which timethe
south elevation was rebuilt in its present design. The exterior isfaced in weathered wood
shingles.

The primary facade faces eestward and features golayed wooden lintelsat all first and second
gory window openings. Windows are al six-over-ax wood sseh. The facade isframed by
narrow wood cornerboards and aplain wood cornice a the sscond story window heeds. The
centra entrance has atriangular pediment with dentilled comice aop the four-lite pand door
flanked by full-height sddlights, eech in a2x5-lite pattern. The door and sidelight designs
gopear to be of Colonia Revival origin, possbly early twentieth century.

The north and south devations are of two-bay depth, with golayed lintels a the sscond story and
in the matching centered third story window openings. At the first story, the eedt bay of the
south elevation has an enlarged opening with apair of sx-over-six lights, matching the single
six-over-six design of the other openings.

The smdl one-gtory, ridge roof ell isdso faced in wood shingles and gppearsto be of nineteenth
century design. It hes adoor and atwo-light window in each of its north and south devations,
and two matching windowsin the west elevation, one of which is centered in the small gable. A
modem wooden shed is Stuated to the west of the reer ell, facing southward into the landscaped
rear yard. Further north of the house and st back neer the rear (west) property lineisa 10-foot x
10-foot shed, modt likely of eighteenth or early nineteenth century date. 1t has ahigh ridge roof,
two smdl windowsin the eest elevation, awindow and afour-paneled door in the south
elevation.

The interior of the John Hathaway House hes experienced much dteration inits nearly 300 years
but surviving historic features are presently being restored. The origina front sar remains, as
doesmuch of the historic floor plan: acenter hall flanked by two small rooms, with alarge
kitchen/kegping room to the rear. Threefireplacesa the first floor and three above a the sscond
level have recently been reopened.

(continued)
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The Coram Shipyard Site isnow the location of the Taunton Yacht Club (MAP #2) a 2125
Water Street. Located on the eest Sde of Water Stret and running from Water Street eesward
to the bank of the Taunton River, the property extends gpproximately 350' from north to south.
The south portion of the Ste is alarge mowed field with scattered small trees, dropping off to
mashes a the river'sedge. The centra portion of the Ste is occupied by the Y acht Club's
clubhouse. Itissa back gpproximatdy 100 from the street by alarge paved parking lot.

The noncontributing cubhouse datesfrom ca 1950 and is aone story, frame building with a
hipped roof. The facade isfive bays widewith araised entrance in the sscond north bay and
amall horizonta eight-light shuttered windowsjust below the eaves. Toitsnorthisa smal
wooden boathouse with aridge roof and wide doors in the south end eevation. Both buildings
ae clad in painted wood shingles. A smal wooden marker reading "Coram Shipyard, Early
1700s" is stuated near the water's edge, southward of the dubhouse on the open flood plain.

Directly eestward of the dubhousdsrear eevation isthe Coram Shipyard Wharf (MAP#3),
dating from ca. 1698. It presently sarvesas agrassy areabatween the Y acht Club and the docks
and pilings dong itsouter edges. Approximately 50' x 75', the wharfs outer edges are of rough
uncut masonry and retain their original gopearance and historic integrity, despite the minor visual
impact of the row of pilings s&t out from the wharf.

The Thomas Coram House (MAP #4; MHC #102; Photograph #2) dandsa 2130 Water Stret,
directly southward of the Hathaway House. Dating from ca. 1699, it isatwo and one-haf sory
Georgian house, rectilinear in massng with afive-bayfacade and two-bay depth. Itisquite
possible that it was originaly ahaf-house or aone and one-haf story house, expanded by the
mid-eighteenth century to its present large Sze. The ridgeroof is cgpped by alarge centrd
chimney. Origina window locations are intact on the facade athough saeh are now a two-over-
two lite pattem. The exterior hes been faced in ingppropriate auminum siding.

The present three-bay porch/entrance enclosure in the south baysof the eedt facade survives asa
modemized version of the Itdianate porch added ca 1880. An higtoric view of the home
(Appendix A) (date unknovm) shows the original design of the carved wooden podts, baustraded
bese and comice, and endosed entrance. The historic view a0 shows an intricately pattemed
wooden fence with alyremotif, as well as four-litewindows, dso alate nineteenth century
change. The homes setting a that time was graced by anumber of large hede and evergreen

(continued)
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trees dong the property’'s edges.

The present porch design followsthe footprint and roofline of the origina but retains none of the
higtoric fabric. Bamboard siding, smple wooden braces, and a dentilled comice above the
entrance are all later changes.

A small,flat-roofedell extendswestward from the north half of the rear devation, and thereis
adso an atached one-hdf sory shed a the west end of the south elevation. Little of the original
floor plan or historic interior fabricisintact.

The digtrict's character hes undergone afair amount of change over three centuries, but not to the
point where a sanse of the historic context cannot be recognized. The Coram Wharf retainsits
visua integrity despite the modern adaptation to recregtiond yachting from its historic maritime
commerce/shipbuilding roles. The Taunton Yacht Club Clubhouse, dthough subgtantia in size,
isnot out of character or scalewith the district's other buildings. The open, windswept character
of the Coram Shipyard Site maintains much of its historic gopearance. Historic visas from the
two homestowards the river and wharf are d 0 intact. Despite significant exterior fabric
dterations to the Thomas Coram House, the two homes gand together as reminders of the
architectural desgn characteristics of houses assodated with Dighton's earliest period of
stlement and maritime development.

Archeologica Description

There islikely to be ahigh degree of archeologica sengtivity throughout this district. Each of
the homes has bean occupied snce ca 1700, indicating there must have been trash hegps, outdoor
privies, etc. for an extengve period of time. Although the present reer yards are small, they were
oncethe beginning of much larger yards. These rear portions of the properties were used for
agricultura purposes. farmland, orchards, and animads. Evidence of such items as anima pens,
wells, post holes from fence lines, anima burias and gonewalsmay exist. Structurd remains
from early outbuildings may even survive.

The wharf and shipyard dte have undergone very little sulbbsequent activity, except where the
clubhouse and parking lot are located. This mekesit likely that remaining artifacts from colonial
and nineteenth century shipbuilding and maritime commerce are probably intact on other
portions of the dite.

(end)
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Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property

for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses

high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9.

Major Bibliographical References

Bristol County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE
MARITIME HISTORY
TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1698 - 1885

Significant Dates
1698
1703
1870

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
uknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

X recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# Mass 432 (1935)

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Dighton Historical Commission
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 2.1 acres

UTIM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 324140 4630960
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Marqo B. Webber, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date May, 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number telephone

city or town state zip code_
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Coram Shipyard Historic District, Dighton, retainsintegrity of location, design, setting,

materids, workmanship, feeling, and association, and it fulfills Criteria A and C of the National

Regiger onthe local level.

Under Criterion A, the Coram Shipyard Historic District is significant for itsrole as the ste of
the town's earliest eighteenth century shipbuilding industry and for its continued role in
Dighton's commerce and maritime industries throughout the eighteenth and into the mid-

nineteenth centuries. Itisareatively intact example of two shipbuilders homes overlooking the

gte of the shipyard and wharf which they developed in the 1690s, aprecursor to the many

shipyards and wharves which were built in the sscond half of the eighteenth century. Although

the Coram Shipyard dosed in 1703, the areacontinued to be used for subssquent maritime-
reated enterprises during an era when the town's livelihood was dmost entirely dependent on
maritime activity and where prosperity among wharf owners and merchants was exhibited in

their fine homes overlooking the waterfront. The district's geogrgphic location dong a navigable

dretch of the Taunton River madeit adedrable location both for budness and res dences

initially as the areadeveloped for shipbuilding and later as it dso became an on/off loading point

for Dighton's maritime trade.

Under Criterion C, the digtrict is representative of Dighton's eighteenth century residential

architecture in that the two historic homes reflect the setting, proportions, massing, and details of

the periods in which they were first built and later enlarged to their present Georgian character.
The properties are modest in 9ze and maintain acondgtent pattem of lot Szes, dreet sethacks,

and minimal frontal landscaping which contributes to the visua continuity of the drestscapethey

cregte.

The digtrict's period of significance goansfrom 1698 to 1885. These dates commence with the
period in which the two homes and the wharf were initialy built. They include the entire period

in which maritime trade was carried on in Dighton, as well as the later period of the 1870s -

1880s when the Thomas Coram House was remodded to include an ltdianate veranda, remnants
of which are still evident. Devdopment of the areawithin the Coram Shipyard Historic District

began inthe 1690sas part of the town's early transitional growth from a subsstence-leve

agricultura community towards amaritime center. The location provided much acreegeto the
west for crops and animds, plessant riverfront views and cool breezesfor the early homesteeds,

(continued)
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and mog importantly, riverfront property prime for ashipyard ste and reedy acoessfor shipping.

Dighton's earliest settlement was by the Pocassat tribe, which was decimated by anumber of pre-
1675 epidemics, leaving the arealargely uninhabited. Its colonial sattlement beganin the late
venteanth century. The neighboring town of Taunton to the north was sold to the colonists by
King Philip in 1663. Anadditiona precinct known as the South Purchase was acquired in 1672,
including the present Dighton. With the onsat of King Philip's War in 1675, deveopment of the
new tract was dow. Itsfirst home was not built until 1680 by Jared Tabot, with others soon to
follow. By 1684, the new precinct had been surveyed and seven eest-west highways laid out
with landing places a the river's edge, as river travel was still the eesest mode of trangportation
for anocess upriver to Taunton or downriver to Narragansett Bay.

During its early colonia period (1680-1775), the settlers devoted the majority of their efforts to
subs stence farming on abandoned native planting grounds adjacent to the Cedar Swvamp and
aong the Taunton River. Subggence fishing was dso important, asfishing grounds for herring
were sbundant. Asearly as 1698, the Coram Shipyard is reported to have been in operation
within the digtrict, where it functioned as the town's first shipyard until 1703 under Thomas
Coram and John Hathaway.

Thomas Coram was bom in Lyme Regis, England in 1668 and had become a magter shipbuilder
by the time he was twenty-five. He arrived in New England ca 1692, married a Boston girl,
Eunice Wait, and moved to Taunton (as Dighton was still caled) ca1693to dart his shipbuilding
venture inan areaof plentiful timber. He brought with him shipwrights from England which
goparently caussd resentment among Taunton's native shipbuilders who would have preferred
that Coram hirelocal labor. Coramjoined in partnership with John Hathaway ca 1700.
Hathaway built his own house adjacent to Coram's. Their shipyard gpparently met with only
mixed success asitdosaed in 1703, At that time. Coram retumed to England before venturing
across the Atlantic again to settle the colony of Halifax, Nova Scotia. Later returning to
England, Coram became reknowned for his involvement in the founding of the London
Foundling Hospital, where he is buried.

Dighton was established as a sgparate townin 1712. It was named for Frances Dighton, wife of
Richard Williams who was among the first familiesto settlethere. 1ts boundaries changed over

(continued)



NPS Fom, 10-900-a

IVP'owd No. 1024-00/8
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Contl nua:l on Sm Coram Shipyard Higtoric District
Dighton, (Bristol County)

. , Q . o] M assachusdtts

Section number —2 Page —

the next 150 years, expanding and receding in various outlying parts, but the subject areg, dose
to the town center, remained continually apart of Dighton.

The tovras population increased to 1174 by the 1760sand to 1420 by 1776, and three major
nodes of settlement took hold. The first extended from the mouth of the Segregansett River to
the Old Town Landing, including the Coram Shipyard as well as the more southerly area now
referred to as the Dighton Wharves arean A ssoond areagrew in present North Dighton, where an
iron forgeand sawmill, agristmill, cider mill and blacksmith shop were established on the Three
Mile River. Thethird settlement areatook hold on the Segregansett River near Williams Stredt,
where agristmill, savraiill, and fulling mill were built ca1740.

During this period, Dighton served as the commercid distribution point for southem and centra
New England since it was impossible for the Sandard merchant vessdsof the erato sail up the
Taunton River pagt Dighton due to the river's shalow bed. Ships arrived with rum, molasses,
st, and generd merchandise from the West Indies, South America, and Europe, whilelocal
vessd's shipped out with Dighton goods such as fish, lumber, grain, barrel gavesand hoops The
Coram Wharf continued to provide anchorage for the ships coming in and out of the busy port. It
became home to the Bowen & Hathaway shipyard. On thiswharf, as on othersin the town,
probably stood small frame buildings which housed chandleries and sold supplies to the
outbound ships.

In addition to the Englishmen Thomas Coram and John Hathaway, other local residents became
shipbuilders, merchants, and saa cgptainsfor the ships being produced here. Additional sone
wharves were built, including the Andrews and Pary Wharves further southward dong theriver.
Most of the boats being built were doops or brigantines of less than 70 tons, two-masted, with a
sngle deck and lessthan ten feet of draft. Designed for coadtd trade with the West Indies, they
were not "dave ships," a hes someimes been suggested.

About 1772, the first wooden bridge was built acrassMuddy Cove under a contract let by
Captain Elkanah Andrewsto John Reed, a shipyard owner on the cove. Andrewsturned the
bridge over to the town on the conditionsthat he be permitted to run agrist mill neer Muddy
Cove ad that the town would extend aroad from Main Stret south to Hart Street, the present
Hessant Street. For the first time, this provided direct highway aocoess between the southern
wharves and the center village. Andrews dso established aferry landing a his wharf for trade
and trangportation to the river's eedem shore, then apart of Dighton. The ferry continued to

(continued)
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Operate even after 1801 when the first bridge was built abit upriver (at the Ste of the present
Dighton-Berkley bridge).

The large number of subgtantia two-story Georgian homesin Dighton indicates the town's
prosperity during the Colonia era, wheress mogt other communities in the areashowed a
prevdence of smal cottagesingead. Within the district, itismogt likely that the two historic
houses were expanded to their present Sze during this period.

During the 1770s, the John Hathaway House was occupied by Jeremiah Jones, (b.1739 in
Dighton). Heran agore adjacent to or within the house, (possibly in an ell to the south) and sold
arange of goodsfrom household itemsto rum. The sore sarved as agathering place for the
town, (possibly as atavern as well). Jones dso maintained arolein the local fi shingindustry
and sarved in the Massachusetts Genard Court in 1816.

The Federd period (1775-1830) saw an increese in maritime activity in Dighton. Although its
population did not increese much in this period, shipbuilding and maritime trade became more
centra to the local economy. Much of the shipbuilding was in the form of coasting doops, with
most yards near the town landing and in Segregansett, dightly further north. Among the major
yards were those of John Reed, Bowen and Hathaway, Smith and Wardwell, Matthew Briggs,
Col. Darius Perry, and David Standish. In the period between 1795 and 1833, a leest 22 ships
were produced inloca yards. Both the Bowen & Hahaway and Smith & Wardwell yards were
Stuated on the Coram Shipyard site, with the former using the north sde of Coram Wharf and
the latter using its southem side.

In 1789, Dighton became a cusoms port for incoming ships from the West Indies and Europe.
Magjor Hodigah Baylieswas gppointed as collector as areward for his service to George
Washington during the Revolutionary War and during histerm as Presdent. He held the post for
twenty years. By 1809, a cusoms office was established in the home located a 2298 Fleasant
Stireet, henceits name, the Old Cusoms House. Cugtoms continued to be collected here until

1834, when Fall River usurped the role because of its larger harbor and better transportation
route acoess.

The John Hathaway House continued to house a gore during this era, after the homes ownership
hed passed to Mgjor Charles W. Whitmarsh (b.1793 in Dighton). Major Whitmarsh aso had a

(continued)
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tailor shop inthe house, and operated a shipyard on the old Coram site. He owned severd sailing
scows, a schooner, and adoop with which he carried on an active maritime trade in lumber
during the period from ca 1820 - ca1860. The Coram Wharf was referred to locally as
Whitmarsh's Wharf.

Shipbuilding and marine commerce were greetly dowed by Thomas Jefferson’'s Embargo Act of
1800 which virtually froze the shipbuilding industry from that time until after the War of 1812.
Shipbuilding resumed after the war, but by 1825 had waned again due to the new capabilities of
overland railroads. Only two large shipswere built after that, the "Elizabeth Hall" of 1840 and
the "William Cobb" of 1874. Major Whitmarsh was one of the builders of the "Elizabeth Hall."
The launching of the "William Cobb" marked the end to over 175 years of shipbuildingin
Dighton.

Severd small cotton mills were established in 1810 and 1812, the Sart of afledglingtextile
industry that would take better hold in the 1830s, the gart of Dighton's Early Industrial Period
(1830-1870). Two cotton mills on the Three Mile River and an 1862 woolen mill started by
William Cobb were soon the town's largest industries. The Mount Hope Finishing Company, a
bleaching facility, was founded in 1901 in North Dighton, and soon became a stronghold of the
local economy. Its success wes directly related to the burgeoning textile industry in nearby Fall
River, whichflourishedfrom the 1840s onward.

Another key industry was a paper mill a North Dighton, sarted in 1850 and a major employer
into the early twentieth century. Strawberry farming aso took root in the 1850sand 1860s
eventualy leading to asizable track-farming industry which continues to the present day.

During this era, the Thomas Coram House was occupied by George Shove, who added the front
porch and lyrefenceca 1880. Shovewas an atomey and historian who wrote the Dighton
History for D. Hamilton Hurd's History of Bristol County, 1909.

With the town accessble from Taunton and adjoining aress by roads, trolley lines, and railroad
sarvice, asmal tourism industry started. 1t was introduced on amodest scaein the 1870swith
the opening of the Eddy House as ayear-round guest house offering boating, horssback riding
and other recregtiond activities. The Taunton Yacht Club was organized in 1895 and purchased

(continued)
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the Coram Shipyard ste and Coram Wharf as home for itsrecreationa yachting program. A
grand two-story dubhouse was built on pilings over the river. Its Shingle Style design featured
12-foot wide piazzas a two levels dong the river sde. The dubhouse was damaged by the
Hurricane of'38 and rel ocated/rebuilt onshore. Following the Hurricane of'54, the present
building was erected by the club.

The Early Modern Period (1915-1946) saw little new industry or population growth. The town
had by now become aquiet rural community with anumber of market farms and dairy farms, and
afew pockets of light industria activity. Without mgjor industry locating in the areadue to its
relative renotenessfrom established urban centers, there has not been ahousing boom or major
subdivision of large agricultural tracts. The agricultura landscgpe of this period continues to
dominate the town's visual character.

The early development of the Coram Shipyard Historic District in the 1693-1703 erawas a
critical first gepin the eventud growth of the town's shipping industry. The entrepreneuria
spirit of itsfirst property owners sawv an opportunity to capitalize on the riverfront location by
building alarge wharf and shipyard. Their interest was adopted by many of the subsequent
seventeanth century shipbuilders, who aso recognized that the areds navigable waters medeit an
idedl distribution point for trade inland to Taunton and all of southeest Massachusetts.

The district's gradua evolution avay from maritime commerce was due to shiftsin economic
conditions, trangportation pattems, and political condderations. By the 1830s Dighton's
shipbuilding industry hed faltered consderably. Merchants were contracting for ever larger,
deeper-draft shipsinorder to extend their see-going capabilities and carry larger cargoes to
faraway ports. The shalow-draft coastd doopsbeing built here were no longer profitable for
shipowners, and the Taunton River's shadlow bed did not permit building of larger shipsthe way
larger, degper harborslike Fal River, New Bedford, and Newport did.

Fall River ds0 gained an advantage over Dighton because of its more rapid urban growth and
trangportation facilities. While Dighton remained asmal country townwith itsmainties to
Taunton to the north. Fall River was expanding inits ownright as anew textile industry took
hold in the 1840s Large sonemills lined the harbor, and distribution of goodsby ship from the

(continued)
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degp-water port was more direct and cost-effective than going by way of Dighton. Politically, it
can be assumed that the wedlthy textilemill owners of Fall River, which was quickly becoming a
subgtantiad urban center, had consderably more political clout than the gentleman farmers/sea
captainsof rura Dighton. Not surprisingly. Fall River became the customs collection point from
1834 onward, based on itspolitical datusas well as its higher volume of imports and exports.

Despite the demise of Dighton's maritimetrade, the district retained its identity as apeaceful
resdential enclave. Land behind the homes continued in agricultural and orchard us2 Some
smal homeswere built to the north and south along Water Street, convenient to the waterfront es
well as to the small tovm center to the north.

Each of the two housss experienced dmost no expanson after 1800, except for asmal reer el
on eech house. Interiors were updated gradudly. It was particularly desrable to replace the
small, eighteenth century keeping roomvhearths which had become antiquated with larger
kitchens and more updated soves and Sorage Soaces

The district's two houses have continued in residentia use throughout their later years.

The district is one of Dighton's best examples of a cluger of two eighteenth century residential
designs. In their present gppearances, the homes are important architecturally as examples of
Georgian period desgn. The Coram House d 0 reflects changesin ningteenth century tastesand
fashion, with preferences for more decorative woodwork and porch styles. Each resource
exhibits the proportions, materids, and modes artistic dements of its style. The shipyard Ste
primarily retainsits open visual character. The historic wharf, which embodies typical
constmction methods of its day and survives intact, visualy reinforces the digtrict's historical
significance.

The John Hathaway House (MAP #1; Photogrgph #1) exemphfies a gracioudy-proportioned
Georgian,five-bay,center entrance house, which hes been updated to its present Szeca 1770.
The rectangular massing, central chimney, and shingled exterior reflect the origina Georgian
design. The splayed wooden lintelsmay be of later Federd date, and the entrance door/siddlight
design gopeer to be of later Colonid Reviva origin. The six-over-six lightsand small reer ell
indicate that "improvements' continued well on into the nineteenth century.

(continued)
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The Thomas Coram House (MAP #4; Photograph #2) was, before its ca 1950s modernization,
the district's mogt pretentious design.  Its present mass and centra chimney adso date from
mid-eighteenth century and the facade's proportions and window aignment retain the historic
Georgian facades design. The two-over-two window designsindicate that the home was
upgraded throughout its history, as does theflat-roofedporchVenclosed entry, even if it remans
only aremnant of itsorigina ca 1830 design. Aluminum siding and anew wooden entry porch
detract from the historic character of the design.

The sregtscgpe formed by thesetwo homeswhose similarities in scae, massng, design, and
setting form avisually cohesive entity, as well as the open shipyard site and surviving wharf
continues to project adiscernible image of an areasegped in historical assodaionswith
Dighton's earliest resdentiad and maritime development in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries,

Archeologica Significance

Historic archeologica remans have the potentia to provide documentation for the town's
agricultura beginnings which havelargely been lost by later non-agrarian usesof the land.
Remains of outbuilding foundations as well as stmctura survivasof previous agrarian
outbuildings could document construction techniques and farming habits of the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries.

Information may aso be present which would give adetailed view of the socid, cultural and
economic characteridtics of eighteenth century life. In particular, the wharf and portions of the
shipyard site have undergone very little physical disturbance and could contain significant
artifactsand structura evidence of former buildings, materids, and merchandise associated with
shipbuilding and the maritime trade carried on here.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description

Beginning a the district's northwest comer a the northwest corner of parcd 20-127, (2120 Water
Street), the boundary proceeds eesward dong the north property line of sad parcd ad
continues eestward across Water Street where itransfurther eestward aong the north property
line of parcd 20-6, (2125 Water Street), until reaching the west bank of the Taunton River.

It then turns southward aong the eedt edge of said parcel, including the sone smcture known as
the Coram Wharf, as it proceads southward aong the eesterly edge of parcds 20-6 and 20-8-01.
It then tums westward aong the southerly edge of parce 20-8-01,then northward dong sad
parcd'swesterly edgeto apoint opposte the southeest comer of parcd 20-5, where it turns
westward across Water Street.

The boundary continues westward dong the south edge of parce 20-5, then tums north dong the
rear property lines of parcds 20-5 and 20-127 to the point of origin.

S atached Dighton Assessor's Map #20.
Boundary Justification

This boundary definition includes the two historic homesand the historic shipyard ste and wharf
which collectively give sgnificance to the Coram Shipyard Historic District. The westem
boundary followsthe rear property lines of the two historic homes, separating them from severd
later homes and alarge town-owned open goece to the west. The northern boundary aouts
svad smal homesnot specifically rdated to the shipyard's development, one of which isquite
dtered. The eastern boundary dong the Taunton River shoreline includes the historic wharf and
the open parcd abutting it, both of which were historically associated with the Coram Shipyard.
The southerly boundary seperates the district from additiona shordine and severd small homes
of various dates, again not specifically assodated with the shipyard's devel opment.

(continued)
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The district's boundaries define the three mg or dements assodiated with the Coram Shipyard.
Visualy, the two homes, wharf, and shipyard Ste are unified by their daose proximity to one
another as they each face easward towards the river from which their occupants earned their
livelihood. The open, windswept character of this stretch of Water Street dso accentuatesitsties

to the river, in contrast to more tree-lined drestscapeswhere dudersof resdentia deve opment
have evolved fiirther to the north and south.

(end)
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Photographs

The identification information listed below pertains to al photographs:

Photograph by: Taunton Historical Commission
Dae 1992
Origina negdive a: cdo Mr. Charles W. Harris, Chairman

Dighton Historical Commission
Dighton, MA 02715

Photo 1: Looking southeastward towards north (end) and eedt (facade) devations of the

John Hathaway House, 2120 Water Street, with the Thomas Coram House, 2130
Water Street, beyond.

Photo 2: L ooking westward towards eedt (facade) elevation of the Thomas Coram House,
2130 Water Stredt.



CORAM SHIPYARD HISTORIC DISTRICT
DIGHTON (BRISTOL COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

MAP# ASSESSOR'S MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS
Map
1 20-127 167  John Hathaway House 2120 Water Stret cal700 Georgian B C
S« 19th c. Utilitarian B C
Storage Shed 1960+ Utilitarian B
NC
2 20-6,20-8-01 Coram Shipyard Ste 2125 Water Strest ca 16931703 n/a c
Taunton Yacht Club clubhouse calos0 Colonid Reviva B NG
TYC Boahouse (shed) cal960 Utilitarian B NG
Historic Marker 20th c. @) c
3 20-6 Coram Shipyard Wharf 2125 Water Stret cal699 Utilitarian Str. c
4 205 102  Thomas Coram House 2130 Water Stret ca 169 Georgian B
(dtered ca 1870s 1960s) C
Gaage/Shed 1%h c Utilitarian B NC
KEY: B: Building Str: Structure O: Object S Ste C: Contributing Resource
NC: Noncontributing Resource
Total Resources. 10
6 Contributing Resources 4 Noncontributing Resources
3 Buildings 4 Buildings
| Structure 0 Structures
1 Object 0 Objects

1 Site 0 Sites
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusatts Historical Commission

May 14, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please fmd the following nomination form:

Coram Shipyard Historic District, 2120, 2125, 2130 Water Street, Dighton (Bristol
County), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified
of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

CC: Charles W. Harris, Chair, Dighton Historical Commission
GeaneE. Nelson, Chair, Dighton Board of Sdectmen
Diane Duprey, P.O. Box 771, Marion, MA 02738
Margo B. Webber, Presarvation Consultant

Endosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Websitee www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The Commonweahh of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
October 31, 1997 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encdlosed please find additional documentation for the following National Register nomination as
requested by Patrick Andrus (sse atached letter of July 11, 1997). Requested photographs are
inlcuded.

Coram Shipyard Historic District, Dighton (Bristol Co.), MA
Reference number 97000625

Hess=elet me know if | can be of further sarvice.

Philip Bergen
National Register Assigtant
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosures

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Webdgte www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



