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The Wellesley Town Hall i ssituated on topof a small hill i nthemddle of Hunnewel |

Park, located near thecenter of Wellesley. The Park i sroughly bounded on

the south by Washington Street, on t hewest by Gove Street, on thenorth by t he Penn
Central Railroad, and on t heeast by Linden Street. The building i sset back about
300 feet from Washington Street, and i sapproached by a sweeping circular drive.

The building, basically rectangular i nplan with attached towers, bays and ot her
irregular projections, was constructed i ntwo parts. The original building, the
library, was erected i n1881, and i n1883 t he Town Hall was added t ot hewest. O -
iginally thetwobuildings, while they were visually connected on t heexterior, were
separated on theinterior, and each had it sown entrance. Wen thelibrary was

noved into a new building i n1959 t hetwo buildings were joined on theinterior, and
the entire space used for thetown offices. The alterations manifested thenselves

on theexterior by a fewmnor door changes; theporticoeddoors tothelibrary on the
sout heast facade were turned into wi ndows and a new entrance constructed just west of
the original entrance; a new fire door, reached by a long flight of metal stairs was
added t ot henortheast elevation. Oher than these changes t hebuilding |ooks essen-
tailly asi tdidin 1883.

The building was designed by G R Shaw and H S Hunnewel | and executed i ngranite
rubble and r ed sandstone. The two story structure has a high battered basement and a
steeply pitchedredslate roof with copper trim  The roofline i sirregular, con-
sisting of a hip roof intersected by gables, ridges, and conical towers. Two sandstone
belt courses encircle the building, one at thefirst floor level, theother just be-
neath t hewi ndow on thefirst floor. The southeast facade, enconpassing botht he
1881 and 1883 portions of thebuilding has two stepped gable ends separated by are-
cessed area, now used as an entrance. The original library entrance with a sandstone
ionic columed portoco i sconplinmented by a [ arge wi ndow flanked by ionic colxams, t o
the east on t hesecond floor. The entablature above this w ndow brakks throught he
cornice and extends into thebaroque gable end. A large palladian window with a
narrow bal ustraded bal cony, on t hesecond floor, breaks through thecornice intothe
stepped “able end of t hewestern half of the facade.

The southwest facade, which contains theentrance into theoriginal 1883 Town Hall,
also has a | arge decorated gable end, and i sflanked by two round towers with steep
conical roofs. A tetrastyle ionic portico with full entablature extends acrossthe
three bay slightly projecting pavilion under this front gable. A large circular

w ndow with a clock face marked with gold |leaf Roman nunmerals i slocated i nthecenter
of thegable end and isvisible frominside theassenbly roomontheattic floor.

Each of t hetowers flanking theentrance contains a spiral staircase rising fromthe
baserment t ot he assenbly room with narrow sash windows circling thebuilding, follow-
ing theline of thestaircase. The towers have a wide bracketed belt course at the
[evel of thecornice of themin structure, with a small circular room above, and a
highly decorated dormer wi ndow breaking through t hetower cornice.

The northwest elevation i samrror inmage of t hesoutheast facade except for theaddi-
tion of a small circular tower i nplace of theentrance on t heother side. The north-
east elevation has an el aborate gable end on t heeastern side, extending at right
angles fromtheridge roof, with a bay w ndow underneath.
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The Wellesley Town Hall i sa significant architectural focal point inWllesley, and
is closely identified with thepolitical and cultural devel opment of t hetown.

The land on which theTown Hall i slocated was part of afifty acre estate bel onging
to Dr. WIlIliamThonmas G een Morton, who i n1846 first introduced t heuse of ether as
an anaesthetic. FE therton Cottage, Dr. Morton's hone, i ssaid t ohave stood on the
site where thelibrary was built i n1881. Thirty acres of Dr. Murton's estate were
bought i n 1879 by Horatio H Hunnewell, a wealthy banker, railroad tycoon and an

i mportant entrepreneur in Boston, who was married t olsabella Wlles, the daughter

of another wealthy and promnent famly i nthearea. Wen Wst Needham separat ed
from Needhami n 1881 and was incorporated as t he Tovmof Wel |l esl ey, Hunnewel| donated
ten acres from his estate t othenew tov/n, i nrecognitionof thehonor bestowed on his
wife's famly. He also built thelibrary which now stands i nthepart (the eastern
portion of thepresent building) and i n 1883 added t he Town Hall.

The donation of public buildingstoa comunity by wealthy citizens was a fairly
common occurrence i nthelast quarter of thenineteenth century, and was indicative
of thesense of thecivic responsibility felt by thepromnent citizens of thetime.
The Wellesley Town Hall and library, built when thetown had just been incorporated,
was a synbol of thepride of t henew conmunity, and has served as a rallying point
for thepolitical and cultural devel opment of Wellesley ever since.

The architectural quality of theTown Hall reflects thecivic pride of the people
who built it. The building i srich i ndetail, and t hemassing and materialsare
striking. The architects, Shaw and Huneewell, were known particularly for their
work in Boston's Back Bay, but they carried their urban skills out tothecountry
without losing their ability t odesign interesting but useable space.

'f
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WESTFIELD — The
Massachusetts Historical.
Commission will sponsor
one of a seriesof spring re"
gional preservation work-
shopsoh June 12 a& West-
field Stgte College. ;.

N Regigtration will begin
- a 9 am. followed by the.
sessons to open a 930
am. with Elizabeth Reed
Amadon, executive direc-"

tor of the commission,

deliveringa speedi.’
Other participants will
include Secretary of the
.o State " Paul Guzzi  ad
. representative? tiutn ‘the
—Office o State Planning,
regional planning agencies
and the Nen England
Field Service Officedf the
Nalronai Trust for Historic
Preservation.

' Presentations will be
given regarding local his-
toric commissions, histor-
ic districts, inventory,
archeology, National
Regigter, grants, environ-
mental impact statements
and current preservation
legidation. The aflernoo/i
ssson will consgt  of
small group discussions on

| the technical aspects of-

\ the procedures.

The generd public and
al \Ve<!fidd are® histori-
ca commi.=g90ns societies A
and individuals infereded
in historical preservation -l

are invited to the all-day 1

ssson, §d j . S
or-;-i--.-Myj r. \

* » Sarving as hogt will be |

the Westfield Histurical'j

Commission. Additional

einformation is available
\J from Barbara Bush of thi*
ANity. o

Washingt

on street, nominated for” pr..,,Morton s sbcmt.Aii sai A”
-placement'In’' the® Nalionaf . TiavegogcTon Oe site whwee?
* Register of Historic PUceshytheMibraiy. was built in IWLj. My M-

Massachusetts  Historical  Com-Ifi* .Thirty acresof Dr. MorUm>

missiwi, has been accepted.JSdit;
Secretary Paul Guzzi. Chairman
of-ale-T3)mmjssion. has been in-
formed' by Gary .Everhardt.'
Director of the National Park S&"-.
vice in the United Stales Depart-
ment of the Interior.

?a?nlflc_:ant architecturally & a
fo point in Weledey, it is
closely identified with the
political and « cultural deveop-
ment of the town. The land on
which the Town Hall is.located
was part of a B0-acre estate
belonging lo Dr. William Thomas
Green Morton, who in 1846, first
introduced the ue of ether as an

iAtrE MOABSi-j n >1879 by.
.HoralJo .H." HunneweBj " wealthy
banker, railroad tjroon and imr,
' portant’ entreprepieD\In. Bpstoi®
who was'marifed jjtb."Isabella
Welles, daughter' of anothei;
wedlthy and prominent family in
the area. When West Nesdhenm
separated from Needham injaSl,’
and wes incorporated as the Town
of Welledey, Hunnewell donated:
10 acres from his estate”™Mo the
nev town, in recognition of the
honor bestowed on his wife's
family. He also built the library”
which now standsiii the easta’n
porticn of the present buildihg and
In 1833 the Town HalLrv-

-. 2The donation of public buildiiigs

-to a community--by”*wealthy
citizens was a fairly common oc-
currencein the last quarter cf. the
19%th centur>' and wes indicative of

« the sense of the civic responsbili-1

ty felt by the prominent citizensj
o the time. "J

The Town Hall architects, Shaw -,
and Hunnewell, were Inown par- j
ticularly for their work inj
Boston's Back Bay, but they |
carried their urban skills out to
the country. o . _e: ' o

The two-story structure is ex-j
ecuted in granite rubble and red .j
sandstone.  Alterations  throughj
the years have been minor and the
building is essentially unchangedr
from its original appearance inii
1883.: - t- . - -
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