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COMMON:

Byler Road
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Byler Road, Byler's Turnpike, Byler T s Ridge

STREET AND NUMBER:

Congressional District: 7
CITY OR TOWN:

11 miles north of Northport,
'•• f * u .:. 

-east-of-teghwsF' 43
STATE

Alabama 01 Tuscaloosa 125

CATEGORY 
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OWNERSHIP ,TATIK STATUS
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Q District Q Building

E Site n Structure

Q Object

IS Public

D Private

CD Both

Public Acquisition: 

(| In Process 

| | Being Considered

D Occupied
.. . , 
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_
Preservation work

in progress

Yes:
n Restricted' — '
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

\ I Agricultural 

(~| Commercial 

Q Educational 

I | Entertainment

| | Government

d] Industrial

l~~l Mi itary

CD Museum

| | Park

| | Private Residence

Q Religious

| | Scientific

S Transportation I I Comments 

n Other (Specify) _________

OWNER'S NAME:

Tuscaloosa County Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

714 Greensboro Avenue
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Tuscaloosa Alabama 01

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Tuscaloosa County Courthouse, Probate Office
STREET AND NUMBER:

714 Greensboro Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Tuscaloosa
STATE

Alabama 01

TITLE OF SURVEY:

————'-^———''U Ml/
State / "^CD County - ' l^DATE OF SURVEY: Federal Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
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CONDITION
Excellent Good

(Check One) 

J£] Fair I I Deteriorated (~) Ruins |~] Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q Altered (3 Unaltered

(Check One) 

C] Moved [^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Being nominated is a % mile section of the original 1822 Byler 
Road, This unpaved section, bypassed by more modern roads, has retained 
it*s original width of 12 feet and is flanked on both sides by densely 
wooded areas. Originally all soft places were laid with logs, and 
the road bed was clear of all stumps. Today, parts of the road have 
eroded, but the damage is minor. At the end of this ^ mile section 
is the Pruitt slave cemetery, dating from 1819.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Byler Turnpike was Alabama's first state road and the section being 
nominated has retained much of it*s original appearance and atmosphere.

«.
The turnpike was named for John Byler of Lawrence County, the promoter 

of the road. On December 16, 1819, shortly after Alabama became a state, 
Governor Bibb signed into law a bill authorizing Byler and his associates 
to build a turnpike and to keep all tolls for 12 years, provided that the 
road was maintained.

Completed in 1822, the road ran from Tuscaloosa on the Bajlck Warrior 
River to the Tennessee River near Muscle Shoals, linking the markets 
of the Tennessee Valley with the head of navigation of the Black Warrior 
River.

Many towns in Lawrence, Winston, Walker, Fayette and Tuscaloosa 
Counties grew up along the turnpike and during the Civil War, both 
Confederate and Union armies traveled the road.

The Tuscaloosa County Commission has recently acquired this section 
of the road and will maintain it in it^s present condition for use as 
a historic park.



Information in files of Tuscaloosa County Preservation Society, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C

———— ———————————— ———————————— F
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 33° 23' 25" 87° 35' 59"
NE 33° 23' 25" 87° 35' 42" 
SE 33° 23' 06" 87° 35 ' 42 - 
sw 33» 23- 06- 87 o 35- 59-
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Alabama Historical Commission Oct. 9, 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:

725 Monroe Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Montgomery
^^•^^^M^^^PiiPiiiiiMlli^^iiiili^llilP

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State \3f Local Q

Name r/fa& /& £-*&~£4/AA4P . /& •r ~

Title °^ r^ ' 0 Csb^A, •

Date ^~- £s£ • -S% /$ ̂ ^-

STATE CODE

\labama 01

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

// //O ' /*7 L/
Date ' \( 1

ATTEST:

X^J^J^— ̂ Keeper of The National Re&Tster 

Date S/ • / ' $/* ^^
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