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Secluded down a country lane that runs past fields and woodlands
is the neatly kept Vinson homeplace. It is located off Hartford Road
high above the Pigeon River in the Pleasant Grove vicinity. The home
appears to be a late 19th century Victorian one. The larger portion
is Victorian, but, upon closer evaluation, it becomes apparent that
some sections of the home are older. The home was built at three
different times. The first structure to be constructed on the site
was a two-story log home which was assembled in the 1790's when
William Vinson first came to the area. Fifty years later another
generation added a delivery area and kitchen to the log structure.
The last addition occurred in the 1890's when Clay Vinson built a
large two-story addition which included a parlor, living room and
bedrooms. A polygonal porch surrounds the last addition and ginger-
bread trim decorates the eaves of the porch and roof. The log struc-
ture was clapboarded at the same time and trimmed in complementary
fashion.

The farm which lies east of the Pigeon River is much depleted in
size from the original tract that William Vinson had received. Much
of the land was sold or donated in the scattered development of the
area. The Vinsons still farm their land and the old log barn has bee
modernized. A smokehouse lies at the oldest portion of the home.

The yard has been neatly landscaped with shrubs, ivy, and rock garden
Between the home and barn is an iris garden which is set in a geo-
metric pattern. The inside of the home accurately reflects the
periods of construction and has not been vastly altered. Antiques
have been kept in the family through the six generations. The log
portion is no longer inhabited and is used as storage space. The
Victorian section is the present living quarters; wmodern kitchen and

bath utilities have been added.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The Vinson homeplaee has been kept in Vinson hands since the 1790'g
The two first settlers to the area were William Vinson and a Mr. Hall
Vinson settled close to the Pigeon River; Hall built his homeplace on
a nearby ridge. They received land grants from the 8tate of North
Carolina (as Tennessee was yet to achieve statehood) at twenty-five
cents per acre (Jack Vinson still has original grant papers of his
forefather). The original Vinson homeplace, a two-story structure
of hand hewn log, is now a portion of the impressive Victorian home.

As others settled in the area the Vinson property was sold in
various tracts. In 1848 the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church was estab-
lished by Joseph Manning near the Vinson home; the site was a gift
of the Vinson family. William Vinson lived until the Civil War
period. He had accumulated moderate wealth before his death as a
successful farmer. Six generations of Vlnsons have llVEd in the
home for its many years of existence. :

The VinSOn House remains one of- the most’'significant buildings in
Cocke County because of its association with ene of the earliest
settlers of the area whose descendants still own the house. It also
possesses architectural significance because it represents the
progression of architectural styles from the log cabin to the Vic-
torian. These alterations typically reflect the prosperity of the
owners.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Tennessee Historical Commissior

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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