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48-20 Eeast Chamber cornerpost 
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Town v.'est N'ewburv 00^ 

Address 444 Main street 

Historic Kame Samuel March House 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

c. 1695-1700 Date 

Sourxe visual analysis; owners 

Style F i r s t Per iod 

Architect i i /A. 

Exterior Wall Fabric ,,.:nvi siding 

O u t b u i l d i n g s 19th c. smal l b a m 

20th c. barn (co t tage) 

Major Alterations (with dates) rear 

vestibule 20th c.; chimney block removed 

Condition good 

Koved "0 Date n/a 

Acreage i>5 acres 

S e t t i n g v i l l a g e l o t ; faces south on Mr-.in 

S t ree t w i t h l a r g e copper beech t r e e i n 

f r o n t 

Z E N 

M REFERENCE 19 / 337-670 / 4740-640-

13 QUADRANGLE Nev7burvport West 

1:25,000 

Recorded by -Jam-es Kyprianos 

O r c a n i z a t i c n ^ o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Feb. 8, 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Samuel March House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, mate­
r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t - P e r i o d chamfered frame and exte- r i o r 
hewn overhangs under c r i t e r i o n C. I t s d o u b l e - c e l l plan, which S^rJiveJ 
despite the l a t e r removal of the c e n t r a l chimney, e L m p i i f J e f the manner 
i n which F i r s t - P e r i o d , s i n g l e - c e l l houses were enlarged soon a f t e r ?heir 
o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n t o meet the growing needs and perhaps a f f l u e n c e of 
t h e i r owners. The subsequent replacement of the c e n t r a l Shimney w??h ?win 
i n t e r i o r f l u e s t y p i f i e s the a l t e r a t i o n s undergone by many F i r s t - P e r i o d 
houses under the i n f l u e n c e of the Georgian, {Second Period,) a e s t h e t i c 

I T r e s T r v T v l l T T °" '5" ""'̂  ^^"^^^ r e p r ; i e n t r e ! a ^ i ; e l y 
^^^y^^^^s of a popular F i r s t - P e r i o d c o n s t r u c t i o n technique. The 

i n c i s e d l i n e s f o r j o i s t mortises on the summer beams c o n t r i b u t e i n s i o h t s 
i n t o how F i r s t - Period carpenters constructed houses. m s i g h t s 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Samuel March House is a five-bay, two-and-a-half story structure, one 
FiJst ?;Slod P^^^-^^^y covered with vinyl siding. It b4gan as a 
First-Period one-cell structure (the right three bays) and received a 
PetAT"" '^'^ °' ^^^•"^^V also during the First 
1 1 / A - A ^ ^ " 5 ^ ^ chimney block was l a t e r removed and replaced w i t h two 
small a n t e r i o r chimney f l u e s which p i e r c e the roof on the rear I l o p e i u i ? 
below the r i d g e . There are two-inch hewn overhangs on the f?on? second 
s t o r y and on the side second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . ?he main facaS^ h i s 
applied Georgian pedimented doorway and symmetrically placed Second-pSJiod 

" " ^ ^ i ^ f ! "^^^ nineteenth-century, two-over-two s L h . ? h e r r i r a sman 
added v e s t i b u l e i n the center of the rear facade. 

MAJOR FIRST-PERIOD FEATURES 

Ind ^ S l M n / J h ^ ^ ' l K ^ ' " ' ' i ^ ^ F i r s t - P e r i o d frame decoration i n both sections, 
i ™ ^ ! ^ " ^ t h a t the west-end of the house was added w i t h i n the same 
??'6" x ' l 9 . ^ ; ?Mo°^'hiS^' b u i l d i n g The o r i g i n a l f i r s t - f l o o r east room, 
V n i l i - A A ' A ^ ^ exposed oak posts, g i r t s , summer beam, and 
?JmI^!^ l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam has 1.75" wide bevel chamfers w i t h 
lamb's tongue stops. Incised lines for joist mortises are c1ear!y visible 
on the summer beam. The Joists are 21" on-center, spacing wh!S indlcatel 
ohilA ^^^^"^^^"th-century / early eighteenth-cen^ur? datJ. T^e eas^ 
chamber has exposed summer and end tie beams with bevel chamferl Ind 

n T t A e a l T T l l r l T ' A A t ^'^^ ' ^ ' " ' ^ ^ p l a s t e r e d ? ^ ' ? h r ? e j f 
bSt t h l L J n J ?K ^ ^^""^^ Chamfer and lamb's tongue stops, 
r e p l l c i d poJj T h e T r a A t ° " T A ' ' ° A \ ' ^ unornamented, p o s s i b l y ^ i n d i c a ? i n g a 
u o s t l l J ^ • ' "^^^'^ Chimney posts and f r o n t p l a t e of the 
u p s t a i r s land- mg, presumably p a r t of the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n are a l l 
decorated w i t h bevel chamfers and lamb's tongue stops 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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The west end of the house has nearly i d e n t i c a l d e t a i l s . The j o i s t s 
and the longitudinal oak summer beam are exposed i n the f i r s t - f l o o r 
room measuring 15'6" x 19'; the beam has bevel chamfers with lamb's 
tongue stops and incised l i n e s for j o i s t s mortises s i m i l a r to those 
i n the east room. The j o i s t s are 20" on-center. Later boxes cover 
the g i r t s and the posts; the boxes on the posts stop short of the 
c e i l i n g , i n d i c a t i n g that they were i n s t a l l e d a f t e r the c e i l i n g was 
plastered. (The plaster has since been removed.) 
o r i g i n a l fireplace opening i s approximately 7'10"; 
between the rear chimney post to the small central 
the chimney g i r t s t i l l remaining i n the room). In 
the exposed summer t i e beam has bevel chamfers and 
stops. Other framing members have beaded boxes, but the bottom edges 
of the front plate and end t i e beam have been l e f t exposed below the 
beaded edge of the boxes, revealing the bevel chamfers and lamb's 
tongue stops. 

The width of the 
(the distance 
post supporting 
the west chamber, 
lamb's tongue 

The a t t i c shows the o r i g i n a l 5" x 6" pr i n c i p a l r a f t e r s s t i l l i n 
place, with a p i t c h of 45 degrees. The roof o r i g i n a l l y had two 
common purli n s and a ridge p u r l i n which ran the f u l l width of the 
o r i g i n a l three bays. Some of these purlins remain i n place, but new 
2" X 4" purlin s have been added. The three east bays have 
width of 9', while the two west 
the house grew i n two phases. 

an average 
bays are 8' across, i n d i c a t i n g that 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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