


a DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

X-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X—ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE 
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hillside lies at the base of a natural bowl land formation, vri.th trees, planted 
in the last half of the nineteenth century, growing at the edge of the large lawn 
which surrounds the house. The property originally encompassed approximately eighty 
acres, as shown in the map surveyed by Henry David Thoreau in 1854. Extensive 
plantings, including many native and foreign trees, covered these acres. Now only 
ten acres remain, but they retain their rural and pastoral aspect, and most of 
the trees planted as part of the Old Colony Nurseries are extant. ^ 

Hillside was designed i n 1S45 by the amateur architect Reverend Samuel Longfellow, 
hvothjsr of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and b u i l t the same year by Benjamin Marston 
Wats6n, famed horticultural!st and friend of the Concord Trancendentalists. 
The"-Gothic Cottage, which faces south, i s reminiscent of the styles found i n Andrew 
Jackson Dow^ng's The Architecture of Country Houses. The facade has a steeply 
pitched cross gable covering a central pavilion which has a Tudor arched opening on each 
of i t s three sides. The iJ- story building, covered with clapboards, has an asphalt 
shingled ridge roof. A Ig- story ridge roof e l l extends from the western half of the 
northern elevation of the house, and has a dormer on i t s western elevation. A 
2 story hip roof addition, b u i l t i n the iS^O's, i s attached to the I5- story e l l , and 
lies directly north of the eastern half of the main part of the house. 

The fenestration, as with many Gothic Cottages, i s irregular. The f i r s t floor 
windows of the whole house are topped by label molding, as i s the center opening 
i n the entrance pavilion. The molding extending down the sides of the -windows are 
now covered by shutters, a recent addition to the house. The second story windows 
of the main block and the e l l have plain l i n t e l s ; the second'story windows of the 
north elevation of the hip roof addition repeat the label moldings of the f i r s t floor. 
A bay window, original to the house, extends from the east elevation of the f i r s t 
floor of the main block. 

The grounds around Hillside are the remains of the once extensive Old Colony Nurseries. 
These gardens contained plants of a l l kinds from a l l over the world, including 58 
varieties of trees, and numerous vegetables and f r u i t s , mass produced for the 
Boston market. Remnants of these plantings s t i l l exist on the land remaining from 
this extensive nursery. 










































