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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ?LoRIGINAL SITE 

-?GOOD —RUINS ?_ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Clark Houses are located at 74 and 76 West Central Street near the center of 
Natick. West Central Street (Route 135) i s the main road between Wellesley and 
Framingham. The two houses are situated i n a re s i d e n t i a l neighborhood and are 
immediately surrounded by homes of many styles and ages. The two stand side by side 
and together occupy less than one acre of property landscaped by low bushes and 
topiary shrubbery. Both of the buildings were constructed i n the lat e 19th century 
and represent coherent examples of the Second Empire s t y l e . 

The Edward Clark House, 74 West Central Street, i s located on the corner of West 
Central and Forest Streets. The structure was b u i l t i n 1870 for Edward Clark. I t 
greatly influenced the design of l a t e r structures around i t . I t i s a three story 
T-plan Second Empire s t y l e building with a granite foundation. The house i s sheathed 
i n beaded clapboards painted a l i g h t umber. A l l trimwork i s painted o f f white. 
Cornerboards and watertable are pl a i n . The wide molded entablature has decorative 
s c r o l l brackets supporting the overhanging eaves. The high mansard roof i s covered 
with f i s h scale polychromatic f l o r a l pattern t i l e s . The molded roof has ornamental 
f l o r a l designs at the top of each roof corner. There i s a center chimney. The 
building i s symmetrical. Fenestration i s varied i n design and ornate. 

The three bay wide facade faces east toward the driveway o f f West Central Street 
and Forest Street beyond. I t i s dominated by a central projecting three story 
p a v i l l i o n , one bay i n width. The p a v i l l i o n i s an open porch at the f i r s t story 
l e v e l . Four steps with i r o n r a i l i n g s lead to t h i s entrance porch. I t s t r i a n g u l a r l y 
pedimented r o o f l i n e i s supported by two sets of double columns. Both sets are 
composed of one round and one square column, each Xirith panels at the base and two 
d i s t i n c t decorative capitals above. The two sets of columns are linked by an arch 
with keystone. Similar arches on both sides of the porch l i n k the double columns 
to a single squared p i l a s t e r flanking the door. Decorative brackets support the 
molded porch cornice. The entrance i t s e l f i s double wooden doors, each with a 
single rectangular l i g h t and molded panels below. The door i s framed by a plain 
architrave with a molded base to either side. The second story of the pavilion has 
a c i r c u l a r patterned s i l l beneath double 1/1 round arched windows. These are framed 
by highly ornamental scrolled base pilasters supporting an open triangular pediment 
with a carved garland motif at i t s center. The north and south sides each have a 
molded panel below a single 1/1 arched window flanked by pilasters and headed by 
a projecting segmantal pediment and a garland motif at i t s center. A single small 
1/1 round arched window stands on both the north and south sides of the projection. 
Both of these windows have heavy hood molds. 

The central p a v i l i o n i s flanked by the i d e n t i c a l east and west end bays of the 
facade. The single f i r s t story windows on either end are 2/2 with scrolled archi­
traves, dentils and a triangular pediment with a garland i n the center. The two 
2/2 second story windows follow the design of the f i r s t story windows, but lack the 
de n t i l s . The two gabled dormers overhead are segmentally arched and headed by a 
garland w i t h i n an open triangular pediment. 
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The north elevation faces West Central Street. I t has a f u l l three story projecting 
bay at i t s eastern end. The three sides of the bay are at 45 degree angles to one 
another i n a single-double-single 1/1 window pattern on the f i r s t two stories. 
F i r s t story windows are segmentally arched with scrolled architectraves and hood 
molds. Second story windows are round arched with keystone. Molded panels define 
the f i r s t , second and t h i r d story f l o o r levels. The gable dormer overhead repeats 
the design of those on the facade. The western end bay of the elevation has single 
windows on the f i r s t and second story, and a dormer above. A l l three are id e n t i c a l 
to t h e i r counterparts on the facade. The south elevation has a two story mansard 
roofed e l l with an entrance portico. 

The exterior of the building was carefully restored i n 1976 following a long period 
of neglect. • 

The Mary Clark Whitney House stands directly west of the Edward Clark House at 76 
West Central Street. It was built during the early 1870's for Mary Clark Whitney, 
a cousin of Edward Clark. The house resembles its neighbor at #74, but has less 
elaborate detailing. It is a three story, T-plan Second Empire structure set on a 
granite foundation. The main rectangle is three bays wide by two bays deep. The 
hip roofed ell attached to the rear elevation is two bays wide by two bays deep. 
The house is sheathed in beaded clapboards painted beige. Cornerboards and water-
table are plain. The wide entablature is omamented by irregularly placed paired 
brackets beneath the widely overhanging eaves. The high mansard roof is covered by 
fish scale slate tiles. Fenestration is 2/2 framed by green louvered shutters on 
the first two stories. First story windows are headed by a molded projecting cornice. 
Second story windows are headed by a triangular pediment with a boss at their 
center. The gable dormers contain 2/2 windows flanked by a stepped architrave and 
headed by an open triangular pediment. •., . • 

The facade faces north toward West Central Street. A central projecting p a v i l l i o n 
rises the f u l l three stories , with the f i r s t story being an entrance portico. 
Paired Doric columns support the portico entablature with i t s bracketed corners. 
Narrow Doric pilasters frame double I t a l i a n a t e style entrance doors. The second 
story of the p a v i l l i o n has a wide molded s i l l beneath double arched 1/1 windows 
with a projecting f l a t cornice on the facade and a segmentally arched 1/1 window 
on both the east and the west sides of the projection. The gable dormer above has 
a segmentally arched window. 

The east elevation has a three sided f l a t roofed projection on the f i r s t story. 
The three sides are at 45 degree angles to one another. Each corner has two pairs 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED QQf 2 71977 

DATE ENTERED ^tB^J^-'' 

CONTINUATION SHEET •̂'"̂'̂^ ITEM NUMBER PAGE ^ 

of brackets beneath the comice. Two windows stand above on the second story, 
with a dormer overhead. The east elevation of the e l l has an open porch with a 
single window overhead on the second story. 

The west elevation of the house has two windows on both stories. The west elevation 
of the e l l has a second story window at the northern end and a f i r s t story window 
at the southern end. 

There i s an entrance to the e l l on the south (rear) elevation. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Clark Houses are s i g n i f i c a n t as two of the f i n e r examples of the Second Empire/ 
mansard style i n Natick. They are also s i g n i f i c a n t for t h e i r association with 
Edward Clark, a lo c a l entrepreneur. 

Edward Clark was born i n Natick i n August of 1838. He was the son of Nathaniel 
Clark, builder of the Clark Block i n Natick Center (N.R. nomination - Natick 
Center H.D.). Edward was established as a prominent Natick grocer by 1882. His 
business was housed i n the Clark Block. He succeeded his father as town treasurer 
from 1889-1910 and while i n o f f i c e handled more than four m i l l i o n dollars. Edward 
was a director of the Natick National Bank, of which his father was a founder. 
During his l i f e t i m e , he also served as the Water and Sewer Commissioner, a 
Trustee of the Morse Hospital, and the Treasurer of the Park Cemetery Association. 
He died i n 1910. 
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'iommtd.i/o/i 

October 21, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Worcester, City Hall and Common 
2. Brockton, Moses Packard House 
3. Natick, Clark Houses 
4. Tisbury, Ritter House 
5. Duxbury, Gamaliel Bradford House 

These properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review 
Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW/ed 
enc. 
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