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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Greystone Hotel is an imposing two-story three-by-three-bay Colonial Revival-style
structure facing east overlooking Greenwood Cemetery. The building is clapboarded, hip
roofed, and distinguished by its two-tiered gallery supported on monumental fluted Ionic
columns with Scamozzi capitals. A two-tiered rear gallery has been enclosed. Projecting
from the south elevation is a two-story polygonal bay which terminates in a pedimented
gable. An off-center entrance incorporates side lights and transom, which contain
diamond-shaped panes. The diamond motif is also present in the upper sash of the first-floor
windows which flank the entrance, and in the small window on the north elevation which
contains colored glass and lights the stairwell. A door centrally placed on the second
floor of the front elevation opens onto a cantilevered balustraded balcony.

The interior is largely intact and contains three rooms grouped around the hall on the
first floor and four rooms on the second floor. In addition to the Coloanial Revival-
style staircase with ‘squared newel posts, the mantelpleces are notable orlglnal features.
Those on the first floor contain curved posts and mirrored overmantels. Mantels on the
second floor are simpler, with squared posts and no overmantel.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Important to the study of black history in Jackson, the present Greystone Hotel is
probably the only Colonial Revival-style building constructed by George Thomas, a self-
taught black contractor well known for his Bungalow-style residences in the community.
The size of the two-story building and its formalism set it apart from its neighbors,
small vernacular cottages or dwellings designed in the Bungalow.style. :

Constructed in 1912 as a residence for Alex Williams, a black grocer who owned property
which ran 400 feet west (along present Lamar Lane) and whose store was located immediately
north of the present structure, the dwelling apparently fulfilled a life-long dream.
George Thomas, contractor for the project, aged 96, still lives in the neighborhood,

one block north on Cohea Street. The Ionic columns are said to have been built to Alex
William's specifications, and the interior planned with Thomas's assistance by members

of the Williams family. Apparently Williams did not live to enjoy his new residence

for long, since only his wife is listed at the address in the 1916 Jackson city directory.
By 1922 the directory listed Harry and Betty Marino. Harry Marino, a cotton sampler

with the W.J. Davis Company, and Betty Marino, a teacher at Smith Robertson School, lived
at the address until 1945, when they purchased the next house north. The building was
first listed as a hotel in 1950. Also at that time the street name was changed from
Grayson to Lamar (perhzps the name Greystone is a corruption of Grayson), and shotgun
cottages were constructed on the rear lot, forming Lamar Lane.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION '
That part of lot 3 of Brown's Survey in the City of Jackson as shown by a plat of
same recorded in the Surveyors Record Book A on page 251 in the Chancery Clerk's Office,
whose boundaries are as follows: beginning at a point on the west side of Lamar St.,
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10 - GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (Verbal Boundary Description)

309' north of Monument St., the property line moves west for 165', north for 83', east
for 165", and south for 83', back to the beginning point.



