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The Clark Houses arelocated at 74 and 76 West Central Street near thecenter of
Natick. West Central Street (Route 135) i sthe main road between Wellesley and
Fram ngham The two houses aresituatedin a residential neighborhood and are

i medi ately surrounded by hones of many styles and ages. Thetw stand side by side
and together occupy less than one acre of property landscaped by | owbushes and
topiary shrubbery. Both of thebuildings were constructed i nthelate 19thcentury
and represent coherent exanples of t heSecond Empire style.

The Edward Cl ark House, 74 West Central Street, i slocated on thecorner of Wst
Central and Forest Streets. The structurewas built i n 1870 for Edward Clark. 1| t
greatly influenced thedesign of later structures around it. I|tisa three story
T-plan Second Empire style building with a granite foundation. The house i s sheathed
in beaded clapboards painted a light unber. All trimwvork i spainted off white.
Cornerboards and watertable areplain. The wide nolded entablature has decorative
scroll brackets supporting theoverhanging eaves. The high nmansard roof i s covered
with fish scale polychromatic floral patterntiles. The nolded roof has ornamental
floral designs at thetopof each roof corner. There i sa center chimey. The
building i ssymmetrical. Fenestration i svaried i ndesign and ornate.

The three bay wi de facade faces east toward thedriveway off West Central Street

and Forest Street beyond. |t i sdomnated by a central projectingthree story
pavillion, one bay inwidth. The pavillion i san open porch at thefirst story
level. Four steps with iron railings lead tothis entrance porch. Its triangularly

pedi mented roofline i ssupported by two sets of double colums. Both sets are
composed of one round and one square columm, each Xrith panels at t hebase andtwo
distinct decorative capitals above. The two sets of colums arelinked by an arch
with keystone. Similar arches on both sides of theporch link thedouble colums
to a single squared pilaster flanking thedoor. Decorative brackets support the
mol ded porch cornice. The entrance itself i sdouble wooden doors, each with a
single rectangular light and nol ded panels below. The door i sframed by a plain
architrave with a nolded base toeither side. The second story of thepavilion has
acircular patterned sill beneath double 1/1 round arched wi ndows. These are franed
by highly ornamental scrolled base pilasters supporting an open triangular pediment
with a carved garland motif at itscenter. The north and south sides each have a
mol ded panel below a single 1/1 arched window flanked by pilasters and headed by
a projectingsegmantal pedinent and a garland motif at itscenter. A single small
/1 round arched wi ndow stands on both thenorth and south sides of theprojection.
Both of these w ndows have heavy hood nol ds.

The central pavilion i sflanked by theidentical east and west end bays of the
facade. The single first story windows on either end are 2/2 with scrolled archi-
traves, dentils and a triangular pediment with a garland i nthecenter. Thetwo
2/2 second story windows followthedesign of thefirst story windows, but lackthe
dentils. The two gabled dorners overhead ar e segmentally arched and headed by a
garland within an open triangular pediment.
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The north elevation faces West Central Street. | thas a full three story projecting

bay at it seastern end. The three sides of thebay are at 45 degree angles toone
another i na single-double-single 1/1 window pattern on thefirst two stories.

First story windows are segmentally arched with scrolled architectraves and hood
mol ds.  Second story windows areround arched with keystone. Mol ded panels define
the first, second and third story floor levels. The gable dorner overhead repeats
the design of those on thefacade. The western end bay of theelevation has single
wi ndows on thefirst and second story, and a dormer above. Al | three are identical
to their counterparts on thefacade. The south elevation has a two story nansard
roofed ell with an entrance portico.

The exterior of the building was carefully restored i n1976 following a long period
of neglect. .

The Mary O ar k Whi t ney House stands directly west of the Edward C ar k House at 76
West Central Street. It was built duringthe early 1870'sfor Mary C ark Wit ney,

a cousi nof Edward C ark. The house resenbl es its nei ghbor at #74, but has |ess

el aborate detailing. It is a threestory, T-plan SecondEnpirestructure set on a
granitefoundation. The mainrectangle is threebays w de by two bays deep. The

hip roofedell attachedto therear el evation is two bays wi de by two bays deep.

The house i s sheat hedi n beaded cl apboards pai nted bei ge. Cornerboards and water -
tableare plain. The wi de entablature is omanmented by irregularly placed paired
bracket s beneat hthe wi del y over hangi ng eaves. The hi gh mansardroof i s covered by
fishscaleslatetiles. Fenestration is 2/2 framedby greenlouvered shutters on
the first two stories. First storyw ndows are headed by a nol ded proj ecti ng corni ce
Second st ory wi ndows are headed by a triangul ar pedinent with a boss at their
center. The gabl e dornmerscontain?2/2w ndows fl anked by a steppedarchitrave and
headed by an open triangul ar pedi nment. o, .

The facade faces north toward West Central Street. A central projecting pavillion
rises thefull three stories, with thefirst story being an entrance portico.
Paired Doric colums support theportico entablaturewith its bracketed corners.
Narrow Doric pilasters frame double Italianate style entrance doors. The second
story of thepavillion has a wide nolded sill beneath double arched 1/1 w ndows
with a projecting flat cornice on thefacade and a segmentally arched 1/1 wi ndow
on both theeast and the west sides of theprojection. The gable dormer above has
a segmental ly arched w ndow.

The east elevation has a three sided flat roofed projection on thefirst story.
The three sides are at 45 degree angles t oone another. Each corner has two pairs
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of brackets beneath thecom ce. Twow ndows stand above ont hesecond story,
with a dormer overhead. Theeast elevation of theel | has anopen porch with a
single wi ndow overhead ont hesecond story.

The west elevation of t he house has twow ndows on both stories. The west elevation
of theell has a second story wi ndow at t he northern end and a first story w ndow
at t hesouthernend.

There i sanentrance totheell onthesouth (rear) elevation.
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The Clark Houses aresignificant as two of thefiner exanples of t heSecond Enpire/
mansard style i nNatick. They arealso significant fortheir associationwith
Edward Clark, a local entrepreneur.

Edward Clark was born i nNatick i nAugust of 1838. He was t he son of Nathani el
Clark, builder of theClark Block i nNatick Center (N R nomnation - Natick
Center HD.). Edward was established as a promi nent Natick grocer by 1882. Hi s
busi ness was housed i nthe Clark Block. He succeeded hi s father as town treasurer
from 1889-1910 and while i noffice handled nore than four million dollars. Edward
was a director of theNatick National Bank, of which hisfather was a founder
During hislifetime, healso served as theWter and Sewer Conm ssioner,

Trustee of the Morse Hospital, andt easur Ithe Park Cenetery Assomatlon.
He died i n 1910. e}
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Cctober 21, 1977

M. Charles Herrington

Regi stration Branch

Nat i onal Regi ster

OMP, National Park Service
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed please find nomnation forns for thefollow ngproperties:

VWrcester, City Hall and Conmon
Brockton, Mvses Packard House
Natick, O ark Houses

Tisbury, Ritter House

Duxbury, Gamaliel Bradford Huse

OESIOI L

These properties have been reviewed andvoted by the State Review
Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Vésl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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enc.
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