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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The conbento consists of a ground level basement and living quar­ 
ters located in the main floor directly over the basement. Presently, 
the living quarters consist of an office, kitchen, all purpose room, 
bath 5 and two bedrooms.

Immediately adjacent to the conbento is the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Sorrows. The image was quite possible brought to Guam in the 1600's 
from Spain. All that remains of the image are the head and arms.

The conbento has slowly changed over the years since its construc­ 
tion in 1856X However, the integrity of the^exterior appearance has 
been maintained. After Typhoon Karen in 19o3, the conbento's roof was 
replaced although the roof it replaced was not the original.

In 1971 ^due to the serious deteriorating condition of the structure 
a major renovation occurred. An entirely new floor with steel supports 
was installed. Two new interior walls were constructed. Ifil beams 
from an old house in Merizo were placed in the all purpose room as 
ceiling beams. Two new exterior walls on the north and easJL side were 
constructed since additions were required. The original Exterior walls 
were retained as interior walls. The new exterior walls are essentially 
the same appearance as the original walls. However, the four original 
exterior walls of three foot thick manposteria still remain along with 
the Spanish-style steps leading up to the main entrance to the living 
quarters.
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The Conbento has been the rectory for the parishes 
of Umatac and Merizo since its construction in 1856 
with the exception of during World War II. During World 
War II, the Conbento was used by the Japanese occupation 
forces as a post and prison. Currently the Conbento is 
the oljiest continually occupied structure on Guam.



Beaty s Janice J. 9 Discovering Guam, Faith Book Store,
Agana, Guam, 1967.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY V

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW o i „ o i a

NE ° ° 
SE * i » 
SW a. • - .0

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THu. Ctr-iTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

L A TITU^DE— '*""""' ^

Degrees Minutesg^Second^_^.

144° 39' 58"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 - \ i : >.... . ..... .. - .... ....... .. —————— x'^v- '• '. -' 1 ,

>l LONGITUDE

-D^rees Minutes

13° 15

,-

Seconds
n

52

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OJS C6EJN TY '0X3UM D^ftR,! ES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY /V--N' f)--^*'^*

COUNTY: / ~r-! f£g j

COUNTY: V—;.. NAllOjN

%\ REG1ST,

_x,/\

1 1974 ^ 
^

COUNTY: \//>^. : \V^

NAME AND TI TLE:

David T. Lotz, Planner
ORGANIZATION

Parks and Recreation Resources Division

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

iliiiii

DATE

January 8,
STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 682
CITY OR TOWN:

Agana

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National- -rSk , State [~X Local Q

Name tff\ ' •----]--- -yjfy-g*

Title director of Commerce

Date Oanuary 24, 1974

STATE

Guam

1974

CODE

87

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

£yC--'T\ £^^-c5^— H^'L4?j£^i4__,*-'<~^_
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date £/ / I / • ^f

ATTEST:
/* j /?

fa //~~)/'^ 1 / (s'T i j^\_ --1 \

Keeper of THe National Register 

Date 6/ * ' r ^Y

rn 
rn

•H 

TO

C

n
H

tx>

GPO 931.894


