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1. Name

For NPS use only

received ‘JUL 3 ‘ ‘985
AG 29 1985

date entered

historic Lachlin McTaggart House

and/'or common

2. Location

street & number

224 L Street

—_not for publication

city, town Hoquiam —_ vicinity of

state Washington code 053 county Grays Harbor code 027

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

____district ____ public _X_occupied ____agriculture —___ museum

_%X_ building(s) _X_private ____unoccupied ____commercial ____park

—___structure ____both ____work in progress ____educational _X__private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment —religious

___ object ___in process —___yes: restricted —_government ____ scientific
____being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted ___industrial —— transportation
n/a no ____ military other:

4. Owner of Property

name

Donald and Shirlee Lower

street & number

224 L Street

city, town

Hoquiam

____vicinity of

state Washington 98550

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

Grays Harbor County Courthouse

street & number

100 West Broadway

city, town

Montesano

state Washington 98563

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Washington State Inventory

title

of Cultural Resources

has this property been determined eligible?

___yes X no

date

1984

__ federal

__X state

___county ___ local

depository for survey records

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation

city, town

111 W. 21st, Olympia

state Washington 98504




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_excellent . deteriorated ___ unaltered _X__ original site

___good - ____ruins _X_ altered ___moved date __ e
— fair ~ _ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lachlin McTaggart House faces eastward on a large lot close to downtown Hoquiam. The
well-preserved American Four Square Style house sits on a five foot thick concrete
foundation and rises two and one-half stories. The frame house is covered with six inch
beveled cedar siding. The hipped roof is broken by a shed dormer in the center of the
front facade and has decorative exposed rafters beneath the eaves. Square bay windows are
located on the southeast corner of the first and second stories. An upper bay projects
from the northeast corner of the second floor facade. The main entry is offset to the
north of the facade and has a flat roof porch supported by two sets of three Tuscan
columns and crowned with a balustrade. Beneath the eaves of the porch are exposed
rafters. The glass and wood paneled front door has beveled glass sidelights. One cen-
tral chimney serves the various fireplaces in the home.

Window designs vary. Second floor windows are double-hung sash. Tulip design leaded
glass windows light the landing on the north side and similar leaded glass windows are on
the south side of the living room. Diamond paned windows are in the dormer and on the
second floor. A southside sunporch has arbor-like rafters supported by plain columns
with access to the back parlor through French doors. This same arrangement on a smaller
scale is also at the back door on the south side.

The interior is finished with fir, hemlock, and spruce woods. The entry hall has a
built-in bench adjacent to the stairs. Window seats are in the front parlor and in most
of the five bedrooms. All doors have brass knobs and some original light fixtures are in
the front parlor and upstairs bedrooms. The coved ceilings are bordered by moldings.
French doors separate the back parlor and dining room. Pocket doors separate the parlor
and dining room.

The present owners painstakingly restored the house over a period of five years. Working
from old photographs, they replaced missing or deteriorated decorative elements including
the window muntins and porch .roof balustrade. The interior has been altered somewhat to
accommodate modern conveniences; radiators were removed and a modern kitchen and third
floor party center were added. The Lowers added a gazebo, deck, and spa on the north
side of the house and lamps and lions at the front porch. A fence now replaces the
original hedge. The original sprinkler system has been put back in order.

The owners were fortunate in recovering many fixtures and pieces of furniture which were
original to the house from sources in the Hoquiam area. They also conferred with the son
of the original builder. Where original fixtures were not available, the Lowers used
period materials.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

_ __ prehistoric . .. archeology-prehistoric _ community planning .. landscape architecture .. . religion

_.—— 14001499 _ . archeology-historic . conservation . law __._. science

- 1500-1599 __ _ agricuiture ... economics ... literature . ._.. sculpture

—_1600-1699 _X_  architecture ... education ... military .- social/

__..1700-1799 _ _ art .. engineering __... music humanitarian

—— 1800-1899 _...commerce ... exploration/settiement ____ philosophy - theater

X 1900- .. communications . ... industry . politics‘government ____ transportation
__ invention ____ other (specity)

Specific dates 1907 ) Builder/Architect Lachlin McTaggart

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Lachlin McTaggart House, built in 1907, is the outstanding example of an American
Four Square Style residence in the Hoquiam area, reflecting a degree of ornament and
level of integrity not found in other houses of the style. Its substantial construction,
fine appointments, and artistic design make the house a showpiece in Hoquiam and a fine
illustration of the large houses built by community leaders in the Grays Harbor area in
the early twentieth century.

The house was built by Lachlin McTaggart in 1907 for $2,000. McTaggart had come from
Iowa to Hoquiam in 1889, the year of Washington's statehood. McTaggart was in the furni-
ture and undertaking businesses, a solid citizen who invested in the Moclips Beach Hotel.
In addition to his business activities, McTaggart was a painter and builder who helped
build area churches in the 1890's. His son remembers that Mr. Crawford, McTaggart's
brother-in-law, helped him construct the house. When McTaggart died in March 1917, he
was memorialized by a large funeral; business houses closed, and six lodges were repre-
sented in the entourage.

Since 1980, the present owners, Donald and Shirlee Lower, have carefully restored the
house to its original condition. The importance of the house to the community is illus-
trated by the fact that over 100 people gave items either original to the house or from
the period for the restoration.

The American Four Square, or Classic Box, Style was a common house type in Washington
State during the first thirty years of the twentieth century, popularized (and standar-
dized) through mail order catalogs and builders' magazines. The house type reflects the
transition from the irregular and asymmetrical houses of the late Victorian period to the
simpler, more cubic architecture of the early twentieth century. Free of extraneous
ornament and complex plans, the Four Square house was easier to build and decidedly more
"modern' than its more colorful Victorian neighbors.

The McTaggart House reflects many of the characteristics of the Four Square Style:
boxlike massing, low pitched hipped roof with overhanging eaves and central dormer,
offset dorway, and minimal allusions to historical styles. At the same time, the
McTaggart house is enlivened by several variations on the Four Square theme. The box-bay
windows, which echo the general massing of the house, also serve to break up the planar
facade, and the brackets beneath the bays provide a scroll-like, vertical movement to the
design. The front entry porch with Tuscan columns provides a popular classical motif
while the exposed rafters and side pergola reflect the traditions of the contemporary
Craftsman Style. This combination of standardized Four Square features with more indi-
vidualized elements distinguishes the McTaggart House from many other Four Square resi-
dences in Hoquiam and makes it a significant representative of its type and period of
construction.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Aberdeen Daily World, TV World, p. C-11, August 25, 1984.
Montesano Vidette, p. 7, August 16, 1984.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __Less than one

Quadrangle name __Hoquiam Quadrangle scale __1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification Block 10, Lots 12 and 13, Corrected Plat of
Hoquiam, Couty of Grays Harbor.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a code county code

state n/a code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Shanna Stevenson

organizatioﬁ date January 1985

street & number 3032 South Lybarger telephone (206) 943-4212
city or town Olympia state Washington 98501

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national ____ state _X_local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Registef and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b} the National Pa}S rvice.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ M f u

title State Historic Preserfatfon Officer date June 19, 1985

For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included in ﬂﬁ‘w:al ﬁgiﬁg

/. O@L@mﬂé‘}w Batlacel Beglster date . 2/7”4‘-
fkéfper' of the National Ryegister f

Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 804-788




