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MSITCMIT Wasilla Depot (ARRS Site No. ANC-088}

AND-OR COMIION

- FALOCATION

stacranomeéen  Alaska Railroad Mile 159.8, junction of Parks Highway

and Knik Rcad —_NOT FOR PUBLICANON

CTY "OWN CONGRESSICNAL DiSTRICT
wasilla — VOINTY OF Alaska, at large
STATE C2TE .COUNTV . L. CODE
Alaska a2z Mathuska-Susitna Division 170
&Y CLASSIFICATION
CATEGGRY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_?K‘S?!l-‘:? ks S5 Mo CUMED 7 —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
BunoiNG's) __PRIVATE —~UHOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARZ
— STRUCTUPE BT —WORLIN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —~PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  __REUGIOUS
__O8JECT —IN PROCESS Kes RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIRIC
—BEING COMNSICERED - YES UNRESTRAICTED —INDUSTRIAL ~TRANSPORTATION
’ —NO —MILTARY —OTHER
'[HOWNER OF PROFERTY
*M:  The Alaska Railroad, U.S. Department of Transportation
STAEET & NUMB -
Y Box 7-2111 (907) 265-2411
kil YO chorage A158%a
- — VICINITY OF
EJ1.OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. . ) .
,.EG;,,';,.UOFOEH,S.ETC The Alaska Railroad, U.S. Department of Transportation

SR B Box 7-2111
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ﬂ PEPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

nTLe Alaska Heritage Resource Survey (AHRS)
DATE
August 14, 1975 —FEDERAL XSTATE _COUNTY _LOCAL

DEFNSITONY FOA
JuAvevnecoros  Alaska Division oe Parks, 323 E. 4th Avenue
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} &2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK OKE CHELR CNE
Xrousr —DETERONATED . Xumaemo X omeGinaL 4 TE
G000 .:€§ L IRANE _ALTLRED _MOVED  SATE .
R ’ L UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THL PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Plans for this structure were =pproved in August 1917, and it was

corpleted with some moditications in details in October or November

1917. It appears .today essenti-"ly as it did whean originally

constructed. It was built as a one-story rectangular frame building.

It measures 33 x 52 feet, with a 12 foot wide bay on the scuth side
" and an 11'8" bay on the track (ns.th) side. A low hipped roof

with unadorned overhanging eaves on all four sides is topped by

a cupola centered on the peak, capped by a flag pole.

The bay facing the tracks contained the office and ticket counter.
Clockwice from that pcint, th2 building is divided to provide for
a waiting vcom, two tedrooms, a bathroom, kitcnen, pantry, living
E reom, and another storag. room.

Lin

This arrangement was supplemented by an unusual amcunt of wall space
devoted to windows. The west end of the building, with the least
fenestration ¢f any of the walls, has two five pane bottom-hinged
windews, each cpening into a main storage space. Zach of the outside
i rooms of the structure has at least cre winlcw, whiie the waiting rocom
s is lighted by six, the ticket office by five, and the living room

by four.

The main railroad storage room is entered from the outsids through
a dcuble batten door, while access to the other interior spaces

is through single batten doors with half-glass panels that enter
the waiting rocm, the living room, and the kitchen, respectively.
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOC AREAS CF SIGNIFITANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

= MMEMSTOMC _ARCHEQIUUY PREMITOME _COMMUNTY PLARMNG —UANCSCAM ARCHITICTURE _udione

—1400- 1488 ~ARCHELOGY ML TORC —ZORSERVATION —LAw —OTne

—.1800-155% —AGACULT RE —FCONCAhCS —UTERsTURE —StuLs o

~1600- 1499 —ARCRTICTURE —EOUCAT:ON —MEUTaR? ~BOCAL I SANTARAN
—1700-179% —ART — ENGINEERING —MISC __THEATER
18001899 —COMMERCE ~EXPLORANGRSETTLEMENT _PwiLOSGPHY X tnanssantanon
X 1900~ ~COMMUMNICATIONS _IRDUSTRY —POUTICH GOVERNMENT _OTHER (3PECFN

! I NVENTION
SPECIFICDATES ii1e: 1917 auicersaacwitect Office of F. Mears . X
Alaska fogire e Sommissjon

STATEMEMNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance

The Wasilla Depot is significant as a symbol 5f the Alaska kailroad,
catalyst of the cormunity's development. The sectidn of Alaska

)

i centering upon the present town cof Wasilia possessed hich potential 3

i for economic activity, due to its lcocation in an area of arable land 3

| and mireral resources. The Alaska Engineering Ccxrissicn desigonated o

! this depct site to provida the transportation facility regquirad for i
exploitaticon of these attributes. E

! Historical Background

A townsite was established where the depct would be built, centering
at the intersection of the railroad and the old wagon road. The 1
wagon road was a Government-constructed rcad from Knik to the Willow

Creek gold mines. :

Up to the time of railroad construction and the building of this depat,
there were only a few farms in +he area. This was due to the difficulty
of travel and transportation to the coast. Fcr the same reason, in 1310,
only one quartz gold mine was operating cuccessfully, even though the
Willow Creek mining district had been prospected for nearly two decades,
and several rich gold depcsits had been located.

The completion cf the railroad to this point on its route rortn opened
the region effectively to human economic activity. It provided
effective and practical transportation for people, frsignt, and for
the limited markets available along the railkelt. This depot has
performed its function continuously sirce its constructien.

See continvation sheet
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Sicrnificance

Gold discoveries in the Klcndike, Nome, Tanana Valley and Iditarod
regions brought large numbers of people to Alaska beginning in 1897,
The solution for tra..sporting pecple and supplies to these isolated
locations year-round at a realistic cost seefed to be a railroad

that would cunnect an ice-free port on the southern coast with the
interior. Failures by private enterprises to establish such routes
multiplied. The federal government was finally convinced to finance
coastruction of a railroad. In 1914 President Woodrow Wilson selected
tha Seward to Pairbanks route, and construction begar the following
year. Several construction camps, inciuding Anchorage, Palmer, Wasilla
and Nenana appeared to be potential economic centers. In the Wasilla
area pricr to construction cf the railroad few farms existed because
of transportation difficulties. For ihe same reason only one quartz
gold mine was successfully operating in 1910, although the Willecw

Creek district had been prospected nearly two decades before and
several rich gold depcsits located. : :

Wasilla Depot was built in 1917 and a townsite surveyed around the
station site. On June 20, 1917 the Alaska Engineering Commission
auctioned townsite lots. Settlement and development of the region
hav2 grown slowly, but continuouslv, since completion of the railroad.

.The railroad has provided effective, practical transportation for

people and freight. The depot, unaltered, still performs its original

fungtions. although a highway and air transportation have assumed
mucn of the railroad's business.
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