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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED 2L0RIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED —MOVED DA 

-FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Captain Edward Durant House faces west on Waverley Avenue, an 18th century 
town road which formed the westernmost boundary of the property purchased by 
Edward Durant i n 1732. The house, probably b u i l t shortly thereafter but 
certainly before Durant's death i n 1740, i s a t a l l , two-story clapboard 
building on a fieldstone foundation. I t has a gambrel roof, two chimneys, 
and a symmetrical five-bay facade. The rear elevation, however, shows 
irregular fenestration. The main entrance i s framed by f l u t e d Doric 
pilasters supporting a simple entablature. Immediately above the door 
i s a f i v e - l i g h t transom. 

Projecting from the rear (east) at the north end of the house i s a narrow 
e l l which i s of uncertain date. Three minor additions, a back porch, a wood 
shed, and a second-floor sleeping porch were appended around 1930. 

The o r i g i n a l arrangement of rooms i s that of the four-room plan, with 
central passage, two parlors, kitchen and keeping room. Above the parlors 
are two chambers at the f r o n t (west) of the house. Early painted sheathing 
and a small fireplace at the southern end of the garret, now the upper a t t i c , 
seem to show that i t , too, was u t i l i z e d . 

I n about 1830 the lean-to roof was raised to permit the addition of several 
second-floor rooms at the rear of the house. A small s t a i r h a l l was added 
immediately behind the fro n t s t a i r s . Another a l t e r a t i o n at t h i s time was 
the insertion of an entrance door with side l i g h t s on the south side of the 
house. Much of the o r i g i n a l roof survives i n what i s today the lower a t t i c , 
a space created by the rai s i n g of the rear roof l i n e . 

The "North Room" ( f i r s t f l o o r front) retains most of the o r i g i n a l woodwork 
of the 1730's: i n t e r i o r shutters, window seats, and paneled overmantel. The 
entry way i s unusually spacious, with wainscoting of the same early period. 
I t i s believed that some of the st e n c i l l e d designs on the wide board fl o o r s 
date to the 18th century. The "North" and "South" chambers also r e t a i n 
o r i g i n a l woodwork and are distinguished by large closets and high c e i l i n g s . 

There are several outbuildings on the property, constructed around 1930. 
These include garage, summerhouse, and a children's playhouse. 



Ll SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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J NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c . 1 7 3 2 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Captain Edward Durant House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of the 
wealtJiy and prominent Edward Durant and as one of the oldest extant 
structures i n Newton, Massachusetts. 

Edward Durant was born i n Boston i n 1695, the t h i r d son of Edward and 
Anne Hall Durant. His fatJier kept the "Inn at the Sign of the Lamb," 
a famous Boston public house. The younger Durant was a "smith" and 
also served i n a variety of public of f i c e s i n Boston. He i s termed 
"Captain" i n a number of public records, and his raised pew at Old 
South Church bespoke his position of prominence i n the c i t y . 

I n 1732 Durant purchased 91 acres i n Newton and b u i l t "a Dwelling 
House two barns and other out Housing . . . ." He served as Select­
man i n 1739 and died i n the f a l l of 1740 leaving an estate valued at 
more than i l l , 0 0 0 including other properties i n Boston and western 
Massachusetts. 

At his death. Captain Durant's eldest c h i l d Edward assumed the Newton 
property. Edward, a 1735 graduate of Harvard College, continued the 
family s p i r i t of public service by housing the town grainmar school i n 
the 1760's. He served numerous positions i n pre-Revolutionary p a t r i o t i c 
a c t i v i t i e s i n Newton, including "Chairman of the Committee of f i v e to 
express public opinion on the state of a f f a i r s of the Colony, and to 
in s t r u c t Representatives i n the General Court." I n January 1774, Durant 
was elected Chairman of the Colony's Committee of Correspondence, and he 
was also a delegate to the Provincial Congress. His sons. Dr. Edward 
Durant, a regimental surgeon, Thomas and Allen,both Minutemen at the 
b a t t l e at Lexington, and Nathaniel, li v e d i n the Newton house and con­
tr i b u t e d from i t to the American cause. 

After the death of Edward Durant i n 1782, the Newton property was sold to 
the Kenricks, one of the o r i g i n a l Newton families. The Kenricks established 
a noted nursery i n 1790, and i t i s believed that some of the venerable trees 
on the present grounds i n the surrounding neighborhood were part of t h e i r 
plantings. The Captain Edward Durant House remained i n the Kenrick family 
u n t i l 1903. Shortly thereafter, i t was acquired by Frederick C. Durant, 
and thus returned to i t s o r i g i n a l family ownership. I n 1923, Arthur S. 
Dewing, Harvard professor, antiquarian, and Durant descendant, purchased 
the house and lat e r established the Edward Durant Homestead Trust, which 
today owns and maintains the house and property. 

(Continued) 
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Significance (continued) 

I n addition to i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance, the Captain Edward Durant 
House i s distinguished by several remarkable arc h i t e c t u r a l features. 
F i r s t and foremost of these i s i t s very s u r v i v a l , as r e l a t i v e l y few 
houses i n Newton predate the Revolution. I t i s an early example of 
the four-room plan with central passage, and the scale and proportion 
of the rooms are extraor d i n a r i l y grand for a country house of t h i s 
date. 

Three specific features are also worthy of note. Four rooms have 
stencil-decorated f l o o r s , c.1790, among the e a r l i e s t extant i n New 
England. The window seats and i n t e r i o r shutters i n the "North Room" 
are another r a r i t y . F i n a l l y , the survival of a portion of the 
or i g i n a l roof, including weatherboards, shingles, and flashing, 
represents a major document i n the history of 18th century con­
struction . 
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ô e CI the o'.'cit h -:;S " ^ 

?• r .:-1 '̂ iS I J! n i : . ? I 't in 
;5, ihe third son cf Edvcrd 

•dviL'ine house, two 
s;r:s, &:;d c'h.r out housing." 
? -ir:<-sL J.: v;]cct:.:L;i in iTcS 
d̂ ckd in th: fal! oi '740 

ivirg in w-sttte v^h:-d at 

P--:; 
Md vr- 5t ; ; n 

Hc'US-e rcnr.Lried in the Ktrjirk :, 
f^imily until 19C3. Shrrtiy 1 
thireafter, it was acodrec by ; 
"r:-dirick C. Durant, End ihiiS; 
leturned to its orisj-F! f i : - i ]y j 

a.so a delegate to t.ie cwnershiD. In 1̂ 23, Arthur S.; 
Frovi-icial Corgres5. his sons, n;v,-:r;g ' Ha--£rd i.ro'c;i:'r,! 

In Janusry D . r -.s 
elected chcir;i:in of the 
Colony's Ccir.niiltee c-f 
Corroipondence, sud he v as 

Cr. '-Lcv.ard Durant, a 
rv-::-:r-'al ;;ur£c;?n, Thjn^as £r.;)qua. jan 

u't;..in St 
•f ."to-, r : i 

l:;'e^ in"-^-"'-''-^' 
:-;rihut-d i : : : . - ; it 

-.1 'lis :rnth, Cu>:s;r 
ru-fs :'-:?! chl'a' Kdv ird 

th; ?>c'v:on property, 
:.r.d'.'irj-,e Hail Diirarte. His iii"-v.=rd, a 173.5 £n:dus!e of to the An-.erirrjn cause. 

: '-. va: j College, contLnu ĵ the 
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i - — . ^ . ^̂ ŷ  House and Du-

:j5r DuriS'Hd 
•. fContinued ffoa'PAge 3Uons In "pre-itevolutionarjr" T>at--' 

<-afr.aui in a number of nublir ^^Presentatjves 5n thp r^r.^-i5 
' raised pew I n J a n i L ^ - i 7 7 4 ^ S r I ^ 

fence Correfj^Sl-

_ and died in Ihe fat tf l f 1 7 « l i a v ^ ^ ^ t J ^ ^ e l / l I v e d ^ f ^ h ^ ^ ^ ^ 

,̂7v - " ' ^ pounds/ Tncludine -?^ Amer1can~canse'V'^Sfc^ 
^1^5^- P^Pert5es in Bosto# a ^ T - . . - ^ ; t h e deatt^f E ^ S i i ^ 
western irassachiisetts:Jr--4°2- ''̂ ^̂ ^̂  

P'<^̂ t̂ child. Edward, assumed Sfes 4 5 v ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ n ^aWv^ 
the Newton property: EdwaM^S ' ^ i ^ n i ^ ^ - ^^"^ricks established ! 

.,1735 Kraduate of H a r v ^ d ^ l f ^ p V ^ f l ^ H , " ! ^ ^ 1"^. and Uis ? 
continued the f a m ^ / s S ' S b l / ^ * ! ^ ^^^^ 

tliu^bh^serrlce hy housW the S d s " in Present I 
— KTounas In the surrounding nei-1 

ghborhiiod w-ere pirt'" of tteir ' - — 

yp7£.iifin^s. The Captain Edward 
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CulBonowing • 
•' . • BECAUSE OF THE HUGE amount of borrowing facing 

Springfield for school construction costs. Mayor Sullivan 
Friday prof»Dsed a 'scalê d doNvn' program of f2.3 million for 
school repairs, new equipment, and street and sidewalk work. 

- The mayor argues that, with the city facing the need to 
build a new high school and make extensive renovations at 
another, projects that are expected to cost up to $40 million, 
there ls a danger trie city couId_exceed its borrowing limit. 

Historical Plan Funds 
EFRINGFIELD'S HISTORICAL COr»T.MISSION' has be­

come eligible to receive a grant allocation of up to £3,;>'.0 to 
, create "design guidelines'" for Ic-cal historic districts, Slate 
Sacretar}' Paul Guzzi announced Friday. 

The inoney^wTTri.e allocated by the slate Kislo.-ical Com­
mission through funds appropriated by Na'lonal Park Service. 
The fur.ds nr.ay also be usid to pre?er-> e historical prcptrlies 

ktljecity. 

TrlE MAYOR KAS ^rPROYED s aone change that will 
allow c-cnstruction of an .-.uP ."upcr.nar'.e' on the grcuiids of 
American Leg'cn Fcst 430, Lih.rfy Slrtet, in the city's Hungry 
Hill 5ecl; jn. The pjst has retained enough of its prcp^;rty to 
construct a:i:t!;ur building to the rear of its presenl cuarte.-s, 
f;.-;£.-.; -_d Ly th-:- .̂ a!i of the proprrty to the faod chain. 
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VJ'Z rL.iG u j v T FL;-:^V over the While Hruss at preri-
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Day ..ere-.r-ies :.tor,day at J-Tary M. Lynch Elementary • 
Schcol. 

The .Hrg v.as pre:.u.''ed to Mrs, L>nfh, a longfime mem- • 
b-r of Sr-;:v f̂!e;d"s £:h:,ol Conrnilteel by U.S. Rep. Edv ard • 
P. Bo^a-.d, "b-Sprii-gfie'd. Mrs. Lynch prescrl-d if to the 

th;t is niin^dhi'-erh^nor. 5 



Capt. Edward Durant House 

Durant NOUSQ sn Naiiond ^iistorh Registaf^ 
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Correspondence, and he ras r-t-urne'd to its original iarr:hyt^, 
also a delegate to the ĉ •T.er£hup. In :92?., .̂ Jthur S. 
Provincial Congress. Pus SD.ns, Dewir;g, Kar\-ard professor, j ^ ^ , ' 
Dr. Edward Durant, a anliouarian and Duranl^_,| 
regunental surgeon, Thomas cesc'endant, purchased the?;* 
a^.d .Allen, both Minutemen at and later established the ,i 

to the American cause, 
i.'ler t:;e ciath cf Edvard 

D.u?nt in i:32, the ::evton 
p-..-ertv was scid to the 
kcr̂ 'ricV.s, :r-e of the original 
'Civ.lcr. 1 "iS- The Eenric'ts 

property. \ 
T>,e he use is a tHjl, t .T >5tory \ 

clapbcard building cn a" 
fie'istone foundation. It has a 
ga.-r:brel roof, two cliLmr.eys, 
:-.nd a syiTur.etrical five-bsy ' 
r, " . t f;r;tranc:e is 
framed by F.uitd .Doric 

e c'-rr is a fl" 
t.-_-.s.'m. 

Th.re are icvcra 

- — r ' -
d i ' l t l y 

u-.it 
were construrli-d about 1; 0. 
These include a S'^f'Sf-
Eurrunerhouse, and a chii'en s 
plajhouse. 7 
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>gister: 
t / b u r a n t , Capt. Edward, House 

^ L O C A T I O N street 
^ / ^ a ^ ^ a v e r l y Ave. Newton 

1 ^ - • 
Tenrick House; i Juran t -Kenr ick House 
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l i d d l e s e x 
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" ty code'-

Nor th A t l a n t i c 

7 ^ 

• f a i r 

ESS 5»> c e s s O U n k n o w n SAVED? DYt R T Y A H I S T O R I C 

— J 

•only* • 

1^ functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: mi|or ilteriljons -. 

historic (vents: 

architer l^architect- . 

a rch i tec t / garden dfesigut r: |^j^iiii,eTioj i leuomtor: 

^master builder: 

k a r t i s an : 

neer 

1^ builder/contractor: 

)NAMES {i^ive role & date 
PERSONAL: . £<luoJwd t>w.vavOt.- toe^Ltlcy j,uciot<i lo-oauX 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

r * 
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