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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cook-Rutledge House is a two-story, red-brick structure with rock-
faced stone foundations and stone quoins, It has a low hipped roof
with a front-and-center gable and a cupola. The plam is approximately
square. The front facade has a one-story veranda with an extending
porte-cochere. The posts, cornices, and brackets of both the porch
and the porte-cochere are elaborately carved. The roof of the car-
riage poreh is hipped with oversized dormers on each side, The hip-
ped roof of the veranda is surmounted by a cast-iron femce of an
intricate design. The windows all have segmentally-arched masonry
openings, some with stilted hood-molds. The cornice of the house
is denticulated and the brackets are elaborate. In all, the pattern
of the white frame parts against the darker brick is striking. The
cupola is as elaborate as the house itself, It has pilasters at each
corner, a pair of arched lights at the center of each side, a denticu-
lated cornice, a bell-cast roof, a small dormer with an oculus on
each hip, and a cast-iron fence at the top. The cupela seems a bit
large for the house, but certainly adds interest. The house is sited
on a broad lawn, which is surrounded by a cast-iron fence which

carries through motifs established in the house design.
The Cook family had owned the house for the past half-century, and
they kept it in excellent condition, both structurally and super-
ficially. The Chippewa County Historical Society recently acquired
the house, and plans to keep it in good condition,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cook-Rutledge House is an important architectural and h1s€6rical >
monument. It is an excellent example of the High Victorian Italianate
style, which indicates not only the far-reaching influence of the
style and the quality it achieved, but also the wealth and life in-
volved in the business class of the lumbering industry in northwestern
Wisconsin during the nineteenth century.

The original owner, or that which held the deed upon its first sale

in 1873, was the Carson and Rand Lumbering Company. Locally it is
thought that Mr, E, D, Rand lived in the house up to that time, Littl
is known of either Carson or Rand except that they had an interest in
the Pound, Halbert, and Co, logging company, and that they withdrew
from this group in 1867, presumably to form their own company. In
1869 this company became the Union Lumbering Company, and in 1878-79
it was sold to the Chippewa Lumber and Boom Company, which merged
into the Weyerhauser Corporation a few years later., During this perio
the Chippewa Falls milling complex was the largest in the nation. 1In
1873 the Cook-Rutledge House proerty was incorporated inte the City
of Chippewa Falls as part of Carson's Addition, and also in that year
the Carson and Rand Lumbering Company sold the property to James
Monroe Bingham, a prominent public official. Bingham was a New York
native who moved to the Midwest in 1853, and to Chippewa Falls in

1871 where he established a well-known law practice with W, L. Pierce.
Bingham was a Republican representative to the Wisconsin General
Assembly in the 1860's and 1870's. From 1878 to 1882 he served as

the state's lieutenant governor. After his death, the house was

sold to Edward Rutledge in 1887,

Rutledge was born in Ireland about 1840 and came to Chippewa Falls
in the early 1860's as a lumberman, where he quickly accumulated a
fortune. In 1887, Rutledge assisted in the formation of the Chip-
pewa Lumber and Boom Company, and became its vice-president. He was
an excellent example of a self-made man, a type common to the lumber
industry and nineteenth-century American industry. In 1914 the
house was transferred from the Rutledge estate to Frederick Weyer~
hauser, and them, in 1915, several transfers were made resulting

in its ownership by Dayton E. Cook.

Cook was a prominent lawyer and a county judge for many years., His
local prominence, and the length of time the house was owned by the
Cook family, are important historical associations. In 1972, Cook's
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daughter sold the house to the Chippewa County Historical Society.
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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 2_ Page 1 Cook - Rutledge House
Chippewa County, Wisconsin

Amendment of Section 2: Location is required because the house number on the original nomination
completed in 1973 was incorrect. The correct street address is indicated below.

2. Location

street & number 505 West Grand Avenue
city or town Chippewa Falls
state Wisconsin __ code WI_ county __Chippewa code 017  zip code 54729

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
as amended, I hearby certify that this ___ nomination request for determination
of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional

requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets
does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Z‘; __/MAA \/'4 677“’4"’"—'_‘\ QMM 24,2000
‘Signature of certifying official (O Date
Drputy SHPO - Wisconsin ”

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or other Federal agency and bureau




