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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Oscar Anderson House is an unpretentious, frame residence and represents an 
outstanding example of the modest, yet comfortable, living style of the earliest Anchorage 
period. The building is reputed to be the first residence to be completed after the 
platting of lots which created the Anchorage townsite in 1915. Oscar Anderson, a jack  
of-all-trades, supervised its construction. Those artisans who actually built the 
structure included Aron Wicklund and "Stucco Johnson."

It's architecture approximates the bungalow style which was so popular during that 
era. Specifically, the bungalow-type features include its gabled roof in front and rear, 
and its one and one half stories which are accentuated by a single dormer window to its 
west side. Additional light to the upstair bedrooms was allowed by windows under the 
moderately pitched gables. Wood shingles cover the roof and are also placed as horizontal 
fitted siding under the dormers of the upper portion of the house. One enters the Smallish 
dwelling (20 feet x 40 feet) off a square, indented porch at the southeast corner. A 
flight of stairs to the upper story lies straight ahead of the foyer. Going to the left 
one enters the living room which is high lighted by a simplistically decorated brick 
fireplace and a slightly recessed bay window. Other downstairs rooms include the bath, 
kitchen and dining room. The latter remains highlighted by the original woodwork and 
cabinets, including a built-in buffet.

Oscar Anderson lived in the house until his death in 1974; the exterior fabric and 
color of the home were never changed. Interior .alterations included the typical kitchen 
modernization (i.e., icebox & stove replacements as well as counter and cabinet space 
additions).

Mrs, Oscar Anderson gave the house by chattel deed to the Municipality of Anchorage 
for historic preservation purposes. In order no save the building the Municipal Assembly 
provided necessary support through an emergency ordinance in the summer of 1976. The 
Oscar Anderson House was then moved some 60 feet to a portion of Municipal land adjoining 
the nearby park (see attached photo). The integrity of its location has been maintained: 
first, the magnificent vista of Cook Inlet and the Alaska range (undoubtedly, one of 
anderson's reasons in his site selection) is not disrupted; second, the original 
orientation of the house on a north to south axis to the extension of fourth avenue 
was also secured; and, finally, the vegetation which had been planted by the Anderson f s 
will be appropriately reintroduced at the new site through a landscape plan.

The building will be used for interpretive purposes to depict the residential 
lifestyle of the early Anchorage era. Various furnishings are being held by the 
Anderson family and will be given to the Municipality when its restoration has been 
completed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Oscar Anderson house is derived from three facets (1) 
the early developmental history of the Anchorage community; (2) the contributions of 
Oscar Anderson to commerce in this region of Alaska; and (3) the building itself.

Anchorage was born in the spirit of the railroad development of Alaska. The U.S. 
Congress, in creating the Alaska Territorial Legislature in 1912, also commissioned a 
study of potential railroad routes which would link the seaboard with the interior and 
its rich mineral deposits. However, it was not until 1915 that the selection of a 
route was actually made. President Wilson, by Congressional authorization, selected 
the Western or Susitna Route. This route would join Seward, an ice free port, with the 
interior which was so rich in gold, oil, timber and fertile soil. Of particular importance 
the railroad could transport coal from the Matanuska area. In short, the Alaska Railroad 
(as the route was to be called) can be justly attributed as the reason for bringing 
Anchorage into existence. Plans for the railroad's development proceeded and a site 
at Ship Creek was visualized as the ideal location from which construction could proceed 
north to the coal fields as well as south toward Seward. As lighterage could carry 
equipment and supplies from larger ships which lay "at anchor" in the Inlet's deeper 
waters off Ship Creek, the railroad's headquarters were constructed there. Workers 
flooded to the spot by the hundreds creating a "tent city" in the short space of a few 
months after Wilson had authorized the route. By midsummer the Alaska Engineering 
Commission (i.e., the Federal agency building the railroad), had cleared a townsite, 
platted lots according to the simplistic grid system of streets, sold those lots at public 
auction to create the town, and endorsed the people's vote to call the town, Anchorage.

Oscar Anderson arrived at Ship Creek in the early spring of 1915. By his own account, 
he was the eighteenth person to set foot in "tent city",the temporary settlement of those 
who anticipated railroad-related employment. He quickly went into business with a man by 
the name of Jensen as theprimary meat packer for the region; their cold storage operation 
was first located at Riverside (i.e. the temporary tent settlement). Anderson was a 
successful bidder in four instances during the initial auction on July 15, 1915. He 
rapidly developed a building on his lot in Block 43 to which Ship Creek Meat Market was 
relocated. Similarly, he began construction of his house on Block 32, a site with a 
most impressive view of tide water, soaring mountains and ever changing sunset.

The house is said to be the first permanent residence to be completed after the 
creation of the Anchorage townsite. Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson, his widow, relates that 
her husband took pride in the supplies which he provided Anchorage - not only, food 
through his market, but also, fuel. Anderson was one of the original owners of the Evan 
Jones Coal Company started at Jonesville in 1921. Later he became the company's President 
and General Manager. That coal carried on the Alaska Railroad was a major energy source 
for Anchorage for over a quarter century. Besides his interest in the meat and coal 
business, Anderson, among others, also contributed to the town's development by giving his 
support to the Anchorage Times and in introducing air transportation to this region.
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The Oscar Anderson House is an excellent example of the frame construction 
which was incident to that era of the city's history. Because it was not 
prefabricated as many of the early structures were, especially the homes for 
railroad employees, its design is unique to Anchorage architecture. Not changing 
ownership until 1976 when it was given to the Municipality, the Anderson Family 
kept the original design intact; this is particularly important as most early 
Anchorage residences have been altered severly or lost entirely. Exhibiting the 
most elementary of bungaloid features, the house stands as an expression of the 
simplicity and basic material comfort which surrounded the early Anchorage 
businessman. Perhaps most importantly it stands as a symbol of the spirit of 
Oscar Anderson and others like him who as America's latent pioneers helped to 
create the city and region.


