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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wellesley Town Hall i s situated on top of a small h i l l i n the middle of Hunnewell 
Park, located near the center of Wellesley. The Park i s roughly bounded on 
the south by Washington Street, on the west by Grove Street, on the north by the Penn 
Central Railroad, and on the east by Linden Street. The building i s set back about 
300 feet from Washington Street, and i s approached by a sweeping c i r c u l a r drive. 

The building, basically rectangular i n plan with attached towers, bays and other 
irregular projections, was constructed i n two parts. The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , the 
l i b r a r y , was erected i n 1881, and i n 1883 the Town Hall was added to the west. Or­
i g i n a l l y the two buildings, while they were v i s u a l l y connected on the exterior, were 
separated on the i n t e r i o r , and each had i t s own entrance. When the l i b r a r y was 
moved into a new building i n 1959 the two buildings were joined on the i n t e r i o r , and 
the entire space used for the town o f f i c e s . The alterations manifested themselves 
on the exterior by a few minor door changes; the porticoed doors to the l i b r a r y on the 
southeast facade were turned in t o windows and a new entrance constructed j u s t west of 
the o r i g i n a l entrance; a new f i r e door, reached by a long f l i g h t of metal s t a i r s was 
added to the northeast elevation. Other than these changes the building looks essen-
t a i l l y as i t did i n 1883. 

The building was designed by G. R. Shaw and H. S. Hunnewell and executed i n granite 
rubble and red sandstone. The two story structure has a high battered basement and a 
steeply pitched red slate roof with copper t r i m . The r o o f l i n e i s i r r e g u l a r , con­
si s t i n g of a hip roof intersected by gables, ridges, and conical towers. Two sandstone 
b e l t courses encircle the bui l d i n g , one at the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l , the other j u s t be­
neath the window on the f i r s t f l o o r . The southeast facade, encompassing both the 
1881 and 1883 portions of the building has two stepped gable ends separated by a re­

cessed area, now used as an entrance. The o r i g i n a l l i b r a r y entrance with a sandstone 
ionic columned portoco i s complimented by a large window flanked by ionic colxamns, to 
the east on the second f l o o r . The entablature above t h i s window brakks through the 
cornice and extends in t o the baroque gable end. A large palladian window with a 
narrow balustraded balcony, on the second f l o o r , breaks through the cornice in t o the 
stepped ^able end of the western half of the facade. 

The southwest facade, which contains the entrance into the o r i g i n a l 1883 Town Hal l , 
also has a large decorated gable end, and i s flanked by two round towers with steep 
conical roofs. A t e t r a s t y l e ionic portico with f u l l entablature extends across the 
three bay s l i g h t l y projecting pavilion under t h i s front gable. A large c i r c u l a r 
window with a clock face marked with gold leaf Roman numerals i s located i n the center 
of the gable end and i s v i s i b l e from inside the assembly room on the a t t i c f l o o r . 
Each of the towers flanking the entrance contains a s p i r a l staircase r i s i n g from the 
basement to the assembly room, with narrow sash windows c i r c l i n g the building, follow­
ing the li n e of the staircase. The towers have a wide bracketed b e l t course at the 
level of the cornice of the main structure, with a small c i r c u l a r room above, and a 
highly decorated dormer window breaking through the tower cornice. 

The northwest elevation i s a mirror image of the southeast facade except for the addi­
t i o n of a small c i r c u l a r tower i n place of the entrance on the other side. The north­
east elevation has an elaborate gable end on the eastern side, extending at r i g h t 
angles from the ridge roof, with a bay window underneath. 
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The Wellesley Town Hall i s a s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l focal point i n Wellesley, and 
is closely i d e n t i f i e d with the p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l development of the town. 

The land on which the Town Hall i s located was part of a f i f t y acre estate belonging 
to Dr. William Thomas Green Morton, who i n 1846 f i r s t introduced the use of ether as 
an anaesthetic. E'therton Cottage, Dr. Morton's home, i s said to have stood on the 
si t e where the l i b r a r y was b u i l t i n 1881. Thirty acres of Dr. Morton's estate were 
bought i n 1879 by Horatio H. Hunnewell, a wealthy banker, r a i l r o a d tycoon and an 
important entrepreneur i n Boston, who was married to Isabella Welles, the daughter 
of another wealthy and prominent family i n the area. When West Needham separated 
from Needham i n 1881 and was incorporated as the Tovm of Wellesley, Hunnewell donated 
ten acres from his estate to the new tov7n, i n recognition of the honor bestowed on his 
wife's family. He also b u i l t the l i b r a r y which now stands i n the part (the eastern 
portion of the present building) and i n 1883 added the Town Hall. 

The donation of public buildings to a community by wealthy citizens was a f a i r l y 
common occurrence i n the la s t quarter of the nineteenth century, and was indicative 
of the sense of the c i v i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f e l t by the prominent citizens of the time. 
The Wellesley Town Hall and l i b r a r y , b u i l t when the town had j u s t been incorporated, 
was a symbol of the pride of the new community, and has served as a r a l l y i n g point 
for the p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l development of Wellesley ever since. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y of the Town Hall r e f l e c t s the c i v i c pride of the people 
who b u i l t i t . The building i s r i c h i n d e t a i l , and the massing and materials are 
s t r i k i n g . The architects, Shaw and Huneewell, were known p a r t i c u l a r l y for t h e i r 
work i n Boston's Back Bay, but they carried t h e i r urban s k i l l s out to the country 
without losing t h e i r a b i l i t y to design interesting but useable space. 

'f 
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WESTFIELD — The 
. Massachusetts Historical. 

Commission will sponsor 
one of a series of spring re-" 
gional preservation work­
shops oh June 12 at West-
field Stgte College. ' ; . 

^ Registration will begin 
- at 9 a.m. followed by the. 

sessions to open at 9:30 
a.m. with Elizabeth Reed 
Amadon, executive direc-" 
tor of the commission, 

: delivering a speedi.' ' 
Other participants will , 

include Secretary of the 
. • State " Paul Guzzi and 
. representative? tiutn 'the 
—Office -of State Planning, 

regional planning agencies' 
and the. New England 
Field Service Office of the 
^'alronai Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 

•• ' Presentations will be 
given regarding local his­
toric commissions, histor­
ic districts, inventory, 
archeology, ' National 
Register, grants, environ­
mental impact statements 
and current preservation 
legislation. The aflernoo/i 
session will consist of 
small group discussions on 

I the technical aspects of-
\ the procedures. 

' The general public and 
' all \Ve.<;!field are^ histori­

cal commi.=;sions, societies A 
and individuals inferesled , 

• ; in historical preservation -I 
are invited to the all-day 1 
session, gf j . : .' i 

• r - ; - : - - . - ^ ^ y j r . \ 
* » Serving as host will be | 

the Westfield Histurical'j 
Commission. Additional 

• information is available 
\J from Barbara Bush of thi-̂  
A ^ i t y . • 

VV£LlI?Lf/./,'j5SS. W 

\ 

W. £,300 

MAY 20 ;»976 

^ To wn ̂  HaUl accepte 
e 

T w'ellMlby: ToWn Hall 'at" 53S Anaesthetic.̂  EthaioB 
Washington street, nominated for^ pr..,,Morton s •bcmt.^ii s a i A ^ 

-placement 'In ' the^ Nalionaf . Tiave stoqcTon Oie site whwe^e^ 
• Register of Historic PUceshythe^ibraiy. was built in IWl.j.^-^v.^':-

" Massachusetts Historical Com-lfi* .Thirty acres of Dr. MorUm> 
missiwi, has been accepted.JSlalit; i ^ " " * ^^°^Bfi\- j n >1879 by. 
Secretary Paul Guzzi. Chairman . HoraUo .H." HunneweBj ̂  wealthy 
of-aie-T3)mmjssion. has been in- banker, railroad tjroon and imr, 
formed ' by Gary .Everhardt.' 
Director of the National Park Sei"-. 
vice in the United Stales Depart­
ment of the Interior. 

' portant' entreprepieD '̂̂ ln. Bpstoi^ 
who was'marifed jjtb.'.lsabella 
Welles, daughter' o f anothei; 
wealthy and prominent family in 

Significant architecturally as a the' area. When West Needham^ 
focal point in Wellesley, it is ' separated from Needham injaSl,' 
closely identified with the 
political and • cultural develop­
ment of the town. The land on 
which the Town Hall is. located 
was part of a 50-acre estate 
belonging lo Dr. William Thomas 
Green Morton, who in 1846, first 
introduced the use of ether as an 

and was incorporated as the Town 
of Wellesley, Hunnewell donated: 
10 acres from his estate ̂ to the 
new town, in recognition of the 
honor bestowed on his wife's 
family. He also built the library^ 
which now stands i i i the easta°n 
porticn of the present buildihg and 
in 1883, added the Town HalLrv-

-. 2The donation of public buildiiigs 
-to a community--by^wealthy 
citizens was a fairly common oc­
currence in the last quarter cf. the 
19th centur>' and was indicative of 

• the sense of the civic responsibili-1 
ty felt by the prominent citizens j 
of the time. " J 

The Town Hall architects, Shaw -, 
and Hunnewell, were Inown par- j 
ticularly for their work in j 
Boston's Back Bay, but they | 
carried their urban skills out to 
the country. • . _ • : ' • ' 

The two-story structure is ex-j 
ecuted in granite rubble and red .j 
sandstone. Alterations throughj 
the years have been minor and the j 
building is essentially unchangedr 
from its original appearance inii 
1883. : - • t- . - •'-
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