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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The St. Helena Public Library remains unaltered in design since its construction in
1907. Situated at the intersection of Adams Street and Oak Avenue, the Library is
adjacent to the Main Street commercial district and the early residential district
beginning at Oak Avenue and extending southwestward to the hills., Within close
proximity of a few blocks radius of the Library are several churches and schools,
making this intersection a focal point of the St. Helena community.

Designed by local architect, William Corlett, in the Mission Revival style, the
Library with its prominent curvilinear gables, faces Oak Avenue. Essentially
rectangular in floor plan, the Library has two stories with a ground level basement.
Wall surfaces are stucco with decorative tie-rods. A multi-gabled roof carries

dormers with curvilinear gables, also in the Mission style. Rafters are exposed
beneath projecting eaves. A semi-circular arch forms the doorway with plain archi-
volt trim. Windows carry the characteristic semi-circular arch on the first and second
levels; windows on the first level are also rectangular without trim. A plain strlng
course defines the ground-level basement.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The St. Helena Public Library, designed by local architect William Corlett, was
built in 1907 with the assistance of Andrew Carnegie, patron of librairies across
the country. It was St. Helena's first library building; in the 19th century the

St. Helena Library Association and Free Reading Room occupied a number. .of sites
including, in 1886, the front room of the Oddfellows (I,O.0O.F.) Building on
Main Street. Carnegie's grant of $7500.00 was conditional upon the City of

St. Helena purchasing an appropriate site and pledging maintenance of the
building, which was accomplished by a local bond issue.

William Corlett, locally prominent architect from Napa, responsible for the
design of many civic buildings throughout the County, was contracted to execute
the design. The Library is the only example in St. Helena of the Mission Revival
style in a civic building, The versatility of William Corlett, one of several
generations of that family of architects and builders,is seen in a cluster of three
St. Helena buildings within a few blocks of each other: the Library in the Mission
Revival style, the St. Helena Star Building (1900) in the Romanesque Revival,and
the Richie Block (1892) in the Queen Anne style; all executed by Corlett.

The Library Building has served continuously as a Library since 1907. Its location
at the intersection of Adams Street and Oak Avenue is central to a district of
several blocks containing several churches and schools within close proximity

of each other and within walking distance of a major residential neighborhood

of the small community. The unique relationship of Library, churches and schools
has remained unaltered since the early 1900s. However, need for expansion of
the library facilities has led to the construction of a new library building to be
completed in 1979 on another site. It is uncertain as to how the present Library
building will be used in the future but it is hoped this unique social/educational

complex of buildings will be maintained and the St. Helena Library Building turned
to other social uses.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Located on the north-east corner of the intersection of Adams Streét and Oak Avenue,
the nominated property has a frontage of 85' on Oak Avenue and 65! on Adams Street.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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St. Helena Public Library
1360 Oak Avenug @EC 5
St. Helena,California
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Located on the northeast corner of the inter-
section of Adams Street and Oak Avenue, the
nominated property has a frontage of 85' on .—
Oak Avenue and 65' on Adams Street.

@ St. Helena Public Library




