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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The conbento consists of a ground level basement and living quar-
ters located in the main floor directly over the basement. Presently,
the 1iving quarters consist of an office, kitchen, all purpose room,
bath, and two bedrooms.

Immediately adjacent to the conbento is the Shrine of Our Lady
of Sorrows. The image was quite possible brought to Guam in the 1600's
from Spain. A1l that remains of the image are the head and arms.

The conbento has slowly changed over the years since its construc-
tion in 1856.” However, the integrity of thgq exterior appearance has
been maintained. After Typhoon Karen in 1925?-the conbento's roof was
replaced although the roof it replaced was not the original.

In 1971 “due to the serious deteriorating condition of the structure,
a major renovation occurred. An entirely new floor with steel supports
was installed. Two new interior walls were constructed. Ifil beans
from an old house in Merizo were placed in the all purpose room as
ceiling beams. Two new exterior walls on the north and east side were
constructed since additions were required. The originalvéxterior walls
were retained as interior walls. The new exterior walls are essentially
the same appearance as the original walls. However, the four original
exterior walls of three foot thick manposteria still remain along with
the Spanish-style steps leading up to the main entrance to the living
quarters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Conbento has been the recfory for the parishes
of Umatac and Merizo since its construction in 1856
with the exception of during World War II. During World
War II, the Conbento was used by the Japanese occupation
forces as a post and prison. Currently the Conbento is
the qlﬁest continually occupied structure on Guam.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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