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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Confederate assault columns of Brigadier Generals Dabney H.
Maury and Louis Hébert formed on the west side of the Illinois Central
Gulf Railroad (formerly the Memphis & Charleston). The position is
bordered on the north by Shiloh Road, on the west by Nelson Street,
and on the south by Fourth Street. The field, which has been in
cultivation since the Civil War, has a gentle, sloping terrain that
terminates in a crest on the west side. This crest provides a good

view of the north side of Corinth and was undoubtedly used to that
advantage during the battle.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

After the Battle of Iuka, September 19, 1862, Major General (Provisional
Army) Sterling Price moved to Ripley, Mississippi, where he was joined by
General FEarl Van Dorn, C. S. A. Van Dorn had devised a plan to attack the
Federal garrison at Corinth under the command of Major General William S.
Rosecrans, who had about 23,000 men at Corinth and at least 25,000 Federal
troops stationed at Bolivar, Memphis, and Jackson, Tennessee. Van Dorn, with
his 22,000 troops, hoped to make a successful attack on Rosecrans, capture the
vast Federal supplies, and take possession of the railroads, before Rosecrans
could be reinforced from these other garrisons. This battle for possession of
Corinth was probably the best example in the Civil War of the value of a good
interior line system.

When the Federal scouts discovered Van Dorn's movement north from Ripley
on September 29, they had no way of knowing which of the four garrisons was
the objective. Van Dorn turned east from Pocahontas and, on the morning
of October 3, began sharp skirmishing with the Federal outposts along the
Chewalla Road northeast of Corinth. By the end of the day Van Dorn and Price
had successfully forced the Federals into their last line of defense within
Corinth, but darkness, thirst, and exhaustion forced a halt to the fighting
for the day. Van Dorn would later have charges brought against him by
Brigadier General John S. Bowen because he did not press the advantage of
the last few minutes of daylight and of the night, if necessary.

Major General Ulysses S. Grant had ordered reinforcements to Corinth
as soon as he learned of the attack. Major General James B. McPherson arrived
in Corinth from Jackson, Tennessee, about two hours before the fighting
ended on the third. Major General Edward O. C. Ord was also at this time
approaching with some 6,500 fresh troops from Bolivar, Tennessee. They would
not, however, arrive in time to participate in the action at Corinth, but
would encounter the Confederates on October 5 at Hatchie Bridge.

During the early morning hours of October 4, after Van Dorn and Price
planned their objective for the day, the Confederates occupied positions
within musket range of the Federal line. Van Dorn was to attack the redoubts
on the west while Price's men were to launch a frontal attack against the line
extending from Battery Robinett on the west to Battery Powell on the nerth,
The division of Brigadier Generals Dabney H. Maury and Louis Hébert formed
along the west side of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad in a large field bordered
by screening woods. Shortly before daylight the artillery were at work.
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which held, aided by the guns of Battery Williams. Price's men, unable to
hold their ground without the fall of Robinett, were compelled to withdraw
to their former position west of the railroad. Shortly thereafter, they
joined the retreat to Hatchie Bridge.



