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MRA No. 78
INDIVIDUAL DATA SHEET
Property Name Blackburn House Property Owner Howard Records
Location 220 N. 4th Street , W ocsrs Address 220 N. 4th Street
Construction Date 1907 Survey No.- 1473 Rogers, AR 72756

DESCRIPTION

The Blackburn House is a one-and-one-half story frame structure on a rusticated lime-
stone foundation built in a transitional style which is dominated largely by
Neoclassical features but possesses modest echoes of late Victorianism. A pyramidal
roof over a basic rectangle is expanded by a gabled front facade and a short gabled
wing on the south. Large gabled dormers providing light to the generous attic floor
project from the front, side, and rear faces of the pyramidal roof. Gables are
surfaced with imbricated shingle work. A deep wrap-around porch is supported by
composite columns made of tapering round classical shafts on piers of rusticated
limestone. Windows of the attic dormers have six panes above and fixed shingle panes
below. Most other windows are one-over-one double-hung. Novelty siding sheaths the
exterior with a wide two-part entablature under a projecting roof cornice. High-grade
pine is used throughout the interior and has been finished with clear varnish to
exhibit exquisite patterns of southern yellow curly pine.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criterion: B, C Area of significance: Architecture, Commerce

The Blackburn House was built in 1907 by J.A.C. Blackburn, prominent lumberman, philan-
thropist, and U.S. Senator from Arkansas. Blackburn's family were early settlers of
War Eagle (15 miles east of Rogers) and with the Van Winkle family were principals in
establishing the productive lumber industry at War Eagle, which for two generations
supplied north Arkansas with structural and finished wood products. Seventeen thousand
acres of timberland were under management and three million board feet were produced in
prime years. Blackburn chose Rogers as his prime residence and built this house as a
show-piece for beautiful pine woodwork and as a model of contemporary residential
technology. His modern plumbing, designed with a septic tank, was a model for much
subsequent Rogers building. Blackburn was influential in the development of the first
municipal sewage system in the city. He was noted for his charitable service to the
community; he regularly provided food and clothing to the needy, made building
materials available to churches at generous discounts, and was a driving force for the

Acreage less than 1 acre

Verbal Boundary Description Lots 1 and 4, Block 37, B.F. Sikes Addition

Quadrangle Name Rogers, Ark. Quadrangle Scale 1:24000

UTM Reference: Zone 15 Easting 399505 Northing 4021500




MRA No. 78
INDIVIDUAL DATA SHEET

Property Name Blackburn House Property Owner
Location Address
Construction Date Survey No.-1473

DESCRIPTION

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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establishment of public schools throughout Northwest Arkansas. The Blackburn House has
had excellent continuous care with a minimum of modification inside and out, and

survives as the only intact structure representative of Blackburn's contribution to
Benton County's lumber industry.
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
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