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1. Name

historic Chestnut Hill Historic District

and or common

2. Location

street & number See continuation sheet
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eived

ite entered

not for publication

city, town Asheville vicinity of congressional district 11th
state North Carolina code 37 county Buncombe code 021
3. Classification
Category Ownership status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
bullding(s) it  private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X_private residence
Site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
ang considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
A X no military other:
4. Owner of Property
name iiayor Roy Trantham
street & number  Post Office Box 7148
city, town Asheville vicinity of state  North Carolina 28817
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Buncombe County Courthouse .P.egistry of Deeds
Street & number City-County Plaza
city, town T.sheville state  North Carolina
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
) Buncombe County Historic Properties ) ) ) ”
titte Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes _fLno
date 1978 federal X state X county local

depository for survey records N. C. Division of Archives and History

city, town Asheville

state North Carolina



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
X good ruins X altered moved datp
X-fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Chestnut Hill is the apex of a knoll running west froir Patton Mountain just 500 vyards
north of the center of Asheville, North Carolina. The neighborhood surrounding the
hill was once an extension of the nineteenth-century residential streets that began a
block off the city's Public Square. In the 1960s, however, a "downtown expressway"
claimed the shallow vale between the elevated town square and the neighborhood to
the north. Today the expressway fornms a definitive southern boundary to the Chestnut
Hill Historic District.

The district is bounded on the north by its1914 frontier. |tswest edge is taken
from a major artery leading north from downtown, heavily commercialized Merrinon
Avenue. Patton Muuntain forms the eastern boundary.

The Chestnut Hill HistoricDistrict, then, is a relatively conpact |ate-nineteenth

and early-twentieth-century residential neighborhood whose architectural styles and

| andscaping forma well-defined and identifiable place, especially ?s it contrasts
with the downtown business district just across the expressway to the south. Residents
of the district enjoy, besides their proximty to the downtown, the amenities of tree
lined streets, substantial survivals of brick-paved sidewal ks and granite curbing,

and of course the architectural stock itself.

Practically all of the nore than 200 buildings in the district were originally dwellings.
There are sone apartments, sone |arger houses have been subdivided to accommodate
apartments, and sone have been converted to offices and businesses, but the majority
remain domestic. Architecturallythey range fromthe local in-tov/n vernacular of the
period to sophisticated versions of the nationally popular Queen Anne, Colonial Revival,
and shingle styles.

At least two locally-important architects' works are represented in the neighborhood:

J. A Tennent, designer of Asheville's major |ate-nineteenth-century municipal buildings,,
built himself a home there; R S Smith, supervising architect at the Biltmore House

and for several years Vanderbilt's staff architect, designed a nurmber of houses in the
district.

E Chestnut Street, which bisects the district and, as a heavily traveled cross street,
is the basis for nost outsiders' experience of the area, is lined with an even distribution
of Colonial Revival, Queen Anne-influenced, and bracketed Victorian honmes. Mre than
these, however, a collectionof R S Smth-designed houses holds forth with z local
vocabul ary of materials and forms that represent an original amalgamof the nationally
popul ar styles. Smith houses are almst always picturesque conpositions displaying at

| east two exterior materials, usually shingles and pebbledash (a heavily textured
stucco). Besides itsarchitectural stock. East Chestnut Street displays brick sidewalks
beneath a canopy of nmature greenery. Wen one's imagination adds to the richly textured
streetscape of today the wood shingle roofs of Chestnut Hill's early years, the scene
sinmply arrests with detail.

The district dates from Asheville's post-railroad (post-1880) boomperiod and itsf: ner
hones reflect the relative sophisticationof the city's more substantial citizens of
that time. Besides a continuous growth in permanent residents, boontime Asheville
experienced annual infusions of thousands of summer and winter tourists. Records
indicate that a number of Chestnut Hill "cottages" were built as high qualityrental
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property to accomodate the visitors. Like the Montford neighborhood to the west
(National Register Historic District, 1978), the suburb mirrors in subtle ways
boontinme Asheville'sremarkably cosmopolitan character.

EARLY BULD NG IN THE GESINJT HI LL D STRI CT

Three m d-nineteenth-century structures surviving in the Chestnut Hill Historic District
provide a striking constrast with the later buildings that establish the character of

t he nei ghborhood. Each was originally a simply-organized symmetrical building in keeping
with the vernacul ar pattern that thoroughly domnated rural North Carolina throughout
the nineteenth century.

The George T. Spears house, at 53 Orange Street, i s a one-story, one-room deep, central-
hal | way brick house with kitchenell, built around 1865. Only a handful of brick
structures survivein the county that predate it. Strong tradition maintains that the
brick for the house was nade at a brickyard that long operated on nearby Clayton Street,
also inthe district.

The house features a central gable on it ssymmetrical facade, segmentally arched w ndows,
and a hint of the Italianate initscurvilinear mantels. A similar house i n Wst Asheville,
likely the work of the same builder, displays nore pronounced Italianate featuresin a
bracketed Tuscan porch. The porch has been renoved from the Spears house.

The 1869 Thomas Patton house, at 95 Charlotte Street, i s the nost substantial of the
three md-nineteenth-century structures inthe district. I tis atwo-story frame house
rather formally organized around central and trasverse hallways. Interior features
include sinple chairrails, full architrave door surrounds, and robust vernacular Gothic
or Italianate mantels. The nost interesting original exterior features are chevron-
latticed bargeboards. The building sits back about two-hundred feet of f CharlotteStreet
as i tonce was the seat of a large |andholding that included Patton Muntain that rises
behind it.

An anonynous saddl ebag-plan cottage at 225-227 E Chestnut Street, reportedly built
around 1870, barkens back to the region's pioneer days when fundamental |og architecture
contributed the saddlebag arrangement to the traditional builder's repertoire. The
building functionsas a duplex today,and nay have served similarly as a tenant dwelling
on the Patton estate.

Doubtless there were other structures built inthe area during the md-nineteenth century
or earlier. A small house which stood at 28 Orange Street until the sumver of 1978 was
said to date from 1830. I f so, i twas for many years before it sdomolitionthe ol dest
building in Asheville.

The three pre-1880 houses described above stand out for their simplicity and symmetry.
Except Clayton Street the great majority of buildings inthe district date fromAsheville's
post-railroad boomand reflect the Victorian penchant for applied ornanent and picturesque
asymretry. Even the early-twentieth-century Colonial Revival structures, for the nost
part, display asymmetrical facades.
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THE OECACE F THE El GHTIES

Chestnut Hill structures dating fromthe decade of the eighties are, for the nost part,
boxy conpositions related to the traditional carpentered forms of the md-nineteenth
century. They give the inmpression that soneone was striving for the new picturesque
aesthetic using as building blocks the roomdeep bays of vernacular frame architecture.
The results were one- and two-story frame houses on L-plans (26, 40 Clayton Street),
T-plans (19 Washington Road, 125, 133 Broad Street, 192 E Chestnut Street), and rambling
single-room deep plans (36, 62 Clayton Street, 50 Orange Street). Some of which built
up to—broke out fromthe traditional double-pileplan now tenpered with projecting
and receding bays and the attendant conplex roof forms (147, 155 E Chestnut Street).
(The Edward | . Hol mes House at 60 Baird Street, built ca. 1883, is a clear case of the
traditional double-pileformbeing conservativelymodified by the addition of mnimlly
projecting bays.) Further transformationof the boxy conponents was achieved through
the introduction of a tower or the devel opment of a tower out of a clipped-cornered
projecting bay (125 Broad Street, 192 E Chestnut Street, 76 N Liberty Street).

Bay wi ndows or, producing the same effect, clipped-cornered projecting bays adorn
about half of the houses from the eighties. The bay w ndow was first popularized as
a conponent of the American cottage architecture chanpi oned by Downing and others in
the md-century. Likewi se the ubiquitous "brackets" of the eighties were survivals
from the picturesque nodes popul ari zed decades before, principally the Italianate.
Brackets find use vnder eaves (125 Broad Street, 50 Orange Street, 147 E Chestnut
Street), gables (147, 184, 193 E Chestnut Street, 50 Orange Street), porch eaves
(76 N Liberty Street, 125 Broad Street), on porch posts (practically every Chestnut
Hill house built during the eighties) and bay w ndows (19 Washington Road, 147 E
Chestnut Street) in the district. The bracket enjoyed inmmense popularity innineteenth-
century Anerica both as a signal element of the Italianate style and as an easily
apprehended expression of |ight frame construction.

Ot her applied ornanent on these weatherboarded structures from the eighties includes
sawt ooth wi ndow heads and sawtooth gable boards, sone shingled gables, and several
stickwork porch friezes, usually over decorative porch balustrades. 50 O ange Street
deserves special mention for itshighly ornamented projecting gable, featuring scroll
brackets initseaves, fan brackets at the tops of the bay's clipped corners, and a
sunburst appliedinthe gable. This delightful house also features a stained glass

wi ndow |ighting itsentrance hall and an ornamental slate roof. Itsinterior is quite
stylish as well. Both 50 Orange Street and 184 E Chestnut Street display Stick style
features, nost noticeably 184 E Chestnut Street where gothic-like knees and pointed
arches ornament a tall central gable.

Several houses built around 1890 are the district's first to fall decisively outside

the realm of manipulated traditional form 76 N Liberty Street i s the nost interesting
and least altered of these, a quintessential Victorian dwelling featuring a three-story
entrance tower with heavily bracketed mansard roof. The building also features angled

projecting bays and a heavily bracketed wrap-around porch.
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THE DECACE F THE NI NETI ES

The nineties were t heheyday of thepicturesque cottage i nthe Chestnut Hill neighbor-
hood, principally on E Chestnut Street where a half dozen were constructed about

1895. Wth these small houses an important new paradigm i s seen t obe at work.

Perhaps they aretheproducts of an unknown local architect, or, i fnot, they certainly
arrive as mature designs gleaned from t he pages of pattern books. No longer i s the
smal [ -town carpenter's hand seen at work, rearranging his boxes and dressing up the
products with brackets and bay wi ndows. Acconplished self-conscious design has arrived.

The sane el enment that nodernized t heboxy forms of theeighties arestill present

but here are fused into new organic wholes. Thus at 206 E Chestnut Street t heshingled

tower emerges from thejuncture of gabled nasses rather than appearing as an appendange.

This charm ng house also features a jettied second-story bay on brackets. And at 117

E Chestnut Street theclipped-cornered bay i sat ground-floor beneath a dom nate second-
story gable featuring applied stickwork, scalloped shingles, and a flaring juncture where
it nmeets ground-floor weatherboarding.

Porch roofs becone continuous with main roofs as theporches areintegratedintothe
compositions. At 191 E Chestnut Street theroof sweeps down over t heporch between

a two-story octagonal tower at one corner and a small hip-roofed balcony that surnounts
an octagonal pergola-like feature devel oped at theopposite end of t heporch. Wndow
sash i nthis slightly baroque conmposition are lattice-mullioned.

Around 1895 grander houses were built that reflect thenew paradigm Former State
Attorney General Theodore Davidson built his Beaufort Lodge atop theridge served by
North Liberty Street. Sited a full 200 feet from t hestreet on a spacious | ot

shaded by nmature oaks and pine, Beaufort Lodge i seasily thenost inposing structure
in the district today. | ti sadelightfully grand two-and-half-story Queen Anne style
structure featuring a roofline that sweeps down upon an anple veranda accented at its
southern end by a fanciful pergola. A bowed two-story bay with bracketed, pedinmented
head pierces theroof plane behind theporch anchoring theprincipal elevation. The
house i sshingled i nvarious patterns, especially itsgables which arealso accented
with fanlights. Sophisticated mllwork adorns thebuilding's interior.

Equal Iy conposed i f not as inposing i sthe Queen Anne style house at 243 E Chestnut
Street. The house presents a multitude of gables tothestreet, themjor of which
features scalloped shingles i nitsjettied peak. The building's one-story porch features
a gabled entrance with a heavy-nenber |atticetempanum supported by modillians and simlar
heavy stickwork brackets on it splain square posts. The building has been converted to
apartments but i s basically unaltered, and well-maintained, onitsexterior.

Significantly, houses attributed tolocal architectsappear inthe district for the first
time around 1895. Janes A Tennent, designer of the 1876-1903 Bunconbe County Courthouse
and the 1892 Victori an Ronanesque City Hall, built at 223 E Chestnut Street. The house
is curiously awkward, a boxy weatherboarded version of thetraditional double-pile

modi fied only slightly by projectingbays and windows. |tschief repositoryof

ornament i sa one-story shed porch that carries across two elevations. Although its
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interior, especiallythe entrance hall, is splendidlyrendered in apanel-rich

"St eanboat Gothic" node, the house gives the overall inmpression of an old fashioned

survival of the neighborhood' s clumsy 1880s Queen Anne adol escence. (e can only
assime "architect" Tennent failed to change with the times.

R S SMTHDES G\5

The first of at least eight houses in the district attributed to architect Richard
Sharp Smith (1852-1924) was huilt about 1896 at 166 E Chestnut Street. Smith was
an Englishman by birth who had worked in the architectural firm of Richard Morris
Hunt before coming to Ashevilleto supervise the constructionof Biltmore House.

H eventually established a practice of his ow inthe boomng resort town and
contributed significant buildings, both commercial and residential, to its burgeoning
turn-of-the-century architectural stock.

The house Smith designed for Dr. H S.Lanbert at 166 E Chestnut Street is a conservative
conposition clearly within the logic of the new paradigm | tis a sinple two-story
gabled form domi nated by a five-sided bay with conical cap projecting just of f center

on itsprincipal elevation. The second floor is shingled, the first peddl edash. The
bay-as-tower pierces a one-story Tuscan porch.

It isimpossible to say exactly how many houses in the Chestnut Hill District Smth,

or Smith's office, designed. His was the leading firmin town at the turn of the
century, and we knowhe was prolific. Wat's nmore, his designs were apparently imtated
by local builders such that a Smith-inspired vernacular of sorts came into being.

Smith's designs are seldomcut froma single stylistic cloth., H borrowed freely from
the vocabul aries of the Od English, Shingle, and Colonial Revival styles. An exception
in the district is the Annie West House at 189 E Chestnut Street, a full-brown half-
timbered cottage remniscent of his Biltmore Village conmpositions (National Register,
1979) .

More typical are the houses that acconpany the Lambert House, filling a block of East
Chestnut. Smith apparently designed five rental "cottages" for a Dr. J. E David,
sited side by side, along with the Lanbert House making the entire block Smth designs.

Each of these cottages is sheathed in tw materials: shingles and either weatherboards
or stucco. (150 E Chestnut's original siding is obscured beneath asbestos shingles.)
138, 150, and 160 stand under conplex gable and clipped-gable roof forms. 156 is a
nore straightforward boxy formwith sone simulated half-timbering on itsground floor.
144 is remniscent of a grand bungalow. Smith's porches generally feature closely-

set thin-nenber balustrades and thick scroll-cut brackets on boxed posts.

31 Clayton Street, the Haddi e Bungarner House, represents a house form that apparently
originated inthe Smth office and was built in quantity around town. 1|tis a two-
story L-plan structure with an entrance hall inthe crook of the L. Itsroof is
continuous from it ssecond story gable down over the entrance hall and onto it s front
porch. The Bungarner House i s shingle above pebbl edash. O her variations on this
thene inthe district appear at 22 Broad Street, 164 and 178 S Liberty Street, and
23 and 25 Orange Street.
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Perhaps the largest Smith house in the neighborhood is at 8 N Liberty Street, the

L. B Rogers House. Itis a full two-story structure rather formally conposed around
a gabled central pavillion with flaring eaves. |t features shingle and weatherboard
siding, an octagonal corner bay with independent cap, and a typical Smth porch across
its facade becoming a porte cochere at itssouth end. Again the building defies
stylistic pigeon-holding, although itsdetailing tends toward the Colonial Revival.

It has suffered a rather heavy-handed conversion to apartments.

GO.ON AL REVI VAL CES GN\5

Four Colonial Revival structures on East Chestnut Street, built between 1900 and 1910,
contribute disproportionately to the image of the neighborhood. The Wlliam P
VWhitson house at 176 i s perhaps the finest of these. [Itis a two-story double-pile
variant in brick with a full range of classical motifs, including a Palladian

dormer on itship roof, paired modillion-block cornice, and a Tuscan porch. A sem -
circular portico announces a secondary entrance on Washington Road. The house, which
was built for Whitson by a Westall, features sone of the finest interior woodwork in
the nei ghborhood, including an elegant closed-stringer stairway which descends to a
bowed "preacher's landing" in the richly paneled front hall.

212 E Chestnut Street also features a Palladian dormer crowning a symmetrical composition.
East Chestnut Street's other Colonial Revival structures, at 167 and 218, are nore
informally conposed, showing the influence of Queen Anne asymmetry.

0 course the Colonial Revival persisted long after World Vr | . Two homes on N Liberty
Street display itsrather washed-out 1920s formulation. 87 and 8 N Liberty Street

are similar hip-roofed boxes with symmetrical facades and columed one-story porches.
German siding has replaced the nore authentic sheathings of pre-World Vr | Asheville.

BINGALO/S AD BUNGALA OS5

After World Wr | Asheville's better-heeled citizens and newconers built their hones
in the fast-growing, amenity-rich residence parks developed on the outskirts of town.
G ove Park, Kenilworth, Lakeview Park, and Biltmore Forest provided anple turf and
a clean slate for the boontime's |atest building fads.

Meanwhi I e, both in Montford and Chestnut Hill building inevitably slowed as the Iast
vacant lots were subdivided and marketed. Besides the Colonial Revival holdouts
mentioned above, the nost popular style was the bungal ow—the popular reduction of

a wood-frame orientalismthat had spawned some truly magnificient houses out inCalifornia.

e highly stylized oriental bungalow ws built in the neighborhood around 1920 at
53 Arlington Street. Simlar to tw bungalows built in Kenilworth (south Asheville)
by Janmes Madison Chiles in 1920, i tapes itsow architectural heritage with details
such as exaggerated curved rafter extensions.

The commonest bungal ow was a one-story frame house with itsentrance in aprincipal
gabl e-end facing the street. Manipulation of the porch roof sonetimes produced an
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additional gable i ntheconmposition. These simple structures appear at 129, 131, and 137
Broad Street, 177 and 179 S Liberty Street, 12 and 16 Madi son Avenue, and 109 Centr al
Avenue i nthedistrict. Against therichly varied historical fabric they appear as

rather ordered, neutral infill. They look like tents, bivouacked with military regularity,

A larger version of t hebungal ow was built with its ridgeline parallel tothestreet,
with i ts entrance on a porch—sometimes engaged—that carried across theprincipal
elevation, andwith a dormer or dormers piercing theslope of thegable roof t oopen

the second floor tothefront and back. This writer calls these houses "grand bungal ows."
About a hal f-dozen of them appear i nthe Chestnut Hill District.

Two grand bungal ows at 19 and 21 N Liberty Street deserve special mention. Built about
1910, they were executed with a flare uncommon for thetype. Besides the features
mentioned above, they display jettied gable peaks that consume exterior end chimeys
and bay wi ndows that project out onto their engaged porches.

There arealso a fewfull two-story craftsman-type "bungaloids" i nthe district.

143 Merrinmon Avenue i sa good exanple. |t features second-floor and one-story-porch
gabl es presented on t heoutrigger bracing characteristic of thestyle. Apleasing
touch, perhaps borrowed fromthelocal building vocabulary, i saslight flare, or kick,
running around thebuilding at t hebase of thesecond floor. Both levels are shingled.

SPEA ALS

There are several buildings i ntheChestnut Hill district which escape t he categories
yet discussed but nonethel ess make strong contributions totheoverall character of the
nei ghborhood. The earliest of these are a pair of two-story sidehall-plan houses built
about 1915 at 121 and 123 Charlotte Street. Though sinply massed, thebuildings display
an inventive conmbination of materials and ornamentation which clearly documentsthe
flavor of Asheville's early-twentieth-century building boom Both conbine an ornanental
(rusticated) concrete block first floor with a frame second floor. At 121, the nore
exuberant of thetwo, shingles cover thesecond floor, fincresting and finials
decorate theridges, thefirst- and second-floor cornices arefinely denticulated, and
a three-part arched window adorns t hegable presented tothestreet. Qe or perhaps
both of these structures were built either as speculative housing or as rental property
and their liberal appointments attest tothestyle those ventures could muster i n the
boontime context. A house at 15 Arlington Street displays thesanme type of ornamental
concrete block i nits ground floor and porch.

The Jefferson, a three-story brick 1920s apartment building on E Chestnut Street

at Merrinmon Avenue, also reflects theflair that was brought t oboontime building
projects. Built on a horseshoe plan with it scourtyard opening tothesouth onto

E Chestnut Street, thelJefferson i sornanented i na rich Spanish Romanesque node.
The center bays of wings fronting on Chestnut feature a central Tuscan pilaster on
each floor between round arched w ndows with stuccoed spandrels. Raised brick quoins
articulate t heend bays on each wing. An arched corbel table and heavily-bracketed
tiled pents formthebuilding's cornice.
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A block east of The Jefferson i sthe Lowe Building, another ornanented brick structure
from the twenties. Ground-floor commercial spaces i nthe two-story building are
oriented t o the east with five broadly glazed storefrontson S Liberty Street.
Second-fl oor apartments are entered off E Chestnut. Thebuilding's S Liberty Street
facade features festive contrasting masonry trim. Thetrim reads as quoining around a
recessed entrance inflected toward the E Chestnut Street corner. The base of a focal
cast iron lanp or clock post remmins i nplace onthe corner.

A block north onalarge | ot once occupied by E W Gove's Colonial Revival home
standsBet h Ha- Tephila Tenple. Built around 1949, the tenple i s a handsone,
geometrically massed blonde brick structurewith aflat roof. Tall windows lift the
composition while their mnimal recessing andsinple frames allow t he monolithic
quality of the masonry—theplanar quality of thebuilding skin—o domnate. The
structure i sfaintly remniscent of Wight's Unity Tenple, andwhile i t post-dates the
nei ghborhood fabric, itscontributioni snonetheless positive—a bold counterpoint,

for instance, tothe lyrical Queen Anne Beaufort Lodge just north.

I NTRUSI ONS/ CONVERSI ONS/ DEMCLL TI ONS

While celebrating thequantity andquality of the resources surviving i nthe Chestnut
Hill Historic District, onenust also recognize that the neighborhood has lately been
under assault from those forces that typically erode ol der downtown residential

stock. Though t he boundaries of the District have been drawn soas t o avoid the worst
that hasbefallen the area, there i snonetheless sone danmaged fruit i nthe harvest.

Mbost discouraging are theintrusive newhbuildings i nthe neighborhood—a bl eakly nodern
church andtwosmall, nmeanly nodern houses on E Chestnut Street (one of which was
sadly, though not surprisingly, built by the Asheville Board of Realtors forits own
occupancy). Each of these i ssited where earlier domestic stock once stood.

Several gaps occur where t he ground has been prepared for newconstruction. The nore

| amentable of these are thel ot on Orange Street which until 1978 hosted Asheville's

ol dest structure, anda broad grassy | ot on E Chestnut Street near Charlotte Street
where Sout hem Bell took down a Westall house, one of Asheville's finest Colonial Revival
hones, several years agoi npreparation forabuildingproject that never materialized.
(e can only hope that future buildingonthis vacant [ ot will be preceded by caref ul
planning that recognizes the historic context andi t sphysical patterns.

Numrer ous conversions have occurred i nthedistrict. A hopeful sign i sthat two of the
nore sensitive of these—dwellings t olawers' offices on E Chestnut Street--are

among the more recent. Sone of thedistrict's larger houses weresubdivided into apartments
years ago. Houses on Merrimon Avenue and Charlotte Street have suffered nore drastic
changes t o commerical usage.

Sone of theresults of conversion are satisfactory (Wolsey Apartments on E Chest nut
Street especially so) but nost reflect ashift toanarrowly nmercenary useof the
property which finds little value i nthebuilding as antique material. Short-term

i ncone producing econom es coupled with disinterest i nthebuildings' historic qualities
yield unsynpathetic alterations andm nimal upkeep at best. Theoretically the damage
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done by such insensitive usei sreversible. Dr. MAnally's restoration of Beaufort
Lodge on N Liberty Street i sa resoundingly successful demonstration of thetheory
in practice. Qne canonly hope hiseffort andresults will guide theway for others.
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KEY:

P - Pivotal N - Neutral

C - Contributing | - Intrusion

The inventory i s organized by streets: first, those running north-south, beginning with
Merrinon Avenue and proceeding east to Furman Avenue; then, those running east-west
beginning with Orange Street and proceeding north to Hillside Avenue. Qn north-south
streets, oddnunbers are on east side andeven, west side. Qn east-west streets, odd
nunbers are on south side, even, north side.

Merrinmon Avenue, east side
(north from Orange Street intersection)

G 1. 73 Merrinon Avenue. (early 20th c.) Picturesque multi-gabledtwo-story frame
house with inset corner porch andjettied second story onprincipal elevation
above bay w ndow. Al um num siding.

c 2 99 Merrinmon Ave. (early 20th c.) Two-story brushed brick house, with hip-on-hip
roof, Tuscan porch, shingled shed dorner, andsunroomto south. 1913 Sanborn
mp notes this structure (?) as "TheQCaks Villa," probably a boarding house.

I 3. 107 Merrinmon Ave. (md-20th c.) Motel converted to offices. Dark wood siding.
(East Chestnut Street intersection)

Cc A4 135 Merrimon Ave. (ca. 1900) Large two-and-half story brick structure with combined
hip and gable roof forms. Features a bowed two-story baywith conical cap, a shallow
conmpound segnental arch onto it sone-story porch, dormers, 2/2 sash under shallow
arches, andi t soriginal standing-seamti nroof. Alterations include a porch
encl osure, awnings, andthick coats of paint. Noted onthe 1913 Sanborn map as
"Wnn's School for Boys."

CcC & 141 Merrinon Ave. (early 20th c.) Two-story shingled Craftsman-type cottage.
Porch has been enclosed. |n use as comercial property.

C 6. 143 Merrinmon Ave. (early 20th c.) Two-story, shingled Craftsman-type bungal oid,
flared at base of second floor. OQutrigger bracing i n porch andgable eaves.

(Broad Street intersection)
| 7. 165 Merrinmon Ave. (recent) Wndow ess brick office building e story with

flat roof.
8, 167 Merrinmon Ave. (ca. 1960) Brick office building, Qe story with flat roof.
metal ¢rill on facade.

181 Merrinon Ave. (early 20th c.) M%o-story shingled house with hip roof forms
and flare at base of second floor. Undercut rafters in eaves. A handsomne
Craftsman-type structure featuring one- andtwo-story porches andporch roons.
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C 1o0. 187 Merrimon Ave. (early 20th c.) Story-and-half grand bungal ow with shed

dornmer and Gernman siding.

191 Merrinon Ave. (early 20th c.) Two-story ganbrel-roof house end-on, with |ong
shed dorner and stacked sunroons on south elevation.

Claxton Pl ace

(south fr
Cc 12.

Cc 13.

C 14.
C 15.
South Lib
(north fr

C 1e6.

Cc 21.

omHillside Avenue)
1 Claxton PI. (ca. 1920) Weat herboarded grand bungal ow with shed dorner.

3 Claxton PI. (ca. 1920) Weat herboarded grand bungal ow with gabl ed dorner
decorated with stickwork.

18 Claxton PlI. (ca. 1900) Weat herboarded tripartite cottage with 2/2 sash.

20 Claxton PlI. (ca. 1900) Shingled story-and-half cottage.

erty Street

om El m Street)

164 S Liberty Street (ca. 1905) Two-story L-plan frame house. Weatherboarded
with shingled gable. Simlar toa design by R S Smth. Inportant due to
visihility from downtown expressway.

168 S Liberty St. (ca. 1905) One-story frame boxwith hi proof.

172 S Liberty St. (ca. 1905) Two-story hip-roof box. Roll asphalt siding
obscures original exterior materials.

177 S Liberty St. (ca. 1920) One-story frame bungal ow. Asbestos shingles
obscure original siding.

178 S Liberty St. (ca. 1905) Two-story, L-plan franme house. Shingled second
floor, asbestos shingles andenclosed porch alter first floor. Recurring plan

type.

179 S Liberty St. (ca. 1920) One-story frame bungal ow.

(Grange Street intersection)

c 22

211 S Liberty St. (late 19thc.) Frane servant's cottage servicing 50 Orange
St.  Small hip-roof shotgun-type structure with porch on street elevation,
2/ 2 sash.

221S Liberty St. (ca. 1910) Weat herboarded one-story hip-roof box.
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C 24. 225S Liberty St. (ca. 1910) Awkwardly rmassed one- andtwo-story shingled box.
N 25. 229S Liberty St. (ca. 1910) Two-story gabled box, plain with asbestos shingles.

C 26. 231-239 S Liberty St. Lowe Building. (ca. 1926) Multi-function two-story
brick building with festive contrasting masonry trim  Second-floor apartnents
are entered of f E Chestnut St., ground-floor commercial spaces have storefronts
on S Liberty St. White brick form a denticulated cornice against the tan
brick walls. Thebuilding's parapet rises t oshallow peaks at each end and
at thecenter onlLiberty. Wite brick formornamental triangles i nthese
peaks and di anonds bel ow and al so outline thestorefronts, especially at the
Chestnut Street corner where quoining i sindicated around a recessed entrance.
The storefronts arebroadly glazed, with marble base panels, recessed entrances,
and wrought iron grills. The base of a cast iron streetlamp associated with
the building remins at thestreet corner.

North Liberty Street
(north from E Chestnut Street)

N 27. 10N Liberty St. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, (ca. 1932) Neo-CGothic
(or Late Gothic Revival) church, brick with stone trim

N 28. 10N Liberty St. St. Mark's Lutheran Church Parsonage, (ca. 1939) Two-
story brick house, inset porch at entrance, wi ndow on facade with pointed
panes (topick up Gothic theme). To be denolished soon for new educational
building.

I 29- 16 N Liberty St. Chiavaras Hair Design. (ca. 1975) One-story gabled
contenporary structure with diagonal wood siding.

C 30. 19N Liberty St. (ca. 1910) G and bungal ow formwith trim shed dormers,
engaged porch, andwith exterior endchimeys consiuned by jettied gable peaks.

C 31. 21N Liberty St. (ca. 1910) Sane as 19 N Liberty St.: grand bungal ow with
jettied gable peaks.

C 32. 25N Liberty St. (ca. 1910) Boxy two-story hi proof house, shingle above
weat herboard with projecting gabled bays, slightly flaring eaves, andheavy,
stepped bracking i ngables.

N 33. 26N Liberty St. (early 20th c., recently renodeled) Extensively renodeled
“contributing” house. Thewrk hasbeen well done but does not respect the
original architecture: stone panels andlonic colums introduced on weather-
board andshingle frame house.

C 34. 40N Liberty St. (ca. 1895) Sinple two-story L-plan frame house, gable roof
forms, shed roons, lightly bracketed porch, andbracketed bay w ndow. Has
received alum num siding.
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N 35. 43 N Liberty St. Beth Ha-Tephila Tenple (ca. 1949) Handsone cream brick
building, geometrically nassed. Tall w ndows add a nmeasure of lift to
the building' s composition, while their mniml recessing and sinple framng
do not interrupt theplanar quality of thebuilding skin. E W Gove
reportedly lived i na Colonial Revival house on this site.

N 36. 44 N Liberty St. (md-20th c.) Plain two-story brick house, gable roof,
stoop and porch.

I 37. 54 N Liberty St. (ca. 1970) Contenporary gabled duplex, one-story frame
with plywood siding.

| 38. 60 N Liberty St. (md-20th c.) Plain one-story gabled brick box.

P 39. 61 N Liberty St. Beaufort Lodge (Theodore F. Davi dson House) (1895)
Classic grand two-and-half story Queen Anne style house. Features a roofline
that sweeps down upon an anple veranda accented at it ssouthern end by a
fanciful pergola. A bowed two-story bay with bracketed, pedinented head
pierces theroof plan behind theporch, anchoring theprincipal elevation.
[t i sflanked by small hi p dormers, thesouthern of which was added after
the original construction. Fully developed, denticulated cornice. Fanlight
and patterned shingles i ngables. Slender Tuscan porch colums with pedestal
bases, turned balusters. Elaborate interior woodwork includes panel ed wainscotting,
panel ed closed-stringer stairway with carved balusters andintricately carved
and panel ed newel post, symmetrically nolded door and wi ndow surrounds with
carved and nol ded corner blocks, and thefinest of m|lwork mantels. Originally
appointed with gas fixtures, thehouse was converted toelectricity ca.
1910. The building was i na sad state of repair when purchased by present
owner i n1977. |t has been wonderfully rehabilitated. Theodore Davidson
was N C State Attorney General and a promnent local citizen.

P 40. 70 N Liberty St. Dr. J. Hardy Lee House (ca. 1890) Weat herboarded two-and-
half story side-hall-planhouse presenting a rather plain gable endto the
street. One-story porch begins tonorth as porte cochere, carries across
principal elevationwith scrollwork-bracketed posts, and becones a |ong sun
roomon t hesouth elevation. Patterned slate roof with eyelid dormer. The
building's finer decorative touches areinterior accessories: marble mantels
(one shaped |ike a piano keyboard) and matched chandeliers. Wen Lee bought
the property i n1890 (for $1,350), he was thesixth party toow i t since
it was surveyed for Ms. Connally i n1884. Dr. J. E David, developer of
E Chestnut St. Rental Property, purchased (for $8,600) and lived i n house
1895- 1906.

C 41. 75 N Liberty St. (ca. 1925) Shingled grand bungal ow wi th shed dorner.
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P 42 76 N Liberty St. (ca. 1890) Two-story decorated "high Victorian" frane
house. A multi-gabledstructure with flaring eaves and standing-seam
tin roof. A square tower with mansard-1like shingled cap, the principal
entrance i nits base, domnates the composition adjacent to two angled
projecting bays. e of these has a shingled gable with sawtooth frieze
overhanging clipped corners. Ml ded wi ndow cornices. The building's
el aborate one-story porch features turned posts, a scroll-bracketed cornice
above a | adder frieze, and a Chinese-Chippendal e-likebalustrade.

C 43 81 N Liberty St. (ca. 1925) Two-story German-sided frame bungal oid, rafters
in eaves, one-story wings to either side of gabled central section.

C 44 84 N Liberty St. Wallace B Davis House. (ca. 1920) Two-story hip roof
box with appendages: porch and sunroom porte cochere. Al um num siding.
VWal | ace Davis, President of Central Bank and Trust Conpany, built and I|ived
in this house before his involvement with the Lakeview Park devel opment.
Central Bank and Trust was the first Asheville Bank to fail in 1929.

P 45 8 N Liberty St. L. B Rogers House. (ca. 1905) Large two-story house,
shingl e above weatherboard, rather formally conposed around a slightly
projecting gabled central pavillion with flaring eaves. Corner bay to north
with independent cap. Has been converted to apartments, alterations include
the addition of a crude stairtower, or stacked bathrooms, to the corner bay.
Almost certainly an R S Smith design.

C 46. 87 N Liberty St. GCowan House. (ca. 1925) Two-story hip-roof "Colonial"
with German siding.

C 47. 8 N Liberty St. R G Fortune House. (ca. 1925) Two-story hip-roof
"Colonial"™ with German siding.

C 48. 90 N Liberty St. J. D Earl House. (ca. 1895  Two-story shingled house with
square tower at south end of principal elevation, fan lights in gables.
Cbscured by overgrown evergreen vegetation. J. D Earl owned portion of Earl-
Chesterfield Mill, former Asheville M lling Conpany.

C 49. 104 N Liberty St. Norman Warner House. (ca. 1920) Plain two-story hip roof
house, porch with enclosed end, older pressed-tinshingle roof, asbestos
shingles.

C 50. 109 N Liberty St. (ca. 1925) Two-story hip-roof brick house.
Washi ngt on Road
(North from East Chestnut Street intersection)

C 51. 19 Washington RI.  Whitson House. (ca. 1885) Story-and-half T-plan house
originally sited at corner of E Chestnut and Washington Rd. and noved to
present site ca. 1905. Sawtooth-decorated wi ndow heads. e bracketed bay w ndow.
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C 52. 27 Washington Road (ca. 1905) Large symmetrical two-story hip-roof house,
shingl e above pebbl edash, with projecting dormers and bats.

N 53. 27 1/2 Washington Rd. (early 20th c.) Gabled shanty. Possibly former
servant's quarters.

C 54. 28Washington Rd. Dr. Philip Male House. (ca. 1900) Boxy two-story
hi p-roof pebbl edash-on-frame house sited atop rise referred to by Males
as Chestnut Hill. Jettied second-story bays, gabled projecting bays, hip
and eyelid dornmers, all fail tosignificantly transform the box. Entrance
is through double doors, under a basket arch, from a hip-roof stoop on
square brick piers. Sone fine |leaded glass. Apartnmentized.

(Broad Street intersection)

C 55. 39 Wshington Rd. (early 20th c.) Two-story shingle above weatherboard
frame house, enclosed sun porch across facade (not original), lattice-
mul |ioned sash.

Central Avenue
(north from Orange Street intersection)

C b56. 80Central Ave. (ca. 1900) Two-story hip-roof boxwith projecting bays.
His received asbestos shingles. Apartnmentized.

C 57. 88Central Ave. (ca. 1900) Two-story hip-roof boxwith shingled gables,
nmol ded wi ndow heads. Asbestos shingles.

C 58. 92 Central Ave. (ca. 1905) Two-story shingle above weatherboardbox.
(Clayton Street intersection)

I 59. 81 Central Ave. (ca. 19750 Modern stone and frame office building i n
asphalt parking |l ot.

C 60. 96 Central Ave. (early 20th c.) Plain one-story frame house, with gabled
dor mer .

C 61. 100Central Ave. (ca. 1905) Two-story shingle above weatherboard box. Gable,
porch to street.

C 62. 104 Central Ave. (early 20th c.) Saddlebag-plan shanty, possibly former
servant's quarters.

C 63. 108 Central Ave. (early 20th c.) One-story frame house with hip roof. Roll
asphalt covered.
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N 64. 109 Central Ave. (ca. 1925) Gable-on frame bungalov/.

C 65. 111 Central Ave. (ca. 1905) Dormered grand-bungal ow form house, yet ol der than
typical bungal ow. Pebbledash with some stick framng. Jettied gables.
Shi ngl ed dormers.

| 66 Central Ave. (md-20th c.) Small concrete block garage or warehouse, Fortunately

Vadi son A%%telcally obscured byvegetation.

67. 10 Madi son Ave. (ca. 1925) Shingled one-story frame house with projecting
bungal ow-1ike gable.

C 68. 11 Madi son Ave.
C 69. 12 Madi son Ave.

c 7o0. 15 Madi son Ave.

(ca.  1920) Story-and-half gabled frame house. Al um num siding.
(
(
and flaring eaves
(

ca.  1925) Shingled gable--on bungal ow.

ca 1920) Story-and-half gable-on house with

C 71. 16 Madison Ave.
Orchard Place

C 72. 3, 4 5, 6 Ochard Place (ca. 1925) Grouping of four small gable-on bungal ows.
3 and 4 display Gernman siding, 5 and 6 have received ashestos shingles.

Charlotte Street

ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on bungal ow.

(north fromArlington Street intersection)

C 73. 59 CharlotteSt. (ca. 1906) Two-and-half story weatherboarded franme structure with
intersecting gable roofs and interior chimeys. 2/2 sash in paired w ndows.
Converted t ocommercial wusage with brick andtile storefront.

C 74. 65 CharlotteSt. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard two-story box with central
gabl e, one-story shed porch.

(Clayton Street intersection)

C 75. 88-92-94 Charlotte St. King James Apartnents. (ca. 1920) Three-story multi-
function structure with brushed brick facade. Three plate glass storefronts on
Charlotte St., tiled pent roof beneath parapet.

P 76. 95 Charlotte St. Thomas Patton House. (1869) Originally a two-story house
formally organized around central and transverse hallways, has grown into
a highly informal mass due t on\anerous additionstothesouth and east.
Five-bay facade features a central octagon bay or dorner (likely late 19th c.)
over a one-story porch on boxed colums. The entrance surround, with
broad sidelights and blinded transom appears a late-19th-century alteration.
The building's nmost striking exterior detail i sitsfanciful bargeboards,
cut out i na chevron-likelattice. Original sash are®6/6. Brick chimeys
are interior. The building's interior woodwork i squite good for 1869
Asheville. Hand-planed four-panel doors areset i nrobust retardataire three-
past surrounds. The entrance hall has molded vertical wainscottinganda
broad chair rail. A plain open-stringer stairway with turned newel post
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rises fromthetransverse hallway. Theprincipal mantel i s hand-crafted,
heavy classical mtifs ornamented with sawn appliques and with a thickly-

mol ded shelf. Traditionmintains thehouse washuilt by black carpenters
working from Thonas Patton's ownplans. Patton had journeyed t oA abama
shortly after theCivil MJa t oconsolidate resources with other famly nenbers
but, dissatisfied, returned t oAsheville and built this hone on Charlotte
Street. Grandson of James Patton, Mayor of Asheville and active public
servant.

C 77. 100 Charlotte St. ThecCharlotte (ca. 1920) Three-story brick apartment

building with storefront onground floor. Storefront has glazed metal panels.
(East Chestnut Street intersection)

C 78. 121 Charlotte St. (ca. 1915) Two-story side-hall-plan house gable-on.

Gound floor i srusticated concrete block, second floor i sshingle on franme.
One-story porch of ornamental concrete block, denticulated first- andsecond-
story cornices. Fincresting andfinials onridges, and three-part arched
window i nitsstreetside gable.

C 79. 123Charlotte St. (ca. 1915) Two-story side-hall plan house on rusticated
concrete block onground floor and shingle onframe second floor. TTarrov;
boxed cornice returns i nstreetside gable. Ornanental concrete block porch
with pedimented entrance. Similar to 121 Charlotte St.

C 80. 125Charlotte St. (ca. 1915) Two-story frame house, hi proof, projecting
gabl es and bays, shingle above weat herboard.

C 81. 128 Charlotte St. (former) Pure Oil Gas Station, (ca. 1932) ne of several
"English cottage'' style gas stations built i nAsheville ca. 1932. Features
a steeply pitched tile roof, a chimney and other symbols of cottage charm
The facade of this structure has been rempdeled. |Itslatest usage i sas a
conveni ence store. Appears t ohave been sandbl asted.

C 82. 129 Charlotte St. (early 20th c.) Two-story frame house, shingle above
weat herboard, with patterned shingles i ngables, projectingclipped corner
bay. Additions. 2/2 sash.

(Broad Street intersection)
C 83. 135 Charlotte St. (early 20th c.) Two-story franme house, shingle above

weat herboard, with patterned shingles i nprojecting gables. Parapeted flat-
roofed section onfront may be anaddition. 2/2 sash.
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Al bemar| e Road

C 84

C 85

21 Albemarle Road (ca. 1905) Weat herboarded one-story house with long ridge
parallel to street. Projecting off-center bay becomes gamhrel roofed dormer
above porch. Smaller gabled dormer.

45 (?) Albemarle Road (ca. 1900) Altered two-story brick house with bayed

~facade. Hs received alumnum siding.

Al bemarl e Pl ace

(north fromBaird Street)

C 86
c 87
P 88

Al bemarle Place. Von Ruck servants' quarters (early 20th c.) Small

hi p-roof saddl ebag-plan frame cottage reportedly an adjunct to the nearby
Von Ruck house. Has received asbestos shingles.

32 Albemarle Place. Von Ruck stables (?) (early 20th c.) Two-story hip-roof
frame structure with exterior treated in pebbledash between applied stickwork
or exposed framng. Reportedly converted to dwelling from original stable
configuration. Second floor at street level.

52 Albemarle Place. Carl Von Ruck House (1904, 1912, and 1915) Ranmbl i ng
three-story frame structure built in three distinct stages. Dr. Karl Von Ruck,
famed tuberculosis specialist, cane to Asheville around 1890 and founded the
Wnyah Sanitorium on Sunset Mountain. In 1904 he bought twenty acres, including
two sizeable frame houses, at the foot of Sunset Muntain froma D. Reed.

ne of those houses is incorporated into the north end of the present structure,
the other is just above it at 2 Von Ruck Terrace. This north-end house was
apparently a lavish structure itself, featuring rounded projecting bays to the
east, flanking itsmjor entrance, and a finial-topped octagonal hay to the
west. In 1912 Von Ruck reportedly built a separate structure for his resident
M)s just to the south of this house. |t too was a sxabstantial building, two-
and-half story shingle and pebbledash with intricately parqueted hardwood floors.
Then, in 1915 he built between the tw structures, connecting them a grand two-
story nmusic roomwith twin elliptic conservatories to either side. The music
room features Viennese-crafted mahogony woodwork and houses Dr. Von Ruck's sixty-
seven rank Aeolian Organ, with 4800 handmade wooden pipies rising tw stories behind
a curved mahogony screen. The Von Ruck House has served as a hotel and is now
Le Chateau Apartments.

Fur man Avenue

(north from downt own expressway)

N 89

42 Furman Ave. (ca. 1948) Three-story brick apartment house with industrial
sash and mnimal mission-tile pents between roof parapets.
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C 90. 51 Furman Ave. (early 20th c.) Plain one-story triple-A frame cottage, has
received ashestos siding.

(Arlington Street intersection)

C 91. 65 Furman (ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on bungal ow with shingled porch and outrigger
bracing.

C 92. 67 Furman (early 20th c.) One-story frame house with projecting clipped-cornered
bay. Roll asphalt siding.

C 93. 69 Furman (early 20th c.) Shingled one-story hip-roof box with inset porch and
hip-roof dormer, sone latticed bungaloid sash.

C 94 70 Furman (ca. 1925) Two-story frame box with gable roof, entrance from inset
porch on first floor. A Ximnum siding.

C 9. 74 Furman (ca. 1925) One-story frame craftsman-influenced house. Prom nent
gabled dormer. Gernan siding.

C 9. 75 Furman (ca. 1925) Weatherboarded frame bungal ow.
C 27. 77 Furman (ca. 1925) Frame bungal ow. Hs received ali”ninum siding.
(Gak Park Road intersection)

N 98. 79 Furman Ave. (indeterm nant age) Heavily renpodel ed frame house. Al um num siding
and enclosures obscure original fom and fabric.

C 99. 83 Furman Ave. (ca. 1915) Two-story L-plan frame house v;ith gabled one-story porch
and outrigger bracing under broad eaves. A umnum siding.

C 100. 87 Furman Ave. Shingled grand-bungalow with twin gabled dormers and bay w ndow
onto porch, latticed bungaloid sash.

(East Chestnut Street intersection)
C 101. 101 Furman Ave. Furman House (ca. 1885  Two-story brick cruciformplan house

with intersecting gable and hip roofs in standing-seamtin. Paired brackets
in eave. 2/2 sash. The building' sporch has been renoved and ot her

significant alterations nmade in converting i tto small apartments. That it was
once a fine house is evident not only in the brick constructionbut alsoin
remants of robust cornice molding in the entrance hall. Reportedly built by

a Furman who was at one time editor of the Asheville Citizen-Ti mes.

| 102. 102 Furman Ave. Asheville Arns Apartments (ca. 1975 Mbodern two-story "nansarded"'
apartment conpl ex.
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C 103 Furman Ave. (ca. 1925 Plain two-story gabled brick house. Entrance from

stoop.

C 104. 125 Furman Ave. (ca. 1925) Shingled two-story Craftsman-influenced house. Porch
viith sun room central gable.

C 105. 127 Funnan Ave. (ca. 1925) Two-story gable-on stuccoed picturesque cottage.
Natural stone set randomy in chimey on facing gable.

C 106. 132 Furman Ave. (ca. 1925) Plain two-story frame house. Porch inset beneath
second story.

C 107. 133 Furman Ave. (ca. 1920) Two-story shingle above stucco frame house. Clipped
gable facing street, entrance of f side porch.

C 108. 134 Furman Ave. (ca. 1929) Two-story gable-on frame house. Gernan siding, partial
shed porch, small vaulted vestibule.

C 109. 135 Furman Ave. (ca. 1905) Altered shingle over brick tv70-story house. Apparently
was a substantial dwelling enploying an unusual (for Asheville) conbination of
materials. Has suffered enclosure on porch. Semicircular stone bay projects
frombrick first floor on principal elevation.

C 110. 136 Furman Ave. (ca. 1925) Frane grand bungal ow variant, broad gabled dormer
centered on facade, outrigger bracing.

Hol | ywood Street
(north from downtown expressway)

C 111- 38 Hollyv/ood St. (ca. 1915) Shingled two-story box with central gable, side porch,
and gabled entrance stoop.

C 112. 39 Hollywood St. (ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on bungal ow with off-set gabled porch,
outrigger bracing.

C 113. 40 Hollyv/ood St. (ca. 1920) Narrow grand bungal ow-type with hip-roof dormer,
outrigger bracing.

C 114. 41 Hol lywood St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard two-story box. Porch
and ground-floor fenestration have been altered.

C 115, 42 Hol lywood St. (ca. 1920) Shingled gable-on bungal ow with gabled porch.
C 116. 44 Hollywood St. (ca. 1920) Shingled gable-on bungal ow with gabled off-set porch.

C 117. 45 Hollywood St. (ca. 1915) Shingled two-story box with central gable, one-story
shed porch.
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Orchard Street

C

C

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

30 Orchard Street (ca. 1920) Two-story gabl e-roof frame house coveredi n
Gernman siding. One-story porch with gable-roof porch room

32-34 Orchard Street (ca. 1920) Gable-on frame bungal ov;, asbestos
shingles.

38 Orchard Street (ca. 1920) Gable-on shingled bungal ow with gabl ed
porch.

42 Orchard Street (ca. 1915) Shingle over Gernan siding, two-storyhip
roofed boxwith one-story porch.

44 Orchard Street (ca. 1915) Gernan sided hip roof frame boxwithhip
roofed porch with porch room gabled second tier at central bay.

Furman Court

C

C
C

124.

125.
126.

4 Furman Court (ca. 1920) Unadorned two-story brick box.

8 Furman Court (ca. 1920) Two-story stuccoed boxonbrick foundation.

12 Furman Court (ca. 1920) Two-story brushed brick house with articulated
quoining. Entrance seti noff-set on facade.



w78) AvB 1024-00ig
EXP 12-31-84
Lf:"5%oc; "W*?2® L 'rsrimestt of “he Inter?or
Heritage CosiservE 'on end Recr”atf'rn Service

.. 3t-ir Q1 MIsta*m Peaces j

Continuation sheet DESCR PTI ON [tem numtjer Page twenty-one

Orange Street
(east from Merrinmon Avenue)
C 127. 18 Oange St. (ca. 1920) Side hall grand bungal ow, shingled gables above weatherboard.

C 128. 23 Oange St. (ca. 1905) Two-story frame L-plan house with shingled gables.
Stone viall at sidewal k.

C 129. 25 Orange St. (ca. 1905) Two-story frame L-plan house, simlar to 23 Orange St .
but with fancy porch: pergola-like extensionwith conical cap. Has received
asbestos shingles. Undergoing rehab.

C 130. 33 Oange St. (ca. 1905) Two-story house with intersecting ganmbrel roof forns,
pedi mented porch, entrance with lattice-mullioned sidelights. Pebbledash exterior.

C 131. 35 Orange St. (ca. 1905) Two-story frame house with symmetrical three-bay
facade featuring a gabled central portico with nice bracketingon the second
floor above a one-story porch. Roll asphalt and asbestos shingles.

(S. Liberty Street intersection)

C 132. 47 Orange St. (ca. 1905) Two-story box, shingle above pebbledash. Porch has
been encl osed.

P 133. 50 Orange St. (1880and later) Two-story central-hallway house v;ith gebled
projecting bay presenting t hebest of thebuilding's Victorian trinr-ings:
scroll brackets i nt heeaves, fan brackets at thetops of clipped corners, and
a sunburst applique i nthegable. Slate roof with fishscale bands. A stained
glass wi ndow, as well as glazing i nthemllwork front door, lights the hallway.
Rich interior woodwork includes: vertical board wainscottingi nthehallway and
parlor, symmetrically nolded v/indow and door surrounds with crested corner blocks,
a spindle frieze across thehallway at t hefoot of thestairs, and carved and
reeded boxed newel posts. Mantels arecast iron painted tosimulate marble.
The house has been enlarged t ot hewest (porch enclosed), north, and east, and
a porch added t otheeast. Built by Q H Henry i n1880, t he house has been
owned and occupied by Shufords since 1900. Dr. Mary Frances Shuford,
daughter of Superior Court Judge George A Shuford, has operated a one-bed
hospital i nthehouse for years

p 134. 53 Orange St. (ca. 1865) Brick one-story central-hallway triple-A house with
kitchen/dining ell. Interior end chimeys. Segmentally arched w ndows. Boxed
cornice with crown molding returns i ngable ends. Porch and one interior partition
have been renoved. Early curvilinear m|lwood mantels. Hand-planed four-panel
doors. 4/4 sash. Ceorge T. Spears bought four acres of land, from N V. VJoodfin
in 1863 for $925.00. Tradition holds thebricks for t hehouse were nmade on Cl ayton
Street. Spears had married James M Smith's daughter Cornelia Jane, 1857.
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Arlington Street

(east from Charlotte Street)

N 135. 11 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Small frane bungal ow.

C 136. 14 Arlington St. (early 20th c.) Watherboarded two-story franme house.

C 137. 15 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Boxy two-story house with hip roof. Ornamental
concrete block ground floor and porch. Asbestos siding obscures theoriginal
second-story covering. The building's formal three-bay facade features a central

tower beginning above t heone-story porch.

C 138. 16 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on bungalov." with gabled porch-
latticed bungal oid sash.

C 139. 17 Arlington St. (early 20th c.) Shingled two-story frane house, gable-on with
inset porches both floors.

C 14C 18 Arlington St. (early 20th c.) Shingle over weatherboard two-story frame box
with shed porch and central hi proof dormer.

C 141. 19 Arlington St. (early 20th c.) Shingled two-story frame box with two- story
projecting bay and inset porch, w de eaves v;ith exposed, rafters.

C 142, 2~ Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Shingled grand bungal ow-type v;ith shallow roof slope
and di minuitive shed dormer.

C 143. 22 Arlington St. ( ca. 1920) Frane two-story box with gabled two-story projecting
bay, shed porch. Has received alxinmnum siding.

C 144. 23 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Shingled grand bungal ow with stout brick porch posts
and shed dormer across facade.

C 145. 24 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on frame bungal ow with gabled porch.

N 146. 34 Arlington St. (early 20th c.) Two-story frame house with inset first-story
porch. Appears altered, under alum num siding.

C 147. 35 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Frame two- story box with gabled tv;o-story projecting
bay, sone flair toporch posts andrailing. Has received alum num siding.

C  148. 37 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard two-story frame box v/ith
gabled two-story projecting bay and sun room on one-story shed porch.
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C 149. 38 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard two-story frame box with
broad central gable displaying applied stickworli and with Tuscan col ums supporting
one-story shed porch.

C 150. 40 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Large weatherboarded gable-on bungal ow v;ith shed dorners
to sides, outrigger bracing, and with pyram dal supports t o shed porch.

C 151. ,43 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over v/eatherboard two-story box with gabled
two- story projecting bay, one-story shed porch has been enclosed t o make a sun room.

C 152. 51 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) VJeatherboarded two story box v/ith projecting two-story
bay, shed porch.

N 153. 52 Arlington St. (early 20th c.) Two-story box with altered porch and al um nxim
siding.

C 154. 53 Arlington St. (ca. 1920) Oriental bungal ow with outrigger bracing under curved
barge rafters, curved rafter ends, fanciful pagoda-like roof forms. Simlar to
two Oriental bungalows built by James Madi son Chiles i n Kenilworth (south Asheville)
in1921.

C 155. 59 Arlington St. (ca. 1920) Two-story brick house with gabled stoop.

C 156. 60 Arlington St. (ca. 1920) Shingle over weatherboard two story frame box
with central hi proof dormer and shed porch across facade and wrapping around
to one side.

(Furrmar. Avenue intersection)

C 157. 70 Arlington St. (ca. 1920) Shingle over Geman siding tw- story frame house
with shallow stoop on Furman Ave. elevation and one story porch on Arlington.

C 158. 74 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Curious two-story brick house with entrance into
angl ed edge of slightly projecting bay, single-story porch on stout brick posts.

C 159. 76 Arlington St. (ca. 1920) Two-story weatherboarded box with exposed rafters and
wr ap- around shed porch.

C 160. 78 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on bungalowwith of f set gabled porch.

C 161. 81 Arlington St. (ca. 1910) \“eatherboarded two story gable-on house with shingled
gabl e peak, shed porch on tall foundation, with one- story wing toone side.
Simlar to 83.

C 162. 82 Arlington St. (ca. 1925) Shingled gable-on bungalov; with outrigger bracingand
gabl ed one-story porch.
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C 163. 83 Arlington St. (ca. 1910) Weat her boarded gabl e-on house, shed porch.
C 164. 85 Arlington St. (ca. 1910) Two-story hi proof house with shed porch.

C 155. 87 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard two-story house with
central gable andwith gabled end by on one-story porch.

C 166. ,89 Arlington St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard two-story boxwith off-set,
slightly projecting gabled pavillion, altered one-story porch with central gable.

Clayton Street
(east from Central Avenue)

C 167. 10 Clayton St. WIlliams House (ca. 1900) Frane salthox-like formturned
endwi se with bay v/indow, second-story porch addition,

C 168. 11 Clayton St. (ca. 1905) Two-story franme hip-roof boxwith gabled projecting
bays, asbestos shingles above pebbl edash. Boxed cornice returns i n prom nent
gable on facade. Heavy, opaque porch brackets. Some lattice-mullioned sash.

C 169. 14 Clayton St. Sherrill House (ca. 1900) Gabled three-bay frame house. Projecting
central bay i sgabled shingle above-stone entrance tower with porches t oeither
side. Duplex, [/antique |andscaping.

C 170. 15 Clayton St. Albert Bunn House (ca. 1905) Boxy two-story brick house with one-story
porch on square brick posts on twosides. Hiproof with hip and gable attic
dormers. Mortar joints were finished flush with brick andpenciling applied
to give appearance of pressed brick with narrov, mortar joints. Albert Bunn,
who had | earned t hebrick-making trade before emmgrating from England, bought
a sizeable tract of land from Ephraim Clayton around 1879. shortly after comng
to Asheville upon theinvitation of thecontractor who built the 1876-1903
courthouse. MNade brick for courthouse on Clayton St. Hi sEnglishwife died—
he married an Asheville schoolteacher and stayed. Albert Bunn "built'' wall
around Federal soldiers' graves i nSalisbury, "built" Waynesville Courthouse,
laid much of brick i nSt. Lawences Church (along with principal rmason MDonal d).
Bunn nmade brick for this house; his wife designed it. Penciling attributedto
English tradition. Large frame house preceded this one on site.

C ni- 26 Clayton St. (ca. 1890) Two-story L-plan frame house; porch i nL hasreceived
second-story addition. Bay wi ndowwith decorative shingle-work. Reportedly
built by Nicholas Whodfin for his daughter, but Wodfin died i n1876, so possibly
his son.

C 172. 30 Clayton St. Ledbetter House (ca. 1890) Two-story frame house conposed of
two single-bay deep sections set back t oback. Each section has gabled roof.
Unusual corbeled cornice. Simlar cornice on one-story porch with central
gable. VJeatherboard and shingled gables.
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C 173. 31Clayton St. Hattie Bungardner House. (ca. 1905) Gabled tvTO-story L-plan
house with entrance hall i ncrook of thelL. Shingle above pebbledash. P. S
Smith designed houses similar t othis.

C 174. 32 Clayton St. (ca. 1890) Weat herboarded two-story frane house. Two gabl ed
one-bay deep sections set back t oback. Sane unusual corbeled cornice as at
30 Clayton. Central gable with staggered shingled. One-story porch.

C 175. 36 Clayton St. (ca. 1885) Pebbledash-covered rambling one-story frame house
with sawtooth w ndowcornices.

C 176. 40 Clayton St. Vlesley VJolfe House (ca. 1885) Pebbl edash-covered two- story L-plan
house with one-story shed porch and twogabled dormers. Ml ded w ndowcornices.
Reportedly built by Vlesley VJolfe, Toms uncle, who i ssaid t ohave drunli heavily
at times, like his brother.

C 177. 41 Clayton St. (ca. 1900) One-and-half story gabled frame boxwith inset porch,
asbestos shingles.

C 178. 45 Clayton St. Hicks Souther House (ca. 1900) Two-story hi proof box with
gabl ed projecting bays, one-story porch with opaque brackets, pebbledash.

C 179. 49 Clayton St. (ca. 1905) Two-story hip roof boxwith gabled projectino bays,
shingl es above weatherboard, Tuscan porch.

C 180. 56 Clayton St. (ca. 1885) Symmetrical one-story frame triple-A house v/ith shed
porch.

C 181. 62 Clayton St. Terrell Justice House (ca. 1885) Ranbling one-story frame house
with vertical boards i ngables ending i nsawtooth pattern, shed porch.

Merrinon Place
(east from S Liberty Street)

| 182. 47, 51, 55 Merrinon Place (ca. 1950) Three one-story frame boxes, asbestos
shingles (original), stoops, andsmall porches. [lid-century infill reflecting
| owered status of neighborhood.

East Chestnut Street
(east from Merrinmon Avenue)

C 183. E Chestnut St. (at Merrinon Ave.) The Jefferson (apartments) (ca. 1925)
Three-story (onfull basenent) brick apartment conplex i na Spanish Romanesque
style. Horseshoe plan places courtyard on E Chestnut, open t osouth. Center
bays of wings fronting on Chestnut feature a central Tuscan pilaster on each
floor betv,een round arched, wi ndows with stuccoed spandrels. Raised brick
quoins articulate towers at corners. Arched corbel table at cornice, heavy
brackets i neaves beneath redtile m ssion pent.
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C 184. 109 E Chestnut St. (early 20th c.) Story-and-half grand bungal ow, with gabled
dorner featuring stickwork and outrigger bracing. Has received aliamnum siding.

C 185. || I E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895) Two-story frame cottage, shingle above weat her-
board with slight flare and molding at first-floor cornice; two-story clipped-
corner bay t owest, inset porch and nicely detailed slight bay windowt o north
(principal elevation); possible R S Smth design.

C 186. 117 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895) Two-story frame cottage, patterned shingles above
weat herboard, flare at ground-floor cornice; features applied stickwork i ngable
presented t ostreet, above clipped-cornerground-floorbay. Possible R S
Smth design.

| 187. 127 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1969) St. Church of Christ. Recent mechanical bond
"sixties modern" brick church with narrow spire.

(South Liberty Street intersection)

P 188. 138 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1900) Dr. J. E David Rental Cottage. Small two-story
shingle-style cottage featuring a conplex gable and clipped gable roof form
which yields t oa shingled second story i nsone places and sweeps down t o t he
first-floor cornicei nothers. Watherboarded first floor, brick foundation.
Inset front porch. Boxed corner wi ndow on facade. R S Smith design. Part
of property Dr. David bought from George Pack i n 1897.

C 189. 144 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1900) Dr. J. E David Rental Cottage. Story-and-half
frame cottage, gable roof runs parallel tostreet, interior end chimeys, shed
dormer with central peak, dormer and gables shingle, first floor weather-
board. Porch room makes porch appear inset. Latticed sash. R S Smth design.
Part of property bought from George Pack, 1897.

P 190. 147 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1890) Two-story weatherboarded frame house, one of
ol dest on street. The conplex form appears conposed of gabled sections one
bay deep, though theresulting composition i sseveral roons deep i nplaces.
Bracketed cornice, bracketed bay wi ndow, bracketed chanfered porch posts.

Mol ded wi ndow cornices. 1/1 and 2/2 sash. Narrow vertical boards i nthe gables
end i na sawtooth pattern with bird' s eye accents. The building's interior
has suffered a conversion t osmall apartnments.

N 191. 150 E Chestnut Street. Dr. J. E David Rental Cottage (ca. 1900) Badly
remodeled R S Smith house: asbestos shingles, roll asphalt, and concrete
bl ocks disguise a cottage that was once simlar toits neighbors.

P 192. 155 E Chestnut Street. McG || House (ca. 1885) Weat herboarded two-story frame

house, again, one of theoldest houses on street. Hi pand gabled roof forns
covered i nstanding-seam tin. Boxed and nolded cornice returns i nshingled
gables. Ml ded wi ndow cornices. 1/1 sash. Though similar i noverall
appearance t o 147 E Chestnut, its porch treatment i sdistinctive. An arched
open frieze carries between paired boxed posts, becom ng scrollwork circles
within each pair. The balustradei stwotier, sinple sticks above running
arches. Promnent Ashevillian Hugh Labarbe lived here teens and twenties.
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C 193.

C 194.
N 195.
P 196.
P 197.

156 E Chestnut St. Dr. J. E David Rental Cottage (ca. 1900) Boxy two-
story hip roof house, shingle above pebbledash with simulated half-timbering.
Sun roomwing towest. Porch across facadee. R S Smith design. Part of
property bought from George Pack i n 1897.

160 E Chestnut St. Dr. J. E David Rental Cottage. (ca. 1900) Two-story
frame cottage, shingle above weatherboard. Conplex gable andclipped gable
roof (asat 138). Porch across facade features characteristic R S Snith
idiom thin-menber balustrade andthick scrollwork brackets on boxed posts.
Part of David's 1897 purchase from George Pack.

165 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1950) One-story brushed brick cottage with hip roof,
arched entrance onto porch. Alate infill structure.

166 E Chestnut St. Dr. H S Lanbert House (ca. 1896) Two-story frame house,
shingl e over pebbledash. Broad gable roof over a sinmple rectangular form

Main entrance fromtheside, of f Washington Road. Chestnut Street elevation
features a five-sided two-story baywith conical cap, anda one-story porch on
sl ender Tuscan columms. Fine decorative touches include a beautifully nolded
overdoor over thenmin entrance, lattice-mullioned |eaded glass i ntheentrance-
hall wi ndows, andespecially three unusual andornate molded brick fireplace
compositions, onewith a chimey breast. Dr. Lambert bought thecorner | ot from
George Pack i n1896for $2,000 and soon thereafter erected this R S Smith

desi gned house.

167 E Chestnut St. Barnard House (ca. 1900) Two-story frame house on informal
plan. Hi pandgable roof forms. Features a fully-developed cornice andnol ded
frieze. The frieze continues across thegables, cornice returns i ngables.
Simple one-story Tuscan porch. Bay w ndow onto porch. 1/1sash. Sone nice
interior touches including beveled |eaded glass lighting theentrance hall,
carved newel post. The house hasreceived ashestos siding andi s being used as
a rehabilitation center for theemotionally disabled.

(Washington Road intersection)

P 198.

173 E Chestnut St. Kent House (ca. 1907) Tall two-and-half-storyshingle
style house on random course stone basenment. An awkward conmbination of highly
informal massing (and plan) andformal details. Tall exterior chimeys are
centered onmnor gables onprincipal (north) andwest elevations. A mnimal
cornice returns mnimally i nthemjor gables. Sone sawtooth edging relieves
the broader expanses of shingles, large sunroomi nlieu of porch. Shallow
pedimented entry portico on Tuscan colums, round-arch doorway with fanlight. e
Sone outline parqueting of floors, fine classical mantel composition (full
entabliture with triglyphs onDoric colums) i nparlor, otherwise arather plain
interior. The house was used for many years as a "conval escent horme" but was
not altered significantly. M. Kent reportedly rantheAsheville Ice Conpany.
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P 199. 176 E Chestnut St. Wlliam R Witson House (ca. 1905 Grand Col oni al
Revival House i npressed brick. Two-story with hip-on-hiproof. Central
Pal | adi an dormer. W dely-spaced, paired modillion blocks i neave. Slightly
projecting brick quoining around wi ndows. A three-wi ndow central bay projects
on the second floor, with swags ornamenting panels over each wi ndow. A
bal ustrade has been renmoved fromthe roof of the Tuscan front porch. A
sem -circular portico of f a small side porch announces a secondary entrance
fromWashington RJ. An elliptical fanlight and sidelights surround the entrance.
The house, reportedly constructed for VWitson by a Westall, has sone of the
finest woodwork i nthe neighborhood, including an el egant closed-stringer stairway
whi ch descends froma transversehallway to a bowed |anding i nthe main hallway.
The main hallway features raised-panel wainscotting. Excellent mllwork mantels
and other decorative touches. VWhitson bought this | otin 1883 for $250 and
built a small frame house. [In 1905 he noved the frame house up Washington Road,
ptill stand at 19) and replacedit with this brick structure.

| 200. 176 12 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1950) Recent frame and concrete bl ock parking
and apartment structure associatedwith 176 E Chestnut St.

(Central Avenue intersection)

C 201. 184 E Chestnut St. Dr. T. C Smth House (ca. 1890) Inposing two-and-half
story frame house featuring a formal facade dom nated by a tall gabled dorner
ornamented with Stick style-like Gothic appliques (knees and pointed arches),
brackets and a bargeboard with savmends. A bracketed front porch has been
enclosed and the whole house rather sadly accommbdated to | ow rent apartnents.

C 202. 189 E Chestnut St. Annie Wst House. (ca. 1900) Picturesque half-timbered
cottage designed by R S Smith, one-and-half story, featuring "veranda"
across facade beneath a large central gable and smaller flanking dorners.
(Stylistic link toBiltmore Village). Half timbered image inparted vi a pebbl edash
and applied stickwork.

P 203. 191 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895) Picturesque two-story shingled cottage featuring
an octagonal tower corner tower on the east end of its facade countered by an
octagonal pergola-like element developed fromits porch on the west end and surmounted
by a small second-story balcony. Wndows have lattice-mullioned sash.

C 204. 192 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1890) Ranbling two-story multi-gabled composition,
with tovier at entrance. Dormers with flaring eaves. A xanmnumsiding obscures
original weatherboard.

| 205. 201 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1970) One-story L-plan frame house, an out-of-place
contenporary tract house with vertical plywood siding and trailer w ndows.

C 206. 202 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895 Two-story side-hall-plan triple-A house, portion
of porch enclosed, ashestos shingles obscure original sheathing.
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P 207.

| 208.

C 209

C 210.

C 211.

P 212

C 213

206 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895) Picturesque two-story cottage, shingle above
weat her board, gable roof forns. Features square central tower with tall
pyram dal roof abutting a jettied second-story bay. Queen- Anne-infl uenced
Tom Wolfe's sister, Mable Wlfe Weaton, reportedly lived i nhouse for nany
years

209 E Chestnut St. (1979) Modern one-story L-plan office building. Looks rather
like tract house to west (at 201). Stained weatherboard, gable roof

212 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1905) Two-story double-pile-plan variant Colonial
Revival house. Shingled second floor, weatherboarded first floor. Features

a Palladian window i n a central gabled dormer. One-story Tuscan porch devel ops
a central portico that thymes the roof dormer. Undercut joist extensionsin
eaves. Sun room extends on porch to east. Has been apartmentized.

215 E Chestnut St. Cormmodor e Apartnents (ca. 1920) Large, boxy four-story
apartment block with brushed brick facade. Features tiled entrance hood
centered on facade and tiled and bracketed pent or shed roof below the parapet.
Contrasting masonry highlights and decorative brick panels on facade.

218 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1900) Two-story double-pile-plan variant Colonial
Revival house. Plays informality against formality i na gabled projecting bay

to west of entrance. This gable presents shingles, boxed and nol ded cornice
returns, and a small round-arch windowinits peak. Rest of house i s weatherboard
Has been apartmentized, porch enclosed on east end.

223 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895) Inposing two-story frame house built by architect
and builder James A Tennent, who sold it to Senator Jeter Conly Pritchard in
1904. A boxy weatherboard formunder a multi-gabled roof. Projecting bays
break up the mass only slightly. Most exterior interest derives fromthe porch
which carries across the principal (north) elevation and around to the east

and features heavy scroll brackets beneath a cut-out frieze and a simlarly
massive two-tiered porch rail, running arches over spindles. The house is
quasi-formally organized around a central hallway richly paneled i n a Steanboat
Gothic node. Fine mlled and tiled mantel and fireplace compositions. Paneled
sliding doors, wainscotting. An exceptional interior. Senator Pritchard had
been elected to the Senate unpen Zeb Vance's death in 1894 and then elected

to a full six-year termin 1897. I n 1903 he accepted a position with Southern
Rai |l way and noved t o Asheville fromMarshall. J. A Tennent was active in
Asheville ca. 1875-1900. Designed the 1876-1903 Courthouse, the first City Hall

225-227 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1910) Two-story frame duplex. Hip roof. Shingle
above weat herboard with flare at base of shingled second floor.



ovp 102*001a

FHS-»-300 (11-7S)

United

EXP 12-31-84'

States Department off the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For HCP.S use only

Uatmn?;"" Register of Hastoric PSaces reeeive-d
Inventory—”"lomlnation Form date entered

Qntinuation sheet DESCR PTI ON [temnunt)er 7 Page thirty

C 214

P 215.

(Charlott

C 216.

Cc 217.

C 218

C 219

P 220.

235-237 E Chestnut St. (md-19th c.) One-story saddl ebag-plan weatherboarded
frame house with ell. Features central gable on facade with vertical stickwork
above a lightly denticulated cornice. Tradition maintains this house i s ca. 1870
or before, i.e., the oldest structure on street. No history known.

243 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1895) Nicely-conposed Queen-Anne house, shingle on
frame. Major and mnor gables presented to street. The major gable features
scal | opped shingles inits jettied peak. Mlded cornice with mnimal returns.
Jerkinheaded dorners. The building's one-story porch features a gabled entrance
with a heavy-menber lattice tynmpanum supported by brackets and similar heavy
stick brackets on its plain square posts. The building has been convertedto
apartments but i s basically unaltered, and well-maintained, on its exterior.

e Street intersection)

276 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1920) Altered two-story shingled house. Asymmetrical
composition with broad, open eave displaying sawn rafter extension. One-story
porch enclosed during a high quality remodeling.

289 E Chestnut St. Ansonia Apartments (ca. 1925) Stuccoed three-story M ssion
style apartment building. Parapet and tiled pent roof beneath it impart the
M ssion image. Symmetrical three-bay facade. Altered bay wi ndows to sides.

291 E Chestnut St. VWhitman-Yarrow Apartments. (ca. 1925) Stuccoed two-story
M ssion style apartnment building. Simlarly as Ansonia Apts., parapet and tiled
pent —here over central bay only--impart image. Symmetrical three-bay facade.

293 E Chestnut St. (ca. 1925) Altered grand bungal ow type with multi-slope
gabl ed dorner. Qutrigger bracing under eave. Porch, which extended beyond
body of house on one side, has been encl osed.

301 E Chestnut St. Princess Anne Hotel. (ca. 1920) Rectilinear L-plan
building, three stories on a full basenent and randomcoursed stone foundation.
The building's planar surface i s sheathed i n shingles. A noderate, boxed
cornice circxamscribesthe structure. A one-story Tuscan porch i s appended

to the west end of the Chestnut Street wing. Second- and third-story bay

wi ndows project above secondary entrances toward the end of each wing and

light the associatedstairwells. The principal entrance i s recessed at the
ground floor of the building's main corner, which is clipped and thus
addresses the Furman and Chestnut intersection. A nmeager porte cochere appears
to have been added at this corner, beneath another second- and third-floor

bay wi ndow. Corinthian colums accent the entrance inside the spacious

| obby. A stairway descends into the |obby froma bayed projection i nthe
building's crook. The Princess Anne was built by a Mss Anne O Connell

and operated as a hotel by various ovmers until 1945 when it becane an

annex t o Appal achian Hall Psychiatric Hospital. |In 1947 it reopened as a hotel
and has since 1957 specialized i nretirement accommodations.
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Broad Street
(East from Merrimon Avenue)

| 221. 12 Broad St. (recent) Split level frame office building with diagonal wood siding,

C 222. 16 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Stuccoed two-story cottagewith tile roof. Vaguely
Medi terranean.

C 223. 21Broad St. (ca. 1915) Two-story frame house with intersecting gable roofs.
Shingl e above weat herboard.

C 224. 22 Broad St. (ca. 1905) Well-detailed two-story cottage, shingle above weather-
board. Gable roof i scontinuous across porch on facade. Flare at base of
shingled second floor. Boxed windows. Shingled second-story wi ndow hoods.
Possibly an R S Smith design.

C 225. 25 Broad St. (early 20th c.) Two-story frame structure featuring rounded bay
w ndow t owest. Has suffered alumnum siding and conversiont oapartnments.

C 226. 28-32Broad St. (ca. 1925) Two-story brushed brick apartment complex. Building
mass i s well sub-dividedwith projecting and receding sections. Two-story
gallery i srecessed courtyard. Entrance portico has tiled roof.

(N. Liberty Street intersection)

C 227. 49 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Large two-story hip-roof box, shingle above pebbl edash.
Features pergola-like element at end of porch on facade (has been partially
encl osed). Apartmentized.

(Washington Road intersection)

C 228. 85 Broad St. (ca. 1920) Two-story hip-roof box, shingle above Gernman siding,
inset porch, good detailing, hood over entrance.

229. 86 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Gabl e-on bungal ow. Aliam nimsiding.
230. 87 Broad St. (ca. 1895) One-story L-plan frame house, sawtooth frieze i ngables.
231. 88 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Gabl e-on bungal ow with shingles.

232. 90 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Gable-on shingled bungal ow.

(@) (@) (@) o O

233. 91 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Two-story gabled house with flaring eaves and with
rafters exposed i neaves. Alum num siding.

(Madi son Avenue intersection)

C 234. 97 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Two-story hip-roof box, shingle above weatherboard.
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C 235. 98 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Small ganbrel-roof cottage end-on. Al um num

siding.

Cc 236. 101 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Two-story hip--roof box, shingled.

C 237. 102 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Side-hall hip-+roof box with shingled gable.

C 238. 106 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Side-hall hip--roof box with shingled gable.

C 239. 107 Broad St. (ca. 1915) Two-story hip-sroof box, shingle above weatherhboard.
Unusual tripartite symetry.

C 240. |l Broad St. (ca. 1915) Gabled one-story frame house. Al umi num siding.

C 241. 120Broad St. (ca. 1910) Two-story hip-roof box. Al unminum siding.

C 242. 121Broad St. (ca. 1910) Two-story L-plan formi nfront of older (or newer)
hip roof section.

C 243. 124 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Heavily renmodeled two-story hi proof box. A um num
siding.

C 244. 1258Broad St. (ca. 1885) Bracketed two-story house featuring a projecting
clipped-corner bay with independent hipped cap. One-story porch with
delicate open arches and central pendants between its turned posts. Boxed
cornice with returns.

C 245. 126 Broad St. (ca. 1910)

C 246. 129 Broad St. (ca. 1925)

C 247. 131 Broad St. (ca. 1925)

C 248. 133 Broad St. (ca. 1885)
cornice with returns, 2/2 sash, bay window t owest. One-story porch waps
around projecting bay onprincipal elevation.

C 249. 134 Broad St. (ca. 1910) Two-story hi prpof box with additions.

C 250. 137 Broad St. (ca. 1925) Gabl e-on bungal ow, shingl ed.

Baird Street

(East from Charlotte Street)

C 251. 13 Baird St.
ornamented gable t ostreet.
latticed bungal oid sash.

porch,

(ca. 1910) Shingled two-story box presentingbroad stickwork-
Bol d brackets support eave.

One-story shed
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C 252. 14 Baird St. (ca. 1920) Two-story brick house, bungal oid sash.

C 253. 15 Baird St. (ca. 1915) Shingle over weatherboard box, one-story shed porch
with gabled end bay.

C 254. 19 Baird St. (ca. 1915) Weatherboarded gambrel-roof cottage with second-
floor wing over carport, altered shed porch.

C 255. 20 Baird St. (ca. 1920) Dutch Colonial-inspired gambrel-roof cottage with
shed dormer, weatherboarding.

C 256. 23 Baird St. (ca. 1915) Weatherboarded two-story box with central gable,
shed porch, bungal oid sash.

(Al bemarl e Road intersection)

257, 25 Baird St. (ca, 1915) Weatherboarded two-story box with shed porch with
central gable.

258. 33 Baird St. (ca. 1915) Weatherboarded two-story box with central gable
and wrap-around shed porch.

259. 36 Baird St. (late 19th c.) Altered weatherboarded one-story frame cottage
with exterior end chimeys. Porch enclosed as sun room

260. 41 Baird St. (ca. 1915) German sided two-story frame box with central gable.
porch enclosed.

C 261, 46 Baird St. (ca. 1905) Sonmewhat remodeled R S Smith-type cottage: conplex
roof forms including prom nent clipped gable, wrap-around porch. Has received
alum num siding.

262, 47 Baird St. (ca. 1920) Two-and-half-story frame grand bungal ow-type with shed
dormer. Arched beamcarries porch roof across facade. Alum num siding.

(Al'bemarle Place intersection)

P 263. 60 Baird St. Edvvard |. Hol nes House. (ca. 1883) El aborated frame two-story
double-pile plan house. Hip roof with internal brick chimeys. Gabl ed
projecting bays on each elevation. Two-story service wing to rear with
clipped gable roof. Paneled two-story bay window to east, one-story bay
wi ndow to west. One-story porch across principal (south) elevation and around,
to west. Chanfered posts with opaque shoulder brackets, el aborate scrollwork
balustrade. Sawn modillion blocks in eave, raked molding. Tall wi ndows with
212 sash. No other 19th-century building in Asheville, especially of the finer
sort, isas little altered as this house. Interior woodv/ork includes: an open

stringer stairway with bracketed face, turned balusters, and heavy turned

newel post; heavily-molded five panel doors i n molded surrounds with corner

bl ocks; hea-vy millwork mantels on tiled fireplaces. A service stair ascends
froma transverse hallway, hypen to the service wing. A small board-and-batten
hip-roof carriage house remains behind the structure. Edward J. Hol nes and Jane
Cheeseborough Hol mes bought this property fromthe Fattens in 1883 and shortly
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thereafter built this substantial dwelling. I ti sstill i nthe Hol nmes
famly.

(Furman Avenue intersection)

C 264. 72Baird St. (ca. 1915) Shingled two-story house with one-story porch
on posts with knee braces. Not a standard plan, a picturesque cottage.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699  -X_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_2L. 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention JL other (specify)
health care
Specific dates 1865-1929 Builder Architect various

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

Chestnut Hill i sarelatively conpact |ate-nineteenth- and early-twentieth century
residential neighborhood adjacent t odowntown Asheville, North Carolina. The area
reflects theremarkably cosmopolitan character themountain town quickly acquired once
rail transportation opened i ttotouristsand investors i nthe 1880s. Practically

all of the nmore than 200 buildings i nthedistrict were originally single-famly
dwellings. Architecturallythey range fromthelocal in-town vernacular of the period
to sophisticated versions of thenationally popular Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and
Shingle styles. At least twolocally-important architects' works are represented:

J. A Tennent and R S Smith. Tennent designed Asheville's important [|ate-nineteenth-
century nmunicipal buildings. Smith, who cane t oAsheville with thefirm of Richard
Morris Hunt t owork at Bilt:more House and stayed on, first, as Vanderbilt's staff
architect and, later, i nprivate practice, contributed at |east eight stylistically-
hybrid original designs tothedistrict andinfluenced many more. Several figures

of statewide and one of national significance lived i nthearea: State Attorney
General Theodore S Davidson built a grand Queen Anne style hone there; U S Senator
Jeter Conley Pritchard resided for several years i nthehouse that archil”ect Tennent
designed for himself; nationally-known tuberculosis specialist Dr. Carl Von Ruck operated
his famed sanitorium fromhis hone i nthedistrict for many years. All of the
thenes important t oAsheville's turn-of-the-century devel opment—and speculation,
tourism health resort, philanthropy, and sophisticated architecture—are well
represented i nthis surviving in-town residential neighborhood.

CR TER A ASSESSMENT

A The Chestnut Hill Historic District reflectsall of thethenes inmportant t owestern
North Carolina's turn-of-the-century urban devel opnent.

B. Several residents of t heneighborhood played significantroles i nlocal, state,
and national history.

C As acollectionof stylish turn-of-the-century domestic buildings. Chestnut Hill
is rivaled in western North Carolina only by her larger sister neighborhood to the
west, theMntford Area National Register Historic District.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See encl osed planametric nap of Asheville, N C, outlined i n red.
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Bunconbe County, newly created in 1792, was in search of a county seat. The North
Carolina General Assenbly appointed a conmission to fi xthe center of town, and the
site they choose was a nost natural one. The area had certain geographical advantages:
it was on a slight plateau; i thad been the crossroad of the Cherokees and other
earlier travelers; and i twas already the homesite for several settlers. First

called Morristown, the center of town was |ocated on a portion of what is now Pack
Square. By 1797 the state legislature incorporated and officially changed the nane

of this village to "Asheville" in honor of Governor Sanuel Ashe.-“ Inincorporating
the village, the legislature referred to a 200 acre land tract which John Burton

had obtained from the state in 179%.

Burton had laid out a north-south street along an ol d Indian path and
platted forty-twolots of about one-half acre each on either side of the
street, which became North and South Main and eventually, Broadway and
Biltmore Avenue.”

Burton deeded sizeable tracts of his land to several of Asheville's moredistinguished
early residents, including Captain John Patton (1794), Col. W Iliam Davidson (1795)
and Zebulon Baird (1795).~

Tradition maintains that Orange Street (part of the Chestnut Hill Historic District)
formed the northern boundary of Burton's original village plan. Naturally Grange Street,
as one of the outermost areas within the village, was farmand and woods. Thus a house
on Orange Street demolished in 1978, i f indeed i tcontained a log sectionbuilt in

1830 as tradition maintains, was |ikely the seat of a small frontier farm rather than

an in-town dwelling.*"

AH+lic Square (now known as Pack Square) was officially named in 1805 and i t soon
becane the center hub of this mountain village.

Fromthe Square the first trails were leading out that would in time become
thoroughfares, Patton Avenue, Montford Avenue, Broadway and Merrinon Avenue.
Here and there on farmands that would eventually becone part of the City
infrequent cabin-raisin' soccurred, while about the Square huddled the |og
courthouse and less than a score of equally primtive buildingsthat conprised
"But a small and struggling village.'?

During nmost of the nineteenth century, Merrinon Avenue, (Chestnut Hill's western boundary)
was known as Beaverdam Road and ran north to Beaverdam (a pioneer settlement about five
mles north of the County Courthouse) from the Square. The making of Merrinmon and other
early roads were significant in Asheville's devel opnment from a geographically isolated
area to a center easily accessible for growth.

The Bunconmbe County turnpi ke which reached Asheville in 1827 provided an avenue for
trade as well as an opportunity for visitors to explore the village, then nunbering
about 350 inhabitants. "The carriage trade had been conming here since about 1827,

when the Bunconbe Turnpi ke was conpleted from Saluda Gp through Asheville and Verm
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Springs (now Hot Springs) to the Tennessee State line." By 1850 Asheville had

grown to 520 people and included schools,stores, churches and a bank. The city

limts had been extended in 1849 to include al |l property withinone mle of the

courthouse. Hence, the entire Chestnut Hill area was within the city boundaries,
t hough none of the hones presently within the district had been built.

However, the most important transportation phenormena to cone to Asheville was the
railroad. As early as 1856 construction had begun on a western North Carolina
railroad but three factors seriously delayed itscompletion: the Civil Wr, the
Swepson-Littlefield scandle, and the physical/geographical challenge of running

nine mles of railroad tracts to connect two points only 34 air mles apart through
the Swannanoa Gyp. S i tws not until "October 2, 1880, the first engine, in steam *
on rails arrived at Asheville. |t ws net by hundreds of people in great jubilation."
"WC cane into itsow as a resort area with the opening of railroads into Asheville
bet ween 1880-1890. That decade saw the beginnings of the tourist industry... ."8

The railroad brought to Asheville itsfirst major growth spurt during this 1880-1890
period. However, the Chestnut Hill area saw sone building activity even before this
construction/population boomhad begun.

Ni chol as Woodfin held part of the Chestnut Hill land at md-century. H built a brick
hone whi ch anchored North Main Street several blocks off the Square and owned nore
slaves tdHian anyone else in the county. In 1863 he sold four acres for $925 to George T

Spears, wio built a brick house at 53 Orange Street soon afterwards.” The brick for
the Spears house as well as the brick for the county's sixth courthouse built in 1876
was made at abrickyard located on Clayton Street and operated by Ephraim Clayton, one
of western North Carolina's nost active building contractor in the decades prior to
the Civil War.10 M. Clayton also owned land in the Chestnut Hill area and sold a
sizeable tract of land to his new enployee, Albert Bunn. Bunn, who had |earned the
brick-making trade in England, came to Asheville upon the invitation of the contractor.
H bought this land around 1879 and built a honme for himself on Clayton Street.

Land speculators began realizing the potential of Asheville's growth as the railroad
brought nore people to the nmountains. (e particular speculator eyed a large portion

of the Chestnut Hill area. Ms. Alice T Connally-whose husband John Kerr Connal |y
built a brick mansion known as "Fernihurst" in South Asheville in 1875—purchased
thirty-seven lots between Merrimon and Charlotte streets, Murdock (now Hillside)

and Chestnut streets. She purchased this land in 1881 from Charles Kerrison for $6,000. 12
Ms. Connally and other speculators were surely pleased as the 1890 census revealed a
popul ation growth of nearly five times that of ten years ago, a total of 11,913.1%

The 1890 Asheville City Directory indicates annual visitors totaling 50,000 and at |east
400 houses "...in the course of erection."1” chestnut Hill was the scene of nuch of this
building activity.

The 1890 Asheville City Directory notes additional hones on East Chestnut Street,
Orange Street, Clayton Street, Broad and North Liberty streets. (Incidentally, Chestnut
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and Orange streets were naned accordingtotheir vegetati on—©Orange for nock orange.)'"''”
The variations of architecture and style indicate a neighborhood m xed with magnificent
hones, guest cottages, and m ddle-classdwellings. Two architects set thenood for
several of thehones i nthis area. The nane R S Smith i nthearchitectural world
carried with it high credentials that were brought t ot heChestnut Hill area. He
advertised hi s business as "R S Smith, Architect, Paragon Building. Eight years
with thelate M. R M Hunt. Sixyears resident architect for G W Vanderbilt, Esqg."
Smith remained i nAsheville after hiswork for Vanderbilt had ended and began t o change
the conplexion of Asheville. Hi s designs gave areas such as Biltmore Village, Montford,
downt own Asheville and Chestnut Hill rmuch of their unique flavor. Smith designedthe
bl ock of hones on t henorth side of East Chestnut, including four rental cottagesfor
Dr. J. E David (numbers 138, 144, 156 and 160) around 1900, and Dr. H S Lanbert's
hone at 166 East Chestnut (ca. 1896). Other residential buildings i ntheareaare
likely Smth designs or at |east, inspired by his talents.

Anot her architect who touched Asheville and Chestnut Hill was J. A Tennent. He
designed t he 1876 Courthouse, later the 1892 City Hall, and his hone at 223 E Chest nut
around 1895.18 Tennent sold his hone t o another prom nent Asheville resident. Senator
Jeter C Pritchard i n 1904.

Senator Pritchard was known and respected locally as well as nationally. His

positions as associate editor of a Tennessee newspaper, a representative tothe North
Carolina General Assembly (from Madison County) i n 1885, 1887, and 1891, andas a U S
Senator first filling the unexpired termof Senator Zebulon B Vance upon his death

and then serving an elected t emfrom 1897 t o0 1903 brought hi mnuch recognition.

Senator Pritchard became a judge i n1903 when Presi dent Roosevelt appointed hi mt o the
U S Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, a position he held until his death i n1921 and
in which:

...he Dbore a conspicuous part i ntheadmnistration of justice i nthat
high court, winning a national reputation for his finely discrimnating
and wel | - bal anced judgment, his clemency where mercy was deserved, and
the severity with which he punished those who had knowi ngly and wilfully
violated thelaws of thecountry. So brilliant was his record on the
bench of theDistrict Court that he won theplaudits of both bench and
bar, as well as thehigh comendati on of President Roosevelt.19

Other significant homes i nthis area built during theturn of thecentury include
Beaufort Lodge at 61 North Liberty. This hone was built i n1895 by former State

Attorney General and prom nent local citizen Theodore Davidson. Davidson was one
of t heBunconbe County Riflemen whomarched anway fromAsheville on April 18, 1861

to join thesouth i ntheCivil War. H was sixteen years ol d at the tine.”O

Davi dson was a State Senator from 1879 t o 1883, North Carolina' sAttorney General

from 1885t 0 1893, a representative t ot heNorth Carolina House i n1903, and mayor
of Asheville and presiding Justice of thecrimnal court of Bunconbe County.21
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The Wlliam R Whitson house (ca. 1905) at 176 East Chestnut Street gave further
stature tothealready inpressive neighborhood. "Whitson bought this |ot i n 1883
for $250 (conpare with Lanbert's $2,000 for thel ot across Washington Street i n
1896) and built a small frame house. Around 1905 he noved t he frane house up
Washi ngton Street and replaced i twith this brick structure."22 whitson, a lal*yer,
was t he descendant of one of the founding fathers of Bunconbe County and carried
his nare. 22

Though generally considered a fine housing district during itsday. Chestnut Hill

still reflectedvarying grades of housing. Businessnmen, |awyers, teachers, and "3
other professionals lived alongside and often with servants and sinmple working folk.

Al so added t othese people was a steady stream of visitors who were attractedto
Asheville's climate, beauty, and it shealing sanitorium. Dr. J. E David purchased
land on East Chestnut Street frompublic-spirited George Pack, and enployed R S Snmith,
the architect, tobuild four rental cottages for these visitors. Oher Chestnut Hill
buildings reflecting Asheville's residential and tourist building boom of the 1920s
include five apartment buildings on East Chestnut Street alone: The Jefferson
apartments (116) , Lunsford Apartnents (250) , Cormodore Apartments (215), Ansonia
Apartments (289) and t he Whi t man- Yarrow Apartments (291). The Princess Anne Hotel

(301 E Chestnut) was built "intheroaring 20's"24 by Mss Anne O Connell who operat ed
the hotel for several years. Although i t changed owners several times, it remined a
hotel until 1945 when i t becare a tenporary unit of Appalachian Hall. 1 n 1947 i t again
returned t ouse as a hotel until 1957 when it s owner opened thePrincess Anne as a
retirement hotel. Several homes i nthearea also advertised as boarding hones which
woul d suit theresident and visitor alike. These 1920s structures are nore urban-

like, indicatingtheclose proximty of theCity with Chestnut Hill, and their simlar
growt h.

Asheville's reputation as a health resort i salso evident i nChestnut Hill. The health
haven thene was pronoted by Asheville's residents as early as 1895. The Ladi es Thanks-
giving Day edition of The Asheville Daily Citizen for theyear 1895 declare:

Asheville has theideal climate for theinvalid, owing tothe altitude
(2,280 feet above sea level), thesumer brings no terror, and the system
is well toned up by the coolness and bracing effect of thewinter, which

is shorn of itsharshness by reason of the southern latitude. This plateau
is especially known for thegreat anount of sunshine, particularly i nthe”5
winter, thus inducing out-of-doors exercise, riding, driving or strolling.

George Pack arrived i nAsheville i n 1895 because of t hepoor health of his wife, and
remai ned here t oproduce a great inpact on thecity. Wereas nost of t hepeople cane
to Asheville toconsune itsvaluable resources. Pack gave generously t o Asheville

in return. H "...was public spirited and liberal i nthesupport of al | good causes
and institutions."26 Hislove of forests and nature i sreflectedi ntherestrictions
he placed i nhis deed t o Dr. David:
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It i s understood and agreed by and between the parties to this deed that
the vendor herein his heirs and assigns shall never build on the |and
hereby conveyed any house or part thereof, except the step, nearer than
fifty feet to the Northern margin of Chestnut Street...2'

Thus George Pack, along with other health seekers, pleasure seekers, capitalists,
scientists, and artisans fromall over the country cane to Asheville tovisit and live.
The restrictions i n Pack's deed perhaps encouraged Dr. David's planting of sycanore
trees along East Chestnut, which remain a source of visual enjoyment today.28

The health retreat thene was a strong one i nbringing people to western North Carolina.
Dr. Carl Von Ruck, after being born i n Turkey (1849), studying medicine i n Gernany,
England and the University of M chigan and Ohio, cane to Asheville i n 1888 because

of hisinterest inthe disease of tioberculosis. Although the tuberculosis institute
he opened, Wnyah Sanatorium was not within the Chestnut Hill District, his hone was
and presently stands i nthe District at 52 Al bermarle Place.

Ohce the present house was two houses and the towering music room or
bal [room was built around 1900 by the late Dr. Carl Von Ruck, who used
the huge roomto join tw houses between which a street once ran.29

Von Ruck's sanatoriiam | eaped to national fame when Dr. Von Ruck announced thedi scovery,
and the resulting success of a vaccine which bore his nane.

An admitted inprovement of the specific known as 'tuberculin', discovered
and given to the profession by the emnent Dr. Kach, Dr. Von Ruck's
vaccine, given by inoculation, met with surprising results, and the
patients inall walks of life came fromfar and near.30

Dr. Von Ruck brought rmuch prestige to the area, and many were saddened by his death
in 1921.

Anot her significant structure within this District was the Orange Street School.
(pened as a granmar school in 1888, i tlater becane Asheville's first high school,
and though it was denolished i n 193971 i s renenbered f or several reasons. |tsfirst
superintendant was P P Claxton, who |ater became a U S Conmi ssioner of Education.
Charles A Vebb, an instructor at the school, |ater becarme President of the Citizen-
Times Conpany. Asheville's native son, Thormas Wl fe, renenbered the Orange Street

School inhis letters and books. Inwriting to his beloved instructor at the school,
Margaret Rogers, he states '...| have only three great great teachers inny short

but eventful life and...you are one of these."32

Chestnut Hill had special significance for the young boy, Tom Wolfe. His parents were

married on Baird Street, and hi s mother began her real estate business inthe building
on the corner of Charlotte and East Chestnut streets. But the Orange Street School
held fond nenories for young Tom revealed as he writes to his mther while a student
at Harvard:
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| think often of ny childhood lately, of those warmhours i nthebedof
winter mornings; of thefirst ringing of theOange Street bell; of

papa's bi g voice shouting fromthefoot of thestair, 'Get up, boy..

In conclusion. Chestnut Hill represents a mcrocosmof t hegrowth and devel opment of
the city of Asheville. Fromits beginning stages as a neighborhood that grew from

the outlying district of a frontier town; toan area influenced by t he construction/
popul ation growth brought on by therailroad; toaresidential area attracting famed
architects, professionals, and m ddle class people, t oan area reaching out even nore
to the public i ntheformof a school, hotel, stores, apartments, and a sanatorium
Chestnut Hill i sindeed unique. As Douglas Smaimstates i nhis book. Cabins &Castles,
"The history of this small plot of |and near downtown Asheville introduces nost of

the themes which underwritethespecial qualities of thetown's finer turn-of-the-
century and early twentieth-century residential devel opment."34
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