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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cornish House in Bowdoinham, Maine is a highly ornate and late example of
domestic rural architecture in the Italianate style, Built in 1885, the house is
two stories high, of frame construction, with cross-gabled roofs, clapboard siding,
and brick foundation. Fenestration is 6/6, save on the facade (2/2) and east bay
window (1/1). The cornices are elaborately bracketed, and the window trim follows
suit, with gabled lintels containing miniature carved barge-boards.

The 3-bay facade, which faces south, contains a central entrance of double
doors. A one-story porch.covers the first floor of the facade. This carriesia~ -
denticulated and bracketed cornice, supported by carved posts square in section.

A two-story projecting 3-sided bay dominates the east side of the house.
Ornamentation here consists of brackets and a carved panel beneath each window.

An ell with identical detail runs from the rear (north) end of the house to
a one-story shed which connects with an attached 2-story frame carriage house.
The latter atypically repeats the decorative detail of the house to a remarkable
degree.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Probably no more striking example of '"'Gingerbread" decorative detail exists on
any other-Italianate house in Maine. Yet with all of this, the basic scheme of
ornament is pleasingly well conceived and reasonable in proportion. Added to this
is the fact that virtually no alteration or loss of detail has taken place.

Designed by a local architect, George Curtis of Bowdoin, the house attracted
considerable comment at the time of its construction. The Bowdoin Advertiser of
September 11, 1885 commented that, "It is one of the best residences in town and an
ornament to the street, reflecting .great credit on the skill and ability of its
designer..... We congratulate Mr. Cornish in the possession of his beautiful home..."

The present owner is in process of restoring the house to pristine condition.
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