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DESCRIPTION

COND TION GEXKOE aEXK OE
-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED 2LORIGINAL SITE
-GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED —MOVED DA
-FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Captain Edward Durant House faces west on Waverley Avenue, an 18th century
town road which formed t hewesternnost boundary of theproperty purchased by
Edward Durant i n1732. The house, probably built shortly thereafter but
certainly before Durant's death i n1740, i satall, two-story clapboard
building on a fieldstone foundation. |t has a ganbrel roof, two chi meys,

and a symmetrical five-bay facade. The rear elevation, however, shows
irregular fenestration. The main entrance i sframed by fluted Doric

pilasters supporting a sinple entablature. |Immediately above t he door

is afive-light transom

Projecting from t herear (east) at thenorth end of thehouse i sa narrow
ell which i sof uncertain date. Three mnor additions, a back porch, a wood
shed, and a second-floor sleeping porch were appended around 1930.

The original arrangement of rooms i sthat of thefour-roomplan, with
central passage, two parlors, kitchen and keeping room Above t heparlors
are two chambers at thefront (west) of thehouse. Early painted sheathing
and a small fireplace at thesouthern end of thegarret, nowt heupper attic,
seemt oshow that it, too, was utilized.

In about 1830 t helean-to roof was raised topermt theaddition of several
second-floor roons at t herear of thehouse. A small stair hall was added

i mediately behind thefront stairs. Another alteration at this time was
the insertion of an entrance door with side lights on thesouth side of the
house. Much of theoriginal roof survives in what i stoday thelower attic,
a space created by theraising of therear roof line.

The "North Roomi (first floor front) retains nost of theoriginal woodwork

of the1730's: interior shutters, wi ndow seats, and paneled overmantel. The
entry way i s unusually spacious, with wainscoting of thesame early period.
It is believed that sone of t hestencilled designs onthew de board floors
date t ot he 18th century. The "North" and "South" chanbers also retain
original woodwork and ar e distinguished by large closets and high ceilings.

There ar e several outbuildings on theproperty, constructed around 1930.
These include garage, sunmerhouse, and a children's playhouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Edward Durant House i ssignificant asthehone of the
weal tJiy andprom nent Edward Durant and as oneof t heol dest extant
structures i n Newton, Massachusetts.

Edward Durant was born i n Boston i n 1695, t hethird son of Edward and
Anne Hall Durant. Hisfatlier kept the"lInn at theSign of the Lanb,"
a fanous Boston public house. The younger Durant was a "smth" and
also served i navariety of public offices i nBoston. He i stermed
"Captain" i na nunber of public records, and his raised pewat O d
South Church bespoke hi s position of prominence i nthecity.

In 1732 Durant purchased 91acres i n Newton and built "a Dwelling

House two barns and other out Housing . . . ." He served as Select-
man i n 1739 and died i nthefall of 1740leaving anestate valued at
nore thanill,000 including other properties i nBoston and western

Massachusetts.

At his death. Captain Durant's eldest child Edward assumed t he Newton
property. Edward, a 1735 graduate of Harvard Col | ege, continuedt he
famly spirit of public service by housing thetown grainmar school in
the 1760's. He served numerous positions i npre-Revolutionary patriotic
activities i nNewon, including "Chairman of theCommittee of fivet o
express public opinion onthestate of affairs of theColony, and to
instruct Representativesi ntheGeneral Court." | nJanuary 1774, Durant
was elected Chairman of theColony's Conmittee of Correspondence, and he
was also a delegatet otheProvincial Congress. Hissons. Dr. Edward
Durant, a regi mental surgeon, Thonas and Allen,both Mnutenen at the
battle at Lexington, andNathaniel, lived i nt heNewon house and con-
tributed fromit totheAmerican cause.

After thedeath of Edward Durant i n 1782, t heNewton property was soldt o
the Kenricks, oneof theoriginal Newton famlies. TheKenricks established
a noted nursery i n1790, andi t i sbelieved that sone of t hevenerable trees
on t hepresent grounds i n t he surroundi ng nei ghborhood were part of their
plantings. The Captain Edward Durant House remained i ntheKenrick famly
until 1903. Shortly thereafter, it was acquired by Frederick C Durant,

and thus returned to its original famly ownership. |1 n 1923, Arthur S

Dewi ng, Harvard professor, antiquarian, and Durant descendant, purchased

the house andlater established t he Edward Durant Honmestead Trust, which
today owns and mai ntainsthehouse and property.

(Continued)
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Significance (continued)

In addition toitshistorical significance, theCaptain Edward Durant
House i sdistinguished by several remarkable architectural features.
First and foremost of these i sitsvery survival, as relatively few
houses i nNewton predate t heRevolution. |t i san early exanple of
the four-roomplan with central passage, and t hescale and proportion
of theroons areextraordinarilygrand for a country house of this
date.

Three specific features arealso worthy of note. Four roons have
stencil-decorated floors, c.1790, anong t heearliest extant i nNew
Engl and. The window seats and interior shutters i nthe "North Rooni
are another rarity. Finally, thesurvival of a portion of the
original roof, including weatherboards, shingles, andflashing,
represents a major document i nthehistory of 18thcentury con-
struction.
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CulBonowing

.» BECAUSE OF THE HUGE amount of borrowing facing
Springfield for school construction costs. Mayor Sullivan
Friday prof»Dsad a 'ssde™d doNwvii program of 2.3 million for
schoal repairs, new equipment, and street and Sdewak work.

- The mayor argues that, with the city facing the nesd to
build a new high school and make extensive renovations at
another, projects that are expected to cost up to $40 million,
therels adanger trie city could exoead itsborrowing limit.

Historical Plan Funds

EFRINGHELD'S HISTORICAL CO»TMISSON' hes be-

come eligible to receive a grant allocation of up to £3>0to
, create "design guiddines” for lc-cd historic districts, Sate
Sacretar}' Paul Guzzi announced Friday.

The inoney"wTTri.e dlocated by the date Kido.-ica Com-
misson through funds appropriated by Nalonal Park Service.
The fur.ds nray <0 be usid to prea—> e historical preptrlies

ktljecity.

TrlE MAYOR KAS/~rPROYED s aoe change that will
dlow c-cndruction of an .-.uP ."upcr.nar'.€ on the greuiids of
American Leg'cn Fcst 40, Lih.rfy Slrtet, inthe city's Hungry
Hill 5ed;jn. The pjst has retained enough of its prgp’;rty to
congtruct ai:t!;ur building to the rear of its presenl cuarte-s,
f,-£-; -dLy th:- Adi of theproprrty tothefaod chain.
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VIZ rL.iG ujv T FL;-~v over the While Hruss at preri-
d-ril Gealid Ford's irsvgur.ption, v-il hz raised during Mag
Day ..ere-.r-ies .torday a JTay M. Lynch Elementary -
Scheol.

The Hrgv.as pre.u."ed to Mrs, L>nfh, a longfimemem-
b-r of S-;:vMled's £:h:,0l Conrnilteel by U.S. Rep. Edv ard
P. Bo*a-.d, "b-Sprii-gfied. Mrs. Lynch prescrl-d if to the

th;t is niin~dhi'-erhnor. 5
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